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·1· · · · · · · · · EASTSIDE TRANSIT CORRIDOR

·2· · · · · · · · · · · ·PUBLIC HEARING

·3· · · · · · · · · THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2022

·4

·5· · · · · · TITO CORONA:· Hi.· Good afternoon, everyone.

·6· ·My name is Tito Corona, Metro media relations manager.

·7· ·Thank you for joining us at 6:00 today.· This is our

·8· ·virtual meeting.· And it is also being simulcast at the

·9· ·city of Pico Rivera.· For the next couple of minutes --

10· ·actually, the next ten minutes, there is an opportunity

11· ·for people in Pico Rivera to view the open house slides

12· ·and information or you can also do so if you're joining

13· ·us online through the virtual tool, which we will be

14· ·sharing right now in the next couple of minutes through

15· ·a rotating screen.· So I'll be coming on periodically

16· ·to provide announcements.· But, again, if you would

17· ·like to see what type of boards or what information is

18· ·available, there will be a rotating screen that you can

19· ·see right now.· It should start, and there will be

20· ·links that you can follow either by phone, scanning the

21· ·QR code or just submitting the -- going online as well

22· ·to get that information.· So there's a few

23· ·opportunities to provide comment.· You'll be able to do

24· ·it during the hearing if you would like to.· If you

25· ·want to go online, you can do so right now and start
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·1· ·providing your comments already.· No need to wait for

·2· ·the presentation.· And this is available throughout the

·3· ·life of the comment period, which is through

·4· ·August 29th.· So with that, one more thing -- letting

·5· ·people know is that through this interpretation, we

·6· ·have English and Spanish available.· If you are

·7· ·listening in the English channel or if you hear me

·8· ·right now in English, I do ask you to please select the

·9· ·English channel as well at the bottom of your screen.

10· ·There is an interpretation icon at the bottom of your

11· ·screen.· It looks like a little globe.· Right now, it

12· ·should say original audio.· Go ahead and select English

13· ·if you prefer to hear me in English and Spanish if you

14· ·prefer to hear it in Spanish.· The reason why we're

15· ·asking you to select English instead of leaving it

16· ·where it is is if we get any comments in Spanish, you

17· ·will be able to hear the translation directly as the

18· ·interpreter will be interpreting the Spanish to English

19· ·live as we go.· So I'm going to make a quick

20· ·announcement in Spanish, then we'll continue.

21· · · · · · (Speaking Spanish.)

22· · · · · · TITO CORONA:· Hi and welcome.· Thank you for

23· ·joining us again.· For those of you that are online

24· ·watching this, we do have an open house in the city of

25· ·Pico Rivera.· We are sharing the information online as
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·1· ·well.· We will begin at around 6:10 with the video.· So

·2· ·what we're doing right now is rotating a couple of

·3· ·slides for the purposes of allowing you to provide

·4· ·comments, if you would like to do so now, or also

·5· ·access our online interactive tool, which has the

·6· ·information that we are presenting at all the open

·7· ·houses, and it'll allow you to see what is being

·8· ·provided.· For those of you that are at the city of

·9· ·Pico Rivera, Council Chambers, thank you for joining

10· ·us.· Again, this is your opportunity for the next five

11· ·minutes or the next four minutes to walk around and

12· ·talk with staff.· Once we start the hearing, when we

13· ·take comments, again, these comments will be responded

14· ·to in the following environmental document.· We will

15· ·not be responding to comments in person today.· All we

16· ·are doing is taking official comments, which will be,

17· ·again, considered into the final environmental

18· ·document.· So this is your opportunity.· If you are in

19· ·the city of Pico Rivera and you want to talk to staff,

20· ·go ahead and do so right now, and they should be able

21· ·to speak with you.· So, again, thank you for joining

22· ·us.· I see a few people sitting in the Council

23· ·Chambers.· Thanks for joining us.· For those of you

24· ·that are online, thank you again.· This is your

25· ·opportunity to go online and either provide comments or



6

·1· ·check out the interactive tool.· And I will be on in

·2· ·another couple of minutes, and we'll start with then

·3· ·video and going with the presentations.· Thanks again.

·4· · · · · · (Recess taken.)

·5· · · · · · TITO CORONA:· All right.· It is 6:10.· And we

·6· ·are here to start this presentation.· Again, thank you

·7· ·everybody for joining us.· Today is Thursday,

·8· ·August 11th, at 6:10 p.m.· And for those of you that

·9· ·are in the city of Pico Rivera, if you are speaking to

10· ·staff, this is your opportunity to take your seats.· We

11· ·will get started.· Once again, my name is Tito Corona,

12· ·Metro Media relations manager for the East Side,

13· ·Phase 2 transit corridor project, also the gold line

14· ·extension pretty much what it is.· And this is an

15· ·opportunity to provide official comment on the draft

16· ·environmental impact report.· That's what we're here

17· ·for today.· We're doing this online and in person.· If

18· ·you are in the city of Pico Rivera Council Chambers,

19· ·this will be a chance for you to also provide comment

20· ·should you elect to speak when the opportunity arises

21· ·once we start the hearing.· Before we get started, I

22· ·did make an announcement at the beginning.· But as

23· ·always, you know, some people -- you know, this

24· ·includes myself.· We don't always join on time.· So the

25· ·announcement that I made in the beginning, I'll have to
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·1· ·make again so everybody who's listening right now can

·2· ·listen in and participate in the same manner.· So for

·3· ·those of you who are listening in English, I'm going to

·4· ·prefer to hear it in English.· There is a button at the

·5· ·bottom of the screen.· I'm asking you to please

·6· ·select -- press what's called the interpretation button

·7· ·at the bottom of your screen, it looks like a little

·8· ·globe, and select English audio.· You are hearing me

·9· ·right now in English, but should we have a Spanish

10· ·speaker in the English channel will be where you will

11· ·hear the interpretation from Spanish to English.· So if

12· ·you do not switch over to English, all you will hear is

13· ·the Spanish speaker and not the translation.· So we

14· ·would ask you to please do so right now by selecting

15· ·the English language feature on the interpretation

16· ·tool.· I'll make that announcement now in Spanish.

17· · · · · · (Speaking Spanish.)

18· · · · · · TITO CORONA:· Again, thank you for joining us.

19· ·We are going to start a video right now.· And once we

20· ·complete the video, we'll be back.

21· · · · · · (Video played.)

22· · · · · · TITO CORONA:· All right.· Thanks for joining

23· ·us.· And as we switch to the presentation once again,

24· ·this is the environmental impact report -- draft

25· ·environmental impact report hearing today to discuss --
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·1· ·to present and also discuss the draft findings, and

·2· ·then we will take official comments when we start the

·3· ·hearing later today.· But before we do so, I do want to

·4· ·acknowledge that someone in the audience would like

·5· ·to -- please invite them over to provide comments and

·6· ·welcoming as well.· And that is our Metro Board

·7· ·director and also counsel member for the City of

·8· ·Whittier, Mr. Fernando Dutra.

·9· · · · · · MR. DUTRA:· Hi.· Can you guys hear me okay?

10· · · · · · TITO CORONA:· Yes.· Loud and clear.

11· · · · · · MR. DUTRA:· That's great.· Thank you.· So just

12· ·so it happens that I'm on the road on the freeway.· I'm

13· ·on my way from LA to Whittier, and I'm stuck in

14· ·traffic, and it looks like it's going to be about an

15· ·hour and ten minutes to get home.· So I can't tell you

16· ·how motivated I am to obviously make our trips from Los

17· ·Angeles and back to Whittier quicker.· And I think the

18· ·Metro -- I know our east sideline will do so.· So I

19· ·want to thank everybody for showing up tonight, being

20· ·there.· You know, personally, I've been working on this

21· ·for the last, gosh, over 12 years or so.· And I know

22· ·that a lot of you have concerns.· I share some of your

23· ·concerns relative to security, to business disruption

24· ·and traffic.· But I can tell you that because we have

25· ·several projects in Los Angeles that Metro has
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·1· ·developed similar to our project, there are lessons

·2· ·learned that our project can take advantage of.· And

·3· ·because we're very aware of the concerns relative to

·4· ·security and traffic and business disruption, we have

·5· ·an opportunity to mitigate those concerns.· And that's

·6· ·what my job will be, along with Metro's, is to take

·7· ·those concerns into consideration and figure out ways

·8· ·of mitigating them.· And so I'm very, very excite about

·9· ·this opportunity that's going to provide an economic

10· ·boost to the entire region, you know, not just an

11· ·economic boost, but social boost as well, you know, by

12· ·providing housing, what they call transient-oriented

13· ·development projects along the way, and also clustering

14· ·work opportunities as well, creating jobs.· And so I'm

15· ·very excited about it.· I can tell you that you have --

16· ·from Metro, you have an incredible team representing

17· ·this alignment.· And I'm very confident that they'll be

18· ·able to answer the questions once we have an

19· ·opportunity to do so.· And I look forward to your

20· ·participation.· So thank you very much.

21· · · · · · TITO CORONA:· Thank you again, Director Dutra.

22· ·And thanks again for joining us tonight.· I hopefully,

23· ·the traffic situation does get better for you.

24· · · · · · But, again, that's why we're here tonight, is

25· ·to discuss the connections between -- from Whittier all
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·1· ·the way to Downtown LA and connecting onto the existing

·2· ·terminus of the gold line and East LA and taking it all

·3· ·the way to Whittier.

·4· · · · · · So tonight, we are here to talk about the

·5· ·draft environmental impact report, once again, share

·6· ·what the latest findings are and prepare that

·7· ·information for you.· And then once that is concluded,

·8· ·again, we will start the hearing, which will be an

·9· ·opportunity to take your comments.· Again, we will

10· ·receive your comments.· Unfortunately, because of the

11· ·way the hearing works, comments will be responded to in

12· ·the following environmental impact report document,

13· ·which will be the final.· Comments are not responded to

14· ·immediately because, again, they have to be considered

15· ·into the document and responded to formally.· So that's

16· ·how it's going to work tonight.· So we'll provide more

17· ·information on that as we approach the hearing.

18· · · · · · But, again, I did want to thank you for

19· ·joining us tonight.· We do have quite a bit of

20· ·information to share with you.· I do want to let you

21· ·know that, again, this meeting is being recorded for

22· ·the purposes of capturing all the information

23· ·appropriately as your comments are also being

24· ·transcribed by a live court reporter.· But, again, we

25· ·are using the recording as a backup for this as well.



11

·1· · · · · · We want to also introduce the fact that we

·2· ·have the project team that we presented tonight.

·3· ·You'll get an overview from our project manager, Jenny

·4· ·Cristales-Cevallos.· And then once Jenny has concluded

·5· ·her portion, she'll be followed by our technical

·6· ·consultant, which is Jaime Ortiz, who will be providing

·7· ·some information on that.· And then I will come back

·8· ·and then provide additional information on how to

·9· ·provide comments and types of comments that would be

10· ·appreciated.· And then I'll introduce Edgar Gutierrez,

11· ·who will be our hearing officer, and he will begin the

12· ·hearing to take your formal comments.· Again, the way

13· ·we are working tonight, once that starts, we will ask

14· ·you to raise your hand and you will be called on in the

15· ·order that you're in.

16· · · · · · We also are taking comments in person at the

17· ·city of Pico Rivera Council Chambers where I see a few

18· ·people that are sitting in the audience.· Thank you for

19· ·joining us.· If you would like to speak, you will make

20· ·arrangements with the folks that are supporting us at

21· ·the location.· And if you look to your left, there is a

22· ·camera that is looking at you.· You'll just come and

23· ·stand to the camera that is facing you, and you will

24· ·provide your comments there once your name is called.

25· ·So just letting you know again, to your the far left is
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·1· ·where we see you right now, and that's where you will

·2· ·go and provide your comments.· And we will have staff

·3· ·there as well to instruct you on what's going on.

·4· · · · · · So let's go over the agenda for tonight.  I

·5· ·think I just provided most of what we're going to be

·6· ·doing.· The presentation, the project overview by

·7· ·Jenny.· Draft EIR highlights by Jaime.· How to make

·8· ·comments, and the next steps will be where I come in,

·9· ·and then we'll do the formal comments until 8:00.· And

10· ·if we finish earlier, we'll provide additional

11· ·information as far as just going over a couple of items

12· ·that we have available for you as tools to do this.

13· · · · · · Once again, this is being live streamed at the

14· ·Pico Rivera Council Chambers.· And we ask everybody,

15· ·once we get closer to the comments, please practice

16· ·respect to all your colleagues and fellow community

17· ·members who are there.· Respect everyone's comments.

18· ·Everyone has an opportunity to say what they're feeling

19· ·and saying and they should feel comfortable and

20· ·confident in what they're saying.

21· · · · · · So with that, I think -- I don't see any

22· ·additional folks in the audience to introduce.· So I

23· ·will come back later on.· What I will do now is go on

24· ·to the next slide and introduce our project manager,

25· ·Jenny Cristales-Cevallos, who will take you on from



13

·1· ·this point on.

·2· · · · · · Jenny.

·3· · · · · · JENNY CRISTALES-CEVALLOS:· Hi.· Good evening,

·4· ·everyone.· And thank you once again for participating

·5· ·either online or at the city of Pico Rivera Council

·6· ·Chambers.· Again, this is a critical milestone, and

·7· ·we're looking forward to your comments and listening to

·8· ·your comments to then respond to those in the final

·9· ·environmental document.

10· · · · · · I'm going to provide a quick project overview

11· ·and as well as how to navigate the environmental

12· ·document -- the draft EIR that is available online and

13· ·also at our public libraries.· And from there, as Tito

14· ·mentioned, I will be handing it over to Jaime Guzman

15· ·who's our consultant and will talk about some of those

16· ·topics that we heard during the last round of community

17· ·meetings.

18· · · · · · So as we mentioned in the past, East Side

19· ·Phase 2 is a Measure M project.· And essentially what

20· ·we're doing is following that project timeline that's

21· ·in front of you here on this slide.· What we're looking

22· ·at doing is we're currently now in the environmental

23· ·phase, which, again, we released the draft

24· ·environmental document, which provides a lot of

25· ·analysis in terms of environmental impacts and benefits
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·1· ·of the project in this document.· So we released that

·2· ·June 30th.

·3· · · · · · We're looking for environmental clearance by

·4· ·2023, with final design in 2028 and construction in

·5· ·2029.· So as the board moves forward to making a

·6· ·decision on a locally preferred alternative, as you can

·7· ·see here, based on this timeline, there's going to

·8· ·still be quite a bit of time between -- you know,

·9· ·through final design to when we start construction in

10· ·2029.· And that's primarily because that's when we

11· ·receive Measure M funding of $3 billion in 2029 for

12· ·construction.· And with that, we would be open for

13· ·service in 2035.

14· · · · · · This project is a priority project for the

15· ·board.· So it's one of four projects -- four rail

16· ·projects that the Metro board is interested in

17· ·prioritizing to the open -- for the Olympics in 2028;

18· ·however, the board still needs to make that decision.

19· ·Several elements need to be in place such as funding,

20· ·the technical work.· And all of these things need to

21· ·work together for the Metro board to then potentially

22· ·accelerate the project.· But for now, that decision has

23· ·now taken place and we are on the measure and project

24· ·timeline as shown on this slide.· And more importantly,

25· ·at the bottom, as you've seen, there's ongoing public
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·1· ·participation through the entire process all the way

·2· ·through opening of service.

·3· · · · · · Next slide.

·4· · · · · · So the proposed project, which is

·5· ·Alternative 1, as we're studying the three build

·6· ·alternatives in the -- project in the draft

·7· ·environmental document, the proposed project is the

·8· ·approximately nine miles of the extension that goes

·9· ·from the existing Atlantic Pomona station to the city

10· ·of Whittier and it has several different

11· ·configurations.· So I'll talk a little bit more about

12· ·the alignment itself and, of course, Alternatives 2

13· ·and 3 run the same alignment.

14· · · · · · So we have six proposed stations -- seven

15· ·proposed stations with the Atlantic homeowner

16· ·relocated.· So we have three underground stations of

17· ·Atlantic and Pomona, Atlantic and Whittier, and then

18· ·Commerce and Citadel.· After Commerce and Citadel,

19· ·getting closer to where we have the proposed site for

20· ·the option site for the maintenance storage facility

21· ·site, we then go into an aerial configuration.· And

22· ·what that means is a structure -- essentially the

23· ·alignment or the project, the train would go on a

24· ·structure, on columns, up to Greenwood in the city of

25· ·Montebello.· And that's essentially our baseline
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·1· ·project.

·2· · · · · · We're also looking at a design option through

·3· ·the city of Montebello, which is an at-grade option,

·4· ·that would begin at Garfield and would then traverse

·5· ·through the city of Montebello at Greenwood at an

·6· ·at-grade, which is street level, street running.· From

·7· ·there, from Greenwood, it would then go street running,

·8· ·median running on Washington Boulevard with a station

·9· ·at Rosemead and the city of Pico Rivera, and also

10· ·Norwalk and Santa Fe Springs and Lambert in the city of

11· ·Whittier.

12· · · · · · So as looking at -- looking at the different

13· ·alternatives, as you can see here, we have the initial

14· ·operating segments which allows us flexibility to build

15· ·a project in phases.· And so that's what's being

16· ·studied to see which of these are environmentally

17· ·superior alternative, which our consultant team will

18· ·talk about what that means in terms of environmental

19· ·superior alternative.

20· · · · · · So Alternative 2 is initial operating segment

21· ·to Commerce, which is 3.2 miles.· It includes three

22· ·underground stations -- Atlantic/Pomona,

23· ·Atlantic/Whittier, and Commerce/Citadel.· And then also

24· ·Alternative 3 -- to Greenwood is 4.6 miles, which would

25· ·go from Atlantic/Pomona, you know, with the three
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·1· ·underground stations up to the city of Montebello at

·2· ·Greenwood.· Once again, those include the design

·3· ·options for Atlantic and Pomona and also design option

·4· ·at Greenwood, which would be at-grade or aerial, and

·5· ·the same goes for the station at Greenwood.

·6· · · · · · Next slide.

·7· · · · · · So as part of our project or as part of the

·8· ·East Side Phase 2 and all the projects when Metro

·9· ·extends lines, we have to identify maintenance storage

10· ·facilities site.· And what we do at these sites is that

11· ·we store our light rail vehicles and also maintain

12· ·them, wash them, do maintenance on them.· And so in

13· ·this case, we have two site options that are being

14· ·studied in the draft environmental document, one in the

15· ·city of Commerce and the other in Montebello.

16· · · · · · As you can see here, the Commerce site is a

17· ·little smaller with 24 acres roughly -- approximately

18· ·24 acres.· And it could house up to a hundred light

19· ·rail vehicles.· And this site is between Saybrook and

20· ·Davie, which has a connection from the alternative.· So

21· ·as you can see here, from the proposed project, the

22· ·green areas where we go in an aerial configuration, and

23· ·then the aerial again configuration is the pink line as

24· ·well.· That's when we transition from the green to the

25· ·pink.· And those are lead tracks or tracks that go into
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·1· ·the maintenance storage facility site.

·2· · · · · · The second site option is in the city of

·3· ·Montebello.· And roughly, that's between Yates and Vail

·4· ·along Washington.· And this is one is approximately

·5· ·about 30 acres, which has a capacity of storing close

·6· ·to 120 light rail vehicles.· The these maintenance

·7· ·storage facility sites, depending on the alternative,

·8· ·will be served.· So, for example, the Commerce site

·9· ·could be served by all three alternatives, and then

10· ·also the Alternative 3; however, Alternative 2 would be

11· ·only the maintenance storage facility site in Commerce.

12· · · · · · Next slide.

13· · · · · · So currently, the project is being studied

14· ·through the California Environmental Quality Act.· So

15· ·what we're looking to do is to stay compliant and get

16· ·the project environmentally cleared through CEQA.· And

17· ·what CEQA does is that it looks at the short-term,

18· ·long-term and also combination of projects that are

19· ·nearby as ways to look at all the impacts related to

20· ·that.· As part of that, we look at existing conditions

21· ·as well.· And in this case, we looked at 2019 just

22· ·because we knew that the pandemic might have changed

23· ·some of the information as we were looking at that.

24· ·Also, this gave us an opportunity, in terms of starting

25· ·the draft environmental document again, our grade
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·1· ·crossing policy analysis.· Essentially, we use this

·2· ·grade crossing policy analysis across all Metro

·3· ·projects to look at how we can travel through, whether

·4· ·can we go at street level or do we need to go in an

·5· ·aerial configuration above or underground.· So we had

·6· ·an opportunity to evaluate this once again through this

·7· ·environmental document.

·8· · · · · · We also considered all the comments be heard

·9· ·during the public meeting since 2019, including all the

10· ·scoping meetings.· This also considers best management

11· ·practices and lessons learned since Metro has been

12· ·building projects for quite sometime now.· We had a lot

13· ·of lessons learned.· And it also includes mitigation

14· ·measures.· And essentially, we'll talk a little bit

15· ·more of what mitigation measure means a little later in

16· ·the presentation.

17· · · · · · Next slide.

18· · · · · · So here I'd like to briefly provide a quick

19· ·orientation to the draft environmental document, where

20· ·you can go to find information.· So the draft

21· ·environmental document is essentially two volumes, and

22· ·each one -- I mean, the Volume 1 has an executive

23· ·summary that could provide you all the information you

24· ·need.· But if you'd like to get into more detail, you

25· ·can also go into Chapter 3, which is where we have the
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·1· ·environmental evaluation.· This is where all the topics

·2· ·are discussed individually and analyzed.

·3· · · · · · We'll talk a little bit more about what those

·4· ·sections mean in the next slide.· But for now, the

·5· ·executive summary again, it comprises of all the

·6· ·information in a very concise way.· We'll show examples

·7· ·of the table.· Also, it has the project description in

·8· ·Chapter 2, so you can familiar yourself with a lot of

·9· ·the elements that are included in building a light rail

10· ·project and including more specifically for the east

11· ·side project.· Also, again, Chapter 3 is where we have

12· ·a lot of that evaluation and then other CEQA

13· ·evaluations.

14· · · · · · More importantly, what I'd like to point out

15· ·is Chapter 5.· That's where we do a comparison of all

16· ·the alternatives, including alternatives that were

17· ·studied previously for this project.· We've heard a lot

18· ·throughout our community meetings about the

19· ·transportation management systems, and that is one that

20· ·is also discussed there.· More importantly, we have

21· ·also Chapter 6, which includes our public outreach.

22· ·The rest are just our information related to having

23· ·some references, such as a list of preparers and

24· ·acronyms.· Also, in Volume 2, that's where we include

25· ·our advanced conceptual engineering drawings, so you
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·1· ·can get to know exactly where the stations are, how the

·2· ·alignment will be running through your communities.

·3· · · · · · Next slide.

·4· · · · · · So breaking apart Chapter 3 from the

·5· ·environmental document, that's where we have the

·6· ·different topics.· Each topic -- and we have here as an

·7· ·example is the transportation and traffic topic, which

·8· ·the section then breaks it down in terms of how the

·9· ·analysis was done.· So we look at regulatory framework,

10· ·which looks at all applicable laws, whether it's state

11· ·law, federal law and also local law or ordinances from

12· ·our local cities.· That information is outlined there.

13· · · · · · Then we also talk about the methodology of how

14· ·the data was gathered and evaluated.· And then from

15· ·there, we have a threshold of significance.· So CEQA

16· ·specifies thresholds that we evaluate against to

17· ·understand what are some of those impacts.· Existing

18· ·settings is where we start to talk a little bit more

19· ·about what the conditions are in 2019.· And then as we

20· ·start to look at the analysis, then the impact

21· ·evaluation occurs where we start to compare the project

22· ·elements with those existing conditions, look at those

23· ·CEQA thresholds to determine if an impact does occur.

24· · · · · · From there, project measures and mitigation

25· ·measures are applied to see if we can lessen that
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·1· ·impact.· And then also, we have significance of after

·2· ·mitigation.· Again, it's a determination of the impact

·3· ·if a mitigation is applied.· So we're really trying to

·4· ·look at what are those impacts, if there is an impact,

·5· ·mitigate that by trying to lessen it.· And then from

·6· ·there, we have another determination that concludes

·7· ·really the level of impact.

·8· · · · · · Next slide.

·9· · · · · · So you'll see that in the -- and throughout

10· ·the document, there are summary tables.· And in this

11· ·case, we also have summary tables in each of the

12· ·sections.· And this can be a resourceful table because

13· ·this will outline and summarize if there are any

14· ·impacts, such as no impact, less than significant, less

15· ·than significant with the mitigation measure or is it

16· ·significant and unavoidable.· And so what that does is

17· ·that this table will hopefully help you identify what

18· ·are those key areas or topics that you want to look at

19· ·and is there some kind of an impact.· So hopefully,

20· ·these tables at each -- the end of each topic area will

21· ·help you navigate the document better.

22· · · · · · Next slide.

23· · · · · · So through the environmental process and also

24· ·our design process, we follow project regulations and

25· ·standards, everything from the design and also what's
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·1· ·included in the environmental document.· We look at our

·2· ·Metro rail design criteria, and this is what really

·3· ·guides our design as well.· But we also work with

·4· ·regulatory agencies, such as Caltrans, and also

·5· ·California Public Utilities Commission who looks at

·6· ·safety at all of our at-grade crossings.· So, again,

·7· ·this is a very coordinated approach to ensure we're

·8· ·meeting standards from all the various agencies that we

·9· ·interact with throughout the entire corridor.· So those

10· ·regulations are met and we constantly and continue to

11· ·coordinate, but just through the environmental process,

12· ·but also through construction and operations.

13· · · · · · And I also wanted to mention what a mitigation

14· ·measure is.· Again, mitigation measure means a way for

15· ·us to include a measure that will hopefully prevent,

16· ·reduce or control adverse environmental effects that we

17· ·can better manage any impacts to the community.· Once

18· ·again, what we're trying to do with the draft

19· ·environmental impact report is to lessen the impacts in

20· ·the community so that we have less disruption and that

21· ·we work with the community as we start to advance the

22· ·project further.

23· · · · · · Next slide.

24· · · · · · So I wanted to talk a little bit more about

25· ·the tables as mentioned.· And what this table is
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·1· ·showing here is a summary of impacts.· And this is a

·2· ·table that you can find in the executive summary.

·3· · · · · · Now, I want to draw your attention to the

·4· ·darker gray areas.· And that's where we see significant

·5· ·unavoidable impacts.· And in this case, these are

·6· ·not -- these are typical of a light rail project or a

·7· ·project of this magnitude.· For the most part, where we

·8· ·see the significant unavoidable impacts are within

·9· ·cultural resources, which Jaime Guzman will go into

10· ·detail.· But these significant unavoidable impacts, if

11· ·you look closely, they are related to the Commerce

12· ·maintenance storage facility site.

13· · · · · · Then with geology and soils, which perhaps

14· ·also Jaime can get into a little more detail, where we

15· ·typically see significant unavoidable impacts is with

16· ·the use of the tunnel boring machine.· So essentially,

17· ·as we've been talking to the community, in order to

18· ·construct the underground segment, we would use a

19· ·tunnel boring machine.· And essentially, what that is a

20· ·giant drill, which makes it very difficult for us to be

21· ·able to monitor any paleontological resources in the

22· ·area.· And so with that, we have a significant

23· ·unavoidable impact, but, again, very typical when a TBM

24· ·machine is used.

25· · · · · · So what we hope that the audience and all the
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·1· ·stakeholders, the community members understand is that

·2· ·hopefully that the executive summary can provide you or

·3· ·be of a resource for you to navigate through the

·4· ·environmental documents.· So there are specific things

·5· ·or specific topics, such as noise or air quality.· This

·6· ·will give you an idea of whether -- how much of an

·7· ·impact the project has in the environment.

·8· · · · · · So with that, I am going to pass it along to

·9· ·Jaime Guzman.· He will be going over a couple of topics

10· ·that we know have been of a concern to the community.

11· ·Again, we're excited that -- the community's

12· ·involvement and providing comments, and we hope that

13· ·you continue to review our environmental document and

14· ·participate.

15· · · · · · Jaime.

16· · · · · · JAIME GUZMAN:· Great.· Thank you, Jaime.  I

17· ·appreciate that.

18· · · · · · Again, thank you for joining us today.· We

19· ·are -- I wanted to talk to you a little bit about the

20· ·results that we have in the environmental document.· As

21· ·Jenny mentioned, we have the impact summarized in the

22· ·executive summary.· These tables are very full of

23· ·information and they can provide you with a snapshot of

24· ·what is in the rest of the document.· The other aspect

25· ·that we try to make clear in the document is when these
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·1· ·impacts would occur.

·2· · · · · · So not everything is going to be impacted at

·3· ·the same time and not everything is going to be -- have

·4· ·an impact let's say doing construction and operations.

·5· ·So there are differences in timing of when some of

·6· ·these impacts would occur.· And all of that is laid out

·7· ·in the document.

·8· · · · · · Now, it is large document.· We understand that

·9· ·it can be difficult to navigate it.· And so what I want

10· ·to show you and talk with you through is some of the

11· ·topics where we found either significant unavoidable

12· ·impacts, such as this one, cultural resources, or where

13· ·we've had input from the community that has concerns

14· ·about a certain topic and they wanted to understand how

15· ·the project would affect it.

16· · · · · · In terms of cultural resources, which is found

17· ·in Section 3.4, the potential impact that we have is an

18· ·impact to a resource that is the Vail field industrial

19· ·addition historic district in the city of Commerce.

20· ·This is an industrial historic district that is not

21· ·designated as such, but it came across from our

22· ·research.· And what happens in this area is that this

23· ·area would be the area that would be selected for the

24· ·Commerce maintenance facility.· And the construction of

25· ·this maintenance facility, along with the tracks to get
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·1· ·there -- in and out of there would require property

·2· ·acquisition and demolition of some of the buildings

·3· ·there that -- some of them are historic, but part of

·4· ·what makes this a district is that every single one of

·5· ·them contributes to the overall aspect of this area.

·6· · · · · · And so the alternatives that would affect this

·7· ·are:· Alternative 1, which is the entire length if they

·8· ·used the Commerce maintenance facility; Alternative 2,

·9· ·which only has the Commerce maintenance facility as an

10· ·option; and Alternative 3, if the Commerce maintenance

11· ·facility is chosen.

12· · · · · · With the property acquisition of historic

13· ·resources, that can be done.· There are some mitigation

14· ·that can be done to preserve some of the history that

15· ·includes, you know, photo records, other ways to make

16· ·sure that the resource is documented, as well as

17· ·potentially providing signage to the -- that discusses

18· ·the importance of this area.· However, because we are

19· ·still going to be needing the properties and needing to

20· ·take these properties for the maintenance facility, it

21· ·would remain a significant and unavoidable impact, even

22· ·with some of this mitigation.

23· · · · · · Next slide.

24· · · · · · Another -- one of the many topics that we look

25· ·at is hydrology and water quality, which is
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·1· ·Section 3.9.· In this one specifically, we're looking

·2· ·at potential impacts to the rivers that are in this

·3· ·area, the Rio Hondo and Gabriel River.· The potential

·4· ·issue we look at is how will reconstruction of these

·5· ·two bridges, which they will be completely

·6· ·reconstructed, affect flow within the river, any

·7· ·pollutant concentrations and -- during construction and

·8· ·will the new piers affect the operations.

·9· · · · · · The alternative that would affect the rivers

10· ·would be Alternative 1, because that's the one that

11· ·goes through the rivers.· And what we've done is after

12· ·evaluating the type of construction that is proposed,

13· ·which is -- as Jenny mentioned, is in Volume 2 of the

14· ·report, and also the type of typical construction

15· ·activities that's could occur, there are some

16· ·mitigations that we can implement.· We have hydrology

17· ·mitigation, which is to isolate areas to make sure

18· ·that -- or to wait for the times when those areas are

19· ·not full of water.

20· · · · · · But if they're -- even when they're not full

21· ·of water, there is some potential for release of

22· ·hazardous materials if it is not done correctly.· And a

23· ·lot of the hazardous materials, regulations -- it's

24· ·highly regulated by other agencies.· But we have

25· ·included some additional mitigation, such as a soil and
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·1· ·groundwater management plant, also making sure that the

·2· ·area is kept clean if, you know, any construction --

·3· ·hazardous materials are used, such as gasoline and

·4· ·things like that, that they're isolated so that they

·5· ·don't impact the system here.· And what we expect after

·6· ·that mitigation is that there would be less significant

·7· ·impacts.

·8· · · · · · Another thing that we look at pertaining to

·9· ·the rivers is the actual construction and the effects

10· ·to traffic.· And we'll talk about traffic a little bit

11· ·later, but specifically to the river construction, you

12· ·know, we want to make sure that the management plan

13· ·doesn't allow the two bridges to be constructed at the

14· ·same time.· It doesn't need to do that.· It also allows

15· ·for part of the bridge to be reconstructed while the

16· ·other one is still available for traffic.· So there are

17· ·a lot of those traffic management plans that will be

18· ·talked about in a bit that can be helpful to try to

19· ·minimize construction impacts while the bridges are

20· ·being reconstructed.

21· · · · · · Next slide, please.

22· · · · · · Another big topic that we hear a lot about is

23· ·noise, and in particular noise to residences, as well

24· ·as to other substantive uses, such as hospitals and

25· ·parks.· And for a lot of the alignment, it is very



30

·1· ·industrial or commercial, but there are some parks that

·2· ·go along, you know, existing housing.· And particularly

·3· ·around those areas, what tends to cause a lot of the --

·4· ·most of the noise and some of vibration impacts is

·5· ·where the tracks cross over, so where there's some gaps

·6· ·in the metal, because they may need to cross over into

·7· ·the other tracks, and that happens around the station

·8· ·areas.

·9· · · · · · So through the process of the advanced

10· ·engineering, the preliminary engineering that we've

11· ·done, we've actually gone through and tried to place

12· ·those such that they're not directly in front of

13· ·residences.· That hasn't always been the case or

14· ·possible due to some distance requirements, but

15· ·wherever possible, that's been done.· For when things

16· ·can't be placed that far away from residences, we do

17· ·have some mitigations that try to minimize the

18· ·vibration and noise that is coming out of those by

19· ·using a certain type of padding underneath in those

20· ·areas or using a special type of track so that it

21· ·minimizes that wheel on wheel noise and vibration

22· ·sound.· And so what we expect is through those

23· ·mitigation measures and the sign that's currently

24· ·there, we should expect some less significant impacts

25· ·to noises in residential areas.
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·1· · · · · · Next slide.

·2· · · · · · Emergency access is very important, and it

·3· ·has -- it is related to traffic, which is in

·4· ·Section 3.12.· And so one of the things that we look at

·5· ·is how our emergency service is being impacted.

·6· ·Obviously, a lot of this happens during construction.

·7· ·But even after construction, depending on how it's

·8· ·designed, it could effect, you know, the crossing of

·9· ·streets and things like that.

10· · · · · · Well, one of the things that we do in

11· ·construction is traffic management plans, which is a

12· ·requirement and it's also added as a mitigation here.

13· ·That requires preparation of a plan and then having the

14· ·city that it's going through or jurisdiction that it's

15· ·going through, as well as stakeholders, including

16· ·police and fire, looking at those and approving those

17· ·before any construction happens.· There will be an

18· ·opportunity for those agencies, as well as the public,

19· ·to weigh in on those.

20· · · · · · In addition to that, some preliminary

21· ·coordination has begun with some of the fire providers

22· ·about the project, and more will continue as part of

23· ·the project as it goes to develop into a final design.

24· ·And so impacts we anticipate will be less significant

25· ·with that coordination in place.
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·1· · · · · · Next slide.

·2· · · · · · For traffic, we looked at the potential

·3· ·impacts in construction and detours and hall routes,

·4· ·looking at lane closures, you know, lane closures, and

·5· ·how it can impact businesses and local access.· All

·6· ·three alternatives have the potential to affect that.

·7· ·Even if it's fully underground, there are going to be

·8· ·some areas that are at-grade construction for the

·9· ·stations.· So there is mitigation, as I mentioned, that

10· ·we would have coordination with the local jurisdictions

11· ·and local stakeholders for traffic management plans.

12· ·And then there's a lot of project measures or standards

13· ·that we have to abide by or that Metro already

14· ·implements because of previous construction projects

15· ·experience that would result in less significant

16· ·impact.

17· · · · · · Next slide.

18· · · · · · So one of the things that we are required to

19· ·evaluate in the environmental document as part of CEQA

20· ·is to make a determination of an environmentally

21· ·superior alternative.· Now, this determination is

22· ·strictly based on the analysis that's performed in the

23· ·document, looking at all of the impact determinations

24· ·for all the different topics, as well as the extent of

25· ·mitigations that are required.· Based on those, the
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·1· ·environmental superior alternative in this document is

·2· ·Alternative 3, with the -- which is the initial

·3· ·operating segment from East Los Angeles to Montebello

·4· ·using the Montebello maintenance faculty.

·5· · · · · · Now, there is another term that some of you or

·6· ·many of you may be familiar with, which is the locally

·7· ·preferred alternative.· And these two are not

·8· ·necessarily the same alternative.· So the locally

·9· ·preferred alternative is an alternative that would be

10· ·selected by the board -- Metro board after input from

11· ·the environmental document, as well as any public

12· ·comments and reviews of project benefits.· And it may

13· ·coincide with the environmental superior alternative,

14· ·but it could also be a different alternative based on

15· ·these other influences.· The locally preferred

16· ·alternative is the one that will be then moved forward

17· ·to evaluate in the final document.

18· · · · · · So one of the things -- and we'll kind of jump

19· ·into the -- the next part of it is:· Can you make a

20· ·comment on the environmental superior alternative

21· ·during this period?· And the answer is absolutely yes.

22· ·And we would like for you, as you review the document,

23· ·to look at what the conclusions are and then, you know,

24· ·provide some input, if you have any, on that, because

25· ·that definitely -- public input has a lot of, you know,
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·1· ·influence into how the locally preferred alternative is

·2· ·done at a later time.

·3· · · · · · Next slide.

·4· · · · · · So with that, I wanted just to give an overall

·5· ·discussion and just some tips about how your comments

·6· ·can make an impact.· I think there's definitely -- any

·7· ·comments are welcome.· And we certainly want to

·8· ·encourage everybody to provide something.· But I think

·9· ·one of the things that we would like to see and that we

10· ·ask is that your comments -- try to be as specific as

11· ·possible.· And about environmental issues, things that

12· ·are in the document or that you felt should have been

13· ·in the document, but weren't.· And I think that can

14· ·help us, one, craft a good response to you so that we

15· ·can, you know, talk about where it might be in the

16· ·document if it wasn't clear from the beginning or, you

17· ·know, something that we can recommend for further study

18· ·as the design goes forward.

19· · · · · · We would like to also get some input on the

20· ·mitigation measures that are proposed.· Mitigation

21· ·measures are being proposed.· They're not set in stone.

22· ·And a lot of times, people just assume that, well,

23· ·that's just something we can't change.· And that's not

24· ·true.· And a lot of times, mitigation measures are

25· ·important for a lot of communities to get their say on
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·1· ·it.· So we really would like for you to take a look at

·2· ·those carefully.· If you have any input on them, please

·3· ·provide that.· And that can help us also shift -- or

·4· ·shape how the ultimate project looks.

·5· · · · · · Once the comments are compiled towards the end

·6· ·of the month, we will start the response to comments.

·7· ·They will all be reviewed and they will all be

·8· ·considered, and they will be given to the board for

·9· ·decision making on the project.· And the final

10· ·document -- the final EIR will have all the responses

11· ·individually responded to -- all the comments

12· ·individually responded to.· And that will be publicly

13· ·available where you can review the responses and look

14· ·at how we responded to your comments.

15· · · · · · And then with that, I think I'll send it over

16· ·to Tito.· So thank you.

17· · · · · · TITO CORONA:· Thank you, Jaime.

18· · · · · · And, again, we're getting close to starting

19· ·the public comment portion of this presentation in our

20· ·meeting.· So quickly, what we're doing for next steps,

21· ·we are going to review all the comments that are being

22· ·submitted and incorporate it into the public record.

23· ·Again, tonight, we are taking your comments, and they

24· ·will be responded to in the final environmental impact

25· ·report -- environmental impact statement.
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·1· · · · · · Tonight, we are only taking the comments.

·2· ·This is what we've been doing for the previous meetings

·3· ·that we've had in person as well.· During the hearing,

·4· ·opportunity to provide your comments will be captured,

·5· ·and then we will, again, incorporate them into the

·6· ·environmental document.· And, again, what we've been

·7· ·doing in person is we are also allowing for people to

·8· ·speak with staff who can provide answers immediately

·9· ·before and after the hearings.· But for how we're going

10· ·to do with the hearing is we're going to provide you an

11· ·opportunity to provide your comments at 90 seconds.

12· ·That will be captured, and then we'll move on to the

13· ·next folks.· I'll provide a little bit more update on

14· ·that.· I just wanted to let you know how this is

15· ·happening.

16· · · · · · So once we are done with the comments, and the

17· ·comment period closes on August 29th, we will go to the

18· ·Metro board for decision.· And that will be for the

19· ·locally preferred alternative selection.· And that will

20· ·be sometime later this year.· Following that, we will

21· ·release the final environmental impact report.· And,

22· ·again, it will be available for review.· And there will

23· ·be a decision at the Metro board, you know, to certify

24· ·and move forward with the CEQA portion of it.

25· · · · · · Again, everything is subject to change.



37

·1· ·Timeline may change.· Additional reports may be

·2· ·required or requested.· So, again, this is just a

·3· ·tentative schedule, but I do want to provide you with

·4· ·what the next steps are now.

·5· · · · · · Going to the next page, we'll go over where

·6· ·the draft EIR is available for public review and

·7· ·comment.· Again, you have until August 29th to provide

·8· ·your comments.· You can mail them to Jenny

·9· ·Cristales-Cevallos.· You can also go online to our

10· ·online comment tool, Metro.net/eastsidecomments.· You

11· ·can call the project voicemail and leave verbal

12· ·comments if you don't feel comfortable speaking in

13· ·person here at 213.922.3012.· Once again, 213.922.3012.

14· ·You can go online to our interactive tool at

15· ·Metro.net/eastside2022.

16· · · · · · And as I was saying, this is Meeting No. 3 of

17· ·4.· We were first at East LA on July 21st, Montebello

18· ·on July 30th.· Today we're online, but we're also in

19· ·the city of Pico Rivera Council Chambers.· And then

20· ·next week, the last meeting will be in the city of

21· ·Whittier at the Whittier Community Center Gymnasium

22· ·from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.· And that will be an in-person

23· ·open house as well.· So for those of you who want to

24· ·speak to folks and get some questions answered, we'll

25· ·have people available there.
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·1· · · · · · So with that, let's go on to the next slide.

·2· ·And I will introduce our hearing office, Edgar

·3· ·Gutierrez, who will go over the formal comments and

·4· ·basically how we're going to be doing this portion of

·5· ·the hearing.

·6· · · · · · Edgar.

·7· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· All right.· Thank you, Tito.

·8· · · · · · Good evening, everyone.· My name is Edgar

·9· ·Gutierrez.· I'm part of the outreach consultant team

10· ·that's providing outreach services for this contract.

11· ·Tonight, I'm serving as the public hearing office, as

12· ·mentioned by Tito.· My role is to make sure that

13· ·everyone who's interested in providing an oral comment

14· ·tonight has an opportunity to do so.· So, you know,

15· ·it's been noted tonight we have audiences both online

16· ·via Zoom, but also in person at the Pico Rivera site.

17· ·So we will be coordinating the oral comments between

18· ·both sites.· Everyone will have an opportunity to make

19· ·comments tonight once.· So we'll go over those

20· ·protocols shortly.

21· · · · · · First, just to clarify, we're conducting this

22· ·public hearing to receive your comments on the

23· ·environmental analysis alternatives, the impacts and

24· ·mitigation measures presented in the draft EIR in

25· ·compliance with the California Environmental Quality
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·1· ·Act.· So tonight, our job is to listen to your comments

·2· ·and document them.· But we're not going to be

·3· ·responding to those comments during the public hearing.

·4· · · · · · Tonight is a formal environmental process

·5· ·that's legally prescribed, and our job is just to

·6· ·listen and record your comments and testimony.· But

·7· ·your comments will be addressed in the final EIR, as

·8· ·has been mentioned.· And the slide show -- has shown

·9· ·some instructions on how to provide comments today or

10· ·anytime prior to August 29th.· And even if you've

11· ·already made a comment either at a prior public hearing

12· ·or submitted any written comment through the official

13· ·channels, note that you have opportunity to continue

14· ·submitting comments throughout the 60-day comment

15· ·period through August 29th.

16· · · · · · So tonight, we realize that the time to speak

17· ·90 seconds may not be sufficient, but consider it just

18· ·your initial comment, and we encourage you to continue

19· ·submitting written comments until August 29th.· Please

20· ·take advantage of the online interactive tool.· It has

21· ·all the resources beyond the draft EIR and comments and

22· ·instructions and links to make those comments.· You

23· ·have access to interactive map and other helpful

24· ·resources that may contribute or help you complete your

25· ·comment.
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·1· · · · · · And tonight, we have a court reporter that's

·2· ·going to be capturing all your oral comments as part of

·3· ·the transcription for this public hearing.· We also

·4· ·have a Spanish interpreter who will be providing

·5· ·simultaneous translation for anyone who's wishing to

·6· ·make comments in Spanish.· And we can -- we will be

·7· ·accommodating extra time to allow for that back and

·8· ·forth.

·9· · · · · · The court reporter meanwhile will be

10· ·transcribing your comments verbatim, so please state

11· ·your first and last name as clearly as possible.· This

12· ·will help us with the documentation of the legal

13· ·record.· And if possible, it would be great to also get

14· ·your ZIP code, because then that way we can associate

15· ·your comment based on a geographic region.· The court

16· ·reporter or I may interrupt you occasionally if we have

17· ·any issues with the way you're speaking or if we're not

18· ·listening to you clearly to make sure we capture

19· ·comments.

20· · · · · · With that, I believe that we're ready to begin

21· ·receiving formal comments on the draft EIR.· And to

22· ·start off, I'm going to call on the first three that

23· ·have raised their hand online.· After the first three,

24· ·I will be calling on the three persons on site.· And

25· ·we'll do that process.· I'm coordinating with my team
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·1· ·on site to make sure that everyone has an opportunity

·2· ·to comment.

·3· · · · · · So to start off, I'm going to call on the

·4· ·first three people who have raised their hand online.

·5· ·First starting out with Mike, followed by Linda

·6· ·Palacios, and then DK.

·7· · · · · · So, Mike, you should be prompted to unmute.

·8· ·And please start speaking and the clock will start as

·9· ·soon as you start speaking.· Mike, we are not hearing

10· ·you.· And in case you can hear me, please try unmuting

11· ·your microphone.· I'll give you another few seconds.

12· ·If not, we'll go with Linda Palacios.

13· · · · · · Okay.· I'm not hearing Mike.· So let's go with

14· ·Linda Palacios.· We'll go back to Mike after Linda.

15· · · · · · Linda.

16· · · · · · LINDA PALACIOS:· Hi.· Thank you for your

17· ·presentation.· My name is Linda Palacios.· I want to

18· ·know why Metro is insisting on building this 5 billion

19· ·subway to the Citadel Mall.· Is this really the best

20· ·and highest priority transit solution for the East

21· ·Side?· You know, Metro's own numbers say only 4100

22· ·people will ride the subway, which essentially equates

23· ·to $1.5 million per rider.· Metro has packed buses that

24· ·have a lot more riders and you're making them ride slow

25· ·buses on congested streets so you can prioritize this
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·1· ·5 billion subway to the Citadel.· We know that

·2· ·Washington Boulevard buses are nearly empty and so is

·3· ·the current East Side gold line on Third Street.

