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TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council & )),
FROM: Art Gallucci, City Manag - SN O,

7 NS
INITIATED BY: Torrey Contreras, Senior Assistant City Manager \(/ % (4
DATE: June 14, 2022
SUBJECT: METRO'S REQUEST OF THE CITY OF CERRITOS TO ENTER

INTO A MASTER COOPERATION AGREEMENT {MCA)
RELATIVE TO THE WEST SANTA ANA BRANCH (WSAB)
PROJECT

BACKGROUND

Metro is currently in the process of scheduling meetings with three corridor cities that
have not executed the Master Cooperation Agreements (MCA) relative to the Metro-
proposed WSAB light rail project. The MCA is an agreement between corridor cities and
Metro that establishes how cities and Metro intend to work in collaboration on the WSAB
project. The MCA is an instrument that allows corridor cities to be reimbursed for any
project related expenses incurred, provides for preliminary construction work to be
completed, and establishes a process for the City to review and/or approve project
design and construction documents. The MCA also defines the project's scope of work,
establishes the roles and responsibilities of the invelved parties, sets forth contractual
obligations, allows for project betterments, creates a process for resolving disputes, and
establishes the roles and responsibilities of Metro and public-private partnerships.

Shortly after receiving the MCA, City staff from the Community Development and Public
Works Departments worked with former City Attorney Mark Steres and special legal
counsel Michael Colantuano to compile comprehensive comments and corrections on the
draft MCA document. However, the City elected to refrain from submitting comments on
the MCA at that time because the City and Metro were at odds about the WSAB project's
alignment and project scope. Additionally, the City was concerned that entering into the
MCA could be misconstrued as the City's blanket approval of the Metro-proposed WSAB
project.

In light of the Metro Board's recent actions to support the City's request to assess cut-
and-cover as a potential alternative to the aerial bridge configuration currently proposed
for the Gridley Road and 183rd Street intersection, and to entertain an optional Cerritos
station, it would be prudent to reconsider the City's position relative to the MCA. Should
the City Councii wish to consider entering into the MCA, specific wording can be

prepared by the City Attorney and included in the Resolution clarifying the City’'s position
relative to the WSAB project. Specifically, such wording would be carefully crafted so as
to prevent the City's actions to be misconstrued as approving the WSAB project by
default.
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August 31, 2022

VIA E-MAIL

Mr. David Mieger

Senior Executive Officer - Long Range Transportation Planning and Mobility Corridors
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority

One Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles, CA 50012-2952

SUBJECT: Request for the Final EIR/EIS Prepared in Support of the WSAB
Project to Assess an Optional Cerritos Station, and Below-grade Cut-
and-Cover as an Alternative to the Above-Grade Aerial Alighment
Proposed for the Intersection of Gridley Road and 183rd Street

Dear Mr. Mieger:

The City of Cerritos is aware that the Draft EIR/EIS prepared in support of the West Santa
Ana Branch (WSAB) project is in process of being finalized and is scheduled to be released
later this year. The City of Cerritos, with the support of the City of Artesia, requests your
assistance in ensuring that the WSAB Final EIR/ELIS assesses an optional Cerritos station to
be located between Gridley Road and Studebaker Road, and below-grade cut-and-cover to
be employed at the intersection of Gridley Road and 183rd Street. The City of Cerritos
urges Metro to assess these alternatives so as not to preclude the potential for a Cerritos
station to exist in the future, and to ensure that impacts to the citles of Cerritos and
Artesia resulting from above-grade aerial alignment that is currently proposed by Metro for
the subject intersection are rendered to a level of insignificance.

Accordingly, the City of Cerritos requests the following to be reflected in the WSAB Final
EIR/EIS:

s Environmental clearance for an optional Cerritos station to exist between Gridley
Road and Studebaker Road; and

» Environmental clearance for below-grade cut-and-cover to be employed as an
alternative to the above-grade aerial alignment that is currently proposed by Metro
for the intersection of 183rd Street and Gridley Road.