·4· ·Again, Metro's own numbers show that it's lowest

·5· ·ridership segment in the system with two stations that

·6· ·barely serve a few hundred boardings each day.· This is

·7· ·not the right solution for transportation in this area,

·8· ·and Metro definitely owes it to the public to review

·9· ·how low the project benefits are compared to this

10· ·incredibly high cost.· Ultimately, a $5 billion subway

11· ·makes no sense, and we deserve a lot more transit

12· ·service.· Thank you.

13· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Thank you, Linda.· It looks

14· ·like Mike has lowered his hand, so I'm going to call on

15· ·DK to go up next and followed by Arturo Hay.

16· · · · · · So, DK, please go ahead when prompted.

17· · · · · · DK:· From the Whittier Daily News, recent

18· ·article, even the line going to Whittier with the

19· ·Montebello site instead of Commerce has problems

20· ·according to the report.· It has many mitigation

21· ·measures to address, noise and vibration impacts

22· ·applied to $0.70 of the receivers compared to $0.29 of

23· ·receivers, construction impacts associated with

24· ·rerouting transit, traffic, bicycle and pedestrian

25· ·facilities.· Given the greater number of mitigation
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·1· ·measures, the route to Whittier option would not be

·2· ·considered the environmentally superior alternative,

·3· ·the report said.· On that, I will say this can -- we

·4· ·can attempt to stop this by valid measure if this goes

·5· ·forward in Whittier, which is what we will do if it

·6· ·does.· Number three, homelessness and crime would

·7· ·decrease dramatically.· 5,700 homeless ride the Metro

·8· ·today according to Sheriff Villanueva.· The 2035 gas

·9· ·vehicle ban, which you can Google, is the gas vehicle

10· ·ban planned by Newsome, would be disastrous.· It's

11· ·interesting that the end service date for the gold line

12· ·to Whittier or whatever alternative you choose is 2035.

13· ·I believe that this plan is to create riders by this

14· ·ban, not that anyone would be riding this gold line.

15· ·Nobody is going to be riding it.· The Atlantic project

16· ·proves that.· This would destroy Whittier's quality of

17· ·life.

18· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Thank you, DK.· Your time is

19· ·up.· I appreciate your comment.· I will now transition

20· ·over to Arturo Hay.

21· · · · · · But before you go, Arturo, I just want to

22· ·start prompting the audience in person so that they can

23· ·start getting ready.

24· · · · · · I have the first three listed speakers that

25· ·have submitted a speaker card, are Edmond Velos,
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·1· ·followed by Jorge Martinez.· And then I have a third

·2· ·card that's also listed as George Martinez.· If that's

·3· ·a different person, then please plan on lining up for

·4· ·that.

·5· · · · · · But, Arturo Hay, if you could unmute yourself

·6· ·and start your comment.· Just a reminder to state your

·7· ·name, first and last, into the record and ZIP code if

·8· ·possible.· Arturo, go ahead.

·9· · · · · · ARTURO HAY:· Yes.· Can you hear me?

10· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Yes.

11· · · · · · ARTURO HAY:· Okay.· Great.· First of all,

12· ·thank you.· I appreciate this investment in the East

13· ·Side.· I want to make it quick, but I wanted to note

14· ·that I've looked through the documentation in the

15· ·previous EIRs and I have not found any information

16· ·regarding an alternative to build this line along the

17· ·Union Pacific right-of-way where the Montebello

18· ·Metrolink currently is servicing.· There's about 50 to

19· ·60 extra feet of right-of-way along the side of the

20· ·rails that could easily fit a station.· You could still

21· ·have a Citadel station that would be adjacent to the

22· ·Citadel, and you wouldn't require a subway or having to

23· ·interrupt traffic and community members on Washington

24· ·Boulevard.· This alignment will go closer to population

25· ·centers and Commerce, East LA along Garfield Avenue,
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·1· ·closer to Downtown Montebello and closer to the

·2· ·Whittier Boulevard alignment and Pico Rivera.· And it

·3· ·would save a lot of money, which, you know, this seems

·4· ·like a lot of an investment specifically to put the

·5· ·subway portion of the rail in an empty area where the

·6· ·Citadel has parking lots and there's warehouses.· It

·7· ·will also be adjacent to many potential properties that

·8· ·could be used for maintenance facility without having a

·9· ·lot of the issues the current facility locations will

10· ·be located.· So, again, I'd just like to advocate to

11· ·put the rail line along the Union Pacific tracks that

12· ·are south of the Ferguson Avenue and north of

13· ·Washington Boulevard.· Thank you.

14· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Thank you, Arturo.

15· · · · · · So as noted, we're going to our on-site

16· ·audience in Pico Rivera.· So our first speaker is

17· ·lining up.· So we'll have Edmond Veloz, followed by

18· ·Jorge Martinez.· I was informed that the other Jorge

19· ·Martinez has left.· So followed by Jorge Martinez will

20· ·be Marina Martinez.

21· · · · · · So, Edmond, please go ahead when you're ready.

22· ·And start off by stating your name into the record and

23· ·ZIP code if possible.

24· · · · · · EDMOND VELOZ:· Can you hear me?

25· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Yes.
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·1· · · · · · EDMOND VELOZ:· I'm Edmond Veloz, V-E-L-O-Z.

·2· · · · · · Tonight, we're talking about public

·3· ·transportation, the word "public."· Now, in front of me

·4· ·here, I have a page from a 2019 public meeting that

·5· ·took place in Whittier, and these are the very words of

·6· ·a Cevallos, the project manager, and she was told to

·7· ·say this according by the EMTA.· And these are from

·8· ·their transcripts.· It says, "So all these elements

·9· ·need to go through the public review process and the

10· ·environmental process down to when we identify the

11· ·locally preferred alternative."· So this is currently

12· ·the purpose and need of the project.· Again, we're

13· ·soliciting input to ensure that that this purpose and

14· ·need meets the community's needs and concerns.· I have

15· ·here 1,550 signatures for the locally preferred

16· ·alternative, which is the environmentally superb

17· ·alternative and it is for the TSM alternative,

18· ·transportation system management alternative.· The

19· ·Metro has no kind of support anything close to this,

20· ·and we're advocating the use of electric buses instead

21· ·of the light rail.· It'll cost 1/100th of the cost and

22· ·it'll be much more efficient, a much better project and

23· ·something that the public will definitely use.

24· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Thank you for your comments,

25· ·Edmond.· We appreciate them.· As noted, please use the
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·1· ·other commenting portals to submit additional comments

·2· ·or anything to the record.

·3· · · · · · I'd now like to follow up with the next

·4· ·speaker on site, Jorge Martinez, who will be followed

·5· ·by Marina Martinez.· And then I will be calling on the

·6· ·names for online audience.

·7· · · · · · So please go ahead, Jorge.

·8· · · · · · JORGE MARTINEZ:· Hello.· My name is Jorge

·9· ·Martinez.· I looked online and I found a figure for

10· ·this project, the gold line, 6.5 billion.· What a waste

11· ·of money.· For less than $50,000 -- I mean,

12· ·$50 million, we can have electric buses that run on the

13· ·boulevard every 15 minutes and have the fare

14· ·subsidized, too.· And then why are they forcing trains

15· ·on us when according to Metro data in February 2020,

16· ·the agency reported an estimated average of almost

17· ·1.2 systemwide riders each weekday.· Guess what?· The

18· ·buses take over the population.· They're the preferred

19· ·alternative.· 871,000 took the bus.· 321,000 were on

20· ·the rails.· And transit ridership is also a serious

21· ·decline.· And this is looking at Metro's old data and

22· ·others that are available online.· Better railroad

23· ·administration statistics for 2021 show that highway

24· ·rail crossings are more deadly in collisions in

25· ·California between cars and trains.· California ranks
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·1· ·number two in collisions in the United States, and we

·2· ·will have at least four of them -- Greenwood Avenue,

·3· ·Rosemead Boulevard, Norwalk Boulevard and Lambert Road.

·4· ·These are at-grade.· Everybody is on the same level --

·5· ·pedestrians, cars, trucks, trains.· They're dangerous.

·6· ·Thank you.

·7· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Okay.· Thank you, Jorge.

·8· · · · · · Next is Marina Martinez.· Please start by

·9· ·stating your name into the record.

10· · · · · · MARINA MARTINEZ:· My name is Marina Martinez

11· ·and I'm a resident of Pico Rivera.· And I'm opposed to

12· ·the gold line, specifically the alternative coming down

13· ·Washington and Lambert.· This is a $3 billion train to

14· ·nowhere.· I don't know of anybody who would want to

15· ·take the train down to its terminus, which is the

16· ·hospital.· And, you know, as far as the shops around

17· ·that route, you know, it's not going to attract

18· ·ridership that Metro is looking for.· And that's been

19· ·the problem with the gold line through -- especially

20· ·coming in through -- which I've seen coming in through

21· ·the East Los Angeles area, coming down 3rd.· I rarely

22· ·see any car full.· I see at the most 3 or 6 or 12

23· ·people, not even that.· So it's a $3 billion debacle.

24· ·It's a cash cow for I'm sure some people will benefit

25· ·financially from it, but certainly not the residents or
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·1· ·the people living along that route, which I do.· I live

·2· ·about four or five blocks from Washington Boulevard and

·3· ·Rosemead.· So I know I'm going to be impacted with

·4· ·noise, with pollution for seven years at least, and I'm

·5· ·not looking forward to that.· And I know they said, oh,

·6· ·we're going to coordinate with the local law

·7· ·enforcement and, you know, traffic and all that.

·8· ·That's a lot of pie in the sky.· That's a lot of pie in

·9· ·the sky.· I'm sorry.

10· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Thank you, Marina.

11· · · · · · So I mentioned, I'm going to transition to our

12· ·online audience.· We'll go through a few of those

13· ·raised hands, and we'll go back to the Pico Rivera site

14· ·to check in for additional speaker cards.· So online,

15· ·our Zoom audience, we have raised hands by Jiu Yoon.

16· · · · · · Jiu Yoon, you will be first, followed by

17· ·Sergio and then FHN.· So, Jiu Yoon, please go ahead and

18· ·unmute yourself when prompted and start of by stating

19· ·your name into the record.

20· · · · · · JIU YOON:· Yeah.· Hi.· Can you guys hear me?

21· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Yes.· Please go ahead.

22· ·Perfect.

23· · · · · · JIU YOON:· My name is Jiu Yoon, ZIP code

24· ·90640.· I work at a -- on a business off of Washington

25· ·and Greenwood.· And like many of the residents and
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·1· ·people who work there have already stated, we are very

·2· ·concerned about why the Metro is so adamant about

·3· ·running this line across Washington when we have Old

·4· ·Dominion right there.· We have recycling centers and

·5· ·other construction sites going out with containers and

·6· ·huge, big rigs going in and out.· And the Metro and MTA

·7· ·are saying that they'll mitigate traffic as much as

·8· ·possible when it's a nightmare already with three lanes

·9· ·each way.· Like the previous resident already said, it

10· ·just seems like a huge pie in the sky.· It seems

11· ·completely unfeasible.· Hard to imagine how that's

12· ·done.· The Alternative 2 with the maintenance site off

13· ·of -- behind Vail and Washington next to that church

14· ·also seems completely unfeasible for the very same

15· ·reasons as we have the trash echo or whatever, like

16· ·literally right off of Vail going in and out every day

17· ·with several containers as well in the back.· It's

18· ·just -- it's really baffling and completely really tone

19· ·deaf with people who have never experienced what it's

20· ·like traveling on Washington.· Thank you.

21· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Thank you for your comment.

22· · · · · · Next will go to Sergio.· Sergio will be

23· ·followed by FHN, and then we will go back to the Pico

24· ·Rivera site to check for additional speaker cards.

25· · · · · · So, Sergio, unmute yourself and please start
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·1· ·off by stating your name into the record.

·2· · · · · · SERGIO ARANGULA:· Hi, Edgar.· Can you hear me?

·3· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Yes.· Please go ahead.

·4· · · · · · SERGIO ARANGULA:· Perfect.· Okay.· My name is

·5· ·Sergio Arangula, ZIP code is 90606.· And unlike many

·6· ·who have been opposing this, I'm actually looking

·7· ·forward to this.· I'm a young professional that lives

·8· ·close by on Washington and Broadway.· And we're really

·9· ·looking forward to seeing this in the ballot.· A lot of

10· ·my friends have been looking for the day for us to

11· ·support this.· But I'm going to stick to the topic here

12· ·and critique a little bit of the environmental aspect

13· ·of this.· I'm looking specifically on page 337 of the

14· ·environmental document where it states about the

15· ·transmission lines.· My concern is how much will we

16· ·have to mitigate those transmission lines as we get

17· ·closer to Whittier?· I know that when once you cross

18· ·over, I believe, San Gabriel River, you have two 20KB

19· ·and 500KB lines.· And if we do have to mitigate those

20· ·lines in regards to clearances to the OCS, how much

21· ·would we be on the hook for?· And would we have to

22· ·underground lines as well?· I guess -- and have we

23· ·compared those to other route options such as the

24· ·purple line or the blue line?· How much more

25· ·significant would that cost us if we were to keep it
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·1· ·at-grade or aerial and then maybe move it down to

·2· ·underground?· A couple of the comments.· But for the

·3· ·most part, we're really looking forward to this.· There

·4· ·will be a day where this will be on the ballot, and we

·5· ·can't wait to vote on that.· Thank you.

·6· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Thank you, Sergio.

·7· · · · · · Up next, we have FHN who will be the last

·8· ·speaker for our Zoom audience for now.· And I'll be

·9· ·transitioning to the Pico Rivera site.· So meanwhile, I

10· ·would like to ask the Pico Rivera site -- we have two

11· ·speakers waiting -- for Jorge Martinez to be ready

12· ·after FHN.· And Jorge will be followed by Esther

13· ·Salise.· So now let's go to FHN.

14· · · · · · You'll be prompted to unmute yourself.· And

15· ·once do you that, please start off by stating your name

16· ·into the record.

17· · · · · · SD:· Hi.· I'm just going to give my initials,

18· ·SD.· And I live in Whittier.· I applaud the city of

19· ·Pico Rivera residents for coming out and opposing this

20· ·project.· This is definitely something that I think is

21· ·being perpetrated by politicians, such as Mr. Dutra who

22· ·sits on the board and is also a council member.· What

23· ·I'd like to know is are you going to have Mr. Dutra

24· ·recuse himself?· And also, how much subsidies is the

25· ·City of Whittier going to give Metro?· There's a public
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·1· ·safety issue that I'm very concerned about.· Our

·2· ·Whittier Police Department is already very

·3· ·understaffed.· The unarmed people that you hired to go

·4· ·on the Metro lines are not going to stop a rape, a

·5· ·robbery, which you know are happening on the Metro

·6· ·line, as well as robberies and other things, thefts and

·7· ·things of those sorts.· Other than that, I'm very

·8· ·concerned of the impacts our businesses are going to

·9· ·have along Washington Boulevard.· We're already very

10· ·heavily impacted by the numbers that are causing the

11· ·cities to rezone a lot of business areas to allow for

12· ·high density housing, and this is causing a lot of

13· ·businesses to shut down because they're being bought

14· ·out.· And I'm worried that your project is also going

15· ·to harm our businesses and our residents.· We don't

16· ·need the Metro in Whittier.· I oppose it.

17· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Thank you, SD.

18· · · · · · All right.· As mentioned, we're going to Pico

19· ·Rivera site.· So if we can have Jorge Martinez ready to

20· ·start and then who will be followed by Esther Salese.

21· · · · · · Jorge, please go ahead.· Start off by reading

22· ·your name into the record.

23· · · · · · JORGE MARTINEZ:· Hi.· My name is Jorge

24· ·Martinez, 90660 resident.· We all have seen how these

25· ·at-grade level Metro lines have been brought
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·1· ·environmentally, destroying single-family residents.

·2· ·So we're at this street that connected Slauson to Rex

·3· ·Road -- got cut off due to all the train crossing

·4· ·accidents and deaths in the past.· How can this not be

·5· ·a difference?· How can you honestly say our kids will

·6· ·be safe walking to El Rancho High School crossing

·7· ·Washington Boulevard, crossing Lacaline Avenue into our

·8· ·high school and middle schools?· My family and local

·9· ·community are not in favor of the proposed gold line

10· ·extension.· I live off Lindsay Avenue in Washington

11· ·Boulevard.· There are environmental noise, pollution.

12· ·Trembling will just devastate my home and my

13· ·surrounding neighbors.· The only way -- the only

14· ·entrance to my home is northbound through Lindsay

15· ·Avenue off Washington Boulevard.· If the Metro goes

16· ·through Washington Boulevard, my entrance will be

17· ·entirely cut off.· Unless this train goes underground

18· ·through Pico Rivera, as a registered voter, I will make

19· ·it my duty to support any recall or vote out any public

20· ·official who was in favor of this project.

21· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Thank you.

22· · · · · · We'll now call on Esther Salese to make her

23· ·comment.· She's the last person who submitted a speaker

24· ·card.· So I will go back to the online audience and

25· ·check again later for additional speakers at Pico
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·1· ·Rivera.· So for Zoom users, just be prompted.· Jesse

·2· ·Garcia will go after Celia -- I mean Esther Salese.

·3· ·And then Jesse will be followed by Dominic Gonzalez and

·4· ·then Mike.

·5· · · · · · So, Esther, please go ahead and make your

·6· ·comments.· Start off by stating your name into the

·7· ·record.

·8· · · · · · ESTHER SALESE:· Hello.· My name is Esther

·9· ·Salese and I live here in Pico Rivera.· I'm very

10· ·against this project.· During this meeting, none of the

11· ·speakers mentioned Pico Rivera.· Pico Rivera will be

12· ·affected, because it comes down -- this train will come

13· ·down Washington.· So once it passes Bluff to

14· ·Washington, you're going to hit our homes on Paramount.

15· ·You're going to hit our businesses that have been very

16· ·hard hit during the COVID, and now they're going to be

17· ·hit again with construction on Washington.· You will

18· ·have a station on Washington and Rosemead that will

19· ·affect our children and crossing on Passens and

20· ·Washington where our children, over 3,000, will cross

21· ·from school to El Rancho High School daily.· And you

22· ·will have this train coming down Washington Boulevard.

23· ·We have homes on Washington all the way down to the 605

24· ·freeway underpass.· You have homes there.· What are we

25· ·going to do with that?· What's going to happen to the
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·1· ·street as all the construction is going on?· What's the

·2· ·safety issues, environmental issues?· It's very

·3· ·dangerous to have this train come down for the sake of

·4· ·our children and the residents that live on that

·5· ·street.· I also would like to ask you to please extend

·6· ·the deadline.· You have August 29th.· You look at the

·7· ·books we have here, and they are huge.· Please extend

·8· ·it another two months.· At least give us to

·9· ·November 1st for the cities to look at this, because we

10· ·do not want this coming into our city.· Thank you.

11· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Okay.· Thank you, Esther,

12· ·for your comment.

13· · · · · · And now we'll go back to the Zoom audience,

14· ·those who have their hands raised.

15· · · · · · As I mentioned, Jesse Garcia, you'll be

16· ·leading off, followed by Dominic Gonzalez, then Mike.

17· ·So, Jesse, please start when you're prompted.· Unmute

18· ·yourself and initiate by stating your name into the

19· ·record.

20· · · · · · JESSE GARCIA:· Jesse Garcia.· Can you hear me?

21· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Yes.· Please proceed.

22· · · · · · JESSE GARCIA:· Okay.· Jesse Garcia, 90640.· As

23· ·I mentioned at the last meeting and everybody keeps

24· ·mentioning these $3 billion, everybody keeps forgetting

25· ·in 2029, you're not going to have 3 billion.· You may
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·1· ·have it on paper, but you're actually going to have

·2· ·2.5 billion.· Inflation is going to already eat you.

·3· ·So you're already in the red, okay?· When I broke

·4· ·everything down, this is going to be 52 years just to

·5· ·pay back $3 billion.· And we know we're not going to

·6· ·raise the ridership.· Since the last meeting, I've been

·7· ·going up and down the boulevard during the weekday when

·8· ·I come home.· Even the buses that run there right now

·9· ·don't have the audience you guys are looking for.

10· ·Mr. Dutra, he's in it for himself.· You can tell right

11· ·off the bat.· He's the only happy camper.· The other

12· ·folks who are for it, you guys have never really been

13· ·involved in a mess.· Once you see that mess going down

14· ·Washington, good luck.· So be careful what you wish

15· ·for.· The other thing I'm looking at here is the video

16· ·you keep presenting when this opens up, it's a bit

17· ·misleading because you show Whittier Boulevard.· This

18· ·thing is not going down Whittier Boulevard.· If you're

19· ·going to redo this video or you're going to do it, do

20· ·it right.· Show it going down Atlantic and through

21· ·Washington.· Why do you keep showing Slauson?· Why do

22· ·you keep showing Beverly Boulevard?· Actually, Beverly

23· ·Boulevard would be the best place for this track to go.

24· ·It would hook up Rio Hondo and --

25· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Thank you, Jesse.
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·1· · · · · · We will now proceed with Dominic Gonzalez

·2· ·followed by Mike.· After Mike, I will check for our

·3· ·Pico Rivera site for any additional speakers who have

·4· ·not spoken yet.

·5· · · · · · Please go ahead, Dominic when prompted.· And

·6· ·start of by stating your name into the record.

·7· · · · · · DOMINIC GONZALEZ:· Hello.· Can you hear me all

·8· ·right?

·9· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Yes.

10· · · · · · DOMINIC GONZALEZ:· Awesome.· So my name is

11· ·Dominic Gonzalez, address 91733.· I am most in support

12· ·of Option 1, mainly because breaking those projects

13· ·into phases, you know, there's no telling how expensive

14· ·they're going to get due to inflation or whatever,

15· ·tariffs and stuff, because, you know, ever since Trump

16· ·put those tariffs on Chinese steel, you know, that

17· ·really killed projects, even cutting down the gold line

18· ·extension from Claremont to Pomona.· So, you know,

19· ·honestly, I know there's more impacts.· There always is

20· ·with construction, but really just go home and get it

21· ·done while you can; right?· Because over the long term,

22· ·that really sets up chances to redo patterns, increase

23· ·the transit oriented development and really give other

24· ·people legitimate options outside of traffic.· And then

25· ·I do -- I didn't think about it, but I do actually want
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·1· ·to throw some support behind the idea of putting it

·2· ·possibly down the existing Metrolink tracks.· I know

·3· ·it's hard because there's freight down there, too.· But

·4· ·if you could fix that as well, too, I think that might

·5· ·be worth looking into.· That way, you can skip

·6· ·Washington if it seems undoable.· Also, look into grade

·7· ·separation at Washington and Rosemead and look into

·8· ·better connections at each station, especially like at

·9· ·Rosemead if you're planning to BRT light rail line down

10· ·that and better connections to old town Whittier.  I

11· ·think that would be really good.· But also, I'm very

12· ·excited for this project, and there's lots of

13· ·naysayers.· But, you know, at the end of the day, if

14· ·we're going to move on from cars, we need to keep doing

15· ·things like this.

16· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Thank you, Dominic.

17· · · · · · Up next will be Mike.· And I've been informed

18· ·by my team at the Pico Rivera site that we don't have

19· ·any additional speakers, but I will continue checking

20· ·and monitoring to make sure we get any additional

21· ·speakers wishing to speak tonight.· So Mike will be

22· ·followed meanwhile by Maude Manji and then BCS.

23· · · · · · So, Mike, go ahead and state your name into

24· ·the record.

25· · · · · · MIKE MARTINEZ:· Mike Martinez, ZIP code 90022,
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·1· ·East LA resident for eight years who's been living in

·2· ·front of the gold line -- existing gold line on Third

·3· ·Street.· I really don't have to be here because our

·4· ·extension is going to be all run underground through

·5· ·Atlantic.· I'm looking out for more the residents after

·6· ·East LA.· Don't let them build it above ground.· It is

·7· ·not good.· I'll tell you why.· Environmental report,

·8· ·1,012 pages long.· Section 61. -- 6.9.2.3, the

·9· ·outreach, the outreach was supposed to -- including

10· ·banners and electronic signs down the corridors that

11· ·they're going to build.· I have not seen one sign, so

12· ·they failed on that.· There's going to be detour routes

13· ·on Telegraph, Olympic, Whittier, and possibly Slauson.

14· ·When they're building this thing, a lot of noise, a lot

15· ·of dust.· Let's talk about asbestos.· Asbestos was

16· ·banned back in the late '90s because of the brake pads,

17· ·a lot of the brake pads had asbestos.· According to

18· ·that law, asbestos in brake pads should have gone away.

19· ·Any after-market brake pads, anybody can put on.· Is

20· ·Metro putting these types of brake pads on there?· My

21· ·son has asthma.· He's only two years old.· He's had

22· ·asthma since he was small, since he was born.· He has

23· ·to be on nebulizer treatment every morning and

24· ·afternoon.· Could it be it?· Who knows.· Underground is

25· ·more efficient and more stations to be more efficient.
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·1· ·Don't throw away $5 billion for nothing.· Thank you.

·2· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Thank you, Mike.

·3· · · · · · So now, Maude Manji, you'll be prompted to

·4· ·unmute yourself.· And then you'll be followed by BCS.

·5· · · · · · Currently, I don't see additional hands raised

·6· ·after BCS.· If you're wishing to speak, please consider

·7· ·raising your hand at this time, and I will call you

·8· ·later in the process.· For now, I will call Maude Manji

·9· ·to start off.

10· · · · · · Please state your name for the record.

11· · · · · · MAUDE MANJI:· Hi.· My name is Maude Manji.

12· ·I'm a resident of Whittier 90602.· Really excited for

13· ·this project.· Thank you, Metro, for bringing this

14· ·project.· You know, I would say the option that brings

15· ·this the fastest in one phase, that's the option I

16· ·support.· You know, this is really a project we need.

17· ·Nobody likes being stuck on the freeway going all the

18· ·way to downtown.· This is just really going to make my

19· ·life easier.· It's going to make my wife's life a lot a

20· ·easier.· We're really excited to have this project.

21· ·You know, I was in south Pasadena for a while and, you

22· ·know, they had the gold line down there.· I would just

23· ·go down to Downtown.· Now I'm excited to be a homeowner

24· ·in Whittier and to take this train down to Downtown and

25· ·even hopefully down all the way to Santa Monica and the
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·1· ·beach.· So I'm just very excited for the project.· The

·2· ·one thing I just want to add is I really hope there's a

·3· ·consideration of making an extension to Uptown, because

·4· ·that's really where I think a lot of businesses are,

·5· ·where a lot of folks can utilize this.· And there's a

·6· ·lot of density in Uptown.· For me, right now, if I were

·7· ·to walk to the station, it's like a 25-minute walk.

·8· ·It's a little bit selfish of me as well.· I'd like if

·9· ·it's Uptown, that's more of a 10 or 15-minute walk for

10· ·me.· That's a little bit selfish, but I feel like a lot

11· ·of the density, a lot of the apartment buildings are

12· ·going to be in Uptown.· So I'm just really hoping

13· ·that's considered as well, but overall excited for this

14· ·project.· Thank you to the mayor of Whittier and to all

15· ·the Metro board who brought this forward, and I hope we

16· ·get this as soon as possible.· So thank you again.

17· ·Thank you to the staff as well.· Thank you for putting

18· ·the hearing together.

19· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Thanks for your comment.

20· · · · · · Now, we'll go to BCS.· As stated, BCS is the

21· ·last speaker.· So anyone wishing to speak both online

22· ·via Zoom, if you're on Zoom, you can raise your hand.

23· ·Or if you're in person, please submit a speaker card.

24· · · · · · BCS, please go ahead and make a comment.· And

25· ·start off by stating your name into the record.
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·1· · · · · · BRICIA SATELLO:· Sorry about that.· I was

·2· ·muted.· I apologize.· Can you hear me?

·3· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Yes.· Please state your name

·4· ·in the record.

·5· · · · · · BRICIA SATELLO:· Absolutely.· My name is

·6· ·Bricia Satello, and I live in Montebello -- south

·7· ·Montebello.· So I am near one of the stations that you

·8· ·are proposing.· So I'm not necessarily opposed to

·9· ·having a train as I believe that transportation is very

10· ·crucial; however, I have to tell you that some of the

11· ·points that have been brought up are some of the points

12· ·that I want to bring up for sure.· So having the train

13· ·come down from East LA underground is great.· I think

14· ·that's great.· You know, we reduce some of the traffic

15· ·that would have been on there anyways, and it's safe;

16· ·however, when you come up to Commerce, you put it up on

17· ·top.· I don't live in Commerce, but if I were a

18· ·resident, I may have an opinion on that.· I do live in

19· ·Montebello.· And bringing it grade level, it's just --

20· ·to me, it almost seems like we're considered second to

21· ·a different city.· I have no idea why you didn't decide

22· ·to go underground as well, especially when you have

23· ·children crossing from one street to another in the

24· ·only place that there's going to be a public

25· ·elementary.· And that is ongoing with where you propose
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·1· ·to actually have a station.· That is very crucial

·2· ·because I can just see accidents happen.· You did the

·3· ·same thing in Boyle Heights where you had no rail when

·4· ·you first put it in.· And even with rail, that seemed

·5· ·still to be a very dangerous section.· So if you were

·6· ·to go underground, I promise you that I will walk

·7· ·around and try to convince my neighbors that this is a

·8· ·good project; however, I want you to consider that.

·9· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Thank you for your comment.

10· · · · · · All right.· So for now, that concludes the

11· ·speakers that have raised their hand or submitted

12· ·speaker card in person.· We're going to remain online

13· ·until 8:00.· But I just wanted to note that tonight is

14· ·not the end of the comment period.· Speaking or

15· ·providing oral comments is not the only way.· And it's

16· ·not just a way or the single way you can do so.· In

17· ·addition to those that submitted oral comments or not

18· ·did not, you have additional ways to make comments

19· ·through August 29th.· And those are shown on the

20· ·screen.· You have via mail listed there.· We have the

21· ·online web comment form at Metro.net/eastside comments.

22· ·The web comment form -- and we'll go over it in a

23· ·little bit if no additional speakers go -- raise their

24· ·hands, but this is a great way to just upload your

25· ·comment, submit any attachments or additional resources
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·1· ·you might want to include.· There's also some tips on

·2· ·how to make a comment.· And for those that just want to

·3· ·submit a quick comment, if you have a quick thought or

·4· ·don't want to take the time to type out your comments,

·5· ·we have the option to use the help line where you'll be

·6· ·able to submit an oral comment.· That will be

·7· ·transcribed the same way that the court reporter is

·8· ·doing tonight.· It'll be verbatim and included in the

·9· ·record.· And these methods, the three ways that I just

10· ·went over -- mail, web comment form and help line --

11· ·are available through August 29th as many times as

12· ·you'd like to use them.· So I just want to clarify

13· ·that, that tonight is just a method to submit comments.

14· ·And we realize 90 seconds is not sufficient.· So that's

15· ·why we want to encourage you to continue reviewing the

16· ·document and submitting your comments.

17· · · · · · I want to check again.· And it looks like we

18· ·don't have no one else with a raised hand at this

19· ·moment.· Since we promoted the public hearing to run

20· ·until 8:00, we're going to remain until that time just

21· ·to make sure that anyone that hasn't had the

22· ·opportunity to provide a comment tonight will have that

23· ·chance.· And if -- there's no one in person at the Pico

24· ·River site.· It sounds like we also don't have speaker

25· ·cards there.· Then I'd like to take this moment to just
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·1· ·start going over some of the tools that we've promoted

·2· ·tonight.· And I will pause, you know, at any moment

·3· ·that anyone has the urge to make a comment both on-site

·4· ·or here in person.· I'm going to stop and I will give

·5· ·you the opportunity.· The priority are your comments.

·6· ·What I'm going to be sharing, this is just to use the

·7· ·time that we've promoted.

·8· · · · · · So to start off, I'd like to share just one of

·9· ·the tools that was heavily promoted during the

10· ·presentation, which was the online portal tool, the

11· ·online virtual tool.· I will be pulling it up right

12· ·now.· Sorry, I'm having a little bit of difficulty

13· ·here.· Let me start again.· I may have to ask my staff

14· ·to help me share it, the virtual tool.· Okay.· Here we

15· ·go.· I apologize for that.

16· · · · · · Okay.· So what I'm sharing right here is the

17· ·online interactive tool that's been promoted.· This

18· ·website can be accessed at Metro.net/eastside2022.· So

19· ·when you goat here, you'll see this project branding.

20· ·You're encouraged to scroll down, because that's where

21· ·the tool will initiate.· Before I go into the rest of

22· ·the functions, I want to note that the tool is

23· ·available in English and Spanish.· So you'll get the

24· ·same exact experience in Spanish, same content, project

25· ·videos and links that we'll be going over.· So I just
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·1· ·wanted to note that it's available as soon as you start

·2· ·scrolling right beneath this initial set of tabs.

·3· · · · · · The tabs are going to the best way to explore

·4· ·the tool.· You'll be able to just skip past the section

·5· ·if you've already navigated through the tool, if you

·6· ·know the topic you might be looking for.· For example,

·7· ·you want to see the draft EIR.· You can either scroll

·8· ·down, we made it available right on top so there's not

·9· ·much navigating, or we realize people may want to just

10· ·click on something.· So here's the draft EIR.· It'll

11· ·take you to all of the pertinent documents.· The notice

12· ·of availability that announces that the draft EIR has

13· ·been released.· There's instructions on how to make

14· ·comments and public hearing details, availability of

15· ·the printed documents along the corridor at public

16· ·library, so the other public counters.

17· · · · · · So this is a good resource document to check,

18· ·and it expands a little bit more beyond the public

19· ·notice.· The draft EIR is the document that has been

20· ·mentioned and is the focus of your comments tonight.

21· ·So this is a quick ease access to just click on here

22· ·and have access of the document.· This will give you

23· ·the full draft environmental impact report.· It

24· ·includes the 1,012 pages that were mentioned.

25· · · · · · If you're looking for something just more an
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·1· ·introductory to see, if you want to dive into

·2· ·additional details, the best way to start and the place

·3· ·where a majority of the people will find the answers

·4· ·that they're looking for is the executive summary.· And

·5· ·for that reason, this is available entirely in English

·6· ·and also in Spanish.· So we encourage to start with

·7· ·this, or also if you can dive into the draft EIR that

·8· ·gives you all of the details, including the executive

·9· ·summary.

10· · · · · · And the local public library sites, we also

11· ·mentioned that they're available in the NOA.· You could

12· ·click on here.· And this will give you a map.· So you

13· ·can quickly navigate to whatever site might be easiest

14· ·to access.· What we do just encourage you to do, call

15· ·in advance to confirm the hours of operation.· Those

16· ·have been shifting because of the COVID, the pandemic

17· ·situation.· So please verify.· We don't want you to

18· ·make the trip unnecessarily.

19· · · · · · Now, going back to the tool -- let me just

20· ·check really quickly to see if there's anyone who has

21· ·any comments.· It looks like we still don't have any

22· ·raised hands at this moment.· Okay.· So I will continue

23· ·sharing the tool.

24· · · · · · So as we mentioned, the interactive component

25· ·is really what brings this document or this tool alive.
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·1· ·Not only just do you have access to all project

·2· ·resources here, an easy way to navigate, but you can

·3· ·also have the project history and visual details that

·4· ·are not currently featured on the project website.· It

·5· ·gives you the overview.· It describes the key

·6· ·components.· Then it starts talking about why the

·7· ·project is needed, some background information,

·8· ·connectivity to the regional connector on how that

·9· ·would one day potentially provide a one seat ride all

10· ·the way to Santa Monica and other vital connections.

11· ·It talks about where we are in the process to fully

12· ·deliver the project.

13· · · · · · A lot of this information is something that

14· ·you've already seen in a presentation tonight or in

15· ·past presentations, and that's the idea.· You have

16· ·access to all the information here.· So as you're

17· ·making your comments, if there's something that might

18· ·help you contextualize that comment better, maybe the

19· ·cross streets or some kind of level of detail, then you

20· ·can use this tool and you can see every map has a

21· ·legend.· If you lose a legend, look for these little

22· ·three dots, four dots in the bottom.· It gives you a

23· ·full definition of what you're seeing.

24· · · · · · This explore the corridor tool is a good way

25· ·to know the corridor a little better or, like I said,
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·1· ·make reference to it, anything that you want to include

·2· ·in your comments.· There's existing transit services.

·3· ·It will give you a listing of those.· You can also zoom

·4· ·in and see a little bit more detail.· You can click on

·5· ·the bus route information.· And there's also a

·6· ·navigation here that expands on the panels here that

·7· ·you're seeing.· Some of these layers of data or lines

·8· ·that you see on the map have additional information.

·9· ·And it breaks it down from -- you can see the route

10· ·name and additional details.· It's very resourceful.

11· ·There's some destinations of importance.· This is not

12· ·comprehensive, but it's intended to give you a general

13· ·sense of what's available along the corridor.

14· · · · · · There's also information on equity focus

15· ·communities.· This is from the Metro Race and Equity

16· ·Office who has been developing an emphasis on having

17· ·more equitable participation and access to services.

18· ·And this gives you essentially data from that

19· ·department and what helps inform our process -- not

20· ·only outreach, but other approaches.· So, you know,

21· ·this again is a really great tool and layer to take

22· ·advantage of.

23· · · · · · The freight rail corridors layer, this is one

24· ·of the most useful for the areas that have a lot of

25· ·rail.· As you can see, there's some portions that have
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·1· ·rail corridors going to certain communities.· And

·2· ·there's confusion as to which rail corridor we're

·3· ·talking about and how our rail corridor would serve in

·4· ·relation to those existing lines.· So this is a good

·5· ·layer for that.· This is only freight services, so it's

·6· ·not Metrolink.· Metrolink does overlap on a couple of

·7· ·those freight lines, but now this gives you a clean

·8· ·look on those Metrolink lines and stations.

·9· · · · · · And importantly to this also is the existing

10· ·bike path network and the various levels of service on

11· ·each of those lines -- bike lines provided.· As you can

12· ·see, they're defined by classes -- Class 1 through

13· ·Class 4 with Class 4 being the most protective type of

14· ·bike route available.

15· · · · · · Okay.· I'm going to check to see in our Zoom

16· ·if we have anyone else or with my team.· Looks like we

17· ·don't have anyone that has submitted a speaker card at

18· ·the Pico Rivera site or that has raised their hands.

19· ·So I will continue jus going really quickly now down to

20· ·the alternative section.

21· · · · · · TITO CORONA:· Can you provide again what the

22· ·address is to people that access the tool?

23· · · · · · EDGAR GUTIERREZ:· Yes.· The address -- so what

24· ·I'm showing right now is the online interactive tool

25· ·that was developed for the East Side Transit Corridor 2
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·1· ·project.· And the website to access this is

·2· ·Metro.net/eastside2022 or 2022.· And it'll take you to

·3· ·this alphanumeric scrabble, so that's why that's the

·4· ·easy path to access this tool.· And like I said, it's

·5· ·available in English and Spanish, with the Spanish link

·6· ·available right away up on top.

·7· · · · · · So taking advantage of the tabs, I'm going to

·8· ·show you how it works.· I'm going to go straight to the

·9· ·alternative section where I was just reviewing that

10· ·content.· A lot of these images that you see are

11· ·interactive in some format, at least in a zoomable way.

12· ·So, again, explore the tool.· Anything that you see

13· ·might be interactive.· This gives you an overview of

14· ·some of the recent project updates that have been made,

15· ·including the alternatives that advance into the draft

16· ·EIR that was released for public review.

17· · · · · · And so here you'll get to engage a little bit

18· ·more, you know, individually on each of the

19· ·alternatives.· So you see the map all at once and a lot

20· ·of the projet materials, but this gives you an

21· ·experience to see one alternative at a time.· So you

22· ·saw that I clicked on this, and that only shows me

23· ·Alternative 1, only that.· And then when I click

24· ·Alternative 2, this provides clarification.· As you can

25· ·see, it just clarifies really quickly the number of
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·1· ·stations and length.· And, you know, you can engage

·2· ·with it in your own way.· As you can see, there's some

·3· ·layers of detail.· You can see you can zoom in to see

·4· ·more information.· As you can see, there's certain

·5· ·labels that come up and so on.· So, you know,

·6· ·Alternative 3, I'll just click so you can see that it

·7· ·has the same level of information.

·8· · · · · · And if you continue scrolling down, you have

·9· ·additional profiles for each of these alternatives.

10· ·You also have additional design options that have been

11· ·shared in recent meetings and featured at the recent

12· ·materials that have been shared both at the public

13· ·hearings and via e-mail and online.· If you click on

14· ·these, you can see some of the station options, both at

15· ·Atlantic, Pomona and also at Greenwood.

16· · · · · · So to start off with Atlantic/Pomona, you see

17· ·here this says slideshow that's available.· You would

18· ·click on here.· I think I'm having some bandwidth

19· ·issues right now.· Let's go past these.· Those are

20· ·slide shows.· So right now, I think because I'm

21· ·sharing, it's giving me a little bit of trouble.· Let

22· ·me see if I can refresh.· Here we go.

23· · · · · · So you can see that you have some more

24· ·information on each of these station sites.· If you

25· ·want some clarification on what each option is,
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·1· ·essentially you have first covered underground

·2· ·option -- the baseline option here on Atlantic/Pomona,

·3· ·and then you have the open underground option.· And

·4· ·each of these have a couple of slides.· So you can open

·5· ·it and then you can just navigate through this

·6· ·information right here.· Like, for example, you see it

·7· ·in detail and there's some other slides.· So this gives

·8· ·you an example of what an open underground design or

·9· ·open underground station would be.· So if you have a

10· ·question of, well, what does this mean, what does it

11· ·look like, here's the real life example in the Metro

12· ·system.

13· · · · · · And here's additional details and so on.· And

14· ·if you want to learn more about the environmental

15· ·process, we featured details today as part of the

16· ·presentation, but this gives you just somewhat of a

17· ·narrative of what the process is and what it includes,

18· ·what your role is.· As you can see, there's a graphic

19· ·on the various components that go into the decision

20· ·making process and what the process includes and also

21· ·what types of evaluations are being taken and how these

22· ·evaluations will be performed and the various topics

23· ·that will be evaluated.· And throughout this, you'll

24· ·see links available.· So anything with a blue font

25· ·under line is usually a link that will open.· These are
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·1· ·additional resources that Metro has available

·2· ·explaining the environmental process.· So if you're new

·3· ·to the environmental process, this hopefully gives you

·4· ·a quick read through on what the process is, where

·5· ·we're at and what your role is.

·6· · · · · · And now, next is just a history of where of

·7· ·project has been.· So if you really want to do a deeper

·8· ·dive into the alternatives that have been previously

·9· ·considered through the various prior phases, including

10· ·prior to the environmental process that's part of the

11· ·alternatives analysis, and also during the

12· ·environmental process all the way up to the release of

13· ·the draft document that was stopped and now

14· ·recirculated as a draft EIR only, but it's -- all these

15· ·give you those great resources.· So if you've been

16· ·involved or have wondered maybe what alternatives had

17· ·been considered before, this gives you just a general

18· ·snapshot of that information.

19· · · · · · Okay.· I'm going to do another check-in to

20· ·make sure I'm not talking too much.· Still no raised

21· ·hand.· So I will continue.

22· · · · · · Now, this is the very important part.· As I

23· ·mentioned, the draft EIR is linked at the top of the

24· ·tool, but here's a little bit -- available more

25· ·thorough with all links and a full breakdown on how to
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·1· ·submit comments.· All of the different public hearings

·2· ·that are being conducted, including the information for

·3· ·tonight's hearing.· So tonight is the third of four

·4· ·hearings, as has been mentioned.· We have one more

·5· ·hearing that will be happening next week, Wednesday,

·6· ·August 17th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., in the city of

·7· ·Whittier, at the Whittier Community Center.· And the

·8· ·address is listed here.· So if you've lost your notice,

·9· ·if you want to share information, you can even just

10· ·link -- this is one of my favorite ways to share

11· ·information.· You can copy the section link with a lot

12· ·of these large headers.· If you just hover over the

13· ·label and clock on it, it'll copy that section.· And

14· ·I'll show you how it works.· You can include it as a

15· ·link on an e-mail to a friend, a text.· And then when

16· ·they click on it, this is what they copy.· I'm going to

17· ·go straight to the section that I copied the link from.

18· ·So it's not going to start at the top.· It's going to

19· ·go to the section that I want to -- I want my friend or

20· ·neighbor, someone that I'm sharing the details with.

21· ·So another, you know, quick link to just expand on the

22· ·details.

23· · · · · · Here's information on our recent community

24· ·information sessions.· These were held right before the

25· ·release of the draft document as a way to just make
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·1· ·sure that the corridor was -- communities were updated

·2· ·on the various project updates and then also just get

·3· ·ready for the release of the draft document.· What to

·4· ·anticipate, how to access the document, where it will

·5· ·be available, how to comment, et cetera.· And this

·6· ·provides some details on the anticipated next steps.

·7· · · · · · And additional resources -- so for folks that

·8· ·maybe aren't familiar with light rail transit or maybe

·9· ·those that are confused what's the difference between

10· ·light rail, heavy rail, community rail, freight rail,

11· ·there's a lot of terminology.· And not all trains are

12· ·created the same, so this is very helpful for people

13· ·that may be fearing that it's a freight train that's

14· ·being proposed.· A freight train is very heavy, very

15· ·loud.· You'll see all the characteristics on reading

16· ·them off the sheet.· And this is very helpful for

17· ·anyone that you think might be able to use this.· It's

18· ·a slide show, so you can also go through the various

19· ·slides here, like I've shown in the prior functions.

20· ·Or you can also download the whole slide show right

21· ·here if you want to go through that process.· So you're

22· ·able to view it all at once here and also download it

23· ·as shown right here.

24· · · · · · And we're getting close to the end and we

25· ·still don't have any raised hands.· So pretty soon, I
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·1· ·will be calling on Tito to wrap up the public hearing.

·2· ·But certainly, like I mentioned, you have an

·3· ·opportunity to raise your hand until 8:00 if you

·4· ·haven't done so already.· And for people on site at

·5· ·Pico Rivera site can also submit any comment -- speaker

·6· ·card request until then.

·7· · · · · · What I'd like to just spend a couple of

·8· ·minutes on, now that we've seen most of the tool, then

·9· ·this is the other very important component that's been

10· ·shared, the public comment form.· It's available in

11· ·English and in Spanish.· There's this link up here.

12· ·It's the same exact experience.· It's translated into

13· ·Spanish.· And as you can see, I have access to the

14· ·draft EIR.· We ask you to identify yourself as what

15· ·type of stakeholder, your contact information.· The

16· ·only required information is your ZIP code, but it's

17· ·very helpful when we have a name and other details just

18· ·to associate the comment and, you know, what it might

19· ·be in relation to what area of the community or area of

20· ·interest.

21· · · · · · And then there's just tip to submit comments,

22· ·like I mentioned, that you could use as you're creating

23· ·your comment.· And then you can type your comment into

24· ·this comment box and you can upload additional files.

25· ·If you prepared it as a Word document or an attachment
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·1· ·and you don't want to type anything, you just say, "My

·2· ·comments are enclosed."· And then you upload your file,

·3· ·and search through the files, upload them, and then

·4· ·that should be it.· And you have up to 30 megabytes

·5· ·that you can upload.· So that's plenty.· And if it's

·6· ·not enough, please continue submitting comments as

·7· ·needed.

·8· · · · · · Okay.· Tito, I think that wraps up a majority

·9· ·of what I wanted to cover with this additional time

10· ·that we have in the public hearing.· So now we can

11· ·transition back to the slide show so we can start

12· ·closing out tonight's hearing.

13· · · · · · But, again, I want to check one last time for

14· ·any additional participants that might be interested in

15· ·making a comment tonight.· I see none.

16· · · · · · Okay.· Then, Tito, please go ahead and help us

17· ·close out tonight's hearing.

18· · · · · · TITO CORONA:· Thank you, Edgar.

19· · · · · · And as you are checking online, I'm also -- I

20· ·have the Pico Rivera council chamber peeking as well.

21· ·It looks like that's pretty much -- the audience there

22· ·has also concluded and left.· So I don't see anything

23· ·in Pico Rivera.· But, again, I want to thank those of

24· ·you who joined us in person in Pico River, but also

25· ·online.· We understand that there are many ways to
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·1· ·participate in the public comment period, whether it's

·2· ·through a hearing, online, in person.· Or if you're not

·3· ·comfortable doing either, you can also do so at your

·4· ·own leisure by submitting comments now through

·5· ·August 29th.· You have plenty of time.· If information

·6· ·that was shared tonight -- you need to go and review

·7· ·more information on the online tool that Edgar just

·8· ·shared, please do so and submit your comments.· You can

·9· ·do so either in writing.· You can mail them to Jenny

10· ·Cristales-Cevallos, the project manager who presented

11· ·earlier today, who's at Metro at One Gateway Plaza,

12· ·MS 99-22-7 Los Angeles, California 90012.· You can also

13· ·do so using the tool that Edgar was discussing right

14· ·now, the online comment form, by going to

15· ·Metro.net/eastsidecomments.· Once again, that's

16· ·Metro.net/eastsidecomments.· Just submit your comments

17· ·online.· And that tool is available through

18· ·August 29th.· If you're not comfortable typing in all

19· ·your comments, you just want to verbally speak it like

20· ·you did tonight at the hearing or you didn't

21· ·participate in the hearing, but you want to do so in

22· ·private by telephone, you can also call our help line

23· ·at 213.922.3012.· Once again, that's area code

24· ·213.922.3012.· Now, there is one more public hearing

25· ·that we'll be having next week on Wednesday,
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·1· ·August 17th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in Whittier at the

·2· ·Whittier Community Center Gymnasium.· So, again, that

·3· ·will be our last in-person meeting that we will be

·4· ·having.· Again, this will be -- we'll begin with an

·5· ·open house at the beginning.· So you can go to staff at

·6· ·any of the stations we have, ask questions and you'll

·7· ·get your answers there.· And then following that, we

·8· ·will start with the presentation, just like we did

·9· ·tonight.· And we will have our public hearing in person

10· ·at that gymnasium all starting at 6:00 p.m.· So with

11· ·that, you can also join us that way or you can still

12· ·submit your comments now.· If your comments are

13· ·submitted in person, online or via phone, it's all

14· ·weighed the same.· It's all considered and part of the

15· ·public document that we are working on.· So one more

16· ·time, the online interactive tool that Edgar just

17· ·shared is at Metro.net/eastside2022.

18· · · · · · So it is now 8:00 p.m.· There are no more

19· ·additional questions through the hearing that Edgar was

20· ·participating in as our hearing officer.· So with that,

21· ·Thursday, August 11th, at 8:00 p.m., I want to thank

22· ·you all for joining us, and we are officially closing

23· ·the hearing and this meeting.· Thank you for joining us

24· ·tonight and I hope you have a good night.· Good night,

25· ·everyone.
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·1· · · · · · I, Jaclyn D. Kinsbursky, C.S.R. No. 13858 in

·2· · · · · · and for the State of California do hereby

·3· ·certify:

·4· · · · · · That the foregoing proceedings were taken down

·5· ·by me in shorthand at the time and place stated herein

·6· ·and represent a true and accurate transcript of said

·7· ·proceedings;

·8· · · · · · I further certify that I am not interested in

·9· ·the event of the action.

10· · · · · · Witness my hand this 26th day of August,

11· ·2022.
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 1                  EASTSIDE TRANSIT CORRIDOR

 2                       PUBLIC HEARING

 3                  THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2022

 4

 5            TITO CORONA:  Hi.  Good afternoon, everyone.

 6   My name is Tito Corona, Metro media relations manager.

 7   Thank you for joining us at 6:00 today.  This is our

 8   virtual meeting.  And it is also being simulcast at the

 9   city of Pico Rivera.  For the next couple of minutes --

10   actually, the next ten minutes, there is an opportunity

11   for people in Pico Rivera to view the open house slides

12   and information or you can also do so if you're joining

13   us online through the virtual tool, which we will be

14   sharing right now in the next couple of minutes through

15   a rotating screen.  So I'll be coming on periodically

16   to provide announcements.  But, again, if you would

17   like to see what type of boards or what information is

18   available, there will be a rotating screen that you can

19   see right now.  It should start, and there will be

20   links that you can follow either by phone, scanning the

21   QR code or just submitting the -- going online as well

22   to get that information.  So there's a few

23   opportunities to provide comment.  You'll be able to do

24   it during the hearing if you would like to.  If you

25   want to go online, you can do so right now and start
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 1   providing your comments already.  No need to wait for

 2   the presentation.  And this is available throughout the

 3   life of the comment period, which is through

 4   August 29th.  So with that, one more thing -- letting

 5   people know is that through this interpretation, we

 6   have English and Spanish available.  If you are

 7   listening in the English channel or if you hear me

 8   right now in English, I do ask you to please select the

 9   English channel as well at the bottom of your screen.

10   There is an interpretation icon at the bottom of your

11   screen.  It looks like a little globe.  Right now, it

12   should say original audio.  Go ahead and select English

13   if you prefer to hear me in English and Spanish if you

14   prefer to hear it in Spanish.  The reason why we're

15   asking you to select English instead of leaving it

16   where it is is if we get any comments in Spanish, you

17   will be able to hear the translation directly as the

18   interpreter will be interpreting the Spanish to English

19   live as we go.  So I'm going to make a quick

20   announcement in Spanish, then we'll continue.

21            (Speaking Spanish.)

22            TITO CORONA:  Hi and welcome.  Thank you for

23   joining us again.  For those of you that are online

24   watching this, we do have an open house in the city of

25   Pico Rivera.  We are sharing the information online as
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 1   well.  We will begin at around 6:10 with the video.  So

 2   what we're doing right now is rotating a couple of

 3   slides for the purposes of allowing you to provide

 4   comments, if you would like to do so now, or also

 5   access our online interactive tool, which has the

 6   information that we are presenting at all the open

 7   houses, and it'll allow you to see what is being

 8   provided.  For those of you that are at the city of

 9   Pico Rivera, Council Chambers, thank you for joining

10   us.  Again, this is your opportunity for the next five

11   minutes or the next four minutes to walk around and

12   talk with staff.  Once we start the hearing, when we

13   take comments, again, these comments will be responded

14   to in the following environmental document.  We will

15   not be responding to comments in person today.  All we

16   are doing is taking official comments, which will be,

17   again, considered into the final environmental

18   document.  So this is your opportunity.  If you are in

19   the city of Pico Rivera and you want to talk to staff,

20   go ahead and do so right now, and they should be able

21   to speak with you.  So, again, thank you for joining

22   us.  I see a few people sitting in the Council

23   Chambers.  Thanks for joining us.  For those of you

24   that are online, thank you again.  This is your

25   opportunity to go online and either provide comments or
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 1   check out the interactive tool.  And I will be on in

 2   another couple of minutes, and we'll start with then

 3   video and going with the presentations.  Thanks again.

 4            (Recess taken.)

 5            TITO CORONA:  All right.  It is 6:10.  And we

 6   are here to start this presentation.  Again, thank you

 7   everybody for joining us.  Today is Thursday,

 8   August 11th, at 6:10 p.m.  And for those of you that

 9   are in the city of Pico Rivera, if you are speaking to

10   staff, this is your opportunity to take your seats.  We

11   will get started.  Once again, my name is Tito Corona,

12   Metro Media relations manager for the East Side,

13   Phase 2 transit corridor project, also the gold line

14   extension pretty much what it is.  And this is an

15   opportunity to provide official comment on the draft

16   environmental impact report.  That's what we're here

17   for today.  We're doing this online and in person.  If

18   you are in the city of Pico Rivera Council Chambers,

19   this will be a chance for you to also provide comment

20   should you elect to speak when the opportunity arises

21   once we start the hearing.  Before we get started, I

22   did make an announcement at the beginning.  But as

23   always, you know, some people -- you know, this

24   includes myself.  We don't always join on time.  So the

25   announcement that I made in the beginning, I'll have to
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 1   make again so everybody who's listening right now can

 2   listen in and participate in the same manner.  So for

 3   those of you who are listening in English, I'm going to

 4   prefer to hear it in English.  There is a button at the

 5   bottom of the screen.  I'm asking you to please

 6   select -- press what's called the interpretation button

 7   at the bottom of your screen, it looks like a little

 8   globe, and select English audio.  You are hearing me

 9   right now in English, but should we have a Spanish

10   speaker in the English channel will be where you will

11   hear the interpretation from Spanish to English.  So if

12   you do not switch over to English, all you will hear is

13   the Spanish speaker and not the translation.  So we

14   would ask you to please do so right now by selecting

15   the English language feature on the interpretation

16   tool.  I'll make that announcement now in Spanish.

17            (Speaking Spanish.)

18            TITO CORONA:  Again, thank you for joining us.

19   We are going to start a video right now.  And once we

20   complete the video, we'll be back.

21            (Video played.)

22            TITO CORONA:  All right.  Thanks for joining

23   us.  And as we switch to the presentation once again,

24   this is the environmental impact report -- draft

25   environmental impact report hearing today to discuss --
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 1   to present and also discuss the draft findings, and

 2   then we will take official comments when we start the

 3   hearing later today.  But before we do so, I do want to

 4   acknowledge that someone in the audience would like

 5   to -- please invite them over to provide comments and

 6   welcoming as well.  And that is our Metro Board

 7   director and also counsel member for the City of

 8   Whittier, Mr. Fernando Dutra.

 9            MR. DUTRA:  Hi.  Can you guys hear me okay?

10            TITO CORONA:  Yes.  Loud and clear.

11            MR. DUTRA:  That's great.  Thank you.  So just

12   so it happens that I'm on the road on the freeway.  I'm

13   on my way from LA to Whittier, and I'm stuck in

14   traffic, and it looks like it's going to be about an

15   hour and ten minutes to get home.  So I can't tell you

16   how motivated I am to obviously make our trips from Los

17   Angeles and back to Whittier quicker.  And I think the

18   Metro -- I know our east sideline will do so.  So I

19   want to thank everybody for showing up tonight, being

20   there.  You know, personally, I've been working on this

21   for the last, gosh, over 12 years or so.  And I know

22   that a lot of you have concerns.  I share some of your

23   concerns relative to security, to business disruption

24   and traffic.  But I can tell you that because we have

25   several projects in Los Angeles that Metro has
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 1   developed similar to our project, there are lessons

 2   learned that our project can take advantage of.  And

 3   because we're very aware of the concerns relative to

 4   security and traffic and business disruption, we have

 5   an opportunity to mitigate those concerns.  And that's

 6   what my job will be, along with Metro's, is to take

 7   those concerns into consideration and figure out ways

 8   of mitigating them.  And so I'm very, very excite about

 9   this opportunity that's going to provide an economic

10   boost to the entire region, you know, not just an

11   economic boost, but social boost as well, you know, by

12   providing housing, what they call transient-oriented

13   development projects along the way, and also clustering

14   work opportunities as well, creating jobs.  And so I'm

15   very excited about it.  I can tell you that you have --

16   from Metro, you have an incredible team representing

17   this alignment.  And I'm very confident that they'll be

18   able to answer the questions once we have an

19   opportunity to do so.  And I look forward to your

20   participation.  So thank you very much.

21            TITO CORONA:  Thank you again, Director Dutra.

22   And thanks again for joining us tonight.  I hopefully,

23   the traffic situation does get better for you.

24            But, again, that's why we're here tonight, is

25   to discuss the connections between -- from Whittier all
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 1   the way to Downtown LA and connecting onto the existing

 2   terminus of the gold line and East LA and taking it all

 3   the way to Whittier.

 4            So tonight, we are here to talk about the

 5   draft environmental impact report, once again, share

 6   what the latest findings are and prepare that

 7   information for you.  And then once that is concluded,

 8   again, we will start the hearing, which will be an

 9   opportunity to take your comments.  Again, we will

10   receive your comments.  Unfortunately, because of the

11   way the hearing works, comments will be responded to in

12   the following environmental impact report document,

13   which will be the final.  Comments are not responded to

14   immediately because, again, they have to be considered

15   into the document and responded to formally.  So that's

16   how it's going to work tonight.  So we'll provide more

17   information on that as we approach the hearing.

18            But, again, I did want to thank you for

19   joining us tonight.  We do have quite a bit of

20   information to share with you.  I do want to let you

21   know that, again, this meeting is being recorded for

22   the purposes of capturing all the information

23   appropriately as your comments are also being

24   transcribed by a live court reporter.  But, again, we

25   are using the recording as a backup for this as well.
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 1            We want to also introduce the fact that we

 2   have the project team that we presented tonight.

 3   You'll get an overview from our project manager, Jenny

 4   Cristales-Cevallos.  And then once Jenny has concluded

 5   her portion, she'll be followed by our technical

 6   consultant, which is Jaime Ortiz, who will be providing

 7   some information on that.  And then I will come back

 8   and then provide additional information on how to

 9   provide comments and types of comments that would be

10   appreciated.  And then I'll introduce Edgar Gutierrez,

11   who will be our hearing officer, and he will begin the

12   hearing to take your formal comments.  Again, the way

13   we are working tonight, once that starts, we will ask

14   you to raise your hand and you will be called on in the

15   order that you're in.

16            We also are taking comments in person at the

17   city of Pico Rivera Council Chambers where I see a few

18   people that are sitting in the audience.  Thank you for

19   joining us.  If you would like to speak, you will make

20   arrangements with the folks that are supporting us at

21   the location.  And if you look to your left, there is a

22   camera that is looking at you.  You'll just come and

23   stand to the camera that is facing you, and you will

24   provide your comments there once your name is called.

25   So just letting you know again, to your the far left is
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 1   where we see you right now, and that's where you will

 2   go and provide your comments.  And we will have staff

 3   there as well to instruct you on what's going on.

 4            So let's go over the agenda for tonight.  I

 5   think I just provided most of what we're going to be

 6   doing.  The presentation, the project overview by

 7   Jenny.  Draft EIR highlights by Jaime.  How to make

 8   comments, and the next steps will be where I come in,

 9   and then we'll do the formal comments until 8:00.  And

10   if we finish earlier, we'll provide additional

11   information as far as just going over a couple of items

12   that we have available for you as tools to do this.

13            Once again, this is being live streamed at the

14   Pico Rivera Council Chambers.  And we ask everybody,

15   once we get closer to the comments, please practice

16   respect to all your colleagues and fellow community

17   members who are there.  Respect everyone's comments.

18   Everyone has an opportunity to say what they're feeling

19   and saying and they should feel comfortable and

20   confident in what they're saying.

21            So with that, I think -- I don't see any

22   additional folks in the audience to introduce.  So I

23   will come back later on.  What I will do now is go on

24   to the next slide and introduce our project manager,

25   Jenny Cristales-Cevallos, who will take you on from
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 1   this point on.

 2            Jenny.

 3            JENNY CRISTALES-CEVALLOS:  Hi.  Good evening,

 4   everyone.  And thank you once again for participating

 5   either online or at the city of Pico Rivera Council

 6   Chambers.  Again, this is a critical milestone, and

 7   we're looking forward to your comments and listening to

 8   your comments to then respond to those in the final

 9   environmental document.

10            I'm going to provide a quick project overview

11   and as well as how to navigate the environmental

12   document -- the draft EIR that is available online and

13   also at our public libraries.  And from there, as Tito

14   mentioned, I will be handing it over to Jaime Guzman

15   who's our consultant and will talk about some of those

16   topics that we heard during the last round of community

17   meetings.

18            So as we mentioned in the past, East Side

19   Phase 2 is a Measure M project.  And essentially what

20   we're doing is following that project timeline that's

21   in front of you here on this slide.  What we're looking

22   at doing is we're currently now in the environmental

23   phase, which, again, we released the draft

24   environmental document, which provides a lot of

25   analysis in terms of environmental impacts and benefits
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 1   of the project in this document.  So we released that

 2   June 30th.

 3            We're looking for environmental clearance by

 4   2023, with final design in 2028 and construction in

 5   2029.  So as the board moves forward to making a

 6   decision on a locally preferred alternative, as you can

 7   see here, based on this timeline, there's going to

 8   still be quite a bit of time between -- you know,

 9   through final design to when we start construction in

10   2029.  And that's primarily because that's when we

11   receive Measure M funding of $3 billion in 2029 for

12   construction.  And with that, we would be open for

13   service in 2035.

14            This project is a priority project for the

15   board.  So it's one of four projects -- four rail

16   projects that the Metro board is interested in

17   prioritizing to the open -- for the Olympics in 2028;

18   however, the board still needs to make that decision.

19   Several elements need to be in place such as funding,

20   the technical work.  And all of these things need to

21   work together for the Metro board to then potentially

22   accelerate the project.  But for now, that decision has

23   now taken place and we are on the measure and project

24   timeline as shown on this slide.  And more importantly,

25   at the bottom, as you've seen, there's ongoing public
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 1   participation through the entire process all the way

 2   through opening of service.

 3            Next slide.

 4            So the proposed project, which is

 5   Alternative 1, as we're studying the three build

 6   alternatives in the -- project in the draft

 7   environmental document, the proposed project is the

 8   approximately nine miles of the extension that goes

 9   from the existing Atlantic Pomona station to the city

10   of Whittier and it has several different

11   configurations.  So I'll talk a little bit more about

12   the alignment itself and, of course, Alternatives 2

13   and 3 run the same alignment.

14            So we have six proposed stations -- seven

15   proposed stations with the Atlantic homeowner

16   relocated.  So we have three underground stations of

17   Atlantic and Pomona, Atlantic and Whittier, and then

18   Commerce and Citadel.  After Commerce and Citadel,

19   getting closer to where we have the proposed site for

20   the option site for the maintenance storage facility

21   site, we then go into an aerial configuration.  And

22   what that means is a structure -- essentially the

23   alignment or the project, the train would go on a

24   structure, on columns, up to Greenwood in the city of

25   Montebello.  And that's essentially our baseline
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 1   project.

 2            We're also looking at a design option through

 3   the city of Montebello, which is an at-grade option,

 4   that would begin at Garfield and would then traverse

 5   through the city of Montebello at Greenwood at an

 6   at-grade, which is street level, street running.  From

 7   there, from Greenwood, it would then go street running,

 8   median running on Washington Boulevard with a station

 9   at Rosemead and the city of Pico Rivera, and also

10   Norwalk and Santa Fe Springs and Lambert in the city of

11   Whittier.

12            So as looking at -- looking at the different

13   alternatives, as you can see here, we have the initial

14   operating segments which allows us flexibility to build

15   a project in phases.  And so that's what's being

16   studied to see which of these are environmentally

17   superior alternative, which our consultant team will

18   talk about what that means in terms of environmental

19   superior alternative.

20            So Alternative 2 is initial operating segment

21   to Commerce, which is 3.2 miles.  It includes three

22   underground stations -- Atlantic/Pomona,

23   Atlantic/Whittier, and Commerce/Citadel.  And then also

24   Alternative 3 -- to Greenwood is 4.6 miles, which would

25   go from Atlantic/Pomona, you know, with the three
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 1   underground stations up to the city of Montebello at

 2   Greenwood.  Once again, those include the design

 3   options for Atlantic and Pomona and also design option

 4   at Greenwood, which would be at-grade or aerial, and

 5   the same goes for the station at Greenwood.

 6            Next slide.

 7            So as part of our project or as part of the

 8   East Side Phase 2 and all the projects when Metro

 9   extends lines, we have to identify maintenance storage

10   facilities site.  And what we do at these sites is that

11   we store our light rail vehicles and also maintain

12   them, wash them, do maintenance on them.  And so in

13   this case, we have two site options that are being

14   studied in the draft environmental document, one in the

15   city of Commerce and the other in Montebello.

16            As you can see here, the Commerce site is a

17   little smaller with 24 acres roughly -- approximately

18   24 acres.  And it could house up to a hundred light

19   rail vehicles.  And this site is between Saybrook and

20   Davie, which has a connection from the alternative.  So

21   as you can see here, from the proposed project, the

22   green areas where we go in an aerial configuration, and

23   then the aerial again configuration is the pink line as

24   well.  That's when we transition from the green to the

25   pink.  And those are lead tracks or tracks that go into
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 1   the maintenance storage facility site.

 2            The second site option is in the city of

 3   Montebello.  And roughly, that's between Yates and Vail

 4   along Washington.  And this is one is approximately

 5   about 30 acres, which has a capacity of storing close

 6   to 120 light rail vehicles.  The these maintenance

 7   storage facility sites, depending on the alternative,

 8   will be served.  So, for example, the Commerce site

 9   could be served by all three alternatives, and then

10   also the Alternative 3; however, Alternative 2 would be

11   only the maintenance storage facility site in Commerce.

12            Next slide.

13            So currently, the project is being studied

14   through the California Environmental Quality Act.  So

15   what we're looking to do is to stay compliant and get

16   the project environmentally cleared through CEQA.  And

17   what CEQA does is that it looks at the short-term,

18   long-term and also combination of projects that are

19   nearby as ways to look at all the impacts related to

20   that.  As part of that, we look at existing conditions

21   as well.  And in this case, we looked at 2019 just

22   because we knew that the pandemic might have changed

23   some of the information as we were looking at that.

24   Also, this gave us an opportunity, in terms of starting

25   the draft environmental document again, our grade
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 1   crossing policy analysis.  Essentially, we use this

 2   grade crossing policy analysis across all Metro

 3   projects to look at how we can travel through, whether

 4   can we go at street level or do we need to go in an

 5   aerial configuration above or underground.  So we had

 6   an opportunity to evaluate this once again through this

 7   environmental document.

 8            We also considered all the comments be heard

 9   during the public meeting since 2019, including all the

10   scoping meetings.  This also considers best management

11   practices and lessons learned since Metro has been

12   building projects for quite sometime now.  We had a lot

13   of lessons learned.  And it also includes mitigation

14   measures.  And essentially, we'll talk a little bit

15   more of what mitigation measure means a little later in

16   the presentation.

17            Next slide.

18            So here I'd like to briefly provide a quick

19   orientation to the draft environmental document, where

20   you can go to find information.  So the draft

21   environmental document is essentially two volumes, and

22   each one -- I mean, the Volume 1 has an executive

23   summary that could provide you all the information you

24   need.  But if you'd like to get into more detail, you

25   can also go into Chapter 3, which is where we have the
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 1   environmental evaluation.  This is where all the topics

 2   are discussed individually and analyzed.

 3            We'll talk a little bit more about what those

 4   sections mean in the next slide.  But for now, the

 5   executive summary again, it comprises of all the

 6   information in a very concise way.  We'll show examples

 7   of the table.  Also, it has the project description in

 8   Chapter 2, so you can familiar yourself with a lot of

 9   the elements that are included in building a light rail

10   project and including more specifically for the east

11   side project.  Also, again, Chapter 3 is where we have

12   a lot of that evaluation and then other CEQA

13   evaluations.

14            More importantly, what I'd like to point out

15   is Chapter 5.  That's where we do a comparison of all

16   the alternatives, including alternatives that were

17   studied previously for this project.  We've heard a lot

18   throughout our community meetings about the

19   transportation management systems, and that is one that

20   is also discussed there.  More importantly, we have

21   also Chapter 6, which includes our public outreach.

22   The rest are just our information related to having

23   some references, such as a list of preparers and

24   acronyms.  Also, in Volume 2, that's where we include

25   our advanced conceptual engineering drawings, so you
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 1   can get to know exactly where the stations are, how the

 2   alignment will be running through your communities.

 3            Next slide.

 4            So breaking apart Chapter 3 from the

 5   environmental document, that's where we have the

 6   different topics.  Each topic -- and we have here as an

 7   example is the transportation and traffic topic, which

 8   the section then breaks it down in terms of how the

 9   analysis was done.  So we look at regulatory framework,

10   which looks at all applicable laws, whether it's state

11   law, federal law and also local law or ordinances from

12   our local cities.  That information is outlined there.

13            Then we also talk about the methodology of how

14   the data was gathered and evaluated.  And then from

15   there, we have a threshold of significance.  So CEQA

16   specifies thresholds that we evaluate against to

17   understand what are some of those impacts.  Existing

18   settings is where we start to talk a little bit more

19   about what the conditions are in 2019.  And then as we

20   start to look at the analysis, then the impact

21   evaluation occurs where we start to compare the project

22   elements with those existing conditions, look at those

23   CEQA thresholds to determine if an impact does occur.

24            From there, project measures and mitigation

25   measures are applied to see if we can lessen that
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 1   impact.  And then also, we have significance of after

 2   mitigation.  Again, it's a determination of the impact

 3   if a mitigation is applied.  So we're really trying to

 4   look at what are those impacts, if there is an impact,

 5   mitigate that by trying to lessen it.  And then from

 6   there, we have another determination that concludes

 7   really the level of impact.

 8            Next slide.

 9            So you'll see that in the -- and throughout

10   the document, there are summary tables.  And in this

11   case, we also have summary tables in each of the

12   sections.  And this can be a resourceful table because

13   this will outline and summarize if there are any

14   impacts, such as no impact, less than significant, less

15   than significant with the mitigation measure or is it

16   significant and unavoidable.  And so what that does is

17   that this table will hopefully help you identify what

18   are those key areas or topics that you want to look at

19   and is there some kind of an impact.  So hopefully,

20   these tables at each -- the end of each topic area will

21   help you navigate the document better.

22            Next slide.

23            So through the environmental process and also

24   our design process, we follow project regulations and

25   standards, everything from the design and also what's

�

0023

 1   included in the environmental document.  We look at our

 2   Metro rail design criteria, and this is what really

 3   guides our design as well.  But we also work with

 4   regulatory agencies, such as Caltrans, and also

 5   California Public Utilities Commission who looks at

 6   safety at all of our at-grade crossings.  So, again,

 7   this is a very coordinated approach to ensure we're

 8   meeting standards from all the various agencies that we

 9   interact with throughout the entire corridor.  So those

10   regulations are met and we constantly and continue to

11   coordinate, but just through the environmental process,

12   but also through construction and operations.

13            And I also wanted to mention what a mitigation

14   measure is.  Again, mitigation measure means a way for

15   us to include a measure that will hopefully prevent,

16   reduce or control adverse environmental effects that we

17   can better manage any impacts to the community.  Once

18   again, what we're trying to do with the draft

19   environmental impact report is to lessen the impacts in

20   the community so that we have less disruption and that

21   we work with the community as we start to advance the

22   project further.

23            Next slide.

24            So I wanted to talk a little bit more about

25   the tables as mentioned.  And what this table is
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 1   showing here is a summary of impacts.  And this is a

 2   table that you can find in the executive summary.

 3            Now, I want to draw your attention to the

 4   darker gray areas.  And that's where we see significant

 5   unavoidable impacts.  And in this case, these are

 6   not -- these are typical of a light rail project or a

 7   project of this magnitude.  For the most part, where we

 8   see the significant unavoidable impacts are within

 9   cultural resources, which Jaime Guzman will go into

10   detail.  But these significant unavoidable impacts, if

11   you look closely, they are related to the Commerce

12   maintenance storage facility site.

13            Then with geology and soils, which perhaps

14   also Jaime can get into a little more detail, where we

15   typically see significant unavoidable impacts is with

16   the use of the tunnel boring machine.  So essentially,

17   as we've been talking to the community, in order to

18   construct the underground segment, we would use a

19   tunnel boring machine.  And essentially, what that is a

20   giant drill, which makes it very difficult for us to be

21   able to monitor any paleontological resources in the

22   area.  And so with that, we have a significant

23   unavoidable impact, but, again, very typical when a TBM

24   machine is used.

25            So what we hope that the audience and all the
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 1   stakeholders, the community members understand is that

 2   hopefully that the executive summary can provide you or

 3   be of a resource for you to navigate through the

 4   environmental documents.  So there are specific things

 5   or specific topics, such as noise or air quality.  This

 6   will give you an idea of whether -- how much of an

 7   impact the project has in the environment.

 8            So with that, I am going to pass it along to

 9   Jaime Guzman.  He will be going over a couple of topics

10   that we know have been of a concern to the community.

11   Again, we're excited that -- the community's

12   involvement and providing comments, and we hope that

13   you continue to review our environmental document and

14   participate.

15            Jaime.

16            JAIME GUZMAN:  Great.  Thank you, Jaime.  I

17   appreciate that.

18            Again, thank you for joining us today.  We

19   are -- I wanted to talk to you a little bit about the

20   results that we have in the environmental document.  As

21   Jenny mentioned, we have the impact summarized in the

22   executive summary.  These tables are very full of

23   information and they can provide you with a snapshot of

24   what is in the rest of the document.  The other aspect

25   that we try to make clear in the document is when these
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 1   impacts would occur.

 2            So not everything is going to be impacted at

 3   the same time and not everything is going to be -- have

 4   an impact let's say doing construction and operations.

 5   So there are differences in timing of when some of

 6   these impacts would occur.  And all of that is laid out

 7   in the document.

 8            Now, it is large document.  We understand that

 9   it can be difficult to navigate it.  And so what I want

10   to show you and talk with you through is some of the

11   topics where we found either significant unavoidable

12   impacts, such as this one, cultural resources, or where

13   we've had input from the community that has concerns

14   about a certain topic and they wanted to understand how

15   the project would affect it.

16            In terms of cultural resources, which is found

17   in Section 3.4, the potential impact that we have is an

18   impact to a resource that is the Vail field industrial

19   addition historic district in the city of Commerce.

20   This is an industrial historic district that is not

21   designated as such, but it came across from our

22   research.  And what happens in this area is that this

23   area would be the area that would be selected for the

24   Commerce maintenance facility.  And the construction of

25   this maintenance facility, along with the tracks to get
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 1   there -- in and out of there would require property

 2   acquisition and demolition of some of the buildings

 3   there that -- some of them are historic, but part of

 4   what makes this a district is that every single one of

 5   them contributes to the overall aspect of this area.

 6            And so the alternatives that would affect this

 7   are:  Alternative 1, which is the entire length if they

 8   used the Commerce maintenance facility; Alternative 2,

 9   which only has the Commerce maintenance facility as an

10   option; and Alternative 3, if the Commerce maintenance

11   facility is chosen.

12            With the property acquisition of historic

13   resources, that can be done.  There are some mitigation

14   that can be done to preserve some of the history that

15   includes, you know, photo records, other ways to make

16   sure that the resource is documented, as well as

17   potentially providing signage to the -- that discusses

18   the importance of this area.  However, because we are

19   still going to be needing the properties and needing to

20   take these properties for the maintenance facility, it

21   would remain a significant and unavoidable impact, even

22   with some of this mitigation.

23            Next slide.

24            Another -- one of the many topics that we look

25   at is hydrology and water quality, which is
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 1   Section 3.9.  In this one specifically, we're looking

 2   at potential impacts to the rivers that are in this

 3   area, the Rio Hondo and Gabriel River.  The potential

 4   issue we look at is how will reconstruction of these

 5   two bridges, which they will be completely

 6   reconstructed, affect flow within the river, any

 7   pollutant concentrations and -- during construction and

 8   will the new piers affect the operations.

 9            The alternative that would affect the rivers

10   would be Alternative 1, because that's the one that

11   goes through the rivers.  And what we've done is after

12   evaluating the type of construction that is proposed,

13   which is -- as Jenny mentioned, is in Volume 2 of the

14   report, and also the type of typical construction

15   activities that's could occur, there are some

16   mitigations that we can implement.  We have hydrology

17   mitigation, which is to isolate areas to make sure

18   that -- or to wait for the times when those areas are

19   not full of water.

20            But if they're -- even when they're not full

21   of water, there is some potential for release of

22   hazardous materials if it is not done correctly.  And a

23   lot of the hazardous materials, regulations -- it's

24   highly regulated by other agencies.  But we have

25   included some additional mitigation, such as a soil and
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 1   groundwater management plant, also making sure that the

 2   area is kept clean if, you know, any construction --

 3   hazardous materials are used, such as gasoline and

 4   things like that, that they're isolated so that they

 5   don't impact the system here.  And what we expect after

 6   that mitigation is that there would be less significant

 7   impacts.

 8            Another thing that we look at pertaining to

 9   the rivers is the actual construction and the effects

10   to traffic.  And we'll talk about traffic a little bit

11   later, but specifically to the river construction, you

12   know, we want to make sure that the management plan

13   doesn't allow the two bridges to be constructed at the

14   same time.  It doesn't need to do that.  It also allows

15   for part of the bridge to be reconstructed while the

16   other one is still available for traffic.  So there are

17   a lot of those traffic management plans that will be

18   talked about in a bit that can be helpful to try to

19   minimize construction impacts while the bridges are

20   being reconstructed.

21            Next slide, please.

22            Another big topic that we hear a lot about is

23   noise, and in particular noise to residences, as well

24   as to other substantive uses, such as hospitals and

25   parks.  And for a lot of the alignment, it is very
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 1   industrial or commercial, but there are some parks that

 2   go along, you know, existing housing.  And particularly

 3   around those areas, what tends to cause a lot of the --

 4   most of the noise and some of vibration impacts is

 5   where the tracks cross over, so where there's some gaps

 6   in the metal, because they may need to cross over into

 7   the other tracks, and that happens around the station

 8   areas.

 9            So through the process of the advanced

10   engineering, the preliminary engineering that we've

11   done, we've actually gone through and tried to place

12   those such that they're not directly in front of

13   residences.  That hasn't always been the case or

14   possible due to some distance requirements, but

15   wherever possible, that's been done.  For when things

16   can't be placed that far away from residences, we do

17   have some mitigations that try to minimize the

18   vibration and noise that is coming out of those by

19   using a certain type of padding underneath in those

20   areas or using a special type of track so that it

21   minimizes that wheel on wheel noise and vibration

22   sound.  And so what we expect is through those

23   mitigation measures and the sign that's currently

24   there, we should expect some less significant impacts

25   to noises in residential areas.
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 1            Next slide.

 2            Emergency access is very important, and it

 3   has -- it is related to traffic, which is in

 4   Section 3.12.  And so one of the things that we look at

 5   is how our emergency service is being impacted.

 6   Obviously, a lot of this happens during construction.

 7   But even after construction, depending on how it's

 8   designed, it could effect, you know, the crossing of

 9   streets and things like that.

10            Well, one of the things that we do in

11   construction is traffic management plans, which is a

12   requirement and it's also added as a mitigation here.

13   That requires preparation of a plan and then having the

14   city that it's going through or jurisdiction that it's

15   going through, as well as stakeholders, including

16   police and fire, looking at those and approving those

17   before any construction happens.  There will be an

18   opportunity for those agencies, as well as the public,

19   to weigh in on those.

20            In addition to that, some preliminary

21   coordination has begun with some of the fire providers

22   about the project, and more will continue as part of

23   the project as it goes to develop into a final design.

24   And so impacts we anticipate will be less significant

25   with that coordination in place.
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 1            Next slide.

 2            For traffic, we looked at the potential

 3   impacts in construction and detours and hall routes,

 4   looking at lane closures, you know, lane closures, and

 5   how it can impact businesses and local access.  All

 6   three alternatives have the potential to affect that.

 7   Even if it's fully underground, there are going to be

 8   some areas that are at-grade construction for the

 9   stations.  So there is mitigation, as I mentioned, that

10   we would have coordination with the local jurisdictions

11   and local stakeholders for traffic management plans.

12   And then there's a lot of project measures or standards

13   that we have to abide by or that Metro already

14   implements because of previous construction projects

15   experience that would result in less significant

16   impact.

17            Next slide.

18            So one of the things that we are required to

19   evaluate in the environmental document as part of CEQA

20   is to make a determination of an environmentally

21   superior alternative.  Now, this determination is

22   strictly based on the analysis that's performed in the

23   document, looking at all of the impact determinations

24   for all the different topics, as well as the extent of

25   mitigations that are required.  Based on those, the
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 1   environmental superior alternative in this document is

 2   Alternative 3, with the -- which is the initial

 3   operating segment from East Los Angeles to Montebello

 4   using the Montebello maintenance faculty.

 5            Now, there is another term that some of you or

 6   many of you may be familiar with, which is the locally

 7   preferred alternative.  And these two are not

 8   necessarily the same alternative.  So the locally

 9   preferred alternative is an alternative that would be

10   selected by the board -- Metro board after input from

11   the environmental document, as well as any public

12   comments and reviews of project benefits.  And it may

13   coincide with the environmental superior alternative,

14   but it could also be a different alternative based on

15   these other influences.  The locally preferred

16   alternative is the one that will be then moved forward

17   to evaluate in the final document.

18            So one of the things -- and we'll kind of jump

19   into the -- the next part of it is:  Can you make a

20   comment on the environmental superior alternative

21   during this period?  And the answer is absolutely yes.

22   And we would like for you, as you review the document,

23   to look at what the conclusions are and then, you know,

24   provide some input, if you have any, on that, because

25   that definitely -- public input has a lot of, you know,
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 1   influence into how the locally preferred alternative is

 2   done at a later time.

 3            Next slide.

 4            So with that, I wanted just to give an overall

 5   discussion and just some tips about how your comments

 6   can make an impact.  I think there's definitely -- any

 7   comments are welcome.  And we certainly want to

 8   encourage everybody to provide something.  But I think

 9   one of the things that we would like to see and that we

10   ask is that your comments -- try to be as specific as

11   possible.  And about environmental issues, things that

12   are in the document or that you felt should have been

13   in the document, but weren't.  And I think that can

14   help us, one, craft a good response to you so that we

15   can, you know, talk about where it might be in the

16   document if it wasn't clear from the beginning or, you

17   know, something that we can recommend for further study

18   as the design goes forward.

19            We would like to also get some input on the

20   mitigation measures that are proposed.  Mitigation

21   measures are being proposed.  They're not set in stone.

22   And a lot of times, people just assume that, well,

23   that's just something we can't change.  And that's not

24   true.  And a lot of times, mitigation measures are

25   important for a lot of communities to get their say on
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 1   it.  So we really would like for you to take a look at

 2   those carefully.  If you have any input on them, please

 3   provide that.  And that can help us also shift -- or

 4   shape how the ultimate project looks.

 5            Once the comments are compiled towards the end

 6   of the month, we will start the response to comments.

 7   They will all be reviewed and they will all be

 8   considered, and they will be given to the board for

 9   decision making on the project.  And the final

10   document -- the final EIR will have all the responses

11   individually responded to -- all the comments

12   individually responded to.  And that will be publicly

13   available where you can review the responses and look

14   at how we responded to your comments.

15            And then with that, I think I'll send it over

16   to Tito.  So thank you.

17            TITO CORONA:  Thank you, Jaime.

18            And, again, we're getting close to starting

19   the public comment portion of this presentation in our

20   meeting.  So quickly, what we're doing for next steps,

21   we are going to review all the comments that are being

22   submitted and incorporate it into the public record.

23   Again, tonight, we are taking your comments, and they

24   will be responded to in the final environmental impact

25   report -- environmental impact statement.
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 1            Tonight, we are only taking the comments.

 2   This is what we've been doing for the previous meetings

 3   that we've had in person as well.  During the hearing,

 4   opportunity to provide your comments will be captured,

 5   and then we will, again, incorporate them into the

 6   environmental document.  And, again, what we've been

 7   doing in person is we are also allowing for people to

 8   speak with staff who can provide answers immediately

 9   before and after the hearings.  But for how we're going

10   to do with the hearing is we're going to provide you an

11   opportunity to provide your comments at 90 seconds.

12   That will be captured, and then we'll move on to the

13   next folks.  I'll provide a little bit more update on

14   that.  I just wanted to let you know how this is

15   happening.

16            So once we are done with the comments, and the

17   comment period closes on August 29th, we will go to the

18   Metro board for decision.  And that will be for the

19   locally preferred alternative selection.  And that will

20   be sometime later this year.  Following that, we will

21   release the final environmental impact report.  And,

22   again, it will be available for review.  And there will

23   be a decision at the Metro board, you know, to certify

24   and move forward with the CEQA portion of it.

25            Again, everything is subject to change.
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 1   Timeline may change.  Additional reports may be

 2   required or requested.  So, again, this is just a

 3   tentative schedule, but I do want to provide you with

 4   what the next steps are now.

 5            Going to the next page, we'll go over where

 6   the draft EIR is available for public review and

 7   comment.  Again, you have until August 29th to provide

 8   your comments.  You can mail them to Jenny

 9   Cristales-Cevallos.  You can also go online to our

10   online comment tool, Metro.net/eastsidecomments.  You

11   can call the project voicemail and leave verbal

12   comments if you don't feel comfortable speaking in

13   person here at 213.922.3012.  Once again, 213.922.3012.

14   You can go online to our interactive tool at

15   Metro.net/eastside2022.

16            And as I was saying, this is Meeting No. 3 of

17   4.  We were first at East LA on July 21st, Montebello

18   on July 30th.  Today we're online, but we're also in

19   the city of Pico Rivera Council Chambers.  And then

20   next week, the last meeting will be in the city of

21   Whittier at the Whittier Community Center Gymnasium

22   from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  And that will be an in-person

23   open house as well.  So for those of you who want to

24   speak to folks and get some questions answered, we'll

25   have people available there.
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 1            So with that, let's go on to the next slide.

 2   And I will introduce our hearing office, Edgar

 3   Gutierrez, who will go over the formal comments and

 4   basically how we're going to be doing this portion of

 5   the hearing.

 6            Edgar.

 7            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  All right.  Thank you, Tito.

 8            Good evening, everyone.  My name is Edgar

 9   Gutierrez.  I'm part of the outreach consultant team

10   that's providing outreach services for this contract.

11   Tonight, I'm serving as the public hearing office, as

12   mentioned by Tito.  My role is to make sure that

13   everyone who's interested in providing an oral comment

14   tonight has an opportunity to do so.  So, you know,

15   it's been noted tonight we have audiences both online

16   via Zoom, but also in person at the Pico Rivera site.

17   So we will be coordinating the oral comments between

18   both sites.  Everyone will have an opportunity to make

19   comments tonight once.  So we'll go over those

20   protocols shortly.

21            First, just to clarify, we're conducting this

22   public hearing to receive your comments on the

23   environmental analysis alternatives, the impacts and

24   mitigation measures presented in the draft EIR in

25   compliance with the California Environmental Quality
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 1   Act.  So tonight, our job is to listen to your comments

 2   and document them.  But we're not going to be

 3   responding to those comments during the public hearing.

 4            Tonight is a formal environmental process

 5   that's legally prescribed, and our job is just to

 6   listen and record your comments and testimony.  But

 7   your comments will be addressed in the final EIR, as

 8   has been mentioned.  And the slide show -- has shown

 9   some instructions on how to provide comments today or

10   anytime prior to August 29th.  And even if you've

11   already made a comment either at a prior public hearing

12   or submitted any written comment through the official

13   channels, note that you have opportunity to continue

14   submitting comments throughout the 60-day comment

15   period through August 29th.

16            So tonight, we realize that the time to speak

17   90 seconds may not be sufficient, but consider it just

18   your initial comment, and we encourage you to continue

19   submitting written comments until August 29th.  Please

20   take advantage of the online interactive tool.  It has

21   all the resources beyond the draft EIR and comments and

22   instructions and links to make those comments.  You

23   have access to interactive map and other helpful

24   resources that may contribute or help you complete your

25   comment.
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 1            And tonight, we have a court reporter that's

 2   going to be capturing all your oral comments as part of

 3   the transcription for this public hearing.  We also

 4   have a Spanish interpreter who will be providing

 5   simultaneous translation for anyone who's wishing to

 6   make comments in Spanish.  And we can -- we will be

 7   accommodating extra time to allow for that back and

 8   forth.

 9            The court reporter meanwhile will be

10   transcribing your comments verbatim, so please state

11   your first and last name as clearly as possible.  This

12   will help us with the documentation of the legal

13   record.  And if possible, it would be great to also get

14   your ZIP code, because then that way we can associate

15   your comment based on a geographic region.  The court

16   reporter or I may interrupt you occasionally if we have

17   any issues with the way you're speaking or if we're not

18   listening to you clearly to make sure we capture

19   comments.

20            With that, I believe that we're ready to begin

21   receiving formal comments on the draft EIR.  And to

22   start off, I'm going to call on the first three that

23   have raised their hand online.  After the first three,

24   I will be calling on the three persons on site.  And

25   we'll do that process.  I'm coordinating with my team
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 1   on site to make sure that everyone has an opportunity

 2   to comment.

 3            So to start off, I'm going to call on the

 4   first three people who have raised their hand online.

 5   First starting out with Mike, followed by Linda

 6   Palacios, and then DK.

 7            So, Mike, you should be prompted to unmute.

 8   And please start speaking and the clock will start as

 9   soon as you start speaking.  Mike, we are not hearing

10   you.  And in case you can hear me, please try unmuting

11   your microphone.  I'll give you another few seconds.

12   If not, we'll go with Linda Palacios.

13            Okay.  I'm not hearing Mike.  So let's go with

14   Linda Palacios.  We'll go back to Mike after Linda.

15            Linda.

16            LINDA PALACIOS:  Hi.  Thank you for your

17   presentation.  My name is Linda Palacios.  I want to

18   know why Metro is insisting on building this 5 billion

19   subway to the Citadel Mall.  Is this really the best

20   and highest priority transit solution for the East

21   Side?  You know, Metro's own numbers say only 4100

22   people will ride the subway, which essentially equates

23   to $1.5 million per rider.  Metro has packed buses that

24   have a lot more riders and you're making them ride slow

25   buses on congested streets so you can prioritize this
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 1   5 billion subway to the Citadel.  We know that

 2   Washington Boulevard buses are nearly empty and so is

 3   the current East Side gold line on Third Street.

 4   Again, Metro's own numbers show that it's lowest

 5   ridership segment in the system with two stations that

 6   barely serve a few hundred boardings each day.  This is

 7   not the right solution for transportation in this area,

 8   and Metro definitely owes it to the public to review

 9   how low the project benefits are compared to this

10   incredibly high cost.  Ultimately, a $5 billion subway

11   makes no sense, and we deserve a lot more transit

12   service.  Thank you.

13            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Linda.  It looks

14   like Mike has lowered his hand, so I'm going to call on

15   DK to go up next and followed by Arturo Hay.

16            So, DK, please go ahead when prompted.

17            DK:  From the Whittier Daily News, recent

18   article, even the line going to Whittier with the

19   Montebello site instead of Commerce has problems

20   according to the report.  It has many mitigation

21   measures to address, noise and vibration impacts

22   applied to $0.70 of the receivers compared to $0.29 of

23   receivers, construction impacts associated with

24   rerouting transit, traffic, bicycle and pedestrian

25   facilities.  Given the greater number of mitigation
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 1   measures, the route to Whittier option would not be

 2   considered the environmentally superior alternative,

 3   the report said.  On that, I will say this can -- we

 4   can attempt to stop this by valid measure if this goes

 5   forward in Whittier, which is what we will do if it

 6   does.  Number three, homelessness and crime would

 7   decrease dramatically.  5,700 homeless ride the Metro

 8   today according to Sheriff Villanueva.  The 2035 gas

 9   vehicle ban, which you can Google, is the gas vehicle

10   ban planned by Newsome, would be disastrous.  It's

11   interesting that the end service date for the gold line

12   to Whittier or whatever alternative you choose is 2035.

13   I believe that this plan is to create riders by this

14   ban, not that anyone would be riding this gold line.

15   Nobody is going to be riding it.  The Atlantic project

16   proves that.  This would destroy Whittier's quality of

17   life.

18            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, DK.  Your time is

19   up.  I appreciate your comment.  I will now transition

20   over to Arturo Hay.