Amending the WSAB project scope to include, and the WSAB Final EIR/EIS to assess, the
aforementioned alternatives will help fo allay the concerns of the cities of Cerritos and
Artesia relative to the potential adverse impacts generated by the project. Such actions on
the part of Metro will also serve to reaffirm the positive working relationship between
corridor cities and Metro that has existed over the recent past. Providing environmental
clearance for the optional Cerritos station and below-grade cut-and-cover alignment would
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help to gain the required unilateral support for the WSAB project from corridor cities that
will be instrumental in obtaining additional state and federal funding. Further, the below-
grade cut-and-cover alignment is considered to be in concert with the policy guidelines and
objectives of the Reconnecting Communities Pilot Program (RCPP), which was established
to fund the removal of barriers and impediments often created by public transportation
systems that serve to divide communities.

The City of Cerritos supports the WSAB project and is eager to work with Metro in bringing
light-rail to southeast Los Angeles Caunty. Amending the WSAB project scope and
providing environmental clearance for a potential Cerritos station and below-grade, cut-
and-cover to be considered in lieu of existing allgnments would help to facilitate local
economic development and large-scale transit-oriented development (TOD) within the
cities of Cerritos and Artesia. Therefore, Metro is encouraged to work in collaboration with
the City of Cerritos and the City of Artesia and other corridor cities to create a WSAB
project that is community-centric and transformational for the entire Gateway Cities
regicn. Please do not hesitate to contact Director of Community Development Kristin
Aguila at (562) 916-1201 or kaguila@cerritos.us shouid you have any questions or if you
would like ta discuss any of the information contained in this letter.

Sincerely,

Mike Egan
tant City Manager, Cerritos Interim City Manager, Artesia

¢¢ City of Cerritos City Council
City of Artesia City Council
Janice Hahn, Supervisar - Fourth District/Metro Boardmember
Viviana Gomez, Transportation Deputy, LA County Supervisor Janice Hahn
Luke Klipp, Transportation Deputy, LA County Supervisor Janice Hahn
Fernando Dutra; Whittier City Councilmember/Metro Board Chair,
Construction Committee
Ara J. Najarian, Chair, Metro Board of Directors
Stephanie N. Wiggins, Chief Executive Officer, Metro
Meghna Khanna, Senior Director, Countywide Planning and Development, Metro
June Susilo, Deputy Executive Officer, Program Management, Metro
Ali Sajjad Taj; Chair, Eco-Rapid Transit
Mike Kodama, Executive Director, Eco-Rapid Transit
Eco-Rapid Transit Member Cities
Nancy Pfeffer; Executive Director, Gateway Cities Council of Governments
Nancy Michali; WSAB City Manager Technical Advisory Committee Consultant
Gateway Cities Council of Governments (COG) Member Cities
Mike Egan, Interim City Manager, Artesia
Karen Lee, Special Projects Manager, Artesia
Torrey Contreras, Senior Assistant City Manager, Cerritos
Kristin Aguila, Community Development Director, Cerritos
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VIA E-MAIL

Mr. David Mieger

Senior Executive Officer — Long Range Transportation Planning and Mobility Corridors
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority

One Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles, CA 90012-2952

RE: Request for the Final EIR/EIS Prepared in Support of the WSAB Project to Assess
Below-Grade Cut-and-Cover as an Alternative to the Above-Grade Alignment Proposed for
the Intersection of Gridley Road and 183™ Street, and as an Alternative to the Proposed
Closure of 187" Street

Dear Mr. Mieger:

The City of Artesia is aware that the Final EIR/EIS prepared in support of the West Santa Ana
Branch (WSAB) project is in progress and will be released later this year. Accordingly, the City
of Artesia, with the support of the City of Cerritos, requests your assistance in ensuring that the
environmental document assesses below-grade cut-and-cover as a viable alternative to at-grade
and above-grade alignments, and the proposed closure of 187" Street. Therefore, the City of
Artesia urges Metro to pursue these project alternatives to effectively reduce potential adverse
impacts generated by the WSAB project to a level of insignificance.

The City of Ariesia requests that the following determinations be made in the WSAB Final
EIR/EIS:

» Environmental clearance for below-grade cut-and-cover to be employed as an aiternative
to the above-grade aerial alignment at the intersection of 183 Street and Gridley Road;

¢ Envircnmental clearance for below-grade cut and cover, at-grade, and closure alignments
at 186th Street as an alternative to the proposed closure of 187" Street; and

» Environmental ¢learance for below-grade cut and cover to be employed as an alternative
to the at-grade alignment proposed for the street segment located between 187th Street
and Pioneer Boulevard.