21            But before you go, Arturo, I just want to

22   start prompting the audience in person so that they can

23   start getting ready.

24            I have the first three listed speakers that

25   have submitted a speaker card, are Edmond Velos,
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 1   followed by Jorge Martinez.  And then I have a third

 2   card that's also listed as George Martinez.  If that's

 3   a different person, then please plan on lining up for

 4   that.

 5            But, Arturo Hay, if you could unmute yourself

 6   and start your comment.  Just a reminder to state your

 7   name, first and last, into the record and ZIP code if

 8   possible.  Arturo, go ahead.

 9            ARTURO HAY:  Yes.  Can you hear me?

10            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.

11            ARTURO HAY:  Okay.  Great.  First of all,

12   thank you.  I appreciate this investment in the East

13   Side.  I want to make it quick, but I wanted to note

14   that I've looked through the documentation in the

15   previous EIRs and I have not found any information

16   regarding an alternative to build this line along the

17   Union Pacific right-of-way where the Montebello

18   Metrolink currently is servicing.  There's about 50 to

19   60 extra feet of right-of-way along the side of the

20   rails that could easily fit a station.  You could still

21   have a Citadel station that would be adjacent to the

22   Citadel, and you wouldn't require a subway or having to

23   interrupt traffic and community members on Washington

24   Boulevard.  This alignment will go closer to population

25   centers and Commerce, East LA along Garfield Avenue,
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 1   closer to Downtown Montebello and closer to the

 2   Whittier Boulevard alignment and Pico Rivera.  And it

 3   would save a lot of money, which, you know, this seems

 4   like a lot of an investment specifically to put the

 5   subway portion of the rail in an empty area where the

 6   Citadel has parking lots and there's warehouses.  It

 7   will also be adjacent to many potential properties that

 8   could be used for maintenance facility without having a

 9   lot of the issues the current facility locations will

10   be located.  So, again, I'd just like to advocate to

11   put the rail line along the Union Pacific tracks that

12   are south of the Ferguson Avenue and north of

13   Washington Boulevard.  Thank you.

14            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Arturo.

15            So as noted, we're going to our on-site

16   audience in Pico Rivera.  So our first speaker is

17   lining up.  So we'll have Edmond Veloz, followed by

18   Jorge Martinez.  I was informed that the other Jorge

19   Martinez has left.  So followed by Jorge Martinez will

20   be Marina Martinez.

21            So, Edmond, please go ahead when you're ready.

22   And start off by stating your name into the record and

23   ZIP code if possible.

24            EDMOND VELOZ:  Can you hear me?

25            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.
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 1            EDMOND VELOZ:  I'm Edmond Veloz, V-E-L-O-Z.

 2            Tonight, we're talking about public

 3   transportation, the word "public."  Now, in front of me

 4   here, I have a page from a 2019 public meeting that

 5   took place in Whittier, and these are the very words of

 6   a Cevallos, the project manager, and she was told to

 7   say this according by the EMTA.  And these are from

 8   their transcripts.  It says, "So all these elements

 9   need to go through the public review process and the

10   environmental process down to when we identify the

11   locally preferred alternative."  So this is currently

12   the purpose and need of the project.  Again, we're

13   soliciting input to ensure that that this purpose and

14   need meets the community's needs and concerns.  I have

15   here 1,550 signatures for the locally preferred

16   alternative, which is the environmentally superb

17   alternative and it is for the TSM alternative,

18   transportation system management alternative.  The

19   Metro has no kind of support anything close to this,

20   and we're advocating the use of electric buses instead

21   of the light rail.  It'll cost 1/100th of the cost and

22   it'll be much more efficient, a much better project and

23   something that the public will definitely use.

24            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comments,

25   Edmond.  We appreciate them.  As noted, please use the
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 1   other commenting portals to submit additional comments

 2   or anything to the record.

 3            I'd now like to follow up with the next

 4   speaker on site, Jorge Martinez, who will be followed

 5   by Marina Martinez.  And then I will be calling on the

 6   names for online audience.

 7            So please go ahead, Jorge.

 8            JORGE MARTINEZ:  Hello.  My name is Jorge

 9   Martinez.  I looked online and I found a figure for

10   this project, the gold line, 6.5 billion.  What a waste

11   of money.  For less than $50,000 -- I mean,

12   $50 million, we can have electric buses that run on the

13   boulevard every 15 minutes and have the fare

14   subsidized, too.  And then why are they forcing trains

15   on us when according to Metro data in February 2020,

16   the agency reported an estimated average of almost

17   1.2 systemwide riders each weekday.  Guess what?  The

18   buses take over the population.  They're the preferred

19   alternative.  871,000 took the bus.  321,000 were on

20   the rails.  And transit ridership is also a serious

21   decline.  And this is looking at Metro's old data and

22   others that are available online.  Better railroad

23   administration statistics for 2021 show that highway

24   rail crossings are more deadly in collisions in

25   California between cars and trains.  California ranks

�

0048

 1   number two in collisions in the United States, and we

 2   will have at least four of them -- Greenwood Avenue,

 3   Rosemead Boulevard, Norwalk Boulevard and Lambert Road.

 4   These are at-grade.  Everybody is on the same level --

 5   pedestrians, cars, trucks, trains.  They're dangerous.

 6   Thank you.

 7            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Okay.  Thank you, Jorge.

 8            Next is Marina Martinez.  Please start by

 9   stating your name into the record.

10            MARINA MARTINEZ:  My name is Marina Martinez

11   and I'm a resident of Pico Rivera.  And I'm opposed to

12   the gold line, specifically the alternative coming down

13   Washington and Lambert.  This is a $3 billion train to

14   nowhere.  I don't know of anybody who would want to

15   take the train down to its terminus, which is the

16   hospital.  And, you know, as far as the shops around

17   that route, you know, it's not going to attract

18   ridership that Metro is looking for.  And that's been

19   the problem with the gold line through -- especially

20   coming in through -- which I've seen coming in through

21   the East Los Angeles area, coming down 3rd.  I rarely

22   see any car full.  I see at the most 3 or 6 or 12

23   people, not even that.  So it's a $3 billion debacle.

24   It's a cash cow for I'm sure some people will benefit

25   financially from it, but certainly not the residents or

�

0049

 1   the people living along that route, which I do.  I live

 2   about four or five blocks from Washington Boulevard and

 3   Rosemead.  So I know I'm going to be impacted with

 4   noise, with pollution for seven years at least, and I'm

 5   not looking forward to that.  And I know they said, oh,

 6   we're going to coordinate with the local law

 7   enforcement and, you know, traffic and all that.

 8   That's a lot of pie in the sky.  That's a lot of pie in

 9   the sky.  I'm sorry.

10            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Marina.

11            So I mentioned, I'm going to transition to our

12   online audience.  We'll go through a few of those

13   raised hands, and we'll go back to the Pico Rivera site

14   to check in for additional speaker cards.  So online,

15   our Zoom audience, we have raised hands by Jiu Yoon.

16            Jiu Yoon, you will be first, followed by

17   Sergio and then FHN.  So, Jiu Yoon, please go ahead and

18   unmute yourself when prompted and start of by stating

19   your name into the record.

20            JIU YOON:  Yeah.  Hi.  Can you guys hear me?

21            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.  Please go ahead.

22   Perfect.

23            JIU YOON:  My name is Jiu Yoon, ZIP code

24   90640.  I work at a -- on a business off of Washington

25   and Greenwood.  And like many of the residents and
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 1   people who work there have already stated, we are very

 2   concerned about why the Metro is so adamant about

 3   running this line across Washington when we have Old

 4   Dominion right there.  We have recycling centers and

 5   other construction sites going out with containers and

 6   huge, big rigs going in and out.  And the Metro and MTA

 7   are saying that they'll mitigate traffic as much as

 8   possible when it's a nightmare already with three lanes

 9   each way.  Like the previous resident already said, it

10   just seems like a huge pie in the sky.  It seems

11   completely unfeasible.  Hard to imagine how that's

12   done.  The Alternative 2 with the maintenance site off

13   of -- behind Vail and Washington next to that church

14   also seems completely unfeasible for the very same

15   reasons as we have the trash echo or whatever, like

16   literally right off of Vail going in and out every day

17   with several containers as well in the back.  It's

18   just -- it's really baffling and completely really tone

19   deaf with people who have never experienced what it's

20   like traveling on Washington.  Thank you.

21            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comment.

22            Next will go to Sergio.  Sergio will be

23   followed by FHN, and then we will go back to the Pico

24   Rivera site to check for additional speaker cards.

25            So, Sergio, unmute yourself and please start
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 1   off by stating your name into the record.

 2            SERGIO ARANGULA:  Hi, Edgar.  Can you hear me?

 3            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.  Please go ahead.

 4            SERGIO ARANGULA:  Perfect.  Okay.  My name is

 5   Sergio Arangula, ZIP code is 90606.  And unlike many

 6   who have been opposing this, I'm actually looking

 7   forward to this.  I'm a young professional that lives

 8   close by on Washington and Broadway.  And we're really

 9   looking forward to seeing this in the ballot.  A lot of

10   my friends have been looking for the day for us to

11   support this.  But I'm going to stick to the topic here

12   and critique a little bit of the environmental aspect

13   of this.  I'm looking specifically on page 337 of the

14   environmental document where it states about the

15   transmission lines.  My concern is how much will we

16   have to mitigate those transmission lines as we get

17   closer to Whittier?  I know that when once you cross

18   over, I believe, San Gabriel River, you have two 20KB

19   and 500KB lines.  And if we do have to mitigate those

20   lines in regards to clearances to the OCS, how much

21   would we be on the hook for?  And would we have to

22   underground lines as well?  I guess -- and have we

23   compared those to other route options such as the

24   purple line or the blue line?  How much more

25   significant would that cost us if we were to keep it
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 1   at-grade or aerial and then maybe move it down to

 2   underground?  A couple of the comments.  But for the

 3   most part, we're really looking forward to this.  There

 4   will be a day where this will be on the ballot, and we

 5   can't wait to vote on that.  Thank you.

 6            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Sergio.

 7            Up next, we have FHN who will be the last

 8   speaker for our Zoom audience for now.  And I'll be

 9   transitioning to the Pico Rivera site.  So meanwhile, I

10   would like to ask the Pico Rivera site -- we have two

11   speakers waiting -- for Jorge Martinez to be ready

12   after FHN.  And Jorge will be followed by Esther

13   Salise.  So now let's go to FHN.

14            You'll be prompted to unmute yourself.  And

15   once do you that, please start off by stating your name

16   into the record.

17            SD:  Hi.  I'm just going to give my initials,

18   SD.  And I live in Whittier.  I applaud the city of

19   Pico Rivera residents for coming out and opposing this

20   project.  This is definitely something that I think is

21   being perpetrated by politicians, such as Mr. Dutra who

22   sits on the board and is also a council member.  What

23   I'd like to know is are you going to have Mr. Dutra

24   recuse himself?  And also, how much subsidies is the

25   City of Whittier going to give Metro?  There's a public
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 1   safety issue that I'm very concerned about.  Our

 2   Whittier Police Department is already very

 3   understaffed.  The unarmed people that you hired to go

 4   on the Metro lines are not going to stop a rape, a

 5   robbery, which you know are happening on the Metro

 6   line, as well as robberies and other things, thefts and

 7   things of those sorts.  Other than that, I'm very

 8   concerned of the impacts our businesses are going to

 9   have along Washington Boulevard.  We're already very

10   heavily impacted by the numbers that are causing the

11   cities to rezone a lot of business areas to allow for

12   high density housing, and this is causing a lot of

13   businesses to shut down because they're being bought

14   out.  And I'm worried that your project is also going

15   to harm our businesses and our residents.  We don't

16   need the Metro in Whittier.  I oppose it.

17            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, SD.

18            All right.  As mentioned, we're going to Pico

19   Rivera site.  So if we can have Jorge Martinez ready to

20   start and then who will be followed by Esther Salese.

21            Jorge, please go ahead.  Start off by reading

22   your name into the record.

23            JORGE MARTINEZ:  Hi.  My name is Jorge

24   Martinez, 90660 resident.  We all have seen how these

25   at-grade level Metro lines have been brought
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 1   environmentally, destroying single-family residents.

 2   So we're at this street that connected Slauson to Rex

 3   Road -- got cut off due to all the train crossing

 4   accidents and deaths in the past.  How can this not be

 5   a difference?  How can you honestly say our kids will

 6   be safe walking to El Rancho High School crossing

 7   Washington Boulevard, crossing Lacaline Avenue into our

 8   high school and middle schools?  My family and local

 9   community are not in favor of the proposed gold line

10   extension.  I live off Lindsay Avenue in Washington

11   Boulevard.  There are environmental noise, pollution.

12   Trembling will just devastate my home and my

13   surrounding neighbors.  The only way -- the only

14   entrance to my home is northbound through Lindsay

15   Avenue off Washington Boulevard.  If the Metro goes

16   through Washington Boulevard, my entrance will be

17   entirely cut off.  Unless this train goes underground

18   through Pico Rivera, as a registered voter, I will make

19   it my duty to support any recall or vote out any public

20   official who was in favor of this project.

21            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you.

22            We'll now call on Esther Salese to make her

23   comment.  She's the last person who submitted a speaker

24   card.  So I will go back to the online audience and

25   check again later for additional speakers at Pico
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 1   Rivera.  So for Zoom users, just be prompted.  Jesse

 2   Garcia will go after Celia -- I mean Esther Salese.

 3   And then Jesse will be followed by Dominic Gonzalez and

 4   then Mike.

 5            So, Esther, please go ahead and make your

 6   comments.  Start off by stating your name into the

 7   record.

 8            ESTHER SALESE:  Hello.  My name is Esther

 9   Salese and I live here in Pico Rivera.  I'm very

10   against this project.  During this meeting, none of the

11   speakers mentioned Pico Rivera.  Pico Rivera will be

12   affected, because it comes down -- this train will come

13   down Washington.  So once it passes Bluff to

14   Washington, you're going to hit our homes on Paramount.

15   You're going to hit our businesses that have been very

16   hard hit during the COVID, and now they're going to be

17   hit again with construction on Washington.  You will

18   have a station on Washington and Rosemead that will

19   affect our children and crossing on Passens and

20   Washington where our children, over 3,000, will cross

21   from school to El Rancho High School daily.  And you

22   will have this train coming down Washington Boulevard.

23   We have homes on Washington all the way down to the 605

24   freeway underpass.  You have homes there.  What are we

25   going to do with that?  What's going to happen to the

�

0056

 1   street as all the construction is going on?  What's the

 2   safety issues, environmental issues?  It's very

 3   dangerous to have this train come down for the sake of

 4   our children and the residents that live on that

 5   street.  I also would like to ask you to please extend

 6   the deadline.  You have August 29th.  You look at the

 7   books we have here, and they are huge.  Please extend

 8   it another two months.  At least give us to

 9   November 1st for the cities to look at this, because we

10   do not want this coming into our city.  Thank you.

11            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Okay.  Thank you, Esther,

12   for your comment.

13            And now we'll go back to the Zoom audience,

14   those who have their hands raised.

15            As I mentioned, Jesse Garcia, you'll be

16   leading off, followed by Dominic Gonzalez, then Mike.

17   So, Jesse, please start when you're prompted.  Unmute

18   yourself and initiate by stating your name into the

19   record.

20            JESSE GARCIA:  Jesse Garcia.  Can you hear me?

21            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.  Please proceed.

22            JESSE GARCIA:  Okay.  Jesse Garcia, 90640.  As

23   I mentioned at the last meeting and everybody keeps

24   mentioning these $3 billion, everybody keeps forgetting

25   in 2029, you're not going to have 3 billion.  You may
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 1   have it on paper, but you're actually going to have

 2   2.5 billion.  Inflation is going to already eat you.

 3   So you're already in the red, okay?  When I broke

 4   everything down, this is going to be 52 years just to

 5   pay back $3 billion.  And we know we're not going to

 6   raise the ridership.  Since the last meeting, I've been

 7   going up and down the boulevard during the weekday when

 8   I come home.  Even the buses that run there right now

 9   don't have the audience you guys are looking for.

10   Mr. Dutra, he's in it for himself.  You can tell right

11   off the bat.  He's the only happy camper.  The other

12   folks who are for it, you guys have never really been

13   involved in a mess.  Once you see that mess going down

14   Washington, good luck.  So be careful what you wish

15   for.  The other thing I'm looking at here is the video

16   you keep presenting when this opens up, it's a bit

17   misleading because you show Whittier Boulevard.  This

18   thing is not going down Whittier Boulevard.  If you're

19   going to redo this video or you're going to do it, do

20   it right.  Show it going down Atlantic and through

21   Washington.  Why do you keep showing Slauson?  Why do

22   you keep showing Beverly Boulevard?  Actually, Beverly

23   Boulevard would be the best place for this track to go.

24   It would hook up Rio Hondo and --

25            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Jesse.
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 1            We will now proceed with Dominic Gonzalez

 2   followed by Mike.  After Mike, I will check for our

 3   Pico Rivera site for any additional speakers who have

 4   not spoken yet.

 5            Please go ahead, Dominic when prompted.  And

 6   start of by stating your name into the record.

 7            DOMINIC GONZALEZ:  Hello.  Can you hear me all

 8   right?

 9            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.

10            DOMINIC GONZALEZ:  Awesome.  So my name is

11   Dominic Gonzalez, address 91733.  I am most in support

12   of Option 1, mainly because breaking those projects

13   into phases, you know, there's no telling how expensive

14   they're going to get due to inflation or whatever,

15   tariffs and stuff, because, you know, ever since Trump

16   put those tariffs on Chinese steel, you know, that

17   really killed projects, even cutting down the gold line

18   extension from Claremont to Pomona.  So, you know,

19   honestly, I know there's more impacts.  There always is

20   with construction, but really just go home and get it

21   done while you can; right?  Because over the long term,

22   that really sets up chances to redo patterns, increase

23   the transit oriented development and really give other

24   people legitimate options outside of traffic.  And then

25   I do -- I didn't think about it, but I do actually want
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 1   to throw some support behind the idea of putting it

 2   possibly down the existing Metrolink tracks.  I know

 3   it's hard because there's freight down there, too.  But

 4   if you could fix that as well, too, I think that might

 5   be worth looking into.  That way, you can skip

 6   Washington if it seems undoable.  Also, look into grade

 7   separation at Washington and Rosemead and look into

 8   better connections at each station, especially like at

 9   Rosemead if you're planning to BRT light rail line down

10   that and better connections to old town Whittier.  I

11   think that would be really good.  But also, I'm very

12   excited for this project, and there's lots of

13   naysayers.  But, you know, at the end of the day, if

14   we're going to move on from cars, we need to keep doing

15   things like this.

16            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Dominic.

17            Up next will be Mike.  And I've been informed

18   by my team at the Pico Rivera site that we don't have

19   any additional speakers, but I will continue checking

20   and monitoring to make sure we get any additional

21   speakers wishing to speak tonight.  So Mike will be

22   followed meanwhile by Maude Manji and then BCS.

23            So, Mike, go ahead and state your name into

24   the record.

25            MIKE MARTINEZ:  Mike Martinez, ZIP code 90022,
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 1   East LA resident for eight years who's been living in

 2   front of the gold line -- existing gold line on Third

 3   Street.  I really don't have to be here because our

 4   extension is going to be all run underground through

 5   Atlantic.  I'm looking out for more the residents after

 6   East LA.  Don't let them build it above ground.  It is

 7   not good.  I'll tell you why.  Environmental report,

 8   1,012 pages long.  Section 61. -- 6.9.2.3, the

 9   outreach, the outreach was supposed to -- including

10   banners and electronic signs down the corridors that

11   they're going to build.  I have not seen one sign, so

12   they failed on that.  There's going to be detour routes

13   on Telegraph, Olympic, Whittier, and possibly Slauson.

14   When they're building this thing, a lot of noise, a lot

15   of dust.  Let's talk about asbestos.  Asbestos was

16   banned back in the late '90s because of the brake pads,

17   a lot of the brake pads had asbestos.  According to

18   that law, asbestos in brake pads should have gone away.

19   Any after-market brake pads, anybody can put on.  Is

20   Metro putting these types of brake pads on there?  My

21   son has asthma.  He's only two years old.  He's had

22   asthma since he was small, since he was born.  He has

23   to be on nebulizer treatment every morning and

24   afternoon.  Could it be it?  Who knows.  Underground is

25   more efficient and more stations to be more efficient.
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 1   Don't throw away $5 billion for nothing.  Thank you.

 2            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Mike.

 3            So now, Maude Manji, you'll be prompted to

 4   unmute yourself.  And then you'll be followed by BCS.

 5            Currently, I don't see additional hands raised

 6   after BCS.  If you're wishing to speak, please consider

 7   raising your hand at this time, and I will call you

 8   later in the process.  For now, I will call Maude Manji

 9   to start off.

10            Please state your name for the record.

11            MAUDE MANJI:  Hi.  My name is Maude Manji.

12   I'm a resident of Whittier 90602.  Really excited for

13   this project.  Thank you, Metro, for bringing this

14   project.  You know, I would say the option that brings

15   this the fastest in one phase, that's the option I

16   support.  You know, this is really a project we need.

17   Nobody likes being stuck on the freeway going all the

18   way to downtown.  This is just really going to make my

19   life easier.  It's going to make my wife's life a lot a

20   easier.  We're really excited to have this project.

21   You know, I was in south Pasadena for a while and, you

22   know, they had the gold line down there.  I would just

23   go down to Downtown.  Now I'm excited to be a homeowner

24   in Whittier and to take this train down to Downtown and

25   even hopefully down all the way to Santa Monica and the
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 1   beach.  So I'm just very excited for the project.  The

 2   one thing I just want to add is I really hope there's a

 3   consideration of making an extension to Uptown, because

 4   that's really where I think a lot of businesses are,

 5   where a lot of folks can utilize this.  And there's a

 6   lot of density in Uptown.  For me, right now, if I were

 7   to walk to the station, it's like a 25-minute walk.

 8   It's a little bit selfish of me as well.  I'd like if

 9   it's Uptown, that's more of a 10 or 15-minute walk for

10   me.  That's a little bit selfish, but I feel like a lot

11   of the density, a lot of the apartment buildings are

12   going to be in Uptown.  So I'm just really hoping

13   that's considered as well, but overall excited for this

14   project.  Thank you to the mayor of Whittier and to all

15   the Metro board who brought this forward, and I hope we

16   get this as soon as possible.  So thank you again.

17   Thank you to the staff as well.  Thank you for putting

18   the hearing together.

19            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thanks for your comment.

20            Now, we'll go to BCS.  As stated, BCS is the

21   last speaker.  So anyone wishing to speak both online

22   via Zoom, if you're on Zoom, you can raise your hand.

23   Or if you're in person, please submit a speaker card.

24            BCS, please go ahead and make a comment.  And

25   start off by stating your name into the record.
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 1            BRICIA SATELLO:  Sorry about that.  I was

 2   muted.  I apologize.  Can you hear me?

 3            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.  Please state your name

 4   in the record.

 5            BRICIA SATELLO:  Absolutely.  My name is

 6   Bricia Satello, and I live in Montebello -- south

 7   Montebello.  So I am near one of the stations that you

 8   are proposing.  So I'm not necessarily opposed to

 9   having a train as I believe that transportation is very

10   crucial; however, I have to tell you that some of the

11   points that have been brought up are some of the points

12   that I want to bring up for sure.  So having the train

13   come down from East LA underground is great.  I think

14   that's great.  You know, we reduce some of the traffic

15   that would have been on there anyways, and it's safe;

16   however, when you come up to Commerce, you put it up on

17   top.  I don't live in Commerce, but if I were a

18   resident, I may have an opinion on that.  I do live in

19   Montebello.  And bringing it grade level, it's just --

20   to me, it almost seems like we're considered second to

21   a different city.  I have no idea why you didn't decide

22   to go underground as well, especially when you have

23   children crossing from one street to another in the

24   only place that there's going to be a public

25   elementary.  And that is ongoing with where you propose
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 1   to actually have a station.  That is very crucial

 2   because I can just see accidents happen.  You did the

 3   same thing in Boyle Heights where you had no rail when

 4   you first put it in.  And even with rail, that seemed

 5   still to be a very dangerous section.  So if you were

 6   to go underground, I promise you that I will walk

 7   around and try to convince my neighbors that this is a

 8   good project; however, I want you to consider that.

 9            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comment.

10            All right.  So for now, that concludes the

11   speakers that have raised their hand or submitted

12   speaker card in person.  We're going to remain online

13   until 8:00.  But I just wanted to note that tonight is

14   not the end of the comment period.  Speaking or

15   providing oral comments is not the only way.  And it's

16   not just a way or the single way you can do so.  In

17   addition to those that submitted oral comments or not

18   did not, you have additional ways to make comments

19   through August 29th.  And those are shown on the

20   screen.  You have via mail listed there.  We have the

21   online web comment form at Metro.net/eastside comments.

22   The web comment form -- and we'll go over it in a

23   little bit if no additional speakers go -- raise their

24   hands, but this is a great way to just upload your

25   comment, submit any attachments or additional resources
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 1   you might want to include.  There's also some tips on

 2   how to make a comment.  And for those that just want to

 3   submit a quick comment, if you have a quick thought or

 4   don't want to take the time to type out your comments,

 5   we have the option to use the help line where you'll be

 6   able to submit an oral comment.  That will be

 7   transcribed the same way that the court reporter is

 8   doing tonight.  It'll be verbatim and included in the

 9   record.  And these methods, the three ways that I just

10   went over -- mail, web comment form and help line --

11   are available through August 29th as many times as

12   you'd like to use them.  So I just want to clarify

13   that, that tonight is just a method to submit comments.

14   And we realize 90 seconds is not sufficient.  So that's

15   why we want to encourage you to continue reviewing the

16   document and submitting your comments.

17            I want to check again.  And it looks like we

18   don't have no one else with a raised hand at this

19   moment.  Since we promoted the public hearing to run

20   until 8:00, we're going to remain until that time just

21   to make sure that anyone that hasn't had the

22   opportunity to provide a comment tonight will have that

23   chance.  And if -- there's no one in person at the Pico

24   River site.  It sounds like we also don't have speaker

25   cards there.  Then I'd like to take this moment to just
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 1   start going over some of the tools that we've promoted

 2   tonight.  And I will pause, you know, at any moment

 3   that anyone has the urge to make a comment both on-site

 4   or here in person.  I'm going to stop and I will give

 5   you the opportunity.  The priority are your comments.

 6   What I'm going to be sharing, this is just to use the

 7   time that we've promoted.

 8            So to start off, I'd like to share just one of

 9   the tools that was heavily promoted during the

10   presentation, which was the online portal tool, the

11   online virtual tool.  I will be pulling it up right

12   now.  Sorry, I'm having a little bit of difficulty

13   here.  Let me start again.  I may have to ask my staff

14   to help me share it, the virtual tool.  Okay.  Here we

15   go.  I apologize for that.

16            Okay.  So what I'm sharing right here is the

17   online interactive tool that's been promoted.  This

18   website can be accessed at Metro.net/eastside2022.  So

19   when you goat here, you'll see this project branding.

20   You're encouraged to scroll down, because that's where

21   the tool will initiate.  Before I go into the rest of

22   the functions, I want to note that the tool is

23   available in English and Spanish.  So you'll get the

24   same exact experience in Spanish, same content, project

25   videos and links that we'll be going over.  So I just
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 1   wanted to note that it's available as soon as you start

 2   scrolling right beneath this initial set of tabs.

 3            The tabs are going to the best way to explore

 4   the tool.  You'll be able to just skip past the section

 5   if you've already navigated through the tool, if you

 6   know the topic you might be looking for.  For example,

 7   you want to see the draft EIR.  You can either scroll

 8   down, we made it available right on top so there's not

 9   much navigating, or we realize people may want to just

10   click on something.  So here's the draft EIR.  It'll

11   take you to all of the pertinent documents.  The notice

12   of availability that announces that the draft EIR has

13   been released.  There's instructions on how to make

14   comments and public hearing details, availability of

15   the printed documents along the corridor at public

16   library, so the other public counters.

17            So this is a good resource document to check,

18   and it expands a little bit more beyond the public

19   notice.  The draft EIR is the document that has been

20   mentioned and is the focus of your comments tonight.

21   So this is a quick ease access to just click on here

22   and have access of the document.  This will give you

23   the full draft environmental impact report.  It

24   includes the 1,012 pages that were mentioned.

25            If you're looking for something just more an
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 1   introductory to see, if you want to dive into

 2   additional details, the best way to start and the place

 3   where a majority of the people will find the answers

 4   that they're looking for is the executive summary.  And

 5   for that reason, this is available entirely in English

 6   and also in Spanish.  So we encourage to start with

 7   this, or also if you can dive into the draft EIR that

 8   gives you all of the details, including the executive

 9   summary.

10            And the local public library sites, we also

11   mentioned that they're available in the NOA.  You could

12   click on here.  And this will give you a map.  So you

13   can quickly navigate to whatever site might be easiest

14   to access.  What we do just encourage you to do, call

15   in advance to confirm the hours of operation.  Those

16   have been shifting because of the COVID, the pandemic

17   situation.  So please verify.  We don't want you to

18   make the trip unnecessarily.

19            Now, going back to the tool -- let me just

20   check really quickly to see if there's anyone who has

21   any comments.  It looks like we still don't have any

22   raised hands at this moment.  Okay.  So I will continue

23   sharing the tool.

24            So as we mentioned, the interactive component

25   is really what brings this document or this tool alive.
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 1   Not only just do you have access to all project

 2   resources here, an easy way to navigate, but you can

 3   also have the project history and visual details that

 4   are not currently featured on the project website.  It

 5   gives you the overview.  It describes the key

 6   components.  Then it starts talking about why the

 7   project is needed, some background information,

 8   connectivity to the regional connector on how that

 9   would one day potentially provide a one seat ride all

10   the way to Santa Monica and other vital connections.

11   It talks about where we are in the process to fully

12   deliver the project.

13            A lot of this information is something that

14   you've already seen in a presentation tonight or in

15   past presentations, and that's the idea.  You have

16   access to all the information here.  So as you're

17   making your comments, if there's something that might

18   help you contextualize that comment better, maybe the

19   cross streets or some kind of level of detail, then you

20   can use this tool and you can see every map has a

21   legend.  If you lose a legend, look for these little

22   three dots, four dots in the bottom.  It gives you a

23   full definition of what you're seeing.

24            This explore the corridor tool is a good way

25   to know the corridor a little better or, like I said,
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 1   make reference to it, anything that you want to include

 2   in your comments.  There's existing transit services.

 3   It will give you a listing of those.  You can also zoom

 4   in and see a little bit more detail.  You can click on

 5   the bus route information.  And there's also a

 6   navigation here that expands on the panels here that

 7   you're seeing.  Some of these layers of data or lines

 8   that you see on the map have additional information.

 9   And it breaks it down from -- you can see the route

10   name and additional details.  It's very resourceful.

11   There's some destinations of importance.  This is not

12   comprehensive, but it's intended to give you a general

13   sense of what's available along the corridor.

14            There's also information on equity focus

15   communities.  This is from the Metro Race and Equity

16   Office who has been developing an emphasis on having

17   more equitable participation and access to services.

18   And this gives you essentially data from that

19   department and what helps inform our process -- not

20   only outreach, but other approaches.  So, you know,

21   this again is a really great tool and layer to take

22   advantage of.

23            The freight rail corridors layer, this is one

24   of the most useful for the areas that have a lot of

25   rail.  As you can see, there's some portions that have
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 1   rail corridors going to certain communities.  And

 2   there's confusion as to which rail corridor we're

 3   talking about and how our rail corridor would serve in

 4   relation to those existing lines.  So this is a good

 5   layer for that.  This is only freight services, so it's

 6   not Metrolink.  Metrolink does overlap on a couple of

 7   those freight lines, but now this gives you a clean

 8   look on those Metrolink lines and stations.

 9            And importantly to this also is the existing

10   bike path network and the various levels of service on

11   each of those lines -- bike lines provided.  As you can

12   see, they're defined by classes -- Class 1 through

13   Class 4 with Class 4 being the most protective type of

14   bike route available.

15            Okay.  I'm going to check to see in our Zoom

16   if we have anyone else or with my team.  Looks like we

17   don't have anyone that has submitted a speaker card at

18   the Pico Rivera site or that has raised their hands.

19   So I will continue jus going really quickly now down to

20   the alternative section.

21            TITO CORONA:  Can you provide again what the

22   address is to people that access the tool?

23            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.  The address -- so what

24   I'm showing right now is the online interactive tool

25   that was developed for the East Side Transit Corridor 2
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 1   project.  And the website to access this is

 2   Metro.net/eastside2022 or 2022.  And it'll take you to

 3   this alphanumeric scrabble, so that's why that's the

 4   easy path to access this tool.  And like I said, it's

 5   available in English and Spanish, with the Spanish link

 6   available right away up on top.

 7            So taking advantage of the tabs, I'm going to

 8   show you how it works.  I'm going to go straight to the

 9   alternative section where I was just reviewing that

10   content.  A lot of these images that you see are

11   interactive in some format, at least in a zoomable way.

12   So, again, explore the tool.  Anything that you see

13   might be interactive.  This gives you an overview of

14   some of the recent project updates that have been made,

15   including the alternatives that advance into the draft

16   EIR that was released for public review.

17            And so here you'll get to engage a little bit

18   more, you know, individually on each of the

19   alternatives.  So you see the map all at once and a lot

20   of the projet materials, but this gives you an

21   experience to see one alternative at a time.  So you

22   saw that I clicked on this, and that only shows me

23   Alternative 1, only that.  And then when I click

24   Alternative 2, this provides clarification.  As you can

25   see, it just clarifies really quickly the number of
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 1   stations and length.  And, you know, you can engage

 2   with it in your own way.  As you can see, there's some

 3   layers of detail.  You can see you can zoom in to see

 4   more information.  As you can see, there's certain

 5   labels that come up and so on.  So, you know,

 6   Alternative 3, I'll just click so you can see that it

 7   has the same level of information.

 8            And if you continue scrolling down, you have

 9   additional profiles for each of these alternatives.

10   You also have additional design options that have been

11   shared in recent meetings and featured at the recent

12   materials that have been shared both at the public

13   hearings and via e-mail and online.  If you click on

14   these, you can see some of the station options, both at

15   Atlantic, Pomona and also at Greenwood.

16            So to start off with Atlantic/Pomona, you see

17   here this says slideshow that's available.  You would

18   click on here.  I think I'm having some bandwidth

19   issues right now.  Let's go past these.  Those are

20   slide shows.  So right now, I think because I'm

21   sharing, it's giving me a little bit of trouble.  Let

22   me see if I can refresh.  Here we go.

23            So you can see that you have some more

24   information on each of these station sites.  If you

25   want some clarification on what each option is,
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 1   essentially you have first covered underground

 2   option -- the baseline option here on Atlantic/Pomona,

 3   and then you have the open underground option.  And

 4   each of these have a couple of slides.  So you can open

 5   it and then you can just navigate through this

 6   information right here.  Like, for example, you see it

 7   in detail and there's some other slides.  So this gives

 8   you an example of what an open underground design or

 9   open underground station would be.  So if you have a

10   question of, well, what does this mean, what does it

11   look like, here's the real life example in the Metro

12   system.

13            And here's additional details and so on.  And

14   if you want to learn more about the environmental

15   process, we featured details today as part of the

16   presentation, but this gives you just somewhat of a

17   narrative of what the process is and what it includes,

18   what your role is.  As you can see, there's a graphic

19   on the various components that go into the decision

20   making process and what the process includes and also

21   what types of evaluations are being taken and how these

22   evaluations will be performed and the various topics

23   that will be evaluated.  And throughout this, you'll

24   see links available.  So anything with a blue font

25   under line is usually a link that will open.  These are
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 1   additional resources that Metro has available

 2   explaining the environmental process.  So if you're new

 3   to the environmental process, this hopefully gives you

 4   a quick read through on what the process is, where

 5   we're at and what your role is.

 6            And now, next is just a history of where of

 7   project has been.  So if you really want to do a deeper

 8   dive into the alternatives that have been previously

 9   considered through the various prior phases, including

10   prior to the environmental process that's part of the

11   alternatives analysis, and also during the

12   environmental process all the way up to the release of

13   the draft document that was stopped and now

14   recirculated as a draft EIR only, but it's -- all these

15   give you those great resources.  So if you've been

16   involved or have wondered maybe what alternatives had

17   been considered before, this gives you just a general

18   snapshot of that information.

19            Okay.  I'm going to do another check-in to

20   make sure I'm not talking too much.  Still no raised

21   hand.  So I will continue.

22            Now, this is the very important part.  As I

23   mentioned, the draft EIR is linked at the top of the

24   tool, but here's a little bit -- available more

25   thorough with all links and a full breakdown on how to
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 1   submit comments.  All of the different public hearings

 2   that are being conducted, including the information for

 3   tonight's hearing.  So tonight is the third of four

 4   hearings, as has been mentioned.  We have one more

 5   hearing that will be happening next week, Wednesday,

 6   August 17th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., in the city of

 7   Whittier, at the Whittier Community Center.  And the

 8   address is listed here.  So if you've lost your notice,

 9   if you want to share information, you can even just

10   link -- this is one of my favorite ways to share

11   information.  You can copy the section link with a lot

12   of these large headers.  If you just hover over the

13   label and clock on it, it'll copy that section.  And

14   I'll show you how it works.  You can include it as a

15   link on an e-mail to a friend, a text.  And then when

16   they click on it, this is what they copy.  I'm going to

17   go straight to the section that I copied the link from.

18   So it's not going to start at the top.  It's going to

19   go to the section that I want to -- I want my friend or

20   neighbor, someone that I'm sharing the details with.

21   So another, you know, quick link to just expand on the

22   details.

23            Here's information on our recent community

24   information sessions.  These were held right before the

25   release of the draft document as a way to just make
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 1   sure that the corridor was -- communities were updated

 2   on the various project updates and then also just get

 3   ready for the release of the draft document.  What to

 4   anticipate, how to access the document, where it will

 5   be available, how to comment, et cetera.  And this

 6   provides some details on the anticipated next steps.

 7            And additional resources -- so for folks that

 8   maybe aren't familiar with light rail transit or maybe

 9   those that are confused what's the difference between

10   light rail, heavy rail, community rail, freight rail,

11   there's a lot of terminology.  And not all trains are

12   created the same, so this is very helpful for people

13   that may be fearing that it's a freight train that's

14   being proposed.  A freight train is very heavy, very

15   loud.  You'll see all the characteristics on reading

16   them off the sheet.  And this is very helpful for

17   anyone that you think might be able to use this.  It's

18   a slide show, so you can also go through the various

19   slides here, like I've shown in the prior functions.

20   Or you can also download the whole slide show right

21   here if you want to go through that process.  So you're

22   able to view it all at once here and also download it

23   as shown right here.

24            And we're getting close to the end and we

25   still don't have any raised hands.  So pretty soon, I
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 1   will be calling on Tito to wrap up the public hearing.

 2   But certainly, like I mentioned, you have an

 3   opportunity to raise your hand until 8:00 if you

 4   haven't done so already.  And for people on site at

 5   Pico Rivera site can also submit any comment -- speaker

 6   card request until then.

 7            What I'd like to just spend a couple of

 8   minutes on, now that we've seen most of the tool, then

 9   this is the other very important component that's been

10   shared, the public comment form.  It's available in

11   English and in Spanish.  There's this link up here.

12   It's the same exact experience.  It's translated into

13   Spanish.  And as you can see, I have access to the

14   draft EIR.  We ask you to identify yourself as what

15   type of stakeholder, your contact information.  The

16   only required information is your ZIP code, but it's

17   very helpful when we have a name and other details just

18   to associate the comment and, you know, what it might

19   be in relation to what area of the community or area of

20   interest.

21            And then there's just tip to submit comments,

22   like I mentioned, that you could use as you're creating

23   your comment.  And then you can type your comment into

24   this comment box and you can upload additional files.

25   If you prepared it as a Word document or an attachment
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 1   and you don't want to type anything, you just say, "My

 2   comments are enclosed."  And then you upload your file,

 3   and search through the files, upload them, and then

 4   that should be it.  And you have up to 30 megabytes

 5   that you can upload.  So that's plenty.  And if it's

 6   not enough, please continue submitting comments as

 7   needed.

 8            Okay.  Tito, I think that wraps up a majority

 9   of what I wanted to cover with this additional time

10   that we have in the public hearing.  So now we can

11   transition back to the slide show so we can start

12   closing out tonight's hearing.

13            But, again, I want to check one last time for

14   any additional participants that might be interested in

15   making a comment tonight.  I see none.

16            Okay.  Then, Tito, please go ahead and help us

17   close out tonight's hearing.

18            TITO CORONA:  Thank you, Edgar.

19            And as you are checking online, I'm also -- I

20   have the Pico Rivera council chamber peeking as well.

21   It looks like that's pretty much -- the audience there

22   has also concluded and left.  So I don't see anything

23   in Pico Rivera.  But, again, I want to thank those of

24   you who joined us in person in Pico River, but also

25   online.  We understand that there are many ways to
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 1   participate in the public comment period, whether it's

 2   through a hearing, online, in person.  Or if you're not

 3   comfortable doing either, you can also do so at your

 4   own leisure by submitting comments now through

 5   August 29th.  You have plenty of time.  If information

 6   that was shared tonight -- you need to go and review

 7   more information on the online tool that Edgar just

 8   shared, please do so and submit your comments.  You can

 9   do so either in writing.  You can mail them to Jenny

10   Cristales-Cevallos, the project manager who presented

11   earlier today, who's at Metro at One Gateway Plaza,

12   MS 99-22-7 Los Angeles, California 90012.  You can also

13   do so using the tool that Edgar was discussing right

14   now, the online comment form, by going to

15   Metro.net/eastsidecomments.  Once again, that's

16   Metro.net/eastsidecomments.  Just submit your comments

17   online.  And that tool is available through

18   August 29th.  If you're not comfortable typing in all

19   your comments, you just want to verbally speak it like

20   you did tonight at the hearing or you didn't

21   participate in the hearing, but you want to do so in

22   private by telephone, you can also call our help line

23   at 213.922.3012.  Once again, that's area code

24   213.922.3012.  Now, there is one more public hearing

25   that we'll be having next week on Wednesday,
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 1   August 17th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in Whittier at the

 2   Whittier Community Center Gymnasium.  So, again, that

 3   will be our last in-person meeting that we will be

 4   having.  Again, this will be -- we'll begin with an

 5   open house at the beginning.  So you can go to staff at

 6   any of the stations we have, ask questions and you'll

 7   get your answers there.  And then following that, we

 8   will start with the presentation, just like we did

 9   tonight.  And we will have our public hearing in person

10   at that gymnasium all starting at 6:00 p.m.  So with

11   that, you can also join us that way or you can still

12   submit your comments now.  If your comments are

13   submitted in person, online or via phone, it's all

14   weighed the same.  It's all considered and part of the

15   public document that we are working on.  So one more

16   time, the online interactive tool that Edgar just

17   shared is at Metro.net/eastside2022.

18            So it is now 8:00 p.m.  There are no more

19   additional questions through the hearing that Edgar was

20   participating in as our hearing officer.  So with that,

21   Thursday, August 11th, at 8:00 p.m., I want to thank

22   you all for joining us, and we are officially closing

23   the hearing and this meeting.  Thank you for joining us

24   tonight and I hope you have a good night.  Good night,

25   everyone.
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 1            I, Jaclyn D. Kinsbursky, C.S.R. No. 13858 in

 2            and for the State of California do hereby

 3   certify:

 4            That the foregoing proceedings were taken down

 5   by me in shorthand at the time and place stated herein

 6   and represent a true and accurate transcript of said

 7   proceedings;

 8            I further certify that I am not interested in

 9   the event of the action.

10            Witness my hand this 26th day of August,

11   2022.
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22            _____________________________________

23            JACLYN D. KINSBURSKY, C.S.R. No. 13858
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		94						LN		4		15		false		           15   asking you to select English instead of leaving it				false

		95						LN		4		16		false		           16   where it is is if we get any comments in Spanish, you				false

		96						LN		4		17		false		           17   will be able to hear the translation directly as the				false

		97						LN		4		18		false		           18   interpreter will be interpreting the Spanish to English				false

		98						LN		4		19		false		           19   live as we go.  So I'm going to make a quick				false

		99						LN		4		20		false		           20   announcement in Spanish, then we'll continue.				false

		100						LN		4		21		false		           21            (Speaking Spanish.)				false

		101						LN		4		22		false		           22            TITO CORONA:  Hi and welcome.  Thank you for				false

		102						LN		4		23		false		           23   joining us again.  For those of you that are online				false

		103						LN		4		24		false		           24   watching this, we do have an open house in the city of				false

		104						LN		4		25		false		           25   Pico Rivera.  We are sharing the information online as				false

		105						PG		5		0		false		page 5				false

		106						LN		5		1		false		            1   well.  We will begin at around 6:10 with the video.  So				false

		107						LN		5		2		false		            2   what we're doing right now is rotating a couple of				false

		108						LN		5		3		false		            3   slides for the purposes of allowing you to provide				false

		109						LN		5		4		false		            4   comments, if you would like to do so now, or also				false

		110						LN		5		5		false		            5   access our online interactive tool, which has the				false

		111						LN		5		6		false		            6   information that we are presenting at all the open				false

		112						LN		5		7		false		            7   houses, and it'll allow you to see what is being				false

		113						LN		5		8		false		            8   provided.  For those of you that are at the city of				false

		114						LN		5		9		false		            9   Pico Rivera, Council Chambers, thank you for joining				false

		115						LN		5		10		false		           10   us.  Again, this is your opportunity for the next five				false

		116						LN		5		11		false		           11   minutes or the next four minutes to walk around and				false

		117						LN		5		12		false		           12   talk with staff.  Once we start the hearing, when we				false

		118						LN		5		13		false		           13   take comments, again, these comments will be responded				false

		119						LN		5		14		false		           14   to in the following environmental document.  We will				false

		120						LN		5		15		false		           15   not be responding to comments in person today.  All we				false

		121						LN		5		16		false		           16   are doing is taking official comments, which will be,				false

		122						LN		5		17		false		           17   again, considered into the final environmental				false

		123						LN		5		18		false		           18   document.  So this is your opportunity.  If you are in				false

		124						LN		5		19		false		           19   the city of Pico Rivera and you want to talk to staff,				false

		125						LN		5		20		false		           20   go ahead and do so right now, and they should be able				false

		126						LN		5		21		false		           21   to speak with you.  So, again, thank you for joining				false

		127						LN		5		22		false		           22   us.  I see a few people sitting in the Council				false

		128						LN		5		23		false		           23   Chambers.  Thanks for joining us.  For those of you				false

		129						LN		5		24		false		           24   that are online, thank you again.  This is your				false

		130						LN		5		25		false		           25   opportunity to go online and either provide comments or				false

		131						PG		6		0		false		page 6				false

		132						LN		6		1		false		            1   check out the interactive tool.  And I will be on in				false

		133						LN		6		2		false		            2   another couple of minutes, and we'll start with then				false

		134						LN		6		3		false		            3   video and going with the presentations.  Thanks again.				false

		135						LN		6		4		false		            4            (Recess taken.)				false

		136						LN		6		5		false		            5            TITO CORONA:  All right.  It is 6:10.  And we				false

		137						LN		6		6		false		            6   are here to start this presentation.  Again, thank you				false

		138						LN		6		7		false		            7   everybody for joining us.  Today is Thursday,				false

		139						LN		6		8		false		            8   August 11th, at 6:10 p.m.  And for those of you that				false

		140						LN		6		9		false		            9   are in the city of Pico Rivera, if you are speaking to				false

		141						LN		6		10		false		           10   staff, this is your opportunity to take your seats.  We				false

		142						LN		6		11		false		           11   will get started.  Once again, my name is Tito Corona,				false

		143						LN		6		12		false		           12   Metro Media relations manager for the East Side,				false

		144						LN		6		13		false		           13   Phase 2 transit corridor project, also the gold line				false

		145						LN		6		14		false		           14   extension pretty much what it is.  And this is an				false

		146						LN		6		15		false		           15   opportunity to provide official comment on the draft				false

		147						LN		6		16		false		           16   environmental impact report.  That's what we're here				false

		148						LN		6		17		false		           17   for today.  We're doing this online and in person.  If				false

		149						LN		6		18		false		           18   you are in the city of Pico Rivera Council Chambers,				false

		150						LN		6		19		false		           19   this will be a chance for you to also provide comment				false

		151						LN		6		20		false		           20   should you elect to speak when the opportunity arises				false

		152						LN		6		21		false		           21   once we start the hearing.  Before we get started, I				false

		153						LN		6		22		false		           22   did make an announcement at the beginning.  But as				false

		154						LN		6		23		false		           23   always, you know, some people -- you know, this				false

		155						LN		6		24		false		           24   includes myself.  We don't always join on time.  So the				false

		156						LN		6		25		false		           25   announcement that I made in the beginning, I'll have to				false

		157						PG		7		0		false		page 7				false

		158						LN		7		1		false		            1   make again so everybody who's listening right now can				false

		159						LN		7		2		false		            2   listen in and participate in the same manner.  So for				false

		160						LN		7		3		false		            3   those of you who are listening in English, I'm going to				false

		161						LN		7		4		false		            4   prefer to hear it in English.  There is a button at the				false

		162						LN		7		5		false		            5   bottom of the screen.  I'm asking you to please				false

		163						LN		7		6		false		            6   select -- press what's called the interpretation button				false

		164						LN		7		7		false		            7   at the bottom of your screen, it looks like a little				false

		165						LN		7		8		false		            8   globe, and select English audio.  You are hearing me				false

		166						LN		7		9		false		            9   right now in English, but should we have a Spanish				false

		167						LN		7		10		false		           10   speaker in the English channel will be where you will				false

		168						LN		7		11		false		           11   hear the interpretation from Spanish to English.  So if				false

		169						LN		7		12		false		           12   you do not switch over to English, all you will hear is				false

		170						LN		7		13		false		           13   the Spanish speaker and not the translation.  So we				false

		171						LN		7		14		false		           14   would ask you to please do so right now by selecting				false

		172						LN		7		15		false		           15   the English language feature on the interpretation				false

		173						LN		7		16		false		           16   tool.  I'll make that announcement now in Spanish.				false

		174						LN		7		17		false		           17            (Speaking Spanish.)				false

		175						LN		7		18		false		           18            TITO CORONA:  Again, thank you for joining us.				false

		176						LN		7		19		false		           19   We are going to start a video right now.  And once we				false

		177						LN		7		20		false		           20   complete the video, we'll be back.				false

		178						LN		7		21		false		           21            (Video played.)				false

		179						LN		7		22		false		           22            TITO CORONA:  All right.  Thanks for joining				false

		180						LN		7		23		false		           23   us.  And as we switch to the presentation once again,				false

		181						LN		7		24		false		           24   this is the environmental impact report -- draft				false

		182						LN		7		25		false		           25   environmental impact report hearing today to discuss --				false

		183						PG		8		0		false		page 8				false

		184						LN		8		1		false		            1   to present and also discuss the draft findings, and				false

		185						LN		8		2		false		            2   then we will take official comments when we start the				false

		186						LN		8		3		false		            3   hearing later today.  But before we do so, I do want to				false

		187						LN		8		4		false		            4   acknowledge that someone in the audience would like				false

		188						LN		8		5		false		            5   to -- please invite them over to provide comments and				false

		189						LN		8		6		false		            6   welcoming as well.  And that is our Metro Board				false

		190						LN		8		7		false		            7   director and also counsel member for the City of				false

		191						LN		8		8		false		            8   Whittier, Mr. Fernando Dutra.				false

		192						LN		8		9		false		            9            MR. DUTRA:  Hi.  Can you guys hear me okay?				false

		193						LN		8		10		false		           10            TITO CORONA:  Yes.  Loud and clear.				false

		194						LN		8		11		false		           11            MR. DUTRA:  That's great.  Thank you.  So just				false

		195						LN		8		12		false		           12   so it happens that I'm on the road on the freeway.  I'm				false

		196						LN		8		13		false		           13   on my way from LA to Whittier, and I'm stuck in				false

		197						LN		8		14		false		           14   traffic, and it looks like it's going to be about an				false

		198						LN		8		15		false		           15   hour and ten minutes to get home.  So I can't tell you				false

		199						LN		8		16		false		           16   how motivated I am to obviously make our trips from Los				false

		200						LN		8		17		false		           17   Angeles and back to Whittier quicker.  And I think the				false

		201						LN		8		18		false		           18   Metro -- I know our east sideline will do so.  So I				false

		202						LN		8		19		false		           19   want to thank everybody for showing up tonight, being				false

		203						LN		8		20		false		           20   there.  You know, personally, I've been working on this				false

		204						LN		8		21		false		           21   for the last, gosh, over 12 years or so.  And I know				false

		205						LN		8		22		false		           22   that a lot of you have concerns.  I share some of your				false

		206						LN		8		23		false		           23   concerns relative to security, to business disruption				false

		207						LN		8		24		false		           24   and traffic.  But I can tell you that because we have				false

		208						LN		8		25		false		           25   several projects in Los Angeles that Metro has				false

		209						PG		9		0		false		page 9				false

		210						LN		9		1		false		            1   developed similar to our project, there are lessons				false

		211						LN		9		2		false		            2   learned that our project can take advantage of.  And				false

		212						LN		9		3		false		            3   because we're very aware of the concerns relative to				false

		213						LN		9		4		false		            4   security and traffic and business disruption, we have				false

		214						LN		9		5		false		            5   an opportunity to mitigate those concerns.  And that's				false

		215						LN		9		6		false		            6   what my job will be, along with Metro's, is to take				false

		216						LN		9		7		false		            7   those concerns into consideration and figure out ways				false

		217						LN		9		8		false		            8   of mitigating them.  And so I'm very, very excite about				false

		218						LN		9		9		false		            9   this opportunity that's going to provide an economic				false

		219						LN		9		10		false		           10   boost to the entire region, you know, not just an				false

		220						LN		9		11		false		           11   economic boost, but social boost as well, you know, by				false

		221						LN		9		12		false		           12   providing housing, what they call transient-oriented				false

		222						LN		9		13		false		           13   development projects along the way, and also clustering				false

		223						LN		9		14		false		           14   work opportunities as well, creating jobs.  And so I'm				false

		224						LN		9		15		false		           15   very excited about it.  I can tell you that you have --				false

		225						LN		9		16		false		           16   from Metro, you have an incredible team representing				false

		226						LN		9		17		false		           17   this alignment.  And I'm very confident that they'll be				false

		227						LN		9		18		false		           18   able to answer the questions once we have an				false

		228						LN		9		19		false		           19   opportunity to do so.  And I look forward to your				false

		229						LN		9		20		false		           20   participation.  So thank you very much.				false

		230						LN		9		21		false		           21            TITO CORONA:  Thank you again, Director Dutra.				false

		231						LN		9		22		false		           22   And thanks again for joining us tonight.  I hopefully,				false

		232						LN		9		23		false		           23   the traffic situation does get better for you.				false

		233						LN		9		24		false		           24            But, again, that's why we're here tonight, is				false

		234						LN		9		25		false		           25   to discuss the connections between -- from Whittier all				false

		235						PG		10		0		false		page 10				false

		236						LN		10		1		false		            1   the way to Downtown LA and connecting onto the existing				false

		237						LN		10		2		false		            2   terminus of the gold line and East LA and taking it all				false

		238						LN		10		3		false		            3   the way to Whittier.				false

		239						LN		10		4		false		            4            So tonight, we are here to talk about the				false

		240						LN		10		5		false		            5   draft environmental impact report, once again, share				false

		241						LN		10		6		false		            6   what the latest findings are and prepare that				false

		242						LN		10		7		false		            7   information for you.  And then once that is concluded,				false

		243						LN		10		8		false		            8   again, we will start the hearing, which will be an				false

		244						LN		10		9		false		            9   opportunity to take your comments.  Again, we will				false

		245						LN		10		10		false		           10   receive your comments.  Unfortunately, because of the				false

		246						LN		10		11		false		           11   way the hearing works, comments will be responded to in				false

		247						LN		10		12		false		           12   the following environmental impact report document,				false

		248						LN		10		13		false		           13   which will be the final.  Comments are not responded to				false

		249						LN		10		14		false		           14   immediately because, again, they have to be considered				false

		250						LN		10		15		false		           15   into the document and responded to formally.  So that's				false

		251						LN		10		16		false		           16   how it's going to work tonight.  So we'll provide more				false

		252						LN		10		17		false		           17   information on that as we approach the hearing.				false

		253						LN		10		18		false		           18            But, again, I did want to thank you for				false

		254						LN		10		19		false		           19   joining us tonight.  We do have quite a bit of				false

		255						LN		10		20		false		           20   information to share with you.  I do want to let you				false

		256						LN		10		21		false		           21   know that, again, this meeting is being recorded for				false

		257						LN		10		22		false		           22   the purposes of capturing all the information				false

		258						LN		10		23		false		           23   appropriately as your comments are also being				false

		259						LN		10		24		false		           24   transcribed by a live court reporter.  But, again, we				false

		260						LN		10		25		false		           25   are using the recording as a backup for this as well.				false

		261						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		262						LN		11		1		false		            1            We want to also introduce the fact that we				false

		263						LN		11		2		false		            2   have the project team that we presented tonight.				false

		264						LN		11		3		false		            3   You'll get an overview from our project manager, Jenny				false

		265						LN		11		4		false		            4   Cristales-Cevallos.  And then once Jenny has concluded				false

		266						LN		11		5		false		            5   her portion, she'll be followed by our technical				false

		267						LN		11		6		false		            6   consultant, which is Jaime Ortiz, who will be providing				false

		268						LN		11		7		false		            7   some information on that.  And then I will come back				false

		269						LN		11		8		false		            8   and then provide additional information on how to				false

		270						LN		11		9		false		            9   provide comments and types of comments that would be				false

		271						LN		11		10		false		           10   appreciated.  And then I'll introduce Edgar Gutierrez,				false

		272						LN		11		11		false		           11   who will be our hearing officer, and he will begin the				false

		273						LN		11		12		false		           12   hearing to take your formal comments.  Again, the way				false

		274						LN		11		13		false		           13   we are working tonight, once that starts, we will ask				false

		275						LN		11		14		false		           14   you to raise your hand and you will be called on in the				false

		276						LN		11		15		false		           15   order that you're in.				false

		277						LN		11		16		false		           16            We also are taking comments in person at the				false

		278						LN		11		17		false		           17   city of Pico Rivera Council Chambers where I see a few				false

		279						LN		11		18		false		           18   people that are sitting in the audience.  Thank you for				false

		280						LN		11		19		false		           19   joining us.  If you would like to speak, you will make				false

		281						LN		11		20		false		           20   arrangements with the folks that are supporting us at				false

		282						LN		11		21		false		           21   the location.  And if you look to your left, there is a				false

		283						LN		11		22		false		           22   camera that is looking at you.  You'll just come and				false

		284						LN		11		23		false		           23   stand to the camera that is facing you, and you will				false

		285						LN		11		24		false		           24   provide your comments there once your name is called.				false

		286						LN		11		25		false		           25   So just letting you know again, to your the far left is				false

		287						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		288						LN		12		1		false		            1   where we see you right now, and that's where you will				false

		289						LN		12		2		false		            2   go and provide your comments.  And we will have staff				false

		290						LN		12		3		false		            3   there as well to instruct you on what's going on.				false

		291						LN		12		4		false		            4            So let's go over the agenda for tonight.  I				false

		292						LN		12		5		false		            5   think I just provided most of what we're going to be				false

		293						LN		12		6		false		            6   doing.  The presentation, the project overview by				false

		294						LN		12		7		false		            7   Jenny.  Draft EIR highlights by Jaime.  How to make				false

		295						LN		12		8		false		            8   comments, and the next steps will be where I come in,				false

		296						LN		12		9		false		            9   and then we'll do the formal comments until 8:00.  And				false

		297						LN		12		10		false		           10   if we finish earlier, we'll provide additional				false

		298						LN		12		11		false		           11   information as far as just going over a couple of items				false

		299						LN		12		12		false		           12   that we have available for you as tools to do this.				false

		300						LN		12		13		false		           13            Once again, this is being live streamed at the				false

		301						LN		12		14		false		           14   Pico Rivera Council Chambers.  And we ask everybody,				false

		302						LN		12		15		false		           15   once we get closer to the comments, please practice				false

		303						LN		12		16		false		           16   respect to all your colleagues and fellow community				false

		304						LN		12		17		false		           17   members who are there.  Respect everyone's comments.				false

		305						LN		12		18		false		           18   Everyone has an opportunity to say what they're feeling				false

		306						LN		12		19		false		           19   and saying and they should feel comfortable and				false

		307						LN		12		20		false		           20   confident in what they're saying.				false

		308						LN		12		21		false		           21            So with that, I think -- I don't see any				false

		309						LN		12		22		false		           22   additional folks in the audience to introduce.  So I				false

		310						LN		12		23		false		           23   will come back later on.  What I will do now is go on				false

		311						LN		12		24		false		           24   to the next slide and introduce our project manager,				false

		312						LN		12		25		false		           25   Jenny Cristales-Cevallos, who will take you on from				false

		313						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		314						LN		13		1		false		            1   this point on.				false

		315						LN		13		2		false		            2            Jenny.				false

		316						LN		13		3		false		            3            JENNY CRISTALES-CEVALLOS:  Hi.  Good evening,				false

		317						LN		13		4		false		            4   everyone.  And thank you once again for participating				false

		318						LN		13		5		false		            5   either online or at the city of Pico Rivera Council				false

		319						LN		13		6		false		            6   Chambers.  Again, this is a critical milestone, and				false

		320						LN		13		7		false		            7   we're looking forward to your comments and listening to				false

		321						LN		13		8		false		            8   your comments to then respond to those in the final				false

		322						LN		13		9		false		            9   environmental document.				false

		323						LN		13		10		false		           10            I'm going to provide a quick project overview				false

		324						LN		13		11		false		           11   and as well as how to navigate the environmental				false

		325						LN		13		12		false		           12   document -- the draft EIR that is available online and				false

		326						LN		13		13		false		           13   also at our public libraries.  And from there, as Tito				false

		327						LN		13		14		false		           14   mentioned, I will be handing it over to Jaime Guzman				false

		328						LN		13		15		false		           15   who's our consultant and will talk about some of those				false

		329						LN		13		16		false		           16   topics that we heard during the last round of community				false

		330						LN		13		17		false		           17   meetings.				false

		331						LN		13		18		false		           18            So as we mentioned in the past, East Side				false

		332						LN		13		19		false		           19   Phase 2 is a Measure M project.  And essentially what				false
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		1072						LN		42		5		false		            5   ridership segment in the system with two stations that				false

		1073						LN		42		6		false		            6   barely serve a few hundred boardings each day.  This is				false

		1074						LN		42		7		false		            7   not the right solution for transportation in this area,				false

		1075						LN		42		8		false		            8   and Metro definitely owes it to the public to review				false

		1076						LN		42		9		false		            9   how low the project benefits are compared to this				false

		1077						LN		42		10		false		           10   incredibly high cost.  Ultimately, a $5 billion subway				false

		1078						LN		42		11		false		           11   makes no sense, and we deserve a lot more transit				false

		1079						LN		42		12		false		           12   service.  Thank you.				false

		1080						LN		42		13		false		           13            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Linda.  It looks				false

		1081						LN		42		14		false		           14   like Mike has lowered his hand, so I'm going to call on				false

		1082						LN		42		15		false		           15   DK to go up next and followed by Arturo Hay.				false

		1083						LN		42		16		false		           16            So, DK, please go ahead when prompted.				false

		1084						LN		42		17		false		           17            DK:  From the Whittier Daily News, recent				false

		1085						LN		42		18		false		           18   article, even the line going to Whittier with the				false

		1086						LN		42		19		false		           19   Montebello site instead of Commerce has problems				false

		1087						LN		42		20		false		           20   according to the report.  It has many mitigation				false

		1088						LN		42		21		false		           21   measures to address, noise and vibration impacts				false

		1089						LN		42		22		false		           22   applied to $0.70 of the receivers compared to $0.29 of				false

		1090						LN		42		23		false		           23   receivers, construction impacts associated with				false

		1091						LN		42		24		false		           24   rerouting transit, traffic, bicycle and pedestrian				false

		1092						LN		42		25		false		           25   facilities.  Given the greater number of mitigation				false

		1093						PG		43		0		false		page 43				false

		1094						LN		43		1		false		            1   measures, the route to Whittier option would not be				false

		1095						LN		43		2		false		            2   considered the environmentally superior alternative,				false

		1096						LN		43		3		false		            3   the report said.  On that, I will say this can -- we				false

		1097						LN		43		4		false		            4   can attempt to stop this by valid measure if this goes				false

		1098						LN		43		5		false		            5   forward in Whittier, which is what we will do if it				false

		1099						LN		43		6		false		            6   does.  Number three, homelessness and crime would				false

		1100						LN		43		7		false		            7   decrease dramatically.  5,700 homeless ride the Metro				false

		1101						LN		43		8		false		            8   today according to Sheriff Villanueva.  The 2035 gas				false

		1102						LN		43		9		false		            9   vehicle ban, which you can Google, is the gas vehicle				false

		1103						LN		43		10		false		           10   ban planned by Newsome, would be disastrous.  It's				false

		1104						LN		43		11		false		           11   interesting that the end service date for the gold line				false

		1105						LN		43		12		false		           12   to Whittier or whatever alternative you choose is 2035.				false

		1106						LN		43		13		false		           13   I believe that this plan is to create riders by this				false

		1107						LN		43		14		false		           14   ban, not that anyone would be riding this gold line.				false

		1108						LN		43		15		false		           15   Nobody is going to be riding it.  The Atlantic project				false

		1109						LN		43		16		false		           16   proves that.  This would destroy Whittier's quality of				false

		1110						LN		43		17		false		           17   life.				false

		1111						LN		43		18		false		           18            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, DK.  Your time is				false

		1112						LN		43		19		false		           19   up.  I appreciate your comment.  I will now transition				false

		1113						LN		43		20		false		           20   over to Arturo Hay.				false

		1114						LN		43		21		false		           21            But before you go, Arturo, I just want to				false

		1115						LN		43		22		false		           22   start prompting the audience in person so that they can				false

		1116						LN		43		23		false		           23   start getting ready.				false

		1117						LN		43		24		false		           24            I have the first three listed speakers that				false

		1118						LN		43		25		false		           25   have submitted a speaker card, are Edmond Velos,				false

		1119						PG		44		0		false		page 44				false

		1120						LN		44		1		false		            1   followed by Jorge Martinez.  And then I have a third				false

		1121						LN		44		2		false		            2   card that's also listed as George Martinez.  If that's				false

		1122						LN		44		3		false		            3   a different person, then please plan on lining up for				false

		1123						LN		44		4		false		            4   that.				false

		1124						LN		44		5		false		            5            But, Arturo Hay, if you could unmute yourself				false

		1125						LN		44		6		false		            6   and start your comment.  Just a reminder to state your				false

		1126						LN		44		7		false		            7   name, first and last, into the record and ZIP code if				false

		1127						LN		44		8		false		            8   possible.  Arturo, go ahead.				false

		1128						LN		44		9		false		            9            ARTURO HAY:  Yes.  Can you hear me?				false

		1129						LN		44		10		false		           10            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.				false

		1130						LN		44		11		false		           11            ARTURO HAY:  Okay.  Great.  First of all,				false

		1131						LN		44		12		false		           12   thank you.  I appreciate this investment in the East				false

		1132						LN		44		13		false		           13   Side.  I want to make it quick, but I wanted to note				false

		1133						LN		44		14		false		           14   that I've looked through the documentation in the				false

		1134						LN		44		15		false		           15   previous EIRs and I have not found any information				false

		1135						LN		44		16		false		           16   regarding an alternative to build this line along the				false

		1136						LN		44		17		false		           17   Union Pacific right-of-way where the Montebello				false

		1137						LN		44		18		false		           18   Metrolink currently is servicing.  There's about 50 to				false

		1138						LN		44		19		false		           19   60 extra feet of right-of-way along the side of the				false

		1139						LN		44		20		false		           20   rails that could easily fit a station.  You could still				false

		1140						LN		44		21		false		           21   have a Citadel station that would be adjacent to the				false

		1141						LN		44		22		false		           22   Citadel, and you wouldn't require a subway or having to				false

		1142						LN		44		23		false		           23   interrupt traffic and community members on Washington				false

		1143						LN		44		24		false		           24   Boulevard.  This alignment will go closer to population				false

		1144						LN		44		25		false		           25   centers and Commerce, East LA along Garfield Avenue,				false

		1145						PG		45		0		false		page 45				false

		1146						LN		45		1		false		            1   closer to Downtown Montebello and closer to the				false

		1147						LN		45		2		false		            2   Whittier Boulevard alignment and Pico Rivera.  And it				false

		1148						LN		45		3		false		            3   would save a lot of money, which, you know, this seems				false

		1149						LN		45		4		false		            4   like a lot of an investment specifically to put the				false

		1150						LN		45		5		false		            5   subway portion of the rail in an empty area where the				false

		1151						LN		45		6		false		            6   Citadel has parking lots and there's warehouses.  It				false

		1152						LN		45		7		false		            7   will also be adjacent to many potential properties that				false

		1153						LN		45		8		false		            8   could be used for maintenance facility without having a				false

		1154						LN		45		9		false		            9   lot of the issues the current facility locations will				false

		1155						LN		45		10		false		           10   be located.  So, again, I'd just like to advocate to				false

		1156						LN		45		11		false		           11   put the rail line along the Union Pacific tracks that				false

		1157						LN		45		12		false		           12   are south of the Ferguson Avenue and north of				false

		1158						LN		45		13		false		           13   Washington Boulevard.  Thank you.				false

		1159						LN		45		14		false		           14            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Arturo.				false

		1160						LN		45		15		false		           15            So as noted, we're going to our on-site				false

		1161						LN		45		16		false		           16   audience in Pico Rivera.  So our first speaker is				false

		1162						LN		45		17		false		           17   lining up.  So we'll have Edmond Veloz, followed by				false

		1163						LN		45		18		false		           18   Jorge Martinez.  I was informed that the other Jorge				false

		1164						LN		45		19		false		           19   Martinez has left.  So followed by Jorge Martinez will				false

		1165						LN		45		20		false		           20   be Marina Martinez.				false

		1166						LN		45		21		false		           21            So, Edmond, please go ahead when you're ready.				false

		1167						LN		45		22		false		           22   And start off by stating your name into the record and				false

		1168						LN		45		23		false		           23   ZIP code if possible.				false

		1169						LN		45		24		false		           24            EDMOND VELOZ:  Can you hear me?				false

		1170						LN		45		25		false		           25            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.				false

		1171						PG		46		0		false		page 46				false

		1172						LN		46		1		false		            1            EDMOND VELOZ:  I'm Edmond Veloz, V-E-L-O-Z.				false

		1173						LN		46		2		false		            2            Tonight, we're talking about public				false

		1174						LN		46		3		false		            3   transportation, the word "public."  Now, in front of me				false

		1175						LN		46		4		false		            4   here, I have a page from a 2019 public meeting that				false

		1176						LN		46		5		false		            5   took place in Whittier, and these are the very words of				false

		1177						LN		46		6		false		            6   a Cevallos, the project manager, and she was told to				false

		1178						LN		46		7		false		            7   say this according by the EMTA.  And these are from				false

		1179						LN		46		8		false		            8   their transcripts.  It says, "So all these elements				false

		1180						LN		46		9		false		            9   need to go through the public review process and the				false

		1181						LN		46		10		false		           10   environmental process down to when we identify the				false

		1182						LN		46		11		false		           11   locally preferred alternative."  So this is currently				false

		1183						LN		46		12		false		           12   the purpose and need of the project.  Again, we're				false

		1184						LN		46		13		false		           13   soliciting input to ensure that that this purpose and				false

		1185						LN		46		14		false		           14   need meets the community's needs and concerns.  I have				false

		1186						LN		46		15		false		           15   here 1,550 signatures for the locally preferred				false

		1187						LN		46		16		false		           16   alternative, which is the environmentally superb				false

		1188						LN		46		17		false		           17   alternative and it is for the TSM alternative,				false

		1189						LN		46		18		false		           18   transportation system management alternative.  The				false

		1190						LN		46		19		false		           19   Metro has no kind of support anything close to this,				false

		1191						LN		46		20		false		           20   and we're advocating the use of electric buses instead				false

		1192						LN		46		21		false		           21   of the light rail.  It'll cost 1/100th of the cost and				false

		1193						LN		46		22		false		           22   it'll be much more efficient, a much better project and				false

		1194						LN		46		23		false		           23   something that the public will definitely use.				false

		1195						LN		46		24		false		           24            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comments,				false

		1196						LN		46		25		false		           25   Edmond.  We appreciate them.  As noted, please use the				false

		1197						PG		47		0		false		page 47				false

		1198						LN		47		1		false		            1   other commenting portals to submit additional comments				false

		1199						LN		47		2		false		            2   or anything to the record.				false

		1200						LN		47		3		false		            3            I'd now like to follow up with the next				false

		1201						LN		47		4		false		            4   speaker on site, Jorge Martinez, who will be followed				false

		1202						LN		47		5		false		            5   by Marina Martinez.  And then I will be calling on the				false

		1203						LN		47		6		false		            6   names for online audience.				false

		1204						LN		47		7		false		            7            So please go ahead, Jorge.				false

		1205						LN		47		8		false		            8            JORGE MARTINEZ:  Hello.  My name is Jorge				false

		1206						LN		47		9		false		            9   Martinez.  I looked online and I found a figure for				false

		1207						LN		47		10		false		           10   this project, the gold line, 6.5 billion.  What a waste				false

		1208						LN		47		11		false		           11   of money.  For less than $50,000 -- I mean,				false

		1209						LN		47		12		false		           12   $50 million, we can have electric buses that run on the				false

		1210						LN		47		13		false		           13   boulevard every 15 minutes and have the fare				false

		1211						LN		47		14		false		           14   subsidized, too.  And then why are they forcing trains				false

		1212						LN		47		15		false		           15   on us when according to Metro data in February 2020,				false

		1213						LN		47		16		false		           16   the agency reported an estimated average of almost				false

		1214						LN		47		17		false		           17   1.2 systemwide riders each weekday.  Guess what?  The				false

		1215						LN		47		18		false		           18   buses take over the population.  They're the preferred				false

		1216						LN		47		19		false		           19   alternative.  871,000 took the bus.  321,000 were on				false

		1217						LN		47		20		false		           20   the rails.  And transit ridership is also a serious				false

		1218						LN		47		21		false		           21   decline.  And this is looking at Metro's old data and				false

		1219						LN		47		22		false		           22   others that are available online.  Better railroad				false

		1220						LN		47		23		false		           23   administration statistics for 2021 show that highway				false

		1221						LN		47		24		false		           24   rail crossings are more deadly in collisions in				false

		1222						LN		47		25		false		           25   California between cars and trains.  California ranks				false

		1223						PG		48		0		false		page 48				false

		1224						LN		48		1		false		            1   number two in collisions in the United States, and we				false

		1225						LN		48		2		false		            2   will have at least four of them -- Greenwood Avenue,				false

		1226						LN		48		3		false		            3   Rosemead Boulevard, Norwalk Boulevard and Lambert Road.				false

		1227						LN		48		4		false		            4   These are at-grade.  Everybody is on the same level --				false

		1228						LN		48		5		false		            5   pedestrians, cars, trucks, trains.  They're dangerous.				false

		1229						LN		48		6		false		            6   Thank you.				false

		1230						LN		48		7		false		            7            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Okay.  Thank you, Jorge.				false

		1231						LN		48		8		false		            8            Next is Marina Martinez.  Please start by				false

		1232						LN		48		9		false		            9   stating your name into the record.				false

		1233						LN		48		10		false		           10            MARINA MARTINEZ:  My name is Marina Martinez				false

		1234						LN		48		11		false		           11   and I'm a resident of Pico Rivera.  And I'm opposed to				false

		1235						LN		48		12		false		           12   the gold line, specifically the alternative coming down				false

		1236						LN		48		13		false		           13   Washington and Lambert.  This is a $3 billion train to				false

		1237						LN		48		14		false		           14   nowhere.  I don't know of anybody who would want to				false

		1238						LN		48		15		false		           15   take the train down to its terminus, which is the				false

		1239						LN		48		16		false		           16   hospital.  And, you know, as far as the shops around				false

		1240						LN		48		17		false		           17   that route, you know, it's not going to attract				false

		1241						LN		48		18		false		           18   ridership that Metro is looking for.  And that's been				false

		1242						LN		48		19		false		           19   the problem with the gold line through -- especially				false

		1243						LN		48		20		false		           20   coming in through -- which I've seen coming in through				false

		1244						LN		48		21		false		           21   the East Los Angeles area, coming down 3rd.  I rarely				false

		1245						LN		48		22		false		           22   see any car full.  I see at the most 3 or 6 or 12				false

		1246						LN		48		23		false		           23   people, not even that.  So it's a $3 billion debacle.				false

		1247						LN		48		24		false		           24   It's a cash cow for I'm sure some people will benefit				false

		1248						LN		48		25		false		           25   financially from it, but certainly not the residents or				false

		1249						PG		49		0		false		page 49				false

		1250						LN		49		1		false		            1   the people living along that route, which I do.  I live				false

		1251						LN		49		2		false		            2   about four or five blocks from Washington Boulevard and				false

		1252						LN		49		3		false		            3   Rosemead.  So I know I'm going to be impacted with				false

		1253						LN		49		4		false		            4   noise, with pollution for seven years at least, and I'm				false

		1254						LN		49		5		false		            5   not looking forward to that.  And I know they said, oh,				false

		1255						LN		49		6		false		            6   we're going to coordinate with the local law				false

		1256						LN		49		7		false		            7   enforcement and, you know, traffic and all that.				false

		1257						LN		49		8		false		            8   That's a lot of pie in the sky.  That's a lot of pie in				false

		1258						LN		49		9		false		            9   the sky.  I'm sorry.				false

		1259						LN		49		10		false		           10            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Marina.				false

		1260						LN		49		11		false		           11            So I mentioned, I'm going to transition to our				false

		1261						LN		49		12		false		           12   online audience.  We'll go through a few of those				false

		1262						LN		49		13		false		           13   raised hands, and we'll go back to the Pico Rivera site				false

		1263						LN		49		14		false		           14   to check in for additional speaker cards.  So online,				false

		1264						LN		49		15		false		           15   our Zoom audience, we have raised hands by Jiu Yoon.				false

		1265						LN		49		16		false		           16            Jiu Yoon, you will be first, followed by				false

		1266						LN		49		17		false		           17   Sergio and then FHN.  So, Jiu Yoon, please go ahead and				false

		1267						LN		49		18		false		           18   unmute yourself when prompted and start of by stating				false

		1268						LN		49		19		false		           19   your name into the record.				false

		1269						LN		49		20		false		           20            JIU YOON:  Yeah.  Hi.  Can you guys hear me?				false

		1270						LN		49		21		false		           21            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.  Please go ahead.				false

		1271						LN		49		22		false		           22   Perfect.				false

		1272						LN		49		23		false		           23            JIU YOON:  My name is Jiu Yoon, ZIP code				false

		1273						LN		49		24		false		           24   90640.  I work at a -- on a business off of Washington				false

		1274						LN		49		25		false		           25   and Greenwood.  And like many of the residents and				false

		1275						PG		50		0		false		page 50				false

		1276						LN		50		1		false		            1   people who work there have already stated, we are very				false

		1277						LN		50		2		false		            2   concerned about why the Metro is so adamant about				false

		1278						LN		50		3		false		            3   running this line across Washington when we have Old				false

		1279						LN		50		4		false		            4   Dominion right there.  We have recycling centers and				false

		1280						LN		50		5		false		            5   other construction sites going out with containers and				false

		1281						LN		50		6		false		            6   huge, big rigs going in and out.  And the Metro and MTA				false

		1282						LN		50		7		false		            7   are saying that they'll mitigate traffic as much as				false

		1283						LN		50		8		false		            8   possible when it's a nightmare already with three lanes				false

		1284						LN		50		9		false		            9   each way.  Like the previous resident already said, it				false

		1285						LN		50		10		false		           10   just seems like a huge pie in the sky.  It seems				false

		1286						LN		50		11		false		           11   completely unfeasible.  Hard to imagine how that's				false

		1287						LN		50		12		false		           12   done.  The Alternative 2 with the maintenance site off				false

		1288						LN		50		13		false		           13   of -- behind Vail and Washington next to that church				false

		1289						LN		50		14		false		           14   also seems completely unfeasible for the very same				false

		1290						LN		50		15		false		           15   reasons as we have the trash echo or whatever, like				false

		1291						LN		50		16		false		           16   literally right off of Vail going in and out every day				false

		1292						LN		50		17		false		           17   with several containers as well in the back.  It's				false

		1293						LN		50		18		false		           18   just -- it's really baffling and completely really tone				false

		1294						LN		50		19		false		           19   deaf with people who have never experienced what it's				false

		1295						LN		50		20		false		           20   like traveling on Washington.  Thank you.				false

		1296						LN		50		21		false		           21            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comment.				false

		1297						LN		50		22		false		           22            Next will go to Sergio.  Sergio will be				false

		1298						LN		50		23		false		           23   followed by FHN, and then we will go back to the Pico				false

		1299						LN		50		24		false		           24   Rivera site to check for additional speaker cards.				false

		1300						LN		50		25		false		           25            So, Sergio, unmute yourself and please start				false

		1301						PG		51		0		false		page 51				false

		1302						LN		51		1		false		            1   off by stating your name into the record.				false

		1303						LN		51		2		false		            2            SERGIO ARANGULA:  Hi, Edgar.  Can you hear me?				false

		1304						LN		51		3		false		            3            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.  Please go ahead.				false

		1305						LN		51		4		false		            4            SERGIO ARANGULA:  Perfect.  Okay.  My name is				false

		1306						LN		51		5		false		            5   Sergio Arangula, ZIP code is 90606.  And unlike many				false

		1307						LN		51		6		false		            6   who have been opposing this, I'm actually looking				false

		1308						LN		51		7		false		            7   forward to this.  I'm a young professional that lives				false

		1309						LN		51		8		false		            8   close by on Washington and Broadway.  And we're really				false

		1310						LN		51		9		false		            9   looking forward to seeing this in the ballot.  A lot of				false

		1311						LN		51		10		false		           10   my friends have been looking for the day for us to				false

		1312						LN		51		11		false		           11   support this.  But I'm going to stick to the topic here				false

		1313						LN		51		12		false		           12   and critique a little bit of the environmental aspect				false

		1314						LN		51		13		false		           13   of this.  I'm looking specifically on page 337 of the				false

		1315						LN		51		14		false		           14   environmental document where it states about the				false

		1316						LN		51		15		false		           15   transmission lines.  My concern is how much will we				false

		1317						LN		51		16		false		           16   have to mitigate those transmission lines as we get				false

		1318						LN		51		17		false		           17   closer to Whittier?  I know that when once you cross				false

		1319						LN		51		18		false		           18   over, I believe, San Gabriel River, you have two 20KB				false

		1320						LN		51		19		false		           19   and 500KB lines.  And if we do have to mitigate those				false

		1321						LN		51		20		false		           20   lines in regards to clearances to the OCS, how much				false

		1322						LN		51		21		false		           21   would we be on the hook for?  And would we have to				false

		1323						LN		51		22		false		           22   underground lines as well?  I guess -- and have we				false

		1324						LN		51		23		false		           23   compared those to other route options such as the				false

		1325						LN		51		24		false		           24   purple line or the blue line?  How much more				false

		1326						LN		51		25		false		           25   significant would that cost us if we were to keep it				false
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		1328						LN		52		1		false		            1   at-grade or aerial and then maybe move it down to				false

		1329						LN		52		2		false		            2   underground?  A couple of the comments.  But for the				false

		1330						LN		52		3		false		            3   most part, we're really looking forward to this.  There				false

		1331						LN		52		4		false		            4   will be a day where this will be on the ballot, and we				false

		1332						LN		52		5		false		            5   can't wait to vote on that.  Thank you.				false

		1333						LN		52		6		false		            6            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Sergio.				false

		1334						LN		52		7		false		            7            Up next, we have FHN who will be the last				false

		1335						LN		52		8		false		            8   speaker for our Zoom audience for now.  And I'll be				false

		1336						LN		52		9		false		            9   transitioning to the Pico Rivera site.  So meanwhile, I				false

		1337						LN		52		10		false		           10   would like to ask the Pico Rivera site -- we have two				false

		1338						LN		52		11		false		           11   speakers waiting -- for Jorge Martinez to be ready				false

		1339						LN		52		12		false		           12   after FHN.  And Jorge will be followed by Esther				false

		1340						LN		52		13		false		           13   Salise.  So now let's go to FHN.				false

		1341						LN		52		14		false		           14            You'll be prompted to unmute yourself.  And				false

		1342						LN		52		15		false		           15   once do you that, please start off by stating your name				false

		1343						LN		52		16		false		           16   into the record.				false

		1344						LN		52		17		false		           17            SD:  Hi.  I'm just going to give my initials,				false

		1345						LN		52		18		false		           18   SD.  And I live in Whittier.  I applaud the city of				false

		1346						LN		52		19		false		           19   Pico Rivera residents for coming out and opposing this				false

		1347						LN		52		20		false		           20   project.  This is definitely something that I think is				false

		1348						LN		52		21		false		           21   being perpetrated by politicians, such as Mr. Dutra who				false

		1349						LN		52		22		false		           22   sits on the board and is also a council member.  What				false

		1350						LN		52		23		false		           23   I'd like to know is are you going to have Mr. Dutra				false

		1351						LN		52		24		false		           24   recuse himself?  And also, how much subsidies is the				false
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		1355						LN		53		2		false		            2   Whittier Police Department is already very				false

		1356						LN		53		3		false		            3   understaffed.  The unarmed people that you hired to go				false

		1357						LN		53		4		false		            4   on the Metro lines are not going to stop a rape, a				false

		1358						LN		53		5		false		            5   robbery, which you know are happening on the Metro				false

		1359						LN		53		6		false		            6   line, as well as robberies and other things, thefts and				false

		1360						LN		53		7		false		            7   things of those sorts.  Other than that, I'm very				false

		1361						LN		53		8		false		            8   concerned of the impacts our businesses are going to				false

		1362						LN		53		9		false		            9   have along Washington Boulevard.  We're already very				false

		1363						LN		53		10		false		           10   heavily impacted by the numbers that are causing the				false

		1364						LN		53		11		false		           11   cities to rezone a lot of business areas to allow for				false

		1365						LN		53		12		false		           12   high density housing, and this is causing a lot of				false

		1366						LN		53		13		false		           13   businesses to shut down because they're being bought				false

		1367						LN		53		14		false		           14   out.  And I'm worried that your project is also going				false

		1368						LN		53		15		false		           15   to harm our businesses and our residents.  We don't				false

		1369						LN		53		16		false		           16   need the Metro in Whittier.  I oppose it.				false

		1370						LN		53		17		false		           17            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, SD.				false
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		1372						LN		53		19		false		           19   Rivera site.  So if we can have Jorge Martinez ready to				false

		1373						LN		53		20		false		           20   start and then who will be followed by Esther Salese.				false

		1374						LN		53		21		false		           21            Jorge, please go ahead.  Start off by reading				false

		1375						LN		53		22		false		           22   your name into the record.				false

		1376						LN		53		23		false		           23            JORGE MARTINEZ:  Hi.  My name is Jorge				false

		1377						LN		53		24		false		           24   Martinez, 90660 resident.  We all have seen how these				false
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		1380						LN		54		1		false		            1   environmentally, destroying single-family residents.				false

		1381						LN		54		2		false		            2   So we're at this street that connected Slauson to Rex				false

		1382						LN		54		3		false		            3   Road -- got cut off due to all the train crossing				false

		1383						LN		54		4		false		            4   accidents and deaths in the past.  How can this not be				false

		1384						LN		54		5		false		            5   a difference?  How can you honestly say our kids will				false

		1385						LN		54		6		false		            6   be safe walking to El Rancho High School crossing				false

		1386						LN		54		7		false		            7   Washington Boulevard, crossing Lacaline Avenue into our				false

		1387						LN		54		8		false		            8   high school and middle schools?  My family and local				false

		1388						LN		54		9		false		            9   community are not in favor of the proposed gold line				false

		1389						LN		54		10		false		           10   extension.  I live off Lindsay Avenue in Washington				false

		1390						LN		54		11		false		           11   Boulevard.  There are environmental noise, pollution.				false

		1391						LN		54		12		false		           12   Trembling will just devastate my home and my				false

		1392						LN		54		13		false		           13   surrounding neighbors.  The only way -- the only				false

		1393						LN		54		14		false		           14   entrance to my home is northbound through Lindsay				false

		1394						LN		54		15		false		           15   Avenue off Washington Boulevard.  If the Metro goes				false

		1395						LN		54		16		false		           16   through Washington Boulevard, my entrance will be				false

		1396						LN		54		17		false		           17   entirely cut off.  Unless this train goes underground				false

		1397						LN		54		18		false		           18   through Pico Rivera, as a registered voter, I will make				false

		1398						LN		54		19		false		           19   it my duty to support any recall or vote out any public				false

		1399						LN		54		20		false		           20   official who was in favor of this project.				false

		1400						LN		54		21		false		           21            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you.				false

		1401						LN		54		22		false		           22            We'll now call on Esther Salese to make her				false

		1402						LN		54		23		false		           23   comment.  She's the last person who submitted a speaker				false

		1403						LN		54		24		false		           24   card.  So I will go back to the online audience and				false

		1404						LN		54		25		false		           25   check again later for additional speakers at Pico				false
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		1406						LN		55		1		false		            1   Rivera.  So for Zoom users, just be prompted.  Jesse				false

		1407						LN		55		2		false		            2   Garcia will go after Celia -- I mean Esther Salese.				false

		1408						LN		55		3		false		            3   And then Jesse will be followed by Dominic Gonzalez and				false

		1409						LN		55		4		false		            4   then Mike.				false

		1410						LN		55		5		false		            5            So, Esther, please go ahead and make your				false

		1411						LN		55		6		false		            6   comments.  Start off by stating your name into the				false

		1412						LN		55		7		false		            7   record.				false

		1413						LN		55		8		false		            8            ESTHER SALESE:  Hello.  My name is Esther				false

		1414						LN		55		9		false		            9   Salese and I live here in Pico Rivera.  I'm very				false

		1415						LN		55		10		false		           10   against this project.  During this meeting, none of the				false

		1416						LN		55		11		false		           11   speakers mentioned Pico Rivera.  Pico Rivera will be				false

		1417						LN		55		12		false		           12   affected, because it comes down -- this train will come				false

		1418						LN		55		13		false		           13   down Washington.  So once it passes Bluff to				false

		1419						LN		55		14		false		           14   Washington, you're going to hit our homes on Paramount.				false

		1420						LN		55		15		false		           15   You're going to hit our businesses that have been very				false

		1421						LN		55		16		false		           16   hard hit during the COVID, and now they're going to be				false

		1422						LN		55		17		false		           17   hit again with construction on Washington.  You will				false

		1423						LN		55		18		false		           18   have a station on Washington and Rosemead that will				false

		1424						LN		55		19		false		           19   affect our children and crossing on Passens and				false

		1425						LN		55		20		false		           20   Washington where our children, over 3,000, will cross				false

		1426						LN		55		21		false		           21   from school to El Rancho High School daily.  And you				false

		1427						LN		55		22		false		           22   will have this train coming down Washington Boulevard.				false

		1428						LN		55		23		false		           23   We have homes on Washington all the way down to the 605				false

		1429						LN		55		24		false		           24   freeway underpass.  You have homes there.  What are we				false
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		1432						LN		56		1		false		            1   street as all the construction is going on?  What's the				false
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		1434						LN		56		3		false		            3   dangerous to have this train come down for the sake of				false

		1435						LN		56		4		false		            4   our children and the residents that live on that				false

		1436						LN		56		5		false		            5   street.  I also would like to ask you to please extend				false

		1437						LN		56		6		false		            6   the deadline.  You have August 29th.  You look at the				false

		1438						LN		56		7		false		            7   books we have here, and they are huge.  Please extend				false

		1439						LN		56		8		false		            8   it another two months.  At least give us to				false

		1440						LN		56		9		false		            9   November 1st for the cities to look at this, because we				false

		1441						LN		56		10		false		           10   do not want this coming into our city.  Thank you.				false

		1442						LN		56		11		false		           11            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Okay.  Thank you, Esther,				false
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		1444						LN		56		13		false		           13            And now we'll go back to the Zoom audience,				false

		1445						LN		56		14		false		           14   those who have their hands raised.				false

		1446						LN		56		15		false		           15            As I mentioned, Jesse Garcia, you'll be				false

		1447						LN		56		16		false		           16   leading off, followed by Dominic Gonzalez, then Mike.				false

		1448						LN		56		17		false		           17   So, Jesse, please start when you're prompted.  Unmute				false

		1449						LN		56		18		false		           18   yourself and initiate by stating your name into the				false
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		1451						LN		56		20		false		           20            JESSE GARCIA:  Jesse Garcia.  Can you hear me?				false

		1452						LN		56		21		false		           21            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.  Please proceed.				false

		1453						LN		56		22		false		           22            JESSE GARCIA:  Okay.  Jesse Garcia, 90640.  As				false

		1454						LN		56		23		false		           23   I mentioned at the last meeting and everybody keeps				false

		1455						LN		56		24		false		           24   mentioning these $3 billion, everybody keeps forgetting				false
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		1458						LN		57		1		false		            1   have it on paper, but you're actually going to have				false

		1459						LN		57		2		false		            2   2.5 billion.  Inflation is going to already eat you.				false

		1460						LN		57		3		false		            3   So you're already in the red, okay?  When I broke				false

		1461						LN		57		4		false		            4   everything down, this is going to be 52 years just to				false

		1462						LN		57		5		false		            5   pay back $3 billion.  And we know we're not going to				false

		1463						LN		57		6		false		            6   raise the ridership.  Since the last meeting, I've been				false

		1464						LN		57		7		false		            7   going up and down the boulevard during the weekday when				false

		1465						LN		57		8		false		            8   I come home.  Even the buses that run there right now				false

		1466						LN		57		9		false		            9   don't have the audience you guys are looking for.				false

		1467						LN		57		10		false		           10   Mr. Dutra, he's in it for himself.  You can tell right				false

		1468						LN		57		11		false		           11   off the bat.  He's the only happy camper.  The other				false

		1469						LN		57		12		false		           12   folks who are for it, you guys have never really been				false

		1470						LN		57		13		false		           13   involved in a mess.  Once you see that mess going down				false

		1471						LN		57		14		false		           14   Washington, good luck.  So be careful what you wish				false

		1472						LN		57		15		false		           15   for.  The other thing I'm looking at here is the video				false

		1473						LN		57		16		false		           16   you keep presenting when this opens up, it's a bit				false

		1474						LN		57		17		false		           17   misleading because you show Whittier Boulevard.  This				false

		1475						LN		57		18		false		           18   thing is not going down Whittier Boulevard.  If you're				false

		1476						LN		57		19		false		           19   going to redo this video or you're going to do it, do				false

		1477						LN		57		20		false		           20   it right.  Show it going down Atlantic and through				false

		1478						LN		57		21		false		           21   Washington.  Why do you keep showing Slauson?  Why do				false

		1479						LN		57		22		false		           22   you keep showing Beverly Boulevard?  Actually, Beverly				false

		1480						LN		57		23		false		           23   Boulevard would be the best place for this track to go.				false
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		1484						LN		58		1		false		            1            We will now proceed with Dominic Gonzalez				false