Having these assessments completed and the subsequent determinations reflected in the WSAB
Final EIR/EIS will help to alleviate potential adverse impacts serving to allay the concerns of the
cities of Artesia and Cerritos. Such actions on the part of Metro will also help to maintain a positive
and productive working relationship with corridor cities. Further, deeming below-grade cut-and-
cover to be a viable aiternative to at-grade and above-grade aerial alignments and street closures
would help to gain the support of corridor cities to obtain state and federal funding, especially in
light of the recently announced Reconnecting Communities Pilot Program (RCPP). The below-
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grade cut and cover alignment alternative also supports RCPP’s goal of removing physical
barriers created by transportation systems that divide communities.

These environmental determinations are required to be made in order to allow for below-grade
cut-and-cover to be considered a viable alternative to the above referenced alignments.
Additionally, said determinations would be instrumental in facilitating economic development and
transit oriented development (TQD) in the cities of Artesia and Cerritos. Accordingly, the City of
Artesia and the City of Cerritos are eager to partner with Metro in bringing the WSAB project to
fruition and are committed to creating a community-centric, transformational regional public transit

system that benefits corridor cities and the entire Gateway Cities region. Please contact Karen
Lee at | G or_if you have any further questions.

Sincerely,

Mile Egan
Interim City Manager, Artesia

CC: City of Artesia City Council
City of Cerritos City Council
Janice Hahn, Supervisor - Fourth District/Metro Boardmember
Viviana Gomez, Transportation Deputy, LA County Supervisor Janice Hahn
Luke Klipp, Transportation Deputy, LA County Supervisor Janice Hahn
Fernando Dutra; Whittier City Councilmember/Metro Board Chair - Construction Committee
Ara J. Najarian, Chair, Metro Board of Directors
Stephanie N. Wiggins, Chief Executive Officer, Metro
Meghna Khanna, Senior Director, Countywide Planning and Development, Metro
June Susilo, Deputy Executive Officer, Program Management, Metro
Ali Sajjad Taj; Chair, Eco-Rapid Transit
Mike Kodama, Executive Director, Eco-Rapid Transit
Eco-Rapid Transit Member Cities
Nancy Pfeffer; Executive Director, Gateway Cities Council of Governments
Nancy Michall; WSAB City Manager Technical Advisory Committee Consultant
Gateway Cities Council of Governments (COG) Member Cities
Mike Egan, Interim City Manager, Artesia
Karen Lee, Acting Special Projects Manager, Artesia
Torrey Contreras, Senior Assistant City Manager, Cerritos
Kristin Aguila, Community Development Director, Cerritos
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ART GALEUCCE

David Mieger, Senior Executive Officer

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
Long Range Transportation Planning & Mobility Corridors
One Gateway Plaza, M/S 88-22-7

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Via e-mai S

SUBJECT: Letter from the City of Cerritos Concerning the Cut-and-Cover
Analysis and Requesting Any and All Related Public Records for
Review

Dear Mr. Mieger:

The City of Cerritos submits this letter to express its concerns regarding the estimates
contained in Metro’s recent cut-and-cover analysis of design alternatives fo the West Santa
Ana Branch (WSAB) project. These suggest a cost differential between the Metro-proposed
aerial bridge alignment for the intersection of Gridley Road and 183rd Street and the City-
preferred undergrounding alternative to be between $246 million and $687 million at
present value. These figures represent the cost differential of undergrounding the WSAB
segment with the following options: 1) not to preclude the construction of a Cerritos
station; and, 2) with the construction of a Cerritos station. According to the analysis,
these numbers are projected to balloon to $398 million and $1.1 billion at the time of
expenditure, rendering undergrounding at this intersection prohibitively expensive.

These astronomicai figures are the result of constructing a 3,300-foot tunnel 40 feet below
grade to avoid existing underground utilities. Despite the Metro Board's clear directive to
analyze cut-and-cover as an alternative to existing aerial bridge configurations which have
significant environmental impacts on Cerritos and its residents, Metro considered only
tunneling for this intersection. According to Metro staff, cut-and-cover was not considered
because based on their experience, they believe that costs of relocating and/or
reconfiguring underground utilities to accommodate cut-and-cover would have exceeded
the cost of tunneling. While the cost of tunneling the subject WSAB segment was reported
to the City, no empirical data, documentation or information supporting Metro's findings
has been made available for review.

In accordance with the California Public Records Act, the City of Cerritos’s counsel has
submitted a public records request (see attached) for any and all information related to the
WSAB cut-and-cover analysis prepared by Metro and its consultants. Please do not
hesitate to contact me at (562) 216-1310 should you have any questions or need any
further clarification about the public records request.












Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transit Authority
October 18, 2022
Page 3 -

Please note that Article I, § 3, subdivision (b)(2) of the California Constitution
expressly requires you to broadly construe all provisions that further the public’s right of
access, and to apply any limitations on access as narrowly as possible.

If I can provide any clarification that will help expedite your attention to my

request, please contact me at || . rsuant to Government Code §
6253.1. I request that all documents be provided in electronic form unless, for some

reason, it is not feasible to do so. I ask that you notify me of any duplication costs
exceeding $40 before you duplicate the records so that I may decide which records I want
copied.

Thank you for your timely attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Z- ) Vg

Ephraim S. Margolin

ESM:em

293084.v4



Your first record request #JJJillbas been opened. Page 1 of 2

Kristin Aguila - Your first record request #|Jilihas been opened.

From:  Metro Records Management Center

o v
Date: 10/18/2022 11:42 AM

Subject: Your first record request #JJij has been opened.

~ Attach a non-image file and/or reply ABOVE THIS LINE with a message, and it will be sent to staff on this request. ~

Metro - Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority - LACMTA
Public Records

Your first Metro - Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority - LACMTA record request
(request number # D has been submitted. It is
currently unpublished and is not available for the

general public to view,

View Request|IIIIIN

As the requester, you can always see the status of your request by signing into the Metro ~ Los Angeles County
Metropalitan Transpartation Authority - LACMTA Public Records portal -

if you haven't already activated your account, Il o get started. Once your account is activated, your

request will be visible at the following tink: || G




Your first record request 4N has been opened. Page 2 of 2

&) NextRequest

an Optimere brand
The All in One Records Requests Plafform

Questions about your request? Reply to this email of sign in to contact staff at Metro - Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transporiation
Authority - LACMTA.

Technical sugport: See owlj
oo mar s I
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ART GALLUCCI

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
David Mieger, Executive Officer - Metro

One Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Via E-mail:

SUBJECT: A REQUEST OF THE CITY OF CERRITOS TO MEET WITH THE LOS |
ANGELES COUNTY METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
(METRO) TO DISCUSS THE WEST SANTA ANA BRANCH (WSAB)
PROJECT

Dear Mr. Mieger:

The City of Cerritos would like to request a meeting with the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) to discuss the West Santa Ana Branch
(WSAB) light-rail project to determine how best to move this project forward for the benefit
of local transit users. As you are aware, the City continues to play an active role in the
WSAB project as evidenced by its regular attendance at WSAB planning-related meetings
hosted by Metro and the Gateway Cities Council of Governments (COG). Also, the City
remains an active member of the EcoRapid Transit Authority and continues to advocate for
regional transportation and the WSAB project. Accordingly, the City welcomes the
opportunity to meet with Metro in an attempt to resolve the City's concerns relative to the
aerial bridge alignment currently proposed by Metro for the intersection of Gridley Road and
183rd Street. Should Metro be open to meeting with the City to discuss other possible
alternatives including, but not limited to, undergrounding by way of cut-and-cover, please
do not hesitate to contact Director of Community Development Kristin Aguila at (562) 916-
1201 to make the necessary arrangements.

The City of Cerritos would like to thank Metro for championing the WSAB project, and looks
forward to working collaboratively with Metro to allay the City's concerns. Should you have
any questions or wish to discuss technical aspects of the WSAB project, piease do not
hesitate to contact Senior Assistant City Manager Torrey Contreras at (562) 916-1311.

Sincerely,

Art Gallucci
CITY MANAGER