		1485						LN		58		2		false		            2   followed by Mike.  After Mike, I will check for our				false

		1486						LN		58		3		false		            3   Pico Rivera site for any additional speakers who have				false
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		1488						LN		58		5		false		            5            Please go ahead, Dominic when prompted.  And				false

		1489						LN		58		6		false		            6   start of by stating your name into the record.				false

		1490						LN		58		7		false		            7            DOMINIC GONZALEZ:  Hello.  Can you hear me all				false

		1491						LN		58		8		false		            8   right?				false

		1492						LN		58		9		false		            9            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.				false

		1493						LN		58		10		false		           10            DOMINIC GONZALEZ:  Awesome.  So my name is				false

		1494						LN		58		11		false		           11   Dominic Gonzalez, address 91733.  I am most in support				false

		1495						LN		58		12		false		           12   of Option 1, mainly because breaking those projects				false

		1496						LN		58		13		false		           13   into phases, you know, there's no telling how expensive				false

		1497						LN		58		14		false		           14   they're going to get due to inflation or whatever,				false

		1498						LN		58		15		false		           15   tariffs and stuff, because, you know, ever since Trump				false

		1499						LN		58		16		false		           16   put those tariffs on Chinese steel, you know, that				false

		1500						LN		58		17		false		           17   really killed projects, even cutting down the gold line				false

		1501						LN		58		18		false		           18   extension from Claremont to Pomona.  So, you know,				false

		1502						LN		58		19		false		           19   honestly, I know there's more impacts.  There always is				false

		1503						LN		58		20		false		           20   with construction, but really just go home and get it				false

		1504						LN		58		21		false		           21   done while you can; right?  Because over the long term,				false

		1505						LN		58		22		false		           22   that really sets up chances to redo patterns, increase				false
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		1513						LN		59		4		false		            4   if you could fix that as well, too, I think that might				false

		1514						LN		59		5		false		            5   be worth looking into.  That way, you can skip				false

		1515						LN		59		6		false		            6   Washington if it seems undoable.  Also, look into grade				false
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		1518						LN		59		9		false		            9   Rosemead if you're planning to BRT light rail line down				false

		1519						LN		59		10		false		           10   that and better connections to old town Whittier.  I				false

		1520						LN		59		11		false		           11   think that would be really good.  But also, I'm very				false

		1521						LN		59		12		false		           12   excited for this project, and there's lots of				false

		1522						LN		59		13		false		           13   naysayers.  But, you know, at the end of the day, if				false

		1523						LN		59		14		false		           14   we're going to move on from cars, we need to keep doing				false

		1524						LN		59		15		false		           15   things like this.				false

		1525						LN		59		16		false		           16            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Dominic.				false

		1526						LN		59		17		false		           17            Up next will be Mike.  And I've been informed				false
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		1531						LN		59		22		false		           22   followed meanwhile by Maude Manji and then BCS.				false

		1532						LN		59		23		false		           23            So, Mike, go ahead and state your name into				false

		1533						LN		59		24		false		           24   the record.				false

		1534						LN		59		25		false		           25            MIKE MARTINEZ:  Mike Martinez, ZIP code 90022,				false

		1535						PG		60		0		false		page 60				false

		1536						LN		60		1		false		            1   East LA resident for eight years who's been living in				false

		1537						LN		60		2		false		            2   front of the gold line -- existing gold line on Third				false

		1538						LN		60		3		false		            3   Street.  I really don't have to be here because our				false

		1539						LN		60		4		false		            4   extension is going to be all run underground through				false

		1540						LN		60		5		false		            5   Atlantic.  I'm looking out for more the residents after				false

		1541						LN		60		6		false		            6   East LA.  Don't let them build it above ground.  It is				false

		1542						LN		60		7		false		            7   not good.  I'll tell you why.  Environmental report,				false

		1543						LN		60		8		false		            8   1,012 pages long.  Section 61. -- 6.9.2.3, the				false

		1544						LN		60		9		false		            9   outreach, the outreach was supposed to -- including				false

		1545						LN		60		10		false		           10   banners and electronic signs down the corridors that				false

		1546						LN		60		11		false		           11   they're going to build.  I have not seen one sign, so				false

		1547						LN		60		12		false		           12   they failed on that.  There's going to be detour routes				false

		1548						LN		60		13		false		           13   on Telegraph, Olympic, Whittier, and possibly Slauson.				false

		1549						LN		60		14		false		           14   When they're building this thing, a lot of noise, a lot				false

		1550						LN		60		15		false		           15   of dust.  Let's talk about asbestos.  Asbestos was				false

		1551						LN		60		16		false		           16   banned back in the late '90s because of the brake pads,				false

		1552						LN		60		17		false		           17   a lot of the brake pads had asbestos.  According to				false

		1553						LN		60		18		false		           18   that law, asbestos in brake pads should have gone away.				false

		1554						LN		60		19		false		           19   Any after-market brake pads, anybody can put on.  Is				false

		1555						LN		60		20		false		           20   Metro putting these types of brake pads on there?  My				false

		1556						LN		60		21		false		           21   son has asthma.  He's only two years old.  He's had				false

		1557						LN		60		22		false		           22   asthma since he was small, since he was born.  He has				false

		1558						LN		60		23		false		           23   to be on nebulizer treatment every morning and				false

		1559						LN		60		24		false		           24   afternoon.  Could it be it?  Who knows.  Underground is				false

		1560						LN		60		25		false		           25   more efficient and more stations to be more efficient.				false

		1561						PG		61		0		false		page 61				false

		1562						LN		61		1		false		            1   Don't throw away $5 billion for nothing.  Thank you.				false

		1563						LN		61		2		false		            2            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Mike.				false

		1564						LN		61		3		false		            3            So now, Maude Manji, you'll be prompted to				false

		1565						LN		61		4		false		            4   unmute yourself.  And then you'll be followed by BCS.				false

		1566						LN		61		5		false		            5            Currently, I don't see additional hands raised				false

		1567						LN		61		6		false		            6   after BCS.  If you're wishing to speak, please consider				false

		1568						LN		61		7		false		            7   raising your hand at this time, and I will call you				false

		1569						LN		61		8		false		            8   later in the process.  For now, I will call Maude Manji				false

		1570						LN		61		9		false		            9   to start off.				false

		1571						LN		61		10		false		           10            Please state your name for the record.				false

		1572						LN		61		11		false		           11            MAUDE MANJI:  Hi.  My name is Maude Manji.				false

		1573						LN		61		12		false		           12   I'm a resident of Whittier 90602.  Really excited for				false

		1574						LN		61		13		false		           13   this project.  Thank you, Metro, for bringing this				false

		1575						LN		61		14		false		           14   project.  You know, I would say the option that brings				false

		1576						LN		61		15		false		           15   this the fastest in one phase, that's the option I				false

		1577						LN		61		16		false		           16   support.  You know, this is really a project we need.				false

		1578						LN		61		17		false		           17   Nobody likes being stuck on the freeway going all the				false

		1579						LN		61		18		false		           18   way to downtown.  This is just really going to make my				false

		1580						LN		61		19		false		           19   life easier.  It's going to make my wife's life a lot a				false

		1581						LN		61		20		false		           20   easier.  We're really excited to have this project.				false

		1582						LN		61		21		false		           21   You know, I was in south Pasadena for a while and, you				false

		1583						LN		61		22		false		           22   know, they had the gold line down there.  I would just				false

		1584						LN		61		23		false		           23   go down to Downtown.  Now I'm excited to be a homeowner				false

		1585						LN		61		24		false		           24   in Whittier and to take this train down to Downtown and				false

		1586						LN		61		25		false		           25   even hopefully down all the way to Santa Monica and the				false

		1587						PG		62		0		false		page 62				false

		1588						LN		62		1		false		            1   beach.  So I'm just very excited for the project.  The				false

		1589						LN		62		2		false		            2   one thing I just want to add is I really hope there's a				false

		1590						LN		62		3		false		            3   consideration of making an extension to Uptown, because				false

		1591						LN		62		4		false		            4   that's really where I think a lot of businesses are,				false

		1592						LN		62		5		false		            5   where a lot of folks can utilize this.  And there's a				false

		1593						LN		62		6		false		            6   lot of density in Uptown.  For me, right now, if I were				false

		1594						LN		62		7		false		            7   to walk to the station, it's like a 25-minute walk.				false

		1595						LN		62		8		false		            8   It's a little bit selfish of me as well.  I'd like if				false

		1596						LN		62		9		false		            9   it's Uptown, that's more of a 10 or 15-minute walk for				false

		1597						LN		62		10		false		           10   me.  That's a little bit selfish, but I feel like a lot				false

		1598						LN		62		11		false		           11   of the density, a lot of the apartment buildings are				false

		1599						LN		62		12		false		           12   going to be in Uptown.  So I'm just really hoping				false

		1600						LN		62		13		false		           13   that's considered as well, but overall excited for this				false

		1601						LN		62		14		false		           14   project.  Thank you to the mayor of Whittier and to all				false

		1602						LN		62		15		false		           15   the Metro board who brought this forward, and I hope we				false

		1603						LN		62		16		false		           16   get this as soon as possible.  So thank you again.				false

		1604						LN		62		17		false		           17   Thank you to the staff as well.  Thank you for putting				false

		1605						LN		62		18		false		           18   the hearing together.				false

		1606						LN		62		19		false		           19            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thanks for your comment.				false

		1607						LN		62		20		false		           20            Now, we'll go to BCS.  As stated, BCS is the				false

		1608						LN		62		21		false		           21   last speaker.  So anyone wishing to speak both online				false

		1609						LN		62		22		false		           22   via Zoom, if you're on Zoom, you can raise your hand.				false

		1610						LN		62		23		false		           23   Or if you're in person, please submit a speaker card.				false

		1611						LN		62		24		false		           24            BCS, please go ahead and make a comment.  And				false

		1612						LN		62		25		false		           25   start off by stating your name into the record.				false

		1613						PG		63		0		false		page 63				false

		1614						LN		63		1		false		            1            BRICIA SATELLO:  Sorry about that.  I was				false

		1615						LN		63		2		false		            2   muted.  I apologize.  Can you hear me?				false

		1616						LN		63		3		false		            3            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.  Please state your name				false

		1617						LN		63		4		false		            4   in the record.				false

		1618						LN		63		5		false		            5            BRICIA SATELLO:  Absolutely.  My name is				false

		1619						LN		63		6		false		            6   Bricia Satello, and I live in Montebello -- south				false

		1620						LN		63		7		false		            7   Montebello.  So I am near one of the stations that you				false

		1621						LN		63		8		false		            8   are proposing.  So I'm not necessarily opposed to				false

		1622						LN		63		9		false		            9   having a train as I believe that transportation is very				false

		1623						LN		63		10		false		           10   crucial; however, I have to tell you that some of the				false

		1624						LN		63		11		false		           11   points that have been brought up are some of the points				false

		1625						LN		63		12		false		           12   that I want to bring up for sure.  So having the train				false

		1626						LN		63		13		false		           13   come down from East LA underground is great.  I think				false

		1627						LN		63		14		false		           14   that's great.  You know, we reduce some of the traffic				false

		1628						LN		63		15		false		           15   that would have been on there anyways, and it's safe;				false

		1629						LN		63		16		false		           16   however, when you come up to Commerce, you put it up on				false

		1630						LN		63		17		false		           17   top.  I don't live in Commerce, but if I were a				false

		1631						LN		63		18		false		           18   resident, I may have an opinion on that.  I do live in				false

		1632						LN		63		19		false		           19   Montebello.  And bringing it grade level, it's just --				false

		1633						LN		63		20		false		           20   to me, it almost seems like we're considered second to				false

		1634						LN		63		21		false		           21   a different city.  I have no idea why you didn't decide				false

		1635						LN		63		22		false		           22   to go underground as well, especially when you have				false

		1636						LN		63		23		false		           23   children crossing from one street to another in the				false

		1637						LN		63		24		false		           24   only place that there's going to be a public				false

		1638						LN		63		25		false		           25   elementary.  And that is ongoing with where you propose				false

		1639						PG		64		0		false		page 64				false

		1640						LN		64		1		false		            1   to actually have a station.  That is very crucial				false

		1641						LN		64		2		false		            2   because I can just see accidents happen.  You did the				false

		1642						LN		64		3		false		            3   same thing in Boyle Heights where you had no rail when				false

		1643						LN		64		4		false		            4   you first put it in.  And even with rail, that seemed				false

		1644						LN		64		5		false		            5   still to be a very dangerous section.  So if you were				false

		1645						LN		64		6		false		            6   to go underground, I promise you that I will walk				false

		1646						LN		64		7		false		            7   around and try to convince my neighbors that this is a				false

		1647						LN		64		8		false		            8   good project; however, I want you to consider that.				false

		1648						LN		64		9		false		            9            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comment.				false

		1649						LN		64		10		false		           10            All right.  So for now, that concludes the				false

		1650						LN		64		11		false		           11   speakers that have raised their hand or submitted				false

		1651						LN		64		12		false		           12   speaker card in person.  We're going to remain online				false

		1652						LN		64		13		false		           13   until 8:00.  But I just wanted to note that tonight is				false

		1653						LN		64		14		false		           14   not the end of the comment period.  Speaking or				false

		1654						LN		64		15		false		           15   providing oral comments is not the only way.  And it's				false

		1655						LN		64		16		false		           16   not just a way or the single way you can do so.  In				false

		1656						LN		64		17		false		           17   addition to those that submitted oral comments or not				false

		1657						LN		64		18		false		           18   did not, you have additional ways to make comments				false

		1658						LN		64		19		false		           19   through August 29th.  And those are shown on the				false

		1659						LN		64		20		false		           20   screen.  You have via mail listed there.  We have the				false

		1660						LN		64		21		false		           21   online web comment form at Metro.net/eastside comments.				false

		1661						LN		64		22		false		           22   The web comment form -- and we'll go over it in a				false

		1662						LN		64		23		false		           23   little bit if no additional speakers go -- raise their				false

		1663						LN		64		24		false		           24   hands, but this is a great way to just upload your				false

		1664						LN		64		25		false		           25   comment, submit any attachments or additional resources				false

		1665						PG		65		0		false		page 65				false

		1666						LN		65		1		false		            1   you might want to include.  There's also some tips on				false

		1667						LN		65		2		false		            2   how to make a comment.  And for those that just want to				false

		1668						LN		65		3		false		            3   submit a quick comment, if you have a quick thought or				false

		1669						LN		65		4		false		            4   don't want to take the time to type out your comments,				false

		1670						LN		65		5		false		            5   we have the option to use the help line where you'll be				false

		1671						LN		65		6		false		            6   able to submit an oral comment.  That will be				false

		1672						LN		65		7		false		            7   transcribed the same way that the court reporter is				false

		1673						LN		65		8		false		            8   doing tonight.  It'll be verbatim and included in the				false

		1674						LN		65		9		false		            9   record.  And these methods, the three ways that I just				false

		1675						LN		65		10		false		           10   went over -- mail, web comment form and help line --				false

		1676						LN		65		11		false		           11   are available through August 29th as many times as				false

		1677						LN		65		12		false		           12   you'd like to use them.  So I just want to clarify				false

		1678						LN		65		13		false		           13   that, that tonight is just a method to submit comments.				false

		1679						LN		65		14		false		           14   And we realize 90 seconds is not sufficient.  So that's				false

		1680						LN		65		15		false		           15   why we want to encourage you to continue reviewing the				false

		1681						LN		65		16		false		           16   document and submitting your comments.				false

		1682						LN		65		17		false		           17            I want to check again.  And it looks like we				false

		1683						LN		65		18		false		           18   don't have no one else with a raised hand at this				false

		1684						LN		65		19		false		           19   moment.  Since we promoted the public hearing to run				false

		1685						LN		65		20		false		           20   until 8:00, we're going to remain until that time just				false

		1686						LN		65		21		false		           21   to make sure that anyone that hasn't had the				false

		1687						LN		65		22		false		           22   opportunity to provide a comment tonight will have that				false

		1688						LN		65		23		false		           23   chance.  And if -- there's no one in person at the Pico				false

		1689						LN		65		24		false		           24   River site.  It sounds like we also don't have speaker				false

		1690						LN		65		25		false		           25   cards there.  Then I'd like to take this moment to just				false

		1691						PG		66		0		false		page 66				false

		1692						LN		66		1		false		            1   start going over some of the tools that we've promoted				false

		1693						LN		66		2		false		            2   tonight.  And I will pause, you know, at any moment				false

		1694						LN		66		3		false		            3   that anyone has the urge to make a comment both on-site				false

		1695						LN		66		4		false		            4   or here in person.  I'm going to stop and I will give				false

		1696						LN		66		5		false		            5   you the opportunity.  The priority are your comments.				false

		1697						LN		66		6		false		            6   What I'm going to be sharing, this is just to use the				false

		1698						LN		66		7		false		            7   time that we've promoted.				false

		1699						LN		66		8		false		            8            So to start off, I'd like to share just one of				false

		1700						LN		66		9		false		            9   the tools that was heavily promoted during the				false

		1701						LN		66		10		false		           10   presentation, which was the online portal tool, the				false

		1702						LN		66		11		false		           11   online virtual tool.  I will be pulling it up right				false

		1703						LN		66		12		false		           12   now.  Sorry, I'm having a little bit of difficulty				false

		1704						LN		66		13		false		           13   here.  Let me start again.  I may have to ask my staff				false

		1705						LN		66		14		false		           14   to help me share it, the virtual tool.  Okay.  Here we				false

		1706						LN		66		15		false		           15   go.  I apologize for that.				false

		1707						LN		66		16		false		           16            Okay.  So what I'm sharing right here is the				false

		1708						LN		66		17		false		           17   online interactive tool that's been promoted.  This				false

		1709						LN		66		18		false		           18   website can be accessed at Metro.net/eastside2022.  So				false

		1710						LN		66		19		false		           19   when you goat here, you'll see this project branding.				false

		1711						LN		66		20		false		           20   You're encouraged to scroll down, because that's where				false

		1712						LN		66		21		false		           21   the tool will initiate.  Before I go into the rest of				false

		1713						LN		66		22		false		           22   the functions, I want to note that the tool is				false

		1714						LN		66		23		false		           23   available in English and Spanish.  So you'll get the				false

		1715						LN		66		24		false		           24   same exact experience in Spanish, same content, project				false

		1716						LN		66		25		false		           25   videos and links that we'll be going over.  So I just				false

		1717						PG		67		0		false		page 67				false

		1718						LN		67		1		false		            1   wanted to note that it's available as soon as you start				false

		1719						LN		67		2		false		            2   scrolling right beneath this initial set of tabs.				false

		1720						LN		67		3		false		            3            The tabs are going to the best way to explore				false

		1721						LN		67		4		false		            4   the tool.  You'll be able to just skip past the section				false

		1722						LN		67		5		false		            5   if you've already navigated through the tool, if you				false

		1723						LN		67		6		false		            6   know the topic you might be looking for.  For example,				false

		1724						LN		67		7		false		            7   you want to see the draft EIR.  You can either scroll				false

		1725						LN		67		8		false		            8   down, we made it available right on top so there's not				false

		1726						LN		67		9		false		            9   much navigating, or we realize people may want to just				false

		1727						LN		67		10		false		           10   click on something.  So here's the draft EIR.  It'll				false

		1728						LN		67		11		false		           11   take you to all of the pertinent documents.  The notice				false

		1729						LN		67		12		false		           12   of availability that announces that the draft EIR has				false

		1730						LN		67		13		false		           13   been released.  There's instructions on how to make				false

		1731						LN		67		14		false		           14   comments and public hearing details, availability of				false

		1732						LN		67		15		false		           15   the printed documents along the corridor at public				false

		1733						LN		67		16		false		           16   library, so the other public counters.				false

		1734						LN		67		17		false		           17            So this is a good resource document to check,				false

		1735						LN		67		18		false		           18   and it expands a little bit more beyond the public				false

		1736						LN		67		19		false		           19   notice.  The draft EIR is the document that has been				false

		1737						LN		67		20		false		           20   mentioned and is the focus of your comments tonight.				false

		1738						LN		67		21		false		           21   So this is a quick ease access to just click on here				false

		1739						LN		67		22		false		           22   and have access of the document.  This will give you				false

		1740						LN		67		23		false		           23   the full draft environmental impact report.  It				false

		1741						LN		67		24		false		           24   includes the 1,012 pages that were mentioned.				false

		1742						LN		67		25		false		           25            If you're looking for something just more an				false

		1743						PG		68		0		false		page 68				false

		1744						LN		68		1		false		            1   introductory to see, if you want to dive into				false

		1745						LN		68		2		false		            2   additional details, the best way to start and the place				false

		1746						LN		68		3		false		            3   where a majority of the people will find the answers				false

		1747						LN		68		4		false		            4   that they're looking for is the executive summary.  And				false

		1748						LN		68		5		false		            5   for that reason, this is available entirely in English				false

		1749						LN		68		6		false		            6   and also in Spanish.  So we encourage to start with				false

		1750						LN		68		7		false		            7   this, or also if you can dive into the draft EIR that				false

		1751						LN		68		8		false		            8   gives you all of the details, including the executive				false

		1752						LN		68		9		false		            9   summary.				false

		1753						LN		68		10		false		           10            And the local public library sites, we also				false

		1754						LN		68		11		false		           11   mentioned that they're available in the NOA.  You could				false

		1755						LN		68		12		false		           12   click on here.  And this will give you a map.  So you				false

		1756						LN		68		13		false		           13   can quickly navigate to whatever site might be easiest				false

		1757						LN		68		14		false		           14   to access.  What we do just encourage you to do, call				false

		1758						LN		68		15		false		           15   in advance to confirm the hours of operation.  Those				false

		1759						LN		68		16		false		           16   have been shifting because of the COVID, the pandemic				false

		1760						LN		68		17		false		           17   situation.  So please verify.  We don't want you to				false

		1761						LN		68		18		false		           18   make the trip unnecessarily.				false

		1762						LN		68		19		false		           19            Now, going back to the tool -- let me just				false

		1763						LN		68		20		false		           20   check really quickly to see if there's anyone who has				false

		1764						LN		68		21		false		           21   any comments.  It looks like we still don't have any				false

		1765						LN		68		22		false		           22   raised hands at this moment.  Okay.  So I will continue				false

		1766						LN		68		23		false		           23   sharing the tool.				false

		1767						LN		68		24		false		           24            So as we mentioned, the interactive component				false

		1768						LN		68		25		false		           25   is really what brings this document or this tool alive.				false

		1769						PG		69		0		false		page 69				false

		1770						LN		69		1		false		            1   Not only just do you have access to all project				false

		1771						LN		69		2		false		            2   resources here, an easy way to navigate, but you can				false

		1772						LN		69		3		false		            3   also have the project history and visual details that				false

		1773						LN		69		4		false		            4   are not currently featured on the project website.  It				false

		1774						LN		69		5		false		            5   gives you the overview.  It describes the key				false

		1775						LN		69		6		false		            6   components.  Then it starts talking about why the				false

		1776						LN		69		7		false		            7   project is needed, some background information,				false

		1777						LN		69		8		false		            8   connectivity to the regional connector on how that				false

		1778						LN		69		9		false		            9   would one day potentially provide a one seat ride all				false

		1779						LN		69		10		false		           10   the way to Santa Monica and other vital connections.				false

		1780						LN		69		11		false		           11   It talks about where we are in the process to fully				false

		1781						LN		69		12		false		           12   deliver the project.				false

		1782						LN		69		13		false		           13            A lot of this information is something that				false

		1783						LN		69		14		false		           14   you've already seen in a presentation tonight or in				false

		1784						LN		69		15		false		           15   past presentations, and that's the idea.  You have				false

		1785						LN		69		16		false		           16   access to all the information here.  So as you're				false

		1786						LN		69		17		false		           17   making your comments, if there's something that might				false

		1787						LN		69		18		false		           18   help you contextualize that comment better, maybe the				false

		1788						LN		69		19		false		           19   cross streets or some kind of level of detail, then you				false

		1789						LN		69		20		false		           20   can use this tool and you can see every map has a				false

		1790						LN		69		21		false		           21   legend.  If you lose a legend, look for these little				false

		1791						LN		69		22		false		           22   three dots, four dots in the bottom.  It gives you a				false

		1792						LN		69		23		false		           23   full definition of what you're seeing.				false

		1793						LN		69		24		false		           24            This explore the corridor tool is a good way				false

		1794						LN		69		25		false		           25   to know the corridor a little better or, like I said,				false

		1795						PG		70		0		false		page 70				false

		1796						LN		70		1		false		            1   make reference to it, anything that you want to include				false

		1797						LN		70		2		false		            2   in your comments.  There's existing transit services.				false

		1798						LN		70		3		false		            3   It will give you a listing of those.  You can also zoom				false

		1799						LN		70		4		false		            4   in and see a little bit more detail.  You can click on				false

		1800						LN		70		5		false		            5   the bus route information.  And there's also a				false

		1801						LN		70		6		false		            6   navigation here that expands on the panels here that				false

		1802						LN		70		7		false		            7   you're seeing.  Some of these layers of data or lines				false

		1803						LN		70		8		false		            8   that you see on the map have additional information.				false

		1804						LN		70		9		false		            9   And it breaks it down from -- you can see the route				false

		1805						LN		70		10		false		           10   name and additional details.  It's very resourceful.				false

		1806						LN		70		11		false		           11   There's some destinations of importance.  This is not				false

		1807						LN		70		12		false		           12   comprehensive, but it's intended to give you a general				false

		1808						LN		70		13		false		           13   sense of what's available along the corridor.				false

		1809						LN		70		14		false		           14            There's also information on equity focus				false

		1810						LN		70		15		false		           15   communities.  This is from the Metro Race and Equity				false

		1811						LN		70		16		false		           16   Office who has been developing an emphasis on having				false

		1812						LN		70		17		false		           17   more equitable participation and access to services.				false

		1813						LN		70		18		false		           18   And this gives you essentially data from that				false

		1814						LN		70		19		false		           19   department and what helps inform our process -- not				false

		1815						LN		70		20		false		           20   only outreach, but other approaches.  So, you know,				false

		1816						LN		70		21		false		           21   this again is a really great tool and layer to take				false

		1817						LN		70		22		false		           22   advantage of.				false

		1818						LN		70		23		false		           23            The freight rail corridors layer, this is one				false

		1819						LN		70		24		false		           24   of the most useful for the areas that have a lot of				false

		1820						LN		70		25		false		           25   rail.  As you can see, there's some portions that have				false

		1821						PG		71		0		false		page 71				false

		1822						LN		71		1		false		            1   rail corridors going to certain communities.  And				false

		1823						LN		71		2		false		            2   there's confusion as to which rail corridor we're				false

		1824						LN		71		3		false		            3   talking about and how our rail corridor would serve in				false

		1825						LN		71		4		false		            4   relation to those existing lines.  So this is a good				false

		1826						LN		71		5		false		            5   layer for that.  This is only freight services, so it's				false

		1827						LN		71		6		false		            6   not Metrolink.  Metrolink does overlap on a couple of				false

		1828						LN		71		7		false		            7   those freight lines, but now this gives you a clean				false

		1829						LN		71		8		false		            8   look on those Metrolink lines and stations.				false

		1830						LN		71		9		false		            9            And importantly to this also is the existing				false

		1831						LN		71		10		false		           10   bike path network and the various levels of service on				false

		1832						LN		71		11		false		           11   each of those lines -- bike lines provided.  As you can				false

		1833						LN		71		12		false		           12   see, they're defined by classes -- Class 1 through				false

		1834						LN		71		13		false		           13   Class 4 with Class 4 being the most protective type of				false

		1835						LN		71		14		false		           14   bike route available.				false

		1836						LN		71		15		false		           15            Okay.  I'm going to check to see in our Zoom				false

		1837						LN		71		16		false		           16   if we have anyone else or with my team.  Looks like we				false

		1838						LN		71		17		false		           17   don't have anyone that has submitted a speaker card at				false

		1839						LN		71		18		false		           18   the Pico Rivera site or that has raised their hands.				false

		1840						LN		71		19		false		           19   So I will continue jus going really quickly now down to				false

		1841						LN		71		20		false		           20   the alternative section.				false

		1842						LN		71		21		false		           21            TITO CORONA:  Can you provide again what the				false

		1843						LN		71		22		false		           22   address is to people that access the tool?				false

		1844						LN		71		23		false		           23            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.  The address -- so what				false

		1845						LN		71		24		false		           24   I'm showing right now is the online interactive tool				false

		1846						LN		71		25		false		           25   that was developed for the East Side Transit Corridor 2				false

		1847						PG		72		0		false		page 72				false

		1848						LN		72		1		false		            1   project.  And the website to access this is				false

		1849						LN		72		2		false		            2   Metro.net/eastside2022 or 2022.  And it'll take you to				false

		1850						LN		72		3		false		            3   this alphanumeric scrabble, so that's why that's the				false

		1851						LN		72		4		false		            4   easy path to access this tool.  And like I said, it's				false

		1852						LN		72		5		false		            5   available in English and Spanish, with the Spanish link				false

		1853						LN		72		6		false		            6   available right away up on top.				false

		1854						LN		72		7		false		            7            So taking advantage of the tabs, I'm going to				false

		1855						LN		72		8		false		            8   show you how it works.  I'm going to go straight to the				false

		1856						LN		72		9		false		            9   alternative section where I was just reviewing that				false

		1857						LN		72		10		false		           10   content.  A lot of these images that you see are				false

		1858						LN		72		11		false		           11   interactive in some format, at least in a zoomable way.				false

		1859						LN		72		12		false		           12   So, again, explore the tool.  Anything that you see				false

		1860						LN		72		13		false		           13   might be interactive.  This gives you an overview of				false

		1861						LN		72		14		false		           14   some of the recent project updates that have been made,				false

		1862						LN		72		15		false		           15   including the alternatives that advance into the draft				false

		1863						LN		72		16		false		           16   EIR that was released for public review.				false

		1864						LN		72		17		false		           17            And so here you'll get to engage a little bit				false

		1865						LN		72		18		false		           18   more, you know, individually on each of the				false

		1866						LN		72		19		false		           19   alternatives.  So you see the map all at once and a lot				false

		1867						LN		72		20		false		           20   of the projet materials, but this gives you an				false

		1868						LN		72		21		false		           21   experience to see one alternative at a time.  So you				false

		1869						LN		72		22		false		           22   saw that I clicked on this, and that only shows me				false

		1870						LN		72		23		false		           23   Alternative 1, only that.  And then when I click				false

		1871						LN		72		24		false		           24   Alternative 2, this provides clarification.  As you can				false

		1872						LN		72		25		false		           25   see, it just clarifies really quickly the number of				false

		1873						PG		73		0		false		page 73				false

		1874						LN		73		1		false		            1   stations and length.  And, you know, you can engage				false

		1875						LN		73		2		false		            2   with it in your own way.  As you can see, there's some				false

		1876						LN		73		3		false		            3   layers of detail.  You can see you can zoom in to see				false

		1877						LN		73		4		false		            4   more information.  As you can see, there's certain				false

		1878						LN		73		5		false		            5   labels that come up and so on.  So, you know,				false

		1879						LN		73		6		false		            6   Alternative 3, I'll just click so you can see that it				false

		1880						LN		73		7		false		            7   has the same level of information.				false

		1881						LN		73		8		false		            8            And if you continue scrolling down, you have				false

		1882						LN		73		9		false		            9   additional profiles for each of these alternatives.				false

		1883						LN		73		10		false		           10   You also have additional design options that have been				false

		1884						LN		73		11		false		           11   shared in recent meetings and featured at the recent				false

		1885						LN		73		12		false		           12   materials that have been shared both at the public				false

		1886						LN		73		13		false		           13   hearings and via e-mail and online.  If you click on				false

		1887						LN		73		14		false		           14   these, you can see some of the station options, both at				false

		1888						LN		73		15		false		           15   Atlantic, Pomona and also at Greenwood.				false

		1889						LN		73		16		false		           16            So to start off with Atlantic/Pomona, you see				false

		1890						LN		73		17		false		           17   here this says slideshow that's available.  You would				false

		1891						LN		73		18		false		           18   click on here.  I think I'm having some bandwidth				false

		1892						LN		73		19		false		           19   issues right now.  Let's go past these.  Those are				false

		1893						LN		73		20		false		           20   slide shows.  So right now, I think because I'm				false

		1894						LN		73		21		false		           21   sharing, it's giving me a little bit of trouble.  Let				false

		1895						LN		73		22		false		           22   me see if I can refresh.  Here we go.				false

		1896						LN		73		23		false		           23            So you can see that you have some more				false

		1897						LN		73		24		false		           24   information on each of these station sites.  If you				false

		1898						LN		73		25		false		           25   want some clarification on what each option is,				false

		1899						PG		74		0		false		page 74				false

		1900						LN		74		1		false		            1   essentially you have first covered underground				false

		1901						LN		74		2		false		            2   option -- the baseline option here on Atlantic/Pomona,				false

		1902						LN		74		3		false		            3   and then you have the open underground option.  And				false

		1903						LN		74		4		false		            4   each of these have a couple of slides.  So you can open				false

		1904						LN		74		5		false		            5   it and then you can just navigate through this				false

		1905						LN		74		6		false		            6   information right here.  Like, for example, you see it				false

		1906						LN		74		7		false		            7   in detail and there's some other slides.  So this gives				false

		1907						LN		74		8		false		            8   you an example of what an open underground design or				false

		1908						LN		74		9		false		            9   open underground station would be.  So if you have a				false

		1909						LN		74		10		false		           10   question of, well, what does this mean, what does it				false

		1910						LN		74		11		false		           11   look like, here's the real life example in the Metro				false

		1911						LN		74		12		false		           12   system.				false

		1912						LN		74		13		false		           13            And here's additional details and so on.  And				false

		1913						LN		74		14		false		           14   if you want to learn more about the environmental				false

		1914						LN		74		15		false		           15   process, we featured details today as part of the				false

		1915						LN		74		16		false		           16   presentation, but this gives you just somewhat of a				false

		1916						LN		74		17		false		           17   narrative of what the process is and what it includes,				false

		1917						LN		74		18		false		           18   what your role is.  As you can see, there's a graphic				false

		1918						LN		74		19		false		           19   on the various components that go into the decision				false

		1919						LN		74		20		false		           20   making process and what the process includes and also				false

		1920						LN		74		21		false		           21   what types of evaluations are being taken and how these				false

		1921						LN		74		22		false		           22   evaluations will be performed and the various topics				false

		1922						LN		74		23		false		           23   that will be evaluated.  And throughout this, you'll				false

		1923						LN		74		24		false		           24   see links available.  So anything with a blue font				false

		1924						LN		74		25		false		           25   under line is usually a link that will open.  These are				false

		1925						PG		75		0		false		page 75				false

		1926						LN		75		1		false		            1   additional resources that Metro has available				false

		1927						LN		75		2		false		            2   explaining the environmental process.  So if you're new				false

		1928						LN		75		3		false		            3   to the environmental process, this hopefully gives you				false

		1929						LN		75		4		false		            4   a quick read through on what the process is, where				false

		1930						LN		75		5		false		            5   we're at and what your role is.				false

		1931						LN		75		6		false		            6            And now, next is just a history of where of				false

		1932						LN		75		7		false		            7   project has been.  So if you really want to do a deeper				false

		1933						LN		75		8		false		            8   dive into the alternatives that have been previously				false

		1934						LN		75		9		false		            9   considered through the various prior phases, including				false

		1935						LN		75		10		false		           10   prior to the environmental process that's part of the				false

		1936						LN		75		11		false		           11   alternatives analysis, and also during the				false

		1937						LN		75		12		false		           12   environmental process all the way up to the release of				false

		1938						LN		75		13		false		           13   the draft document that was stopped and now				false

		1939						LN		75		14		false		           14   recirculated as a draft EIR only, but it's -- all these				false

		1940						LN		75		15		false		           15   give you those great resources.  So if you've been				false

		1941						LN		75		16		false		           16   involved or have wondered maybe what alternatives had				false

		1942						LN		75		17		false		           17   been considered before, this gives you just a general				false

		1943						LN		75		18		false		           18   snapshot of that information.				false

		1944						LN		75		19		false		           19            Okay.  I'm going to do another check-in to				false

		1945						LN		75		20		false		           20   make sure I'm not talking too much.  Still no raised				false

		1946						LN		75		21		false		           21   hand.  So I will continue.				false

		1947						LN		75		22		false		           22            Now, this is the very important part.  As I				false

		1948						LN		75		23		false		           23   mentioned, the draft EIR is linked at the top of the				false

		1949						LN		75		24		false		           24   tool, but here's a little bit -- available more				false

		1950						LN		75		25		false		           25   thorough with all links and a full breakdown on how to				false

		1951						PG		76		0		false		page 76				false

		1952						LN		76		1		false		            1   submit comments.  All of the different public hearings				false

		1953						LN		76		2		false		            2   that are being conducted, including the information for				false

		1954						LN		76		3		false		            3   tonight's hearing.  So tonight is the third of four				false

		1955						LN		76		4		false		            4   hearings, as has been mentioned.  We have one more				false

		1956						LN		76		5		false		            5   hearing that will be happening next week, Wednesday,				false

		1957						LN		76		6		false		            6   August 17th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., in the city of				false

		1958						LN		76		7		false		            7   Whittier, at the Whittier Community Center.  And the				false

		1959						LN		76		8		false		            8   address is listed here.  So if you've lost your notice,				false

		1960						LN		76		9		false		            9   if you want to share information, you can even just				false

		1961						LN		76		10		false		           10   link -- this is one of my favorite ways to share				false

		1962						LN		76		11		false		           11   information.  You can copy the section link with a lot				false

		1963						LN		76		12		false		           12   of these large headers.  If you just hover over the				false

		1964						LN		76		13		false		           13   label and clock on it, it'll copy that section.  And				false

		1965						LN		76		14		false		           14   I'll show you how it works.  You can include it as a				false

		1966						LN		76		15		false		           15   link on an e-mail to a friend, a text.  And then when				false

		1967						LN		76		16		false		           16   they click on it, this is what they copy.  I'm going to				false

		1968						LN		76		17		false		           17   go straight to the section that I copied the link from.				false

		1969						LN		76		18		false		           18   So it's not going to start at the top.  It's going to				false

		1970						LN		76		19		false		           19   go to the section that I want to -- I want my friend or				false

		1971						LN		76		20		false		           20   neighbor, someone that I'm sharing the details with.				false

		1972						LN		76		21		false		           21   So another, you know, quick link to just expand on the				false

		1973						LN		76		22		false		           22   details.				false

		1974						LN		76		23		false		           23            Here's information on our recent community				false

		1975						LN		76		24		false		           24   information sessions.  These were held right before the				false

		1976						LN		76		25		false		           25   release of the draft document as a way to just make				false

		1977						PG		77		0		false		page 77				false

		1978						LN		77		1		false		            1   sure that the corridor was -- communities were updated				false

		1979						LN		77		2		false		            2   on the various project updates and then also just get				false

		1980						LN		77		3		false		            3   ready for the release of the draft document.  What to				false

		1981						LN		77		4		false		            4   anticipate, how to access the document, where it will				false

		1982						LN		77		5		false		            5   be available, how to comment, et cetera.  And this				false

		1983						LN		77		6		false		            6   provides some details on the anticipated next steps.				false

		1984						LN		77		7		false		            7            And additional resources -- so for folks that				false

		1985						LN		77		8		false		            8   maybe aren't familiar with light rail transit or maybe				false

		1986						LN		77		9		false		            9   those that are confused what's the difference between				false

		1987						LN		77		10		false		           10   light rail, heavy rail, community rail, freight rail,				false

		1988						LN		77		11		false		           11   there's a lot of terminology.  And not all trains are				false

		1989						LN		77		12		false		           12   created the same, so this is very helpful for people				false

		1990						LN		77		13		false		           13   that may be fearing that it's a freight train that's				false

		1991						LN		77		14		false		           14   being proposed.  A freight train is very heavy, very				false

		1992						LN		77		15		false		           15   loud.  You'll see all the characteristics on reading				false

		1993						LN		77		16		false		           16   them off the sheet.  And this is very helpful for				false

		1994						LN		77		17		false		           17   anyone that you think might be able to use this.  It's				false

		1995						LN		77		18		false		           18   a slide show, so you can also go through the various				false

		1996						LN		77		19		false		           19   slides here, like I've shown in the prior functions.				false

		1997						LN		77		20		false		           20   Or you can also download the whole slide show right				false

		1998						LN		77		21		false		           21   here if you want to go through that process.  So you're				false

		1999						LN		77		22		false		           22   able to view it all at once here and also download it				false

		2000						LN		77		23		false		           23   as shown right here.				false

		2001						LN		77		24		false		           24            And we're getting close to the end and we				false

		2002						LN		77		25		false		           25   still don't have any raised hands.  So pretty soon, I				false

		2003						PG		78		0		false		page 78				false

		2004						LN		78		1		false		            1   will be calling on Tito to wrap up the public hearing.				false

		2005						LN		78		2		false		            2   But certainly, like I mentioned, you have an				false

		2006						LN		78		3		false		            3   opportunity to raise your hand until 8:00 if you				false

		2007						LN		78		4		false		            4   haven't done so already.  And for people on site at				false

		2008						LN		78		5		false		            5   Pico Rivera site can also submit any comment -- speaker				false

		2009						LN		78		6		false		            6   card request until then.				false

		2010						LN		78		7		false		            7            What I'd like to just spend a couple of				false

		2011						LN		78		8		false		            8   minutes on, now that we've seen most of the tool, then				false

		2012						LN		78		9		false		            9   this is the other very important component that's been				false

		2013						LN		78		10		false		           10   shared, the public comment form.  It's available in				false

		2014						LN		78		11		false		           11   English and in Spanish.  There's this link up here.				false

		2015						LN		78		12		false		           12   It's the same exact experience.  It's translated into				false

		2016						LN		78		13		false		           13   Spanish.  And as you can see, I have access to the				false

		2017						LN		78		14		false		           14   draft EIR.  We ask you to identify yourself as what				false

		2018						LN		78		15		false		           15   type of stakeholder, your contact information.  The				false

		2019						LN		78		16		false		           16   only required information is your ZIP code, but it's				false

		2020						LN		78		17		false		           17   very helpful when we have a name and other details just				false

		2021						LN		78		18		false		           18   to associate the comment and, you know, what it might				false

		2022						LN		78		19		false		           19   be in relation to what area of the community or area of				false

		2023						LN		78		20		false		           20   interest.				false

		2024						LN		78		21		false		           21            And then there's just tip to submit comments,				false

		2025						LN		78		22		false		           22   like I mentioned, that you could use as you're creating				false

		2026						LN		78		23		false		           23   your comment.  And then you can type your comment into				false

		2027						LN		78		24		false		           24   this comment box and you can upload additional files.				false

		2028						LN		78		25		false		           25   If you prepared it as a Word document or an attachment				false

		2029						PG		79		0		false		page 79				false

		2030						LN		79		1		false		            1   and you don't want to type anything, you just say, "My				false

		2031						LN		79		2		false		            2   comments are enclosed."  And then you upload your file,				false

		2032						LN		79		3		false		            3   and search through the files, upload them, and then				false

		2033						LN		79		4		false		            4   that should be it.  And you have up to 30 megabytes				false

		2034						LN		79		5		false		            5   that you can upload.  So that's plenty.  And if it's				false

		2035						LN		79		6		false		            6   not enough, please continue submitting comments as				false

		2036						LN		79		7		false		            7   needed.				false

		2037						LN		79		8		false		            8            Okay.  Tito, I think that wraps up a majority				false

		2038						LN		79		9		false		            9   of what I wanted to cover with this additional time				false

		2039						LN		79		10		false		           10   that we have in the public hearing.  So now we can				false

		2040						LN		79		11		false		           11   transition back to the slide show so we can start				false

		2041						LN		79		12		false		           12   closing out tonight's hearing.				false

		2042						LN		79		13		false		           13            But, again, I want to check one last time for				false

		2043						LN		79		14		false		           14   any additional participants that might be interested in				false

		2044						LN		79		15		false		           15   making a comment tonight.  I see none.				false

		2045						LN		79		16		false		           16            Okay.  Then, Tito, please go ahead and help us				false

		2046						LN		79		17		false		           17   close out tonight's hearing.				false

		2047						LN		79		18		false		           18            TITO CORONA:  Thank you, Edgar.				false

		2048						LN		79		19		false		           19            And as you are checking online, I'm also -- I				false

		2049						LN		79		20		false		           20   have the Pico Rivera council chamber peeking as well.				false

		2050						LN		79		21		false		           21   It looks like that's pretty much -- the audience there				false

		2051						LN		79		22		false		           22   has also concluded and left.  So I don't see anything				false

		2052						LN		79		23		false		           23   in Pico Rivera.  But, again, I want to thank those of				false

		2053						LN		79		24		false		           24   you who joined us in person in Pico River, but also				false

		2054						LN		79		25		false		           25   online.  We understand that there are many ways to				false

		2055						PG		80		0		false		page 80				false

		2056						LN		80		1		false		            1   participate in the public comment period, whether it's				false

		2057						LN		80		2		false		            2   through a hearing, online, in person.  Or if you're not				false

		2058						LN		80		3		false		            3   comfortable doing either, you can also do so at your				false

		2059						LN		80		4		false		            4   own leisure by submitting comments now through				false

		2060						LN		80		5		false		            5   August 29th.  You have plenty of time.  If information				false

		2061						LN		80		6		false		            6   that was shared tonight -- you need to go and review				false

		2062						LN		80		7		false		            7   more information on the online tool that Edgar just				false

		2063						LN		80		8		false		            8   shared, please do so and submit your comments.  You can				false

		2064						LN		80		9		false		            9   do so either in writing.  You can mail them to Jenny				false

		2065						LN		80		10		false		           10   Cristales-Cevallos, the project manager who presented				false

		2066						LN		80		11		false		           11   earlier today, who's at Metro at One Gateway Plaza,				false

		2067						LN		80		12		false		           12   MS 99-22-7 Los Angeles, California 90012.  You can also				false

		2068						LN		80		13		false		           13   do so using the tool that Edgar was discussing right				false

		2069						LN		80		14		false		           14   now, the online comment form, by going to				false

		2070						LN		80		15		false		           15   Metro.net/eastsidecomments.  Once again, that's				false

		2071						LN		80		16		false		           16   Metro.net/eastsidecomments.  Just submit your comments				false

		2072						LN		80		17		false		           17   online.  And that tool is available through				false

		2073						LN		80		18		false		           18   August 29th.  If you're not comfortable typing in all				false

		2074						LN		80		19		false		           19   your comments, you just want to verbally speak it like				false

		2075						LN		80		20		false		           20   you did tonight at the hearing or you didn't				false

		2076						LN		80		21		false		           21   participate in the hearing, but you want to do so in				false

		2077						LN		80		22		false		           22   private by telephone, you can also call our help line				false

		2078						LN		80		23		false		           23   at 213.922.3012.  Once again, that's area code				false

		2079						LN		80		24		false		           24   213.922.3012.  Now, there is one more public hearing				false

		2080						LN		80		25		false		           25   that we'll be having next week on Wednesday,				false

		2081						PG		81		0		false		page 81				false

		2082						LN		81		1		false		            1   August 17th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in Whittier at the				false

		2083						LN		81		2		false		            2   Whittier Community Center Gymnasium.  So, again, that				false

		2084						LN		81		3		false		            3   will be our last in-person meeting that we will be				false

		2085						LN		81		4		false		            4   having.  Again, this will be -- we'll begin with an				false

		2086						LN		81		5		false		            5   open house at the beginning.  So you can go to staff at				false

		2087						LN		81		6		false		            6   any of the stations we have, ask questions and you'll				false

		2088						LN		81		7		false		            7   get your answers there.  And then following that, we				false

		2089						LN		81		8		false		            8   will start with the presentation, just like we did				false

		2090						LN		81		9		false		            9   tonight.  And we will have our public hearing in person				false

		2091						LN		81		10		false		           10   at that gymnasium all starting at 6:00 p.m.  So with				false

		2092						LN		81		11		false		           11   that, you can also join us that way or you can still				false

		2093						LN		81		12		false		           12   submit your comments now.  If your comments are				false

		2094						LN		81		13		false		           13   submitted in person, online or via phone, it's all				false

		2095						LN		81		14		false		           14   weighed the same.  It's all considered and part of the				false

		2096						LN		81		15		false		           15   public document that we are working on.  So one more				false

		2097						LN		81		16		false		           16   time, the online interactive tool that Edgar just				false

		2098						LN		81		17		false		           17   shared is at Metro.net/eastside2022.				false

		2099						LN		81		18		false		           18            So it is now 8:00 p.m.  There are no more				false

		2100						LN		81		19		false		           19   additional questions through the hearing that Edgar was				false

		2101						LN		81		20		false		           20   participating in as our hearing officer.  So with that,				false

		2102						LN		81		21		false		           21   Thursday, August 11th, at 8:00 p.m., I want to thank				false

		2103						LN		81		22		false		           22   you all for joining us, and we are officially closing				false

		2104						LN		81		23		false		           23   the hearing and this meeting.  Thank you for joining us				false

		2105						LN		81		24		false		           24   tonight and I hope you have a good night.  Good night,				false

		2106						LN		81		25		false		           25   everyone.				false

		2107						PG		82		0		false		page 82				false

		2108						LN		82		1		false		            1            I, Jaclyn D. Kinsbursky, C.S.R. No. 13858 in				false

		2109						LN		82		2		false		            2            and for the State of California do hereby				false

		2110						LN		82		3		false		            3   certify:				false

		2111						LN		82		4		false		            4            That the foregoing proceedings were taken down				false

		2112						LN		82		5		false		            5   by me in shorthand at the time and place stated herein				false

		2113						LN		82		6		false		            6   and represent a true and accurate transcript of said				false

		2114						LN		82		7		false		            7   proceedings;				false

		2115						LN		82		8		false		            8            I further certify that I am not interested in				false

		2116						LN		82		9		false		            9   the event of the action.				false

		2117						LN		82		10		false		           10            Witness my hand this 26th day of August,				false

		2118						LN		82		11		false		           11   2022.				false

		2119						LN		82		12		false		           12				false

		2120						LN		82		13		false		           13				false

		2121						LN		82		14		false		           14				false

		2122						LN		82		15		false		           15				false

		2123						LN		82		16		false		           16				false

		2124						LN		82		17		false		           17				false

		2125						LN		82		18		false		           18				false

		2126						LN		82		19		false		           19				false

		2127						LN		82		20		false		           20				false

		2128						LN		82		21		false		           21				false

		2129						LN		82		22		false		           22            _____________________________________				false

		2130						LN		82		23		false		           23            JACLYN D. KINSBURSKY, C.S.R. No. 13858				false

		2131						LN		82		24		false		           24				false

		2132						LN		82		25		false		           25				false



		Index		MediaGroup		ID		FullPath		Duration		Offset













            1



            2



            3



            4



            5



            6                   EASTSIDE TRANSIT CORRIDOR



            7                        PUBLIC HEARING



            8                  THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2022



            9



           10



           11



           12



           13



           14



           15



           16



           17



           18



           19



           20



           21



           22



           23   REPORTED BY: JACLYN D. KINSBURSKY, CSR No. 13858



           24



           25



                                                                       1

�







            1                        PARTICIPANTS



            2   NAME



            3   TITO CORONA



            4   JENNY CRISTALES-CEVALLOS



            5   JAIME GUZMAN



            6   FERNANDO DUTRA



            7   EDGAR GUTIERREZ



            8   DK



            9   ARTURO HAY



           10   EDMOND VELOZ



           11   JORGE MARTINEZ



           12   MARINA MARTINEZ



           13   JIU YOON



           14   SERGIO ARANGULA



           15   SD



           16   ESTHER GARCIA



           17   JESSE GARCIA



           18   DOMINIC GONZALEZ



           19   MIKE MARTINEZ



           20   MAUDE MAJI



           21   BRICIA SATELLO



           22



           23



           24



           25



                                                                       2

�







            1                  EASTSIDE TRANSIT CORRIDOR



            2                       PUBLIC HEARING



            3                  THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2022



            4



            5            TITO CORONA:  Hi.  Good afternoon, everyone.



            6   My name is Tito Corona, Metro media relations manager.



            7   Thank you for joining us at 6:00 today.  This is our



            8   virtual meeting.  And it is also being simulcast at the



            9   city of Pico Rivera.  For the next couple of minutes --



           10   actually, the next ten minutes, there is an opportunity



           11   for people in Pico Rivera to view the open house slides



           12   and information or you can also do so if you're joining



           13   us online through the virtual tool, which we will be



           14   sharing right now in the next couple of minutes through



           15   a rotating screen.  So I'll be coming on periodically



           16   to provide announcements.  But, again, if you would



           17   like to see what type of boards or what information is



           18   available, there will be a rotating screen that you can



           19   see right now.  It should start, and there will be



           20   links that you can follow either by phone, scanning the



           21   QR code or just submitting the -- going online as well



           22   to get that information.  So there's a few



           23   opportunities to provide comment.  You'll be able to do



           24   it during the hearing if you would like to.  If you



           25   want to go online, you can do so right now and start
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            1   providing your comments already.  No need to wait for



            2   the presentation.  And this is available throughout the



            3   life of the comment period, which is through



            4   August 29th.  So with that, one more thing -- letting



            5   people know is that through this interpretation, we



            6   have English and Spanish available.  If you are



            7   listening in the English channel or if you hear me



            8   right now in English, I do ask you to please select the



            9   English channel as well at the bottom of your screen.



           10   There is an interpretation icon at the bottom of your



           11   screen.  It looks like a little globe.  Right now, it



           12   should say original audio.  Go ahead and select English



           13   if you prefer to hear me in English and Spanish if you



           14   prefer to hear it in Spanish.  The reason why we're



           15   asking you to select English instead of leaving it



           16   where it is is if we get any comments in Spanish, you



           17   will be able to hear the translation directly as the



           18   interpreter will be interpreting the Spanish to English



           19   live as we go.  So I'm going to make a quick



           20   announcement in Spanish, then we'll continue.



           21            (Speaking Spanish.)



           22            TITO CORONA:  Hi and welcome.  Thank you for



           23   joining us again.  For those of you that are online



           24   watching this, we do have an open house in the city of



           25   Pico Rivera.  We are sharing the information online as
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            1   well.  We will begin at around 6:10 with the video.  So



            2   what we're doing right now is rotating a couple of



            3   slides for the purposes of allowing you to provide



            4   comments, if you would like to do so now, or also



            5   access our online interactive tool, which has the



            6   information that we are presenting at all the open



            7   houses, and it'll allow you to see what is being



            8   provided.  For those of you that are at the city of



            9   Pico Rivera, Council Chambers, thank you for joining



           10   us.  Again, this is your opportunity for the next five



           11   minutes or the next four minutes to walk around and



           12   talk with staff.  Once we start the hearing, when we



           13   take comments, again, these comments will be responded



           14   to in the following environmental document.  We will



           15   not be responding to comments in person today.  All we



           16   are doing is taking official comments, which will be,



           17   again, considered into the final environmental



           18   document.  So this is your opportunity.  If you are in



           19   the city of Pico Rivera and you want to talk to staff,



           20   go ahead and do so right now, and they should be able



           21   to speak with you.  So, again, thank you for joining



           22   us.  I see a few people sitting in the Council



           23   Chambers.  Thanks for joining us.  For those of you



           24   that are online, thank you again.  This is your



           25   opportunity to go online and either provide comments or
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            1   check out the interactive tool.  And I will be on in



            2   another couple of minutes, and we'll start with then



            3   video and going with the presentations.  Thanks again.



            4            (Recess taken.)



            5            TITO CORONA:  All right.  It is 6:10.  And we



            6   are here to start this presentation.  Again, thank you



            7   everybody for joining us.  Today is Thursday,



            8   August 11th, at 6:10 p.m.  And for those of you that



            9   are in the city of Pico Rivera, if you are speaking to



           10   staff, this is your opportunity to take your seats.  We



           11   will get started.  Once again, my name is Tito Corona,



           12   Metro Media relations manager for the East Side,



           13   Phase 2 transit corridor project, also the gold line



           14   extension pretty much what it is.  And this is an



           15   opportunity to provide official comment on the draft



           16   environmental impact report.  That's what we're here



           17   for today.  We're doing this online and in person.  If



           18   you are in the city of Pico Rivera Council Chambers,



           19   this will be a chance for you to also provide comment



           20   should you elect to speak when the opportunity arises



           21   once we start the hearing.  Before we get started, I



           22   did make an announcement at the beginning.  But as



           23   always, you know, some people -- you know, this



           24   includes myself.  We don't always join on time.  So the



           25   announcement that I made in the beginning, I'll have to
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            1   make again so everybody who's listening right now can



            2   listen in and participate in the same manner.  So for



            3   those of you who are listening in English, I'm going to



            4   prefer to hear it in English.  There is a button at the



            5   bottom of the screen.  I'm asking you to please



            6   select -- press what's called the interpretation button



            7   at the bottom of your screen, it looks like a little



            8   globe, and select English audio.  You are hearing me



            9   right now in English, but should we have a Spanish



           10   speaker in the English channel will be where you will



           11   hear the interpretation from Spanish to English.  So if



           12   you do not switch over to English, all you will hear is



           13   the Spanish speaker and not the translation.  So we



           14   would ask you to please do so right now by selecting



           15   the English language feature on the interpretation



           16   tool.  I'll make that announcement now in Spanish.



           17            (Speaking Spanish.)



           18            TITO CORONA:  Again, thank you for joining us.



           19   We are going to start a video right now.  And once we



           20   complete the video, we'll be back.



           21            (Video played.)



           22            TITO CORONA:  All right.  Thanks for joining



           23   us.  And as we switch to the presentation once again,



           24   this is the environmental impact report -- draft



           25   environmental impact report hearing today to discuss --
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            1   to present and also discuss the draft findings, and



            2   then we will take official comments when we start the



            3   hearing later today.  But before we do so, I do want to



            4   acknowledge that someone in the audience would like



            5   to -- please invite them over to provide comments and



            6   welcoming as well.  And that is our Metro Board



            7   director and also counsel member for the City of



            8   Whittier, Mr. Fernando Dutra.



            9            MR. DUTRA:  Hi.  Can you guys hear me okay?



           10            TITO CORONA:  Yes.  Loud and clear.



           11            MR. DUTRA:  That's great.  Thank you.  So just



           12   so it happens that I'm on the road on the freeway.  I'm



           13   on my way from LA to Whittier, and I'm stuck in



           14   traffic, and it looks like it's going to be about an



           15   hour and ten minutes to get home.  So I can't tell you



           16   how motivated I am to obviously make our trips from Los



           17   Angeles and back to Whittier quicker.  And I think the



           18   Metro -- I know our east sideline will do so.  So I



           19   want to thank everybody for showing up tonight, being



           20   there.  You know, personally, I've been working on this



           21   for the last, gosh, over 12 years or so.  And I know



           22   that a lot of you have concerns.  I share some of your



           23   concerns relative to security, to business disruption



           24   and traffic.  But I can tell you that because we have



           25   several projects in Los Angeles that Metro has
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            1   developed similar to our project, there are lessons



            2   learned that our project can take advantage of.  And



            3   because we're very aware of the concerns relative to



            4   security and traffic and business disruption, we have



            5   an opportunity to mitigate those concerns.  And that's



            6   what my job will be, along with Metro's, is to take



            7   those concerns into consideration and figure out ways



            8   of mitigating them.  And so I'm very, very excite about



            9   this opportunity that's going to provide an economic



           10   boost to the entire region, you know, not just an



           11   economic boost, but social boost as well, you know, by



           12   providing housing, what they call transient-oriented



           13   development projects along the way, and also clustering



           14   work opportunities as well, creating jobs.  And so I'm



           15   very excited about it.  I can tell you that you have --



           16   from Metro, you have an incredible team representing



           17   this alignment.  And I'm very confident that they'll be



           18   able to answer the questions once we have an



           19   opportunity to do so.  And I look forward to your



           20   participation.  So thank you very much.



           21            TITO CORONA:  Thank you again, Director Dutra.



           22   And thanks again for joining us tonight.  I hopefully,



           23   the traffic situation does get better for you.



           24            But, again, that's why we're here tonight, is



           25   to discuss the connections between -- from Whittier all
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            1   the way to Downtown LA and connecting onto the existing



            2   terminus of the gold line and East LA and taking it all



            3   the way to Whittier.



            4            So tonight, we are here to talk about the



            5   draft environmental impact report, once again, share



            6   what the latest findings are and prepare that



            7   information for you.  And then once that is concluded,



            8   again, we will start the hearing, which will be an



            9   opportunity to take your comments.  Again, we will



           10   receive your comments.  Unfortunately, because of the



           11   way the hearing works, comments will be responded to in



           12   the following environmental impact report document,



           13   which will be the final.  Comments are not responded to



           14   immediately because, again, they have to be considered



           15   into the document and responded to formally.  So that's



           16   how it's going to work tonight.  So we'll provide more



           17   information on that as we approach the hearing.



           18            But, again, I did want to thank you for



           19   joining us tonight.  We do have quite a bit of



           20   information to share with you.  I do want to let you



           21   know that, again, this meeting is being recorded for



           22   the purposes of capturing all the information



           23   appropriately as your comments are also being



           24   transcribed by a live court reporter.  But, again, we



           25   are using the recording as a backup for this as well.
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            1            We want to also introduce the fact that we



            2   have the project team that we presented tonight.



            3   You'll get an overview from our project manager, Jenny



            4   Cristales-Cevallos.  And then once Jenny has concluded



            5   her portion, she'll be followed by our technical



            6   consultant, which is Jaime Ortiz, who will be providing



            7   some information on that.  And then I will come back



            8   and then provide additional information on how to



            9   provide comments and types of comments that would be



           10   appreciated.  And then I'll introduce Edgar Gutierrez,



           11   who will be our hearing officer, and he will begin the



           12   hearing to take your formal comments.  Again, the way



           13   we are working tonight, once that starts, we will ask



           14   you to raise your hand and you will be called on in the



           15   order that you're in.



           16            We also are taking comments in person at the



           17   city of Pico Rivera Council Chambers where I see a few



           18   people that are sitting in the audience.  Thank you for



           19   joining us.  If you would like to speak, you will make



           20   arrangements with the folks that are supporting us at



           21   the location.  And if you look to your left, there is a



           22   camera that is looking at you.  You'll just come and



           23   stand to the camera that is facing you, and you will



           24   provide your comments there once your name is called.



           25   So just letting you know again, to your the far left is
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            1   where we see you right now, and that's where you will



            2   go and provide your comments.  And we will have staff



            3   there as well to instruct you on what's going on.



            4            So let's go over the agenda for tonight.  I



            5   think I just provided most of what we're going to be



            6   doing.  The presentation, the project overview by



            7   Jenny.  Draft EIR highlights by Jaime.  How to make



            8   comments, and the next steps will be where I come in,



            9   and then we'll do the formal comments until 8:00.  And



           10   if we finish earlier, we'll provide additional



           11   information as far as just going over a couple of items



           12   that we have available for you as tools to do this.



           13            Once again, this is being live streamed at the



           14   Pico Rivera Council Chambers.  And we ask everybody,



           15   once we get closer to the comments, please practice



           16   respect to all your colleagues and fellow community



           17   members who are there.  Respect everyone's comments.



           18   Everyone has an opportunity to say what they're feeling



           19   and saying and they should feel comfortable and



           20   confident in what they're saying.



           21            So with that, I think -- I don't see any



           22   additional folks in the audience to introduce.  So I



           23   will come back later on.  What I will do now is go on



           24   to the next slide and introduce our project manager,



           25   Jenny Cristales-Cevallos, who will take you on from
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            1   this point on.



            2            Jenny.



            3            JENNY CRISTALES-CEVALLOS:  Hi.  Good evening,



            4   everyone.  And thank you once again for participating



            5   either online or at the city of Pico Rivera Council



            6   Chambers.  Again, this is a critical milestone, and



            7   we're looking forward to your comments and listening to



            8   your comments to then respond to those in the final



            9   environmental document.



           10            I'm going to provide a quick project overview



           11   and as well as how to navigate the environmental



           12   document -- the draft EIR that is available online and



           13   also at our public libraries.  And from there, as Tito



           14   mentioned, I will be handing it over to Jaime Guzman



           15   who's our consultant and will talk about some of those



           16   topics that we heard during the last round of community



           17   meetings.



           18            So as we mentioned in the past, East Side



           19   Phase 2 is a Measure M project.  And essentially what



           20   we're doing is following that project timeline that's



           21   in front of you here on this slide.  What we're looking



           22   at doing is we're currently now in the environmental



           23   phase, which, again, we released the draft



           24   environmental document, which provides a lot of



           25   analysis in terms of environmental impacts and benefits
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            1   of the project in this document.  So we released that



            2   June 30th.



            3            We're looking for environmental clearance by



            4   2023, with final design in 2028 and construction in



            5   2029.  So as the board moves forward to making a



            6   decision on a locally preferred alternative, as you can



            7   see here, based on this timeline, there's going to



            8   still be quite a bit of time between -- you know,



            9   through final design to when we start construction in



           10   2029.  And that's primarily because that's when we



           11   receive Measure M funding of $3 billion in 2029 for



           12   construction.  And with that, we would be open for



           13   service in 2035.



           14            This project is a priority project for the



           15   board.  So it's one of four projects -- four rail



           16   projects that the Metro board is interested in



           17   prioritizing to the open -- for the Olympics in 2028;



           18   however, the board still needs to make that decision.



           19   Several elements need to be in place such as funding,



           20   the technical work.  And all of these things need to



           21   work together for the Metro board to then potentially



           22   accelerate the project.  But for now, that decision has



           23   now taken place and we are on the measure and project



           24   timeline as shown on this slide.  And more importantly,



           25   at the bottom, as you've seen, there's ongoing public
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            1   participation through the entire process all the way



            2   through opening of service.



            3            Next slide.



            4            So the proposed project, which is



            5   Alternative 1, as we're studying the three build



            6   alternatives in the -- project in the draft



            7   environmental document, the proposed project is the



            8   approximately nine miles of the extension that goes



            9   from the existing Atlantic Pomona station to the city



           10   of Whittier and it has several different



           11   configurations.  So I'll talk a little bit more about



           12   the alignment itself and, of course, Alternatives 2



           13   and 3 run the same alignment.



           14            So we have six proposed stations -- seven



           15   proposed stations with the Atlantic homeowner



           16   relocated.  So we have three underground stations of



           17   Atlantic and Pomona, Atlantic and Whittier, and then



           18   Commerce and Citadel.  After Commerce and Citadel,



           19   getting closer to where we have the proposed site for



           20   the option site for the maintenance storage facility



           21   site, we then go into an aerial configuration.  And



           22   what that means is a structure -- essentially the



           23   alignment or the project, the train would go on a



           24   structure, on columns, up to Greenwood in the city of



           25   Montebello.  And that's essentially our baseline
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            1   project.



            2            We're also looking at a design option through



            3   the city of Montebello, which is an at-grade option,



            4   that would begin at Garfield and would then traverse



            5   through the city of Montebello at Greenwood at an



            6   at-grade, which is street level, street running.  From



            7   there, from Greenwood, it would then go street running,



            8   median running on Washington Boulevard with a station



            9   at Rosemead and the city of Pico Rivera, and also



           10   Norwalk and Santa Fe Springs and Lambert in the city of



           11   Whittier.



           12            So as looking at -- looking at the different



           13   alternatives, as you can see here, we have the initial



           14   operating segments which allows us flexibility to build



           15   a project in phases.  And so that's what's being



           16   studied to see which of these are environmentally



           17   superior alternative, which our consultant team will



           18   talk about what that means in terms of environmental



           19   superior alternative.



           20            So Alternative 2 is initial operating segment



           21   to Commerce, which is 3.2 miles.  It includes three



           22   underground stations -- Atlantic/Pomona,



           23   Atlantic/Whittier, and Commerce/Citadel.  And then also



           24   Alternative 3 -- to Greenwood is 4.6 miles, which would



           25   go from Atlantic/Pomona, you know, with the three
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            1   underground stations up to the city of Montebello at



            2   Greenwood.  Once again, those include the design



            3   options for Atlantic and Pomona and also design option



            4   at Greenwood, which would be at-grade or aerial, and



            5   the same goes for the station at Greenwood.



            6            Next slide.



            7            So as part of our project or as part of the



            8   East Side Phase 2 and all the projects when Metro



            9   extends lines, we have to identify maintenance storage



           10   facilities site.  And what we do at these sites is that



           11   we store our light rail vehicles and also maintain



           12   them, wash them, do maintenance on them.  And so in



           13   this case, we have two site options that are being



           14   studied in the draft environmental document, one in the



           15   city of Commerce and the other in Montebello.



           16            As you can see here, the Commerce site is a



           17   little smaller with 24 acres roughly -- approximately



           18   24 acres.  And it could house up to a hundred light



           19   rail vehicles.  And this site is between Saybrook and



           20   Davie, which has a connection from the alternative.  So



           21   as you can see here, from the proposed project, the



           22   green areas where we go in an aerial configuration, and



           23   then the aerial again configuration is the pink line as



           24   well.  That's when we transition from the green to the



           25   pink.  And those are lead tracks or tracks that go into
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            1   the maintenance storage facility site.



            2            The second site option is in the city of



            3   Montebello.  And roughly, that's between Yates and Vail



            4   along Washington.  And this is one is approximately



            5   about 30 acres, which has a capacity of storing close



            6   to 120 light rail vehicles.  The these maintenance



            7   storage facility sites, depending on the alternative,



            8   will be served.  So, for example, the Commerce site



            9   could be served by all three alternatives, and then



           10   also the Alternative 3; however, Alternative 2 would be



           11   only the maintenance storage facility site in Commerce.



           12            Next slide.



           13            So currently, the project is being studied



           14   through the California Environmental Quality Act.  So



           15   what we're looking to do is to stay compliant and get



           16   the project environmentally cleared through CEQA.  And



           17   what CEQA does is that it looks at the short-term,



           18   long-term and also combination of projects that are



           19   nearby as ways to look at all the impacts related to



           20   that.  As part of that, we look at existing conditions



           21   as well.  And in this case, we looked at 2019 just



           22   because we knew that the pandemic might have changed



           23   some of the information as we were looking at that.



           24   Also, this gave us an opportunity, in terms of starting



           25   the draft environmental document again, our grade
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            1   crossing policy analysis.  Essentially, we use this



            2   grade crossing policy analysis across all Metro



            3   projects to look at how we can travel through, whether



            4   can we go at street level or do we need to go in an



            5   aerial configuration above or underground.  So we had



            6   an opportunity to evaluate this once again through this



            7   environmental document.



            8            We also considered all the comments be heard



            9   during the public meeting since 2019, including all the



           10   scoping meetings.  This also considers best management



           11   practices and lessons learned since Metro has been



           12   building projects for quite sometime now.  We had a lot



           13   of lessons learned.  And it also includes mitigation



           14   measures.  And essentially, we'll talk a little bit



           15   more of what mitigation measure means a little later in



           16   the presentation.



           17            Next slide.



           18            So here I'd like to briefly provide a quick



           19   orientation to the draft environmental document, where



           20   you can go to find information.  So the draft



           21   environmental document is essentially two volumes, and



           22   each one -- I mean, the Volume 1 has an executive



           23   summary that could provide you all the information you



           24   need.  But if you'd like to get into more detail, you



           25   can also go into Chapter 3, which is where we have the
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            1   environmental evaluation.  This is where all the topics



            2   are discussed individually and analyzed.



            3            We'll talk a little bit more about what those



            4   sections mean in the next slide.  But for now, the



            5   executive summary again, it comprises of all the



            6   information in a very concise way.  We'll show examples



            7   of the table.  Also, it has the project description in



            8   Chapter 2, so you can familiar yourself with a lot of



            9   the elements that are included in building a light rail



           10   project and including more specifically for the east



           11   side project.  Also, again, Chapter 3 is where we have



           12   a lot of that evaluation and then other CEQA



           13   evaluations.



           14            More importantly, what I'd like to point out



           15   is Chapter 5.  That's where we do a comparison of all



           16   the alternatives, including alternatives that were



           17   studied previously for this project.  We've heard a lot



           18   throughout our community meetings about the



           19   transportation management systems, and that is one that



           20   is also discussed there.  More importantly, we have



           21   also Chapter 6, which includes our public outreach.



           22   The rest are just our information related to having



           23   some references, such as a list of preparers and



           24   acronyms.  Also, in Volume 2, that's where we include



           25   our advanced conceptual engineering drawings, so you



                                                                      20

�







            1   can get to know exactly where the stations are, how the



            2   alignment will be running through your communities.



            3            Next slide.



            4            So breaking apart Chapter 3 from the



            5   environmental document, that's where we have the



            6   different topics.  Each topic -- and we have here as an



            7   example is the transportation and traffic topic, which



            8   the section then breaks it down in terms of how the



            9   analysis was done.  So we look at regulatory framework,



           10   which looks at all applicable laws, whether it's state



           11   law, federal law and also local law or ordinances from



           12   our local cities.  That information is outlined there.



           13            Then we also talk about the methodology of how



           14   the data was gathered and evaluated.  And then from



           15   there, we have a threshold of significance.  So CEQA



           16   specifies thresholds that we evaluate against to



           17   understand what are some of those impacts.  Existing



           18   settings is where we start to talk a little bit more



           19   about what the conditions are in 2019.  And then as we



           20   start to look at the analysis, then the impact



           21   evaluation occurs where we start to compare the project



           22   elements with those existing conditions, look at those



           23   CEQA thresholds to determine if an impact does occur.



           24            From there, project measures and mitigation



           25   measures are applied to see if we can lessen that
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            1   impact.  And then also, we have significance of after



            2   mitigation.  Again, it's a determination of the impact



            3   if a mitigation is applied.  So we're really trying to



            4   look at what are those impacts, if there is an impact,



            5   mitigate that by trying to lessen it.  And then from



            6   there, we have another determination that concludes



            7   really the level of impact.



            8            Next slide.



            9            So you'll see that in the -- and throughout



           10   the document, there are summary tables.  And in this



           11   case, we also have summary tables in each of the



           12   sections.  And this can be a resourceful table because



           13   this will outline and summarize if there are any



           14   impacts, such as no impact, less than significant, less



           15   than significant with the mitigation measure or is it



           16   significant and unavoidable.  And so what that does is



           17   that this table will hopefully help you identify what



           18   are those key areas or topics that you want to look at



           19   and is there some kind of an impact.  So hopefully,



           20   these tables at each -- the end of each topic area will



           21   help you navigate the document better.



           22            Next slide.



           23            So through the environmental process and also



           24   our design process, we follow project regulations and



           25   standards, everything from the design and also what's
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            1   included in the environmental document.  We look at our



            2   Metro rail design criteria, and this is what really



            3   guides our design as well.  But we also work with



            4   regulatory agencies, such as Caltrans, and also



            5   California Public Utilities Commission who looks at



            6   safety at all of our at-grade crossings.  So, again,



            7   this is a very coordinated approach to ensure we're



            8   meeting standards from all the various agencies that we



            9   interact with throughout the entire corridor.  So those



           10   regulations are met and we constantly and continue to



           11   coordinate, but just through the environmental process,



           12   but also through construction and operations.



           13            And I also wanted to mention what a mitigation



           14   measure is.  Again, mitigation measure means a way for



           15   us to include a measure that will hopefully prevent,



           16   reduce or control adverse environmental effects that we



           17   can better manage any impacts to the community.  Once



           18   again, what we're trying to do with the draft



           19   environmental impact report is to lessen the impacts in



           20   the community so that we have less disruption and that



           21   we work with the community as we start to advance the



           22   project further.



           23            Next slide.



           24            So I wanted to talk a little bit more about



           25   the tables as mentioned.  And what this table is
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            1   showing here is a summary of impacts.  And this is a



            2   table that you can find in the executive summary.



            3            Now, I want to draw your attention to the



            4   darker gray areas.  And that's where we see significant



            5   unavoidable impacts.  And in this case, these are



            6   not -- these are typical of a light rail project or a



            7   project of this magnitude.  For the most part, where we



            8   see the significant unavoidable impacts are within



            9   cultural resources, which Jaime Guzman will go into



           10   detail.  But these significant unavoidable impacts, if



           11   you look closely, they are related to the Commerce



           12   maintenance storage facility site.



           13            Then with geology and soils, which perhaps



           14   also Jaime can get into a little more detail, where we



           15   typically see significant unavoidable impacts is with



           16   the use of the tunnel boring machine.  So essentially,



           17   as we've been talking to the community, in order to



           18   construct the underground segment, we would use a



           19   tunnel boring machine.  And essentially, what that is a



           20   giant drill, which makes it very difficult for us to be



           21   able to monitor any paleontological resources in the



           22   area.  And so with that, we have a significant



           23   unavoidable impact, but, again, very typical when a TBM



           24   machine is used.



           25            So what we hope that the audience and all the
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            1   stakeholders, the community members understand is that



            2   hopefully that the executive summary can provide you or



            3   be of a resource for you to navigate through the



            4   environmental documents.  So there are specific things



            5   or specific topics, such as noise or air quality.  This



            6   will give you an idea of whether -- how much of an



            7   impact the project has in the environment.



            8            So with that, I am going to pass it along to



            9   Jaime Guzman.  He will be going over a couple of topics



           10   that we know have been of a concern to the community.



           11   Again, we're excited that -- the community's



           12   involvement and providing comments, and we hope that



           13   you continue to review our environmental document and



           14   participate.



           15            Jaime.



           16            JAIME GUZMAN:  Great.  Thank you, Jaime.  I



           17   appreciate that.



           18            Again, thank you for joining us today.  We



           19   are -- I wanted to talk to you a little bit about the



           20   results that we have in the environmental document.  As



           21   Jenny mentioned, we have the impact summarized in the



           22   executive summary.  These tables are very full of



           23   information and they can provide you with a snapshot of



           24   what is in the rest of the document.  The other aspect



           25   that we try to make clear in the document is when these



                                                                      25

�







            1   impacts would occur.



            2            So not everything is going to be impacted at



            3   the same time and not everything is going to be -- have



            4   an impact let's say doing construction and operations.



            5   So there are differences in timing of when some of



            6   these impacts would occur.  And all of that is laid out



            7   in the document.



            8            Now, it is large document.  We understand that



            9   it can be difficult to navigate it.  And so what I want



           10   to show you and talk with you through is some of the



           11   topics where we found either significant unavoidable



           12   impacts, such as this one, cultural resources, or where



           13   we've had input from the community that has concerns



           14   about a certain topic and they wanted to understand how



           15   the project would affect it.



           16            In terms of cultural resources, which is found



           17   in Section 3.4, the potential impact that we have is an



           18   impact to a resource that is the Vail field industrial



           19   addition historic district in the city of Commerce.



           20   This is an industrial historic district that is not



           21   designated as such, but it came across from our



           22   research.  And what happens in this area is that this



           23   area would be the area that would be selected for the



           24   Commerce maintenance facility.  And the construction of



           25   this maintenance facility, along with the tracks to get
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            1   there -- in and out of there would require property



            2   acquisition and demolition of some of the buildings



            3   there that -- some of them are historic, but part of



            4   what makes this a district is that every single one of



            5   them contributes to the overall aspect of this area.



            6            And so the alternatives that would affect this



            7   are:  Alternative 1, which is the entire length if they



            8   used the Commerce maintenance facility; Alternative 2,



            9   which only has the Commerce maintenance facility as an



           10   option; and Alternative 3, if the Commerce maintenance



           11   facility is chosen.



           12            With the property acquisition of historic



           13   resources, that can be done.  There are some mitigation



           14   that can be done to preserve some of the history that



           15   includes, you know, photo records, other ways to make



           16   sure that the resource is documented, as well as



           17   potentially providing signage to the -- that discusses



           18   the importance of this area.  However, because we are



           19   still going to be needing the properties and needing to



           20   take these properties for the maintenance facility, it



           21   would remain a significant and unavoidable impact, even



           22   with some of this mitigation.



           23            Next slide.



           24            Another -- one of the many topics that we look



           25   at is hydrology and water quality, which is
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            1   Section 3.9.  In this one specifically, we're looking



            2   at potential impacts to the rivers that are in this



            3   area, the Rio Hondo and Gabriel River.  The potential



            4   issue we look at is how will reconstruction of these



            5   two bridges, which they will be completely



            6   reconstructed, affect flow within the river, any



            7   pollutant concentrations and -- during construction and



            8   will the new piers affect the operations.



            9            The alternative that would affect the rivers



           10   would be Alternative 1, because that's the one that



           11   goes through the rivers.  And what we've done is after



           12   evaluating the type of construction that is proposed,



           13   which is -- as Jenny mentioned, is in Volume 2 of the



           14   report, and also the type of typical construction



           15   activities that's could occur, there are some



           16   mitigations that we can implement.  We have hydrology



           17   mitigation, which is to isolate areas to make sure



           18   that -- or to wait for the times when those areas are



           19   not full of water.



           20            But if they're -- even when they're not full



           21   of water, there is some potential for release of



           22   hazardous materials if it is not done correctly.  And a



           23   lot of the hazardous materials, regulations -- it's



           24   highly regulated by other agencies.  But we have



           25   included some additional mitigation, such as a soil and
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            1   groundwater management plant, also making sure that the



            2   area is kept clean if, you know, any construction --



            3   hazardous materials are used, such as gasoline and



            4   things like that, that they're isolated so that they



            5   don't impact the system here.  And what we expect after



            6   that mitigation is that there would be less significant



            7   impacts.



            8            Another thing that we look at pertaining to



            9   the rivers is the actual construction and the effects



           10   to traffic.  And we'll talk about traffic a little bit



           11   later, but specifically to the river construction, you



           12   know, we want to make sure that the management plan



           13   doesn't allow the two bridges to be constructed at the



           14   same time.  It doesn't need to do that.  It also allows



           15   for part of the bridge to be reconstructed while the



           16   other one is still available for traffic.  So there are



           17   a lot of those traffic management plans that will be



           18   talked about in a bit that can be helpful to try to



           19   minimize construction impacts while the bridges are



           20   being reconstructed.



           21            Next slide, please.



           22            Another big topic that we hear a lot about is



           23   noise, and in particular noise to residences, as well



           24   as to other substantive uses, such as hospitals and



           25   parks.  And for a lot of the alignment, it is very
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            1   industrial or commercial, but there are some parks that



            2   go along, you know, existing housing.  And particularly



            3   around those areas, what tends to cause a lot of the --



            4   most of the noise and some of vibration impacts is



            5   where the tracks cross over, so where there's some gaps



            6   in the metal, because they may need to cross over into



            7   the other tracks, and that happens around the station



            8   areas.



            9            So through the process of the advanced



           10   engineering, the preliminary engineering that we've



           11   done, we've actually gone through and tried to place



           12   those such that they're not directly in front of



           13   residences.  That hasn't always been the case or



           14   possible due to some distance requirements, but



           15   wherever possible, that's been done.  For when things



           16   can't be placed that far away from residences, we do



           17   have some mitigations that try to minimize the



           18   vibration and noise that is coming out of those by



           19   using a certain type of padding underneath in those



           20   areas or using a special type of track so that it



           21   minimizes that wheel on wheel noise and vibration



           22   sound.  And so what we expect is through those



           23   mitigation measures and the sign that's currently



           24   there, we should expect some less significant impacts



           25   to noises in residential areas.
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            1            Next slide.



            2            Emergency access is very important, and it



            3   has -- it is related to traffic, which is in



            4   Section 3.12.  And so one of the things that we look at



            5   is how our emergency service is being impacted.



            6   Obviously, a lot of this happens during construction.



            7   But even after construction, depending on how it's



            8   designed, it could effect, you know, the crossing of



            9   streets and things like that.



           10            Well, one of the things that we do in



           11   construction is traffic management plans, which is a



           12   requirement and it's also added as a mitigation here.



           13   That requires preparation of a plan and then having the



           14   city that it's going through or jurisdiction that it's



           15   going through, as well as stakeholders, including



           16   police and fire, looking at those and approving those



           17   before any construction happens.  There will be an



           18   opportunity for those agencies, as well as the public,



           19   to weigh in on those.



           20            In addition to that, some preliminary



           21   coordination has begun with some of the fire providers



           22   about the project, and more will continue as part of



           23   the project as it goes to develop into a final design.



           24   And so impacts we anticipate will be less significant



           25   with that coordination in place.
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            1            Next slide.



            2            For traffic, we looked at the potential



            3   impacts in construction and detours and hall routes,



            4   looking at lane closures, you know, lane closures, and



            5   how it can impact businesses and local access.  All



            6   three alternatives have the potential to affect that.



            7   Even if it's fully underground, there are going to be



            8   some areas that are at-grade construction for the



            9   stations.  So there is mitigation, as I mentioned, that



           10   we would have coordination with the local jurisdictions



           11   and local stakeholders for traffic management plans.



           12   And then there's a lot of project measures or standards



           13   that we have to abide by or that Metro already



           14   implements because of previous construction projects



           15   experience that would result in less significant



           16   impact.



           17            Next slide.



           18            So one of the things that we are required to



           19   evaluate in the environmental document as part of CEQA



           20   is to make a determination of an environmentally



           21   superior alternative.  Now, this determination is



           22   strictly based on the analysis that's performed in the



           23   document, looking at all of the impact determinations



           24   for all the different topics, as well as the extent of



           25   mitigations that are required.  Based on those, the
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            1   environmental superior alternative in this document is



            2   Alternative 3, with the -- which is the initial



            3   operating segment from East Los Angeles to Montebello



            4   using the Montebello maintenance faculty.



            5            Now, there is another term that some of you or



            6   many of you may be familiar with, which is the locally



            7   preferred alternative.  And these two are not



            8   necessarily the same alternative.  So the locally



            9   preferred alternative is an alternative that would be



           10   selected by the board -- Metro board after input from



           11   the environmental document, as well as any public



           12   comments and reviews of project benefits.  And it may



           13   coincide with the environmental superior alternative,



           14   but it could also be a different alternative based on



           15   these other influences.  The locally preferred



           16   alternative is the one that will be then moved forward



           17   to evaluate in the final document.



           18            So one of the things -- and we'll kind of jump



           19   into the -- the next part of it is:  Can you make a



           20   comment on the environmental superior alternative



           21   during this period?  And the answer is absolutely yes.



           22   And we would like for you, as you review the document,



           23   to look at what the conclusions are and then, you know,



           24   provide some input, if you have any, on that, because



           25   that definitely -- public input has a lot of, you know,
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            1   influence into how the locally preferred alternative is



            2   done at a later time.



            3            Next slide.



            4            So with that, I wanted just to give an overall



            5   discussion and just some tips about how your comments



            6   can make an impact.  I think there's definitely -- any



            7   comments are welcome.  And we certainly want to



            8   encourage everybody to provide something.  But I think



            9   one of the things that we would like to see and that we



           10   ask is that your comments -- try to be as specific as



           11   possible.  And about environmental issues, things that



           12   are in the document or that you felt should have been



           13   in the document, but weren't.  And I think that can



           14   help us, one, craft a good response to you so that we



           15   can, you know, talk about where it might be in the



           16   document if it wasn't clear from the beginning or, you



           17   know, something that we can recommend for further study



           18   as the design goes forward.



           19            We would like to also get some input on the



           20   mitigation measures that are proposed.  Mitigation



           21   measures are being proposed.  They're not set in stone.



           22   And a lot of times, people just assume that, well,



           23   that's just something we can't change.  And that's not



           24   true.  And a lot of times, mitigation measures are



           25   important for a lot of communities to get their say on
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            1   it.  So we really would like for you to take a look at



            2   those carefully.  If you have any input on them, please



            3   provide that.  And that can help us also shift -- or



            4   shape how the ultimate project looks.



            5            Once the comments are compiled towards the end



            6   of the month, we will start the response to comments.



            7   They will all be reviewed and they will all be



            8   considered, and they will be given to the board for



            9   decision making on the project.  And the final



           10   document -- the final EIR will have all the responses



           11   individually responded to -- all the comments



           12   individually responded to.  And that will be publicly



           13   available where you can review the responses and look



           14   at how we responded to your comments.



           15            And then with that, I think I'll send it over



           16   to Tito.  So thank you.



           17            TITO CORONA:  Thank you, Jaime.



           18            And, again, we're getting close to starting



           19   the public comment portion of this presentation in our



           20   meeting.  So quickly, what we're doing for next steps,



           21   we are going to review all the comments that are being



           22   submitted and incorporate it into the public record.



           23   Again, tonight, we are taking your comments, and they



           24   will be responded to in the final environmental impact



           25   report -- environmental impact statement.
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            1            Tonight, we are only taking the comments.



            2   This is what we've been doing for the previous meetings



            3   that we've had in person as well.  During the hearing,



            4   opportunity to provide your comments will be captured,



            5   and then we will, again, incorporate them into the



            6   environmental document.  And, again, what we've been



            7   doing in person is we are also allowing for people to



            8   speak with staff who can provide answers immediately



            9   before and after the hearings.  But for how we're going



           10   to do with the hearing is we're going to provide you an



           11   opportunity to provide your comments at 90 seconds.



           12   That will be captured, and then we'll move on to the



           13   next folks.  I'll provide a little bit more update on



           14   that.  I just wanted to let you know how this is



           15   happening.



           16            So once we are done with the comments, and the



           17   comment period closes on August 29th, we will go to the



           18   Metro board for decision.  And that will be for the



           19   locally preferred alternative selection.  And that will



           20   be sometime later this year.  Following that, we will



           21   release the final environmental impact report.  And,



           22   again, it will be available for review.  And there will



           23   be a decision at the Metro board, you know, to certify



           24   and move forward with the CEQA portion of it.



           25            Again, everything is subject to change.
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            1   Timeline may change.  Additional reports may be



            2   required or requested.  So, again, this is just a



            3   tentative schedule, but I do want to provide you with



            4   what the next steps are now.



            5            Going to the next page, we'll go over where



            6   the draft EIR is available for public review and



            7   comment.  Again, you have until August 29th to provide



            8   your comments.  You can mail them to Jenny



            9   Cristales-Cevallos.  You can also go online to our



           10   online comment tool, Metro.net/eastsidecomments.  You



           11   can call the project voicemail and leave verbal



           12   comments if you don't feel comfortable speaking in



           13   person here at 213.922.3012.  Once again, 213.922.3012.



           14   You can go online to our interactive tool at



           15   Metro.net/eastside2022.



           16            And as I was saying, this is Meeting No. 3 of



           17   4.  We were first at East LA on July 21st, Montebello



           18   on July 30th.  Today we're online, but we're also in



           19   the city of Pico Rivera Council Chambers.  And then



           20   next week, the last meeting will be in the city of



           21   Whittier at the Whittier Community Center Gymnasium



           22   from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  And that will be an in-person



           23   open house as well.  So for those of you who want to



           24   speak to folks and get some questions answered, we'll



           25   have people available there.
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            1            So with that, let's go on to the next slide.



            2   And I will introduce our hearing office, Edgar



            3   Gutierrez, who will go over the formal comments and



            4   basically how we're going to be doing this portion of



            5   the hearing.



            6            Edgar.



            7            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  All right.  Thank you, Tito.



            8            Good evening, everyone.  My name is Edgar



            9   Gutierrez.  I'm part of the outreach consultant team



           10   that's providing outreach services for this contract.



           11   Tonight, I'm serving as the public hearing office, as



           12   mentioned by Tito.  My role is to make sure that



           13   everyone who's interested in providing an oral comment



           14   tonight has an opportunity to do so.  So, you know,



           15   it's been noted tonight we have audiences both online



           16   via Zoom, but also in person at the Pico Rivera site.



           17   So we will be coordinating the oral comments between



           18   both sites.  Everyone will have an opportunity to make



           19   comments tonight once.  So we'll go over those



           20   protocols shortly.



           21            First, just to clarify, we're conducting this



           22   public hearing to receive your comments on the



           23   environmental analysis alternatives, the impacts and



           24   mitigation measures presented in the draft EIR in



           25   compliance with the California Environmental Quality
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            1   Act.  So tonight, our job is to listen to your comments



            2   and document them.  But we're not going to be



            3   responding to those comments during the public hearing.



            4            Tonight is a formal environmental process



            5   that's legally prescribed, and our job is just to



            6   listen and record your comments and testimony.  But



            7   your comments will be addressed in the final EIR, as



            8   has been mentioned.  And the slide show -- has shown



            9   some instructions on how to provide comments today or



           10   anytime prior to August 29th.  And even if you've



           11   already made a comment either at a prior public hearing



           12   or submitted any written comment through the official



           13   channels, note that you have opportunity to continue



           14   submitting comments throughout the 60-day comment



           15   period through August 29th.



           16            So tonight, we realize that the time to speak



           17   90 seconds may not be sufficient, but consider it just



           18   your initial comment, and we encourage you to continue



           19   submitting written comments until August 29th.  Please



           20   take advantage of the online interactive tool.  It has



           21   all the resources beyond the draft EIR and comments and



           22   instructions and links to make those comments.  You



           23   have access to interactive map and other helpful



           24   resources that may contribute or help you complete your



           25   comment.
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            1            And tonight, we have a court reporter that's



            2   going to be capturing all your oral comments as part of



            3   the transcription for this public hearing.  We also



            4   have a Spanish interpreter who will be providing



            5   simultaneous translation for anyone who's wishing to



            6   make comments in Spanish.  And we can -- we will be



            7   accommodating extra time to allow for that back and



            8   forth.



            9            The court reporter meanwhile will be



           10   transcribing your comments verbatim, so please state



           11   your first and last name as clearly as possible.  This



           12   will help us with the documentation of the legal



           13   record.  And if possible, it would be great to also get



           14   your ZIP code, because then that way we can associate



           15   your comment based on a geographic region.  The court



           16   reporter or I may interrupt you occasionally if we have



           17   any issues with the way you're speaking or if we're not



           18   listening to you clearly to make sure we capture



           19   comments.



           20            With that, I believe that we're ready to begin



           21   receiving formal comments on the draft EIR.  And to



           22   start off, I'm going to call on the first three that



           23   have raised their hand online.  After the first three,



           24   I will be calling on the three persons on site.  And



           25   we'll do that process.  I'm coordinating with my team
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            1   on site to make sure that everyone has an opportunity



            2   to comment.



            3            So to start off, I'm going to call on the



            4   first three people who have raised their hand online.



            5   First starting out with Mike, followed by Linda



            6   Palacios, and then DK.



            7            So, Mike, you should be prompted to unmute.



            8   And please start speaking and the clock will start as



            9   soon as you start speaking.  Mike, we are not hearing



           10   you.  And in case you can hear me, please try unmuting



           11   your microphone.  I'll give you another few seconds.



           12   If not, we'll go with Linda Palacios.



           13            Okay.  I'm not hearing Mike.  So let's go with



           14   Linda Palacios.  We'll go back to Mike after Linda.



           15            Linda.



           16            LINDA PALACIOS:  Hi.  Thank you for your



           17   presentation.  My name is Linda Palacios.  I want to



           18   know why Metro is insisting on building this 5 billion



           19   subway to the Citadel Mall.  Is this really the best



           20   and highest priority transit solution for the East



           21   Side?  You know, Metro's own numbers say only 4100



           22   people will ride the subway, which essentially equates



           23   to $1.5 million per rider.  Metro has packed buses that



           24   have a lot more riders and you're making them ride slow



           25   buses on congested streets so you can prioritize this
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            1   5 billion subway to the Citadel.  We know that



            2   Washington Boulevard buses are nearly empty and so is



            3   the current East Side gold line on Third Street.



            4   Again, Metro's own numbers show that it's lowest



            5   ridership segment in the system with two stations that



            6   barely serve a few hundred boardings each day.  This is



            7   not the right solution for transportation in this area,



            8   and Metro definitely owes it to the public to review



            9   how low the project benefits are compared to this



           10   incredibly high cost.  Ultimately, a $5 billion subway



           11   makes no sense, and we deserve a lot more transit



           12   service.  Thank you.



           13            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Linda.  It looks



           14   like Mike has lowered his hand, so I'm going to call on



           15   DK to go up next and followed by Arturo Hay.



           16            So, DK, please go ahead when prompted.



           17            DK:  From the Whittier Daily News, recent



           18   article, even the line going to Whittier with the



           19   Montebello site instead of Commerce has problems



           20   according to the report.  It has many mitigation



           21   measures to address, noise and vibration impacts



           22   applied to $0.70 of the receivers compared to $0.29 of



           23   receivers, construction impacts associated with



           24   rerouting transit, traffic, bicycle and pedestrian



           25   facilities.  Given the greater number of mitigation
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            1   measures, the route to Whittier option would not be



            2   considered the environmentally superior alternative,



            3   the report said.  On that, I will say this can -- we



            4   can attempt to stop this by valid measure if this goes



            5   forward in Whittier, which is what we will do if it



            6   does.  Number three, homelessness and crime would



            7   decrease dramatically.  5,700 homeless ride the Metro



            8   today according to Sheriff Villanueva.  The 2035 gas



            9   vehicle ban, which you can Google, is the gas vehicle



           10   ban planned by Newsome, would be disastrous.  It's



           11   interesting that the end service date for the gold line



           12   to Whittier or whatever alternative you choose is 2035.



           13   I believe that this plan is to create riders by this



           14   ban, not that anyone would be riding this gold line.



           15   Nobody is going to be riding it.  The Atlantic project



           16   proves that.  This would destroy Whittier's quality of



           17   life.



           18            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, DK.  Your time is



           19   up.  I appreciate your comment.  I will now transition



           20   over to Arturo Hay.



           21            But before you go, Arturo, I just want to



           22   start prompting the audience in person so that they can



           23   start getting ready.



           24            I have the first three listed speakers that



           25   have submitted a speaker card, are Edmond Velos,
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            1   followed by Jorge Martinez.  And then I have a third



            2   card that's also listed as George Martinez.  If that's



            3   a different person, then please plan on lining up for



            4   that.



            5            But, Arturo Hay, if you could unmute yourself



            6   and start your comment.  Just a reminder to state your



            7   name, first and last, into the record and ZIP code if



            8   possible.  Arturo, go ahead.



            9            ARTURO HAY:  Yes.  Can you hear me?



           10            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.



           11            ARTURO HAY:  Okay.  Great.  First of all,



           12   thank you.  I appreciate this investment in the East



           13   Side.  I want to make it quick, but I wanted to note



           14   that I've looked through the documentation in the



           15   previous EIRs and I have not found any information



           16   regarding an alternative to build this line along the



           17   Union Pacific right-of-way where the Montebello



           18   Metrolink currently is servicing.  There's about 50 to



           19   60 extra feet of right-of-way along the side of the



           20   rails that could easily fit a station.  You could still



           21   have a Citadel station that would be adjacent to the



           22   Citadel, and you wouldn't require a subway or having to



           23   interrupt traffic and community members on Washington



           24   Boulevard.  This alignment will go closer to population



           25   centers and Commerce, East LA along Garfield Avenue,
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            1   closer to Downtown Montebello and closer to the



            2   Whittier Boulevard alignment and Pico Rivera.  And it



            3   would save a lot of money, which, you know, this seems



            4   like a lot of an investment specifically to put the



            5   subway portion of the rail in an empty area where the



            6   Citadel has parking lots and there's warehouses.  It



            7   will also be adjacent to many potential properties that



            8   could be used for maintenance facility without having a



            9   lot of the issues the current facility locations will



           10   be located.  So, again, I'd just like to advocate to



           11   put the rail line along the Union Pacific tracks that



           12   are south of the Ferguson Avenue and north of



           13   Washington Boulevard.  Thank you.



           14            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Arturo.



           15            So as noted, we're going to our on-site



           16   audience in Pico Rivera.  So our first speaker is



           17   lining up.  So we'll have Edmond Veloz, followed by



           18   Jorge Martinez.  I was informed that the other Jorge



           19   Martinez has left.  So followed by Jorge Martinez will



           20   be Marina Martinez.



           21            So, Edmond, please go ahead when you're ready.



           22   And start off by stating your name into the record and



           23   ZIP code if possible.



           24            EDMOND VELOZ:  Can you hear me?



           25            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.
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            1            EDMOND VELOZ:  I'm Edmond Veloz, V-E-L-O-Z.



            2            Tonight, we're talking about public



            3   transportation, the word "public."  Now, in front of me



            4   here, I have a page from a 2019 public meeting that



            5   took place in Whittier, and these are the very words of



            6   a Cevallos, the project manager, and she was told to



            7   say this according by the EMTA.  And these are from



            8   their transcripts.  It says, "So all these elements



            9   need to go through the public review process and the



           10   environmental process down to when we identify the



           11   locally preferred alternative."  So this is currently



           12   the purpose and need of the project.  Again, we're



           13   soliciting input to ensure that that this purpose and



           14   need meets the community's needs and concerns.  I have



           15   here 1,550 signatures for the locally preferred



           16   alternative, which is the environmentally superb



           17   alternative and it is for the TSM alternative,



           18   transportation system management alternative.  The



           19   Metro has no kind of support anything close to this,



           20   and we're advocating the use of electric buses instead



           21   of the light rail.  It'll cost 1/100th of the cost and



           22   it'll be much more efficient, a much better project and



           23   something that the public will definitely use.



           24            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comments,



           25   Edmond.  We appreciate them.  As noted, please use the
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            1   other commenting portals to submit additional comments



            2   or anything to the record.



            3            I'd now like to follow up with the next



            4   speaker on site, Jorge Martinez, who will be followed



            5   by Marina Martinez.  And then I will be calling on the



            6   names for online audience.



            7            So please go ahead, Jorge.



            8            JORGE MARTINEZ:  Hello.  My name is Jorge



            9   Martinez.  I looked online and I found a figure for



           10   this project, the gold line, 6.5 billion.  What a waste



           11   of money.  For less than $50,000 -- I mean,



           12   $50 million, we can have electric buses that run on the



           13   boulevard every 15 minutes and have the fare



           14   subsidized, too.  And then why are they forcing trains



           15   on us when according to Metro data in February 2020,



           16   the agency reported an estimated average of almost



           17   1.2 systemwide riders each weekday.  Guess what?  The



           18   buses take over the population.  They're the preferred



           19   alternative.  871,000 took the bus.  321,000 were on



           20   the rails.  And transit ridership is also a serious



           21   decline.  And this is looking at Metro's old data and



           22   others that are available online.  Better railroad



           23   administration statistics for 2021 show that highway



           24   rail crossings are more deadly in collisions in



           25   California between cars and trains.  California ranks
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            1   number two in collisions in the United States, and we



            2   will have at least four of them -- Greenwood Avenue,



            3   Rosemead Boulevard, Norwalk Boulevard and Lambert Road.



            4   These are at-grade.  Everybody is on the same level --



            5   pedestrians, cars, trucks, trains.  They're dangerous.



            6   Thank you.



            7            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Okay.  Thank you, Jorge.



            8            Next is Marina Martinez.  Please start by



            9   stating your name into the record.



           10            MARINA MARTINEZ:  My name is Marina Martinez



           11   and I'm a resident of Pico Rivera.  And I'm opposed to



           12   the gold line, specifically the alternative coming down



           13   Washington and Lambert.  This is a $3 billion train to



           14   nowhere.  I don't know of anybody who would want to



           15   take the train down to its terminus, which is the



           16   hospital.  And, you know, as far as the shops around



           17   that route, you know, it's not going to attract



           18   ridership that Metro is looking for.  And that's been



           19   the problem with the gold line through -- especially



           20   coming in through -- which I've seen coming in through



           21   the East Los Angeles area, coming down 3rd.  I rarely



           22   see any car full.  I see at the most 3 or 6 or 12



           23   people, not even that.  So it's a $3 billion debacle.



           24   It's a cash cow for I'm sure some people will benefit



           25   financially from it, but certainly not the residents or
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            1   the people living along that route, which I do.  I live



            2   about four or five blocks from Washington Boulevard and



            3   Rosemead.  So I know I'm going to be impacted with



            4   noise, with pollution for seven years at least, and I'm



            5   not looking forward to that.  And I know they said, oh,



            6   we're going to coordinate with the local law



            7   enforcement and, you know, traffic and all that.



            8   That's a lot of pie in the sky.  That's a lot of pie in



            9   the sky.  I'm sorry.



           10            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Marina.



           11            So I mentioned, I'm going to transition to our



           12   online audience.  We'll go through a few of those



           13   raised hands, and we'll go back to the Pico Rivera site



           14   to check in for additional speaker cards.  So online,



           15   our Zoom audience, we have raised hands by Jiu Yoon.



           16            Jiu Yoon, you will be first, followed by



           17   Sergio and then FHN.  So, Jiu Yoon, please go ahead and



           18   unmute yourself when prompted and start of by stating



           19   your name into the record.



           20            JIU YOON:  Yeah.  Hi.  Can you guys hear me?



           21            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.  Please go ahead.



           22   Perfect.



           23            JIU YOON:  My name is Jiu Yoon, ZIP code



           24   90640.  I work at a -- on a business off of Washington



           25   and Greenwood.  And like many of the residents and
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            1   people who work there have already stated, we are very



            2   concerned about why the Metro is so adamant about



            3   running this line across Washington when we have Old



            4   Dominion right there.  We have recycling centers and



            5   other construction sites going out with containers and



            6   huge, big rigs going in and out.  And the Metro and MTA



            7   are saying that they'll mitigate traffic as much as



            8   possible when it's a nightmare already with three lanes



            9   each way.  Like the previous resident already said, it



           10   just seems like a huge pie in the sky.  It seems



           11   completely unfeasible.  Hard to imagine how that's



           12   done.  The Alternative 2 with the maintenance site off



           13   of -- behind Vail and Washington next to that church



           14   also seems completely unfeasible for the very same



           15   reasons as we have the trash echo or whatever, like



           16   literally right off of Vail going in and out every day



           17   with several containers as well in the back.  It's



           18   just -- it's really baffling and completely really tone



           19   deaf with people who have never experienced what it's



           20   like traveling on Washington.  Thank you.



           21            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comment.



           22            Next will go to Sergio.  Sergio will be



           23   followed by FHN, and then we will go back to the Pico



           24   Rivera site to check for additional speaker cards.



           25            So, Sergio, unmute yourself and please start
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            1   off by stating your name into the record.



            2            SERGIO ARANGULA:  Hi, Edgar.  Can you hear me?



            3            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.  Please go ahead.



            4            SERGIO ARANGULA:  Perfect.  Okay.  My name is



            5   Sergio Arangula, ZIP code is 90606.  And unlike many



            6   who have been opposing this, I'm actually looking



            7   forward to this.  I'm a young professional that lives



            8   close by on Washington and Broadway.  And we're really



            9   looking forward to seeing this in the ballot.  A lot of



           10   my friends have been looking for the day for us to



           11   support this.  But I'm going to stick to the topic here



           12   and critique a little bit of the environmental aspect



           13   of this.  I'm looking specifically on page 337 of the



           14   environmental document where it states about the



           15   transmission lines.  My concern is how much will we



           16   have to mitigate those transmission lines as we get



           17   closer to Whittier?  I know that when once you cross



           18   over, I believe, San Gabriel River, you have two 20KB



           19   and 500KB lines.  And if we do have to mitigate those



           20   lines in regards to clearances to the OCS, how much



           21   would we be on the hook for?  And would we have to



           22   underground lines as well?  I guess -- and have we



           23   compared those to other route options such as the



           24   purple line or the blue line?  How much more



           25   significant would that cost us if we were to keep it
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            1   at-grade or aerial and then maybe move it down to



            2   underground?  A couple of the comments.  But for the



            3   most part, we're really looking forward to this.  There



            4   will be a day where this will be on the ballot, and we



            5   can't wait to vote on that.  Thank you.



            6            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Sergio.



            7            Up next, we have FHN who will be the last



            8   speaker for our Zoom audience for now.  And I'll be



            9   transitioning to the Pico Rivera site.  So meanwhile, I



           10   would like to ask the Pico Rivera site -- we have two



           11   speakers waiting -- for Jorge Martinez to be ready



           12   after FHN.  And Jorge will be followed by Esther



           13   Salise.  So now let's go to FHN.



           14            You'll be prompted to unmute yourself.  And



           15   once do you that, please start off by stating your name



           16   into the record.



           17            SD:  Hi.  I'm just going to give my initials,



           18   SD.  And I live in Whittier.  I applaud the city of



           19   Pico Rivera residents for coming out and opposing this



           20   project.  This is definitely something that I think is



           21   being perpetrated by politicians, such as Mr. Dutra who



           22   sits on the board and is also a council member.  What



           23   I'd like to know is are you going to have Mr. Dutra



           24   recuse himself?  And also, how much subsidies is the



           25   City of Whittier going to give Metro?  There's a public
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            1   safety issue that I'm very concerned about.  Our



            2   Whittier Police Department is already very



            3   understaffed.  The unarmed people that you hired to go



            4   on the Metro lines are not going to stop a rape, a



            5   robbery, which you know are happening on the Metro



            6   line, as well as robberies and other things, thefts and



            7   things of those sorts.  Other than that, I'm very



            8   concerned of the impacts our businesses are going to



            9   have along Washington Boulevard.  We're already very



           10   heavily impacted by the numbers that are causing the



           11   cities to rezone a lot of business areas to allow for



           12   high density housing, and this is causing a lot of



           13   businesses to shut down because they're being bought



           14   out.  And I'm worried that your project is also going



           15   to harm our businesses and our residents.  We don't



           16   need the Metro in Whittier.  I oppose it.



           17            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, SD.



           18            All right.  As mentioned, we're going to Pico



           19   Rivera site.  So if we can have Jorge Martinez ready to



           20   start and then who will be followed by Esther Salese.



           21            Jorge, please go ahead.  Start off by reading



           22   your name into the record.



           23            JORGE MARTINEZ:  Hi.  My name is Jorge



           24   Martinez, 90660 resident.  We all have seen how these



           25   at-grade level Metro lines have been brought
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            1   environmentally, destroying single-family residents.



            2   So we're at this street that connected Slauson to Rex



            3   Road -- got cut off due to all the train crossing



            4   accidents and deaths in the past.  How can this not be



            5   a difference?  How can you honestly say our kids will



            6   be safe walking to El Rancho High School crossing



            7   Washington Boulevard, crossing Lacaline Avenue into our



            8   high school and middle schools?  My family and local



            9   community are not in favor of the proposed gold line



           10   extension.  I live off Lindsay Avenue in Washington



           11   Boulevard.  There are environmental noise, pollution.



           12   Trembling will just devastate my home and my



           13   surrounding neighbors.  The only way -- the only



           14   entrance to my home is northbound through Lindsay



           15   Avenue off Washington Boulevard.  If the Metro goes



           16   through Washington Boulevard, my entrance will be



           17   entirely cut off.  Unless this train goes underground



           18   through Pico Rivera, as a registered voter, I will make



           19   it my duty to support any recall or vote out any public



           20   official who was in favor of this project.



           21            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you.



           22            We'll now call on Esther Salese to make her



           23   comment.  She's the last person who submitted a speaker



           24   card.  So I will go back to the online audience and



           25   check again later for additional speakers at Pico
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            1   Rivera.  So for Zoom users, just be prompted.  Jesse



            2   Garcia will go after Celia -- I mean Esther Salese.



            3   And then Jesse will be followed by Dominic Gonzalez and



            4   then Mike.



            5            So, Esther, please go ahead and make your



            6   comments.  Start off by stating your name into the



            7   record.



            8            ESTHER SALESE:  Hello.  My name is Esther



            9   Salese and I live here in Pico Rivera.  I'm very



           10   against this project.  During this meeting, none of the



           11   speakers mentioned Pico Rivera.  Pico Rivera will be



           12   affected, because it comes down -- this train will come



           13   down Washington.  So once it passes Bluff to



           14   Washington, you're going to hit our homes on Paramount.



           15   You're going to hit our businesses that have been very



           16   hard hit during the COVID, and now they're going to be



           17   hit again with construction on Washington.  You will



           18   have a station on Washington and Rosemead that will



           19   affect our children and crossing on Passens and



           20   Washington where our children, over 3,000, will cross



           21   from school to El Rancho High School daily.  And you



           22   will have this train coming down Washington Boulevard.



           23   We have homes on Washington all the way down to the 605



           24   freeway underpass.  You have homes there.  What are we



           25   going to do with that?  What's going to happen to the
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            1   street as all the construction is going on?  What's the



            2   safety issues, environmental issues?  It's very



            3   dangerous to have this train come down for the sake of



            4   our children and the residents that live on that



            5   street.  I also would like to ask you to please extend



            6   the deadline.  You have August 29th.  You look at the



            7   books we have here, and they are huge.  Please extend



            8   it another two months.  At least give us to



            9   November 1st for the cities to look at this, because we



           10   do not want this coming into our city.  Thank you.



           11            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Okay.  Thank you, Esther,



           12   for your comment.



           13            And now we'll go back to the Zoom audience,



           14   those who have their hands raised.



           15            As I mentioned, Jesse Garcia, you'll be



           16   leading off, followed by Dominic Gonzalez, then Mike.



           17   So, Jesse, please start when you're prompted.  Unmute



           18   yourself and initiate by stating your name into the



           19   record.



           20            JESSE GARCIA:  Jesse Garcia.  Can you hear me?



           21            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.  Please proceed.



           22            JESSE GARCIA:  Okay.  Jesse Garcia, 90640.  As



           23   I mentioned at the last meeting and everybody keeps



           24   mentioning these $3 billion, everybody keeps forgetting



           25   in 2029, you're not going to have 3 billion.  You may
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            1   have it on paper, but you're actually going to have



            2   2.5 billion.  Inflation is going to already eat you.



            3   So you're already in the red, okay?  When I broke



            4   everything down, this is going to be 52 years just to



            5   pay back $3 billion.  And we know we're not going to



            6   raise the ridership.  Since the last meeting, I've been



            7   going up and down the boulevard during the weekday when



            8   I come home.  Even the buses that run there right now



            9   don't have the audience you guys are looking for.



           10   Mr. Dutra, he's in it for himself.  You can tell right



           11   off the bat.  He's the only happy camper.  The other



           12   folks who are for it, you guys have never really been



           13   involved in a mess.  Once you see that mess going down



           14   Washington, good luck.  So be careful what you wish



           15   for.  The other thing I'm looking at here is the video



           16   you keep presenting when this opens up, it's a bit



           17   misleading because you show Whittier Boulevard.  This



           18   thing is not going down Whittier Boulevard.  If you're



           19   going to redo this video or you're going to do it, do



           20   it right.  Show it going down Atlantic and through



           21   Washington.  Why do you keep showing Slauson?  Why do



           22   you keep showing Beverly Boulevard?  Actually, Beverly



           23   Boulevard would be the best place for this track to go.



           24   It would hook up Rio Hondo and --



           25            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Jesse.
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            1            We will now proceed with Dominic Gonzalez



            2   followed by Mike.  After Mike, I will check for our



            3   Pico Rivera site for any additional speakers who have



            4   not spoken yet.



            5            Please go ahead, Dominic when prompted.  And



            6   start of by stating your name into the record.



            7            DOMINIC GONZALEZ:  Hello.  Can you hear me all



            8   right?



            9            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.



           10            DOMINIC GONZALEZ:  Awesome.  So my name is



           11   Dominic Gonzalez, address 91733.  I am most in support



           12   of Option 1, mainly because breaking those projects



           13   into phases, you know, there's no telling how expensive



           14   they're going to get due to inflation or whatever,



           15   tariffs and stuff, because, you know, ever since Trump



           16   put those tariffs on Chinese steel, you know, that



           17   really killed projects, even cutting down the gold line



           18   extension from Claremont to Pomona.  So, you know,



           19   honestly, I know there's more impacts.  There always is



           20   with construction, but really just go home and get it



           21   done while you can; right?  Because over the long term,



           22   that really sets up chances to redo patterns, increase



           23   the transit oriented development and really give other



           24   people legitimate options outside of traffic.  And then



           25   I do -- I didn't think about it, but I do actually want
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            1   to throw some support behind the idea of putting it



            2   possibly down the existing Metrolink tracks.  I know



            3   it's hard because there's freight down there, too.  But



            4   if you could fix that as well, too, I think that might



            5   be worth looking into.  That way, you can skip



            6   Washington if it seems undoable.  Also, look into grade



            7   separation at Washington and Rosemead and look into



            8   better connections at each station, especially like at



            9   Rosemead if you're planning to BRT light rail line down



           10   that and better connections to old town Whittier.  I



           11   think that would be really good.  But also, I'm very



           12   excited for this project, and there's lots of



           13   naysayers.  But, you know, at the end of the day, if



           14   we're going to move on from cars, we need to keep doing



           15   things like this.



           16            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Dominic.



           17            Up next will be Mike.  And I've been informed



           18   by my team at the Pico Rivera site that we don't have



           19   any additional speakers, but I will continue checking



           20   and monitoring to make sure we get any additional



           21   speakers wishing to speak tonight.  So Mike will be



           22   followed meanwhile by Maude Manji and then BCS.



           23            So, Mike, go ahead and state your name into



           24   the record.



           25            MIKE MARTINEZ:  Mike Martinez, ZIP code 90022,
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            1   East LA resident for eight years who's been living in



            2   front of the gold line -- existing gold line on Third



            3   Street.  I really don't have to be here because our



            4   extension is going to be all run underground through



            5   Atlantic.  I'm looking out for more the residents after



            6   East LA.  Don't let them build it above ground.  It is



            7   not good.  I'll tell you why.  Environmental report,



            8   1,012 pages long.  Section 61. -- 6.9.2.3, the



            9   outreach, the outreach was supposed to -- including



           10   banners and electronic signs down the corridors that



           11   they're going to build.  I have not seen one sign, so



           12   they failed on that.  There's going to be detour routes



           13   on Telegraph, Olympic, Whittier, and possibly Slauson.



           14   When they're building this thing, a lot of noise, a lot



           15   of dust.  Let's talk about asbestos.  Asbestos was



           16   banned back in the late '90s because of the brake pads,



           17   a lot of the brake pads had asbestos.  According to



           18   that law, asbestos in brake pads should have gone away.



           19   Any after-market brake pads, anybody can put on.  Is



           20   Metro putting these types of brake pads on there?  My



           21   son has asthma.  He's only two years old.  He's had



           22   asthma since he was small, since he was born.  He has



           23   to be on nebulizer treatment every morning and



           24   afternoon.  Could it be it?  Who knows.  Underground is



           25   more efficient and more stations to be more efficient.
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            1   Don't throw away $5 billion for nothing.  Thank you.



            2            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Mike.



            3            So now, Maude Manji, you'll be prompted to



            4   unmute yourself.  And then you'll be followed by BCS.



            5            Currently, I don't see additional hands raised



            6   after BCS.  If you're wishing to speak, please consider



            7   raising your hand at this time, and I will call you



            8   later in the process.  For now, I will call Maude Manji



            9   to start off.



           10            Please state your name for the record.



           11            MAUDE MANJI:  Hi.  My name is Maude Manji.



           12   I'm a resident of Whittier 90602.  Really excited for



           13   this project.  Thank you, Metro, for bringing this



           14   project.  You know, I would say the option that brings



           15   this the fastest in one phase, that's the option I



           16   support.  You know, this is really a project we need.



           17   Nobody likes being stuck on the freeway going all the



           18   way to downtown.  This is just really going to make my



           19   life easier.  It's going to make my wife's life a lot a



           20   easier.  We're really excited to have this project.



           21   You know, I was in south Pasadena for a while and, you



           22   know, they had the gold line down there.  I would just



           23   go down to Downtown.  Now I'm excited to be a homeowner



           24   in Whittier and to take this train down to Downtown and



           25   even hopefully down all the way to Santa Monica and the
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            1   beach.  So I'm just very excited for the project.  The



            2   one thing I just want to add is I really hope there's a



            3   consideration of making an extension to Uptown, because



            4   that's really where I think a lot of businesses are,



            5   where a lot of folks can utilize this.  And there's a



            6   lot of density in Uptown.  For me, right now, if I were



            7   to walk to the station, it's like a 25-minute walk.



            8   It's a little bit selfish of me as well.  I'd like if



            9   it's Uptown, that's more of a 10 or 15-minute walk for



           10   me.  That's a little bit selfish, but I feel like a lot



           11   of the density, a lot of the apartment buildings are



           12   going to be in Uptown.  So I'm just really hoping



           13   that's considered as well, but overall excited for this



           14   project.  Thank you to the mayor of Whittier and to all



           15   the Metro board who brought this forward, and I hope we



           16   get this as soon as possible.  So thank you again.



           17   Thank you to the staff as well.  Thank you for putting



           18   the hearing together.



           19            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thanks for your comment.



           20            Now, we'll go to BCS.  As stated, BCS is the



           21   last speaker.  So anyone wishing to speak both online



           22   via Zoom, if you're on Zoom, you can raise your hand.



           23   Or if you're in person, please submit a speaker card.



           24            BCS, please go ahead and make a comment.  And



           25   start off by stating your name into the record.
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            1            BRICIA SATELLO:  Sorry about that.  I was



            2   muted.  I apologize.  Can you hear me?



            3            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.  Please state your name



            4   in the record.



            5            BRICIA SATELLO:  Absolutely.  My name is



            6   Bricia Satello, and I live in Montebello -- south



            7   Montebello.  So I am near one of the stations that you



            8   are proposing.  So I'm not necessarily opposed to



            9   having a train as I believe that transportation is very



           10   crucial; however, I have to tell you that some of the



           11   points that have been brought up are some of the points



           12   that I want to bring up for sure.  So having the train



           13   come down from East LA underground is great.  I think



           14   that's great.  You know, we reduce some of the traffic



           15   that would have been on there anyways, and it's safe;



           16   however, when you come up to Commerce, you put it up on



           17   top.  I don't live in Commerce, but if I were a



           18   resident, I may have an opinion on that.  I do live in



           19   Montebello.  And bringing it grade level, it's just --



           20   to me, it almost seems like we're considered second to



           21   a different city.  I have no idea why you didn't decide



           22   to go underground as well, especially when you have



           23   children crossing from one street to another in the



           24   only place that there's going to be a public



           25   elementary.  And that is ongoing with where you propose
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            1   to actually have a station.  That is very crucial



            2   because I can just see accidents happen.  You did the



            3   same thing in Boyle Heights where you had no rail when



            4   you first put it in.  And even with rail, that seemed



            5   still to be a very dangerous section.  So if you were



            6   to go underground, I promise you that I will walk



            7   around and try to convince my neighbors that this is a



            8   good project; however, I want you to consider that.



            9            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comment.



           10            All right.  So for now, that concludes the



           11   speakers that have raised their hand or submitted



           12   speaker card in person.  We're going to remain online



           13   until 8:00.  But I just wanted to note that tonight is



           14   not the end of the comment period.  Speaking or



           15   providing oral comments is not the only way.  And it's



           16   not just a way or the single way you can do so.  In



           17   addition to those that submitted oral comments or not



           18   did not, you have additional ways to make comments



           19   through August 29th.  And those are shown on the



           20   screen.  You have via mail listed there.  We have the



           21   online web comment form at Metro.net/eastside comments.



           22   The web comment form -- and we'll go over it in a



           23   little bit if no additional speakers go -- raise their



           24   hands, but this is a great way to just upload your



           25   comment, submit any attachments or additional resources
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            1   you might want to include.  There's also some tips on



            2   how to make a comment.  And for those that just want to



            3   submit a quick comment, if you have a quick thought or



            4   don't want to take the time to type out your comments,



            5   we have the option to use the help line where you'll be



            6   able to submit an oral comment.  That will be



            7   transcribed the same way that the court reporter is



            8   doing tonight.  It'll be verbatim and included in the



            9   record.  And these methods, the three ways that I just



           10   went over -- mail, web comment form and help line --



           11   are available through August 29th as many times as



           12   you'd like to use them.  So I just want to clarify



           13   that, that tonight is just a method to submit comments.



           14   And we realize 90 seconds is not sufficient.  So that's



           15   why we want to encourage you to continue reviewing the



           16   document and submitting your comments.



           17            I want to check again.  And it looks like we



           18   don't have no one else with a raised hand at this



           19   moment.  Since we promoted the public hearing to run



           20   until 8:00, we're going to remain until that time just



           21   to make sure that anyone that hasn't had the



           22   opportunity to provide a comment tonight will have that



           23   chance.  And if -- there's no one in person at the Pico



           24   River site.  It sounds like we also don't have speaker



           25   cards there.  Then I'd like to take this moment to just
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            1   start going over some of the tools that we've promoted



            2   tonight.  And I will pause, you know, at any moment



            3   that anyone has the urge to make a comment both on-site



            4   or here in person.  I'm going to stop and I will give



            5   you the opportunity.  The priority are your comments.



            6   What I'm going to be sharing, this is just to use the



            7   time that we've promoted.



            8            So to start off, I'd like to share just one of



            9   the tools that was heavily promoted during the



           10   presentation, which was the online portal tool, the



           11   online virtual tool.  I will be pulling it up right



           12   now.  Sorry, I'm having a little bit of difficulty



           13   here.  Let me start again.  I may have to ask my staff



           14   to help me share it, the virtual tool.  Okay.  Here we



           15   go.  I apologize for that.



           16            Okay.  So what I'm sharing right here is the



           17   online interactive tool that's been promoted.  This



           18   website can be accessed at Metro.net/eastside2022.  So



           19   when you goat here, you'll see this project branding.



           20   You're encouraged to scroll down, because that's where



           21   the tool will initiate.  Before I go into the rest of



           22   the functions, I want to note that the tool is



           23   available in English and Spanish.  So you'll get the



           24   same exact experience in Spanish, same content, project



           25   videos and links that we'll be going over.  So I just
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            1   wanted to note that it's available as soon as you start



            2   scrolling right beneath this initial set of tabs.



            3            The tabs are going to the best way to explore



            4   the tool.  You'll be able to just skip past the section



            5   if you've already navigated through the tool, if you



            6   know the topic you might be looking for.  For example,



            7   you want to see the draft EIR.  You can either scroll



            8   down, we made it available right on top so there's not



            9   much navigating, or we realize people may want to just



           10   click on something.  So here's the draft EIR.  It'll



           11   take you to all of the pertinent documents.  The notice



           12   of availability that announces that the draft EIR has



           13   been released.  There's instructions on how to make



           14   comments and public hearing details, availability of



           15   the printed documents along the corridor at public



           16   library, so the other public counters.



           17            So this is a good resource document to check,



           18   and it expands a little bit more beyond the public



           19   notice.  The draft EIR is the document that has been



           20   mentioned and is the focus of your comments tonight.



           21   So this is a quick ease access to just click on here



           22   and have access of the document.  This will give you



           23   the full draft environmental impact report.  It



           24   includes the 1,012 pages that were mentioned.



           25            If you're looking for something just more an
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            1   introductory to see, if you want to dive into



            2   additional details, the best way to start and the place



            3   where a majority of the people will find the answers



            4   that they're looking for is the executive summary.  And



            5   for that reason, this is available entirely in English



            6   and also in Spanish.  So we encourage to start with



            7   this, or also if you can dive into the draft EIR that



            8   gives you all of the details, including the executive



            9   summary.



           10            And the local public library sites, we also



           11   mentioned that they're available in the NOA.  You could



           12   click on here.  And this will give you a map.  So you



           13   can quickly navigate to whatever site might be easiest



           14   to access.  What we do just encourage you to do, call



           15   in advance to confirm the hours of operation.  Those



           16   have been shifting because of the COVID, the pandemic



           17   situation.  So please verify.  We don't want you to



           18   make the trip unnecessarily.



           19            Now, going back to the tool -- let me just



           20   check really quickly to see if there's anyone who has



           21   any comments.  It looks like we still don't have any



           22   raised hands at this moment.  Okay.  So I will continue



           23   sharing the tool.



           24            So as we mentioned, the interactive component



           25   is really what brings this document or this tool alive.
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            1   Not only just do you have access to all project



            2   resources here, an easy way to navigate, but you can



            3   also have the project history and visual details that



            4   are not currently featured on the project website.  It



            5   gives you the overview.  It describes the key



            6   components.  Then it starts talking about why the



            7   project is needed, some background information,



            8   connectivity to the regional connector on how that



            9   would one day potentially provide a one seat ride all



           10   the way to Santa Monica and other vital connections.



           11   It talks about where we are in the process to fully



           12   deliver the project.



           13            A lot of this information is something that



           14   you've already seen in a presentation tonight or in



           15   past presentations, and that's the idea.  You have



           16   access to all the information here.  So as you're



           17   making your comments, if there's something that might



           18   help you contextualize that comment better, maybe the



           19   cross streets or some kind of level of detail, then you



           20   can use this tool and you can see every map has a



           21   legend.  If you lose a legend, look for these little



           22   three dots, four dots in the bottom.  It gives you a



           23   full definition of what you're seeing.



           24            This explore the corridor tool is a good way



           25   to know the corridor a little better or, like I said,
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            1   make reference to it, anything that you want to include



            2   in your comments.  There's existing transit services.



            3   It will give you a listing of those.  You can also zoom



            4   in and see a little bit more detail.  You can click on



            5   the bus route information.  And there's also a



            6   navigation here that expands on the panels here that



            7   you're seeing.  Some of these layers of data or lines



            8   that you see on the map have additional information.



            9   And it breaks it down from -- you can see the route



           10   name and additional details.  It's very resourceful.



           11   There's some destinations of importance.  This is not



           12   comprehensive, but it's intended to give you a general



           13   sense of what's available along the corridor.



           14            There's also information on equity focus



           15   communities.  This is from the Metro Race and Equity



           16   Office who has been developing an emphasis on having



           17   more equitable participation and access to services.



           18   And this gives you essentially data from that



           19   department and what helps inform our process -- not



           20   only outreach, but other approaches.  So, you know,



           21   this again is a really great tool and layer to take



           22   advantage of.



           23            The freight rail corridors layer, this is one



           24   of the most useful for the areas that have a lot of



           25   rail.  As you can see, there's some portions that have
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            1   rail corridors going to certain communities.  And



            2   there's confusion as to which rail corridor we're



            3   talking about and how our rail corridor would serve in



            4   relation to those existing lines.  So this is a good



            5   layer for that.  This is only freight services, so it's



            6   not Metrolink.  Metrolink does overlap on a couple of



            7   those freight lines, but now this gives you a clean



            8   look on those Metrolink lines and stations.



            9            And importantly to this also is the existing



           10   bike path network and the various levels of service on



           11   each of those lines -- bike lines provided.  As you can



           12   see, they're defined by classes -- Class 1 through



           13   Class 4 with Class 4 being the most protective type of



           14   bike route available.



           15            Okay.  I'm going to check to see in our Zoom



           16   if we have anyone else or with my team.  Looks like we



           17   don't have anyone that has submitted a speaker card at



           18   the Pico Rivera site or that has raised their hands.



           19   So I will continue jus going really quickly now down to



           20   the alternative section.



           21            TITO CORONA:  Can you provide again what the



           22   address is to people that access the tool?



           23            EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Yes.  The address -- so what



           24   I'm showing right now is the online interactive tool



           25   that was developed for the East Side Transit Corridor 2
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            1   project.  And the website to access this is



            2   Metro.net/eastside2022 or 2022.  And it'll take you to



            3   this alphanumeric scrabble, so that's why that's the



            4   easy path to access this tool.  And like I said, it's



            5   available in English and Spanish, with the Spanish link



            6   available right away up on top.



            7            So taking advantage of the tabs, I'm going to



            8   show you how it works.  I'm going to go straight to the



            9   alternative section where I was just reviewing that



           10   content.  A lot of these images that you see are



           11   interactive in some format, at least in a zoomable way.



           12   So, again, explore the tool.  Anything that you see



           13   might be interactive.  This gives you an overview of



           14   some of the recent project updates that have been made,



           15   including the alternatives that advance into the draft



           16   EIR that was released for public review.



           17            And so here you'll get to engage a little bit



           18   more, you know, individually on each of the



           19   alternatives.  So you see the map all at once and a lot



           20   of the projet materials, but this gives you an



           21   experience to see one alternative at a time.  So you



           22   saw that I clicked on this, and that only shows me



           23   Alternative 1, only that.  And then when I click



           24   Alternative 2, this provides clarification.  As you can



           25   see, it just clarifies really quickly the number of
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            1   stations and length.  And, you know, you can engage



            2   with it in your own way.  As you can see, there's some



            3   layers of detail.  You can see you can zoom in to see



            4   more information.  As you can see, there's certain



            5   labels that come up and so on.  So, you know,



            6   Alternative 3, I'll just click so you can see that it



            7   has the same level of information.



            8            And if you continue scrolling down, you have



            9   additional profiles for each of these alternatives.



           10   You also have additional design options that have been



           11   shared in recent meetings and featured at the recent



           12   materials that have been shared both at the public



           13   hearings and via e-mail and online.  If you click on



           14   these, you can see some of the station options, both at



           15   Atlantic, Pomona and also at Greenwood.



           16            So to start off with Atlantic/Pomona, you see



           17   here this says slideshow that's available.  You would



           18   click on here.  I think I'm having some bandwidth



           19   issues right now.  Let's go past these.  Those are



           20   slide shows.  So right now, I think because I'm



           21   sharing, it's giving me a little bit of trouble.  Let



           22   me see if I can refresh.  Here we go.



           23            So you can see that you have some more



           24   information on each of these station sites.  If you



           25   want some clarification on what each option is,
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            1   essentially you have first covered underground



            2   option -- the baseline option here on Atlantic/Pomona,



            3   and then you have the open underground option.  And



            4   each of these have a couple of slides.  So you can open



            5   it and then you can just navigate through this



            6   information right here.  Like, for example, you see it



            7   in detail and there's some other slides.  So this gives



            8   you an example of what an open underground design or



            9   open underground station would be.  So if you have a



           10   question of, well, what does this mean, what does it



           11   look like, here's the real life example in the Metro



           12   system.



           13            And here's additional details and so on.  And



           14   if you want to learn more about the environmental



           15   process, we featured details today as part of the



           16   presentation, but this gives you just somewhat of a



           17   narrative of what the process is and what it includes,



           18   what your role is.  As you can see, there's a graphic



           19   on the various components that go into the decision



           20   making process and what the process includes and also



           21   what types of evaluations are being taken and how these



           22   evaluations will be performed and the various topics



           23   that will be evaluated.  And throughout this, you'll



           24   see links available.  So anything with a blue font



           25   under line is usually a link that will open.  These are
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            1   additional resources that Metro has available



            2   explaining the environmental process.  So if you're new



            3   to the environmental process, this hopefully gives you



            4   a quick read through on what the process is, where



            5   we're at and what your role is.



            6            And now, next is just a history of where of



            7   project has been.  So if you really want to do a deeper



            8   dive into the alternatives that have been previously



            9   considered through the various prior phases, including



           10   prior to the environmental process that's part of the



           11   alternatives analysis, and also during the



           12   environmental process all the way up to the release of



           13   the draft document that was stopped and now



           14   recirculated as a draft EIR only, but it's -- all these



           15   give you those great resources.  So if you've been



           16   involved or have wondered maybe what alternatives had



           17   been considered before, this gives you just a general



           18   snapshot of that information.



           19            Okay.  I'm going to do another check-in to



           20   make sure I'm not talking too much.  Still no raised



           21   hand.  So I will continue.



           22            Now, this is the very important part.  As I



           23   mentioned, the draft EIR is linked at the top of the



           24   tool, but here's a little bit -- available more



           25   thorough with all links and a full breakdown on how to
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            1   submit comments.  All of the different public hearings



            2   that are being conducted, including the information for



            3   tonight's hearing.  So tonight is the third of four



            4   hearings, as has been mentioned.  We have one more



            5   hearing that will be happening next week, Wednesday,



            6   August 17th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., in the city of



            7   Whittier, at the Whittier Community Center.  And the



            8   address is listed here.  So if you've lost your notice,



            9   if you want to share information, you can even just



           10   link -- this is one of my favorite ways to share



           11   information.  You can copy the section link with a lot



           12   of these large headers.  If you just hover over the



           13   label and clock on it, it'll copy that section.  And



           14   I'll show you how it works.  You can include it as a



           15   link on an e-mail to a friend, a text.  And then when



           16   they click on it, this is what they copy.  I'm going to



           17   go straight to the section that I copied the link from.



           18   So it's not going to start at the top.  It's going to



           19   go to the section that I want to -- I want my friend or



           20   neighbor, someone that I'm sharing the details with.



           21   So another, you know, quick link to just expand on the



           22   details.



           23            Here's information on our recent community



           24   information sessions.  These were held right before the



           25   release of the draft document as a way to just make
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            1   sure that the corridor was -- communities were updated



            2   on the various project updates and then also just get



            3   ready for the release of the draft document.  What to



            4   anticipate, how to access the document, where it will



            5   be available, how to comment, et cetera.  And this



            6   provides some details on the anticipated next steps.



            7            And additional resources -- so for folks that



            8   maybe aren't familiar with light rail transit or maybe



            9   those that are confused what's the difference between



           10   light rail, heavy rail, community rail, freight rail,



           11   there's a lot of terminology.  And not all trains are



           12   created the same, so this is very helpful for people



           13   that may be fearing that it's a freight train that's



           14   being proposed.  A freight train is very heavy, very



           15   loud.  You'll see all the characteristics on reading



           16   them off the sheet.  And this is very helpful for



           17   anyone that you think might be able to use this.  It's



           18   a slide show, so you can also go through the various



           19   slides here, like I've shown in the prior functions.



           20   Or you can also download the whole slide show right



           21   here if you want to go through that process.  So you're



           22   able to view it all at once here and also download it



           23   as shown right here.



           24            And we're getting close to the end and we



           25   still don't have any raised hands.  So pretty soon, I
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            1   will be calling on Tito to wrap up the public hearing.



            2   But certainly, like I mentioned, you have an



            3   opportunity to raise your hand until 8:00 if you



            4   haven't done so already.  And for people on site at



            5   Pico Rivera site can also submit any comment -- speaker



            6   card request until then.



            7            What I'd like to just spend a couple of



            8   minutes on, now that we've seen most of the tool, then



            9   this is the other very important component that's been



           10   shared, the public comment form.  It's available in



           11   English and in Spanish.  There's this link up here.



           12   It's the same exact experience.  It's translated into



           13   Spanish.  And as you can see, I have access to the



           14   draft EIR.  We ask you to identify yourself as what



           15   type of stakeholder, your contact information.  The



           16   only required information is your ZIP code, but it's



           17   very helpful when we have a name and other details just



           18   to associate the comment and, you know, what it might



           19   be in relation to what area of the community or area of



           20   interest.



           21            And then there's just tip to submit comments,



           22   like I mentioned, that you could use as you're creating



           23   your comment.  And then you can type your comment into



           24   this comment box and you can upload additional files.



           25   If you prepared it as a Word document or an attachment
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            1   and you don't want to type anything, you just say, "My



            2   comments are enclosed."  And then you upload your file,



            3   and search through the files, upload them, and then



            4   that should be it.  And you have up to 30 megabytes



            5   that you can upload.  So that's plenty.  And if it's



            6   not enough, please continue submitting comments as



            7   needed.



            8            Okay.  Tito, I think that wraps up a majority



            9   of what I wanted to cover with this additional time



           10   that we have in the public hearing.  So now we can



           11   transition back to the slide show so we can start



           12   closing out tonight's hearing.



           13            But, again, I want to check one last time for



           14   any additional participants that might be interested in



           15   making a comment tonight.  I see none.



           16            Okay.  Then, Tito, please go ahead and help us



           17   close out tonight's hearing.



           18            TITO CORONA:  Thank you, Edgar.



           19            And as you are checking online, I'm also -- I



           20   have the Pico Rivera council chamber peeking as well.



           21   It looks like that's pretty much -- the audience there



           22   has also concluded and left.  So I don't see anything



           23   in Pico Rivera.  But, again, I want to thank those of



           24   you who joined us in person in Pico River, but also



           25   online.  We understand that there are many ways to
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            1   participate in the public comment period, whether it's



            2   through a hearing, online, in person.  Or if you're not



            3   comfortable doing either, you can also do so at your



            4   own leisure by submitting comments now through



            5   August 29th.  You have plenty of time.  If information



            6   that was shared tonight -- you need to go and review



            7   more information on the online tool that Edgar just



            8   shared, please do so and submit your comments.  You can



            9   do so either in writing.  You can mail them to Jenny



           10   Cristales-Cevallos, the project manager who presented



           11   earlier today, who's at Metro at One Gateway Plaza,



           12   MS 99-22-7 Los Angeles, California 90012.  You can also



           13   do so using the tool that Edgar was discussing right



           14   now, the online comment form, by going to



           15   Metro.net/eastsidecomments.  Once again, that's



           16   Metro.net/eastsidecomments.  Just submit your comments



           17   online.  And that tool is available through



           18   August 29th.  If you're not comfortable typing in all



           19   your comments, you just want to verbally speak it like



           20   you did tonight at the hearing or you didn't



           21   participate in the hearing, but you want to do so in



           22   private by telephone, you can also call our help line



           23   at 213.922.3012.  Once again, that's area code



           24   213.922.3012.  Now, there is one more public hearing



           25   that we'll be having next week on Wednesday,



                                                                      80

�







            1   August 17th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in Whittier at the



            2   Whittier Community Center Gymnasium.  So, again, that



            3   will be our last in-person meeting that we will be



            4   having.  Again, this will be -- we'll begin with an



            5   open house at the beginning.  So you can go to staff at



            6   any of the stations we have, ask questions and you'll



            7   get your answers there.  And then following that, we



            8   will start with the presentation, just like we did



            9   tonight.  And we will have our public hearing in person



           10   at that gymnasium all starting at 6:00 p.m.  So with



           11   that, you can also join us that way or you can still



           12   submit your comments now.  If your comments are



           13   submitted in person, online or via phone, it's all



           14   weighed the same.  It's all considered and part of the



           15   public document that we are working on.  So one more



           16   time, the online interactive tool that Edgar just



           17   shared is at Metro.net/eastside2022.



           18            So it is now 8:00 p.m.  There are no more



           19   additional questions through the hearing that Edgar was



           20   participating in as our hearing officer.  So with that,



           21   Thursday, August 11th, at 8:00 p.m., I want to thank



           22   you all for joining us, and we are officially closing



           23   the hearing and this meeting.  Thank you for joining us



           24   tonight and I hope you have a good night.  Good night,



           25   everyone.
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            1            I, Jaclyn D. Kinsbursky, C.S.R. No. 13858 in



            2            and for the State of California do hereby



            3   certify:



            4            That the foregoing proceedings were taken down



            5   by me in shorthand at the time and place stated herein



            6   and represent a true and accurate transcript of said



            7   proceedings;



            8            I further certify that I am not interested in



            9   the event of the action.



           10            Witness my hand this 26th day of August,



           11   2022.
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