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- -00000- -

- (Hearing in progress. Begin transcript:)

TI TO CORONA: Il will ask one nore tine.
(Speaking in Spanish.) And the npbst inportant thing
here is that we respect each other, each other's
opi nions. You have taken the tine this afternoon to
cone and hear about the project, to listen to what's
goi ng and share your conmments. Respect your nei ghbors.
You can di sagree with what they have to say. That's
fine, but please refrain fromany back and forth with
anyone in the audi ence. Just focus your tine and energy
and your comments towards us so we can take this

informati on and process it for the environnental

docunent .
So, with that, | would |like to i ntroduce
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Jenny Cristal es-Cevallos who will begin with the
presentation portion of this, and we will nove forward
W th the presentation here.
JENNY CRI STALES- CEVALLCS: CGood afternoon.

Thank you everybody for being out here. It's alittle
hot, but this is definitely an inportant mlestone in
the project and an opportunity for everyone to provide
coment. We've had a very spirited conversation over by
the project overview map. So we're |ooking forward to
your coments today.

| just want to go over the project
overview before I hand it over to Jainme Guzman who's
with AECOM CDM Snmith, who they basically put together
and did the technical analysis wth their expertise for
the draft environmental docunent.

So for the project overview, this is a
Measure M funded project, and so right now we're
follow ng Measure Mproject tineline. So right now
we're currently in the environnental process, and we're
| ooki ng to conclude that in 2023. Right now where we're
at is we released a draft environmental docunent and the
next steps will be that the board will select a locally
preferred alternative considering all the comments that

we' ve heard through the comment peri od.

Fromthere, once we receive -- we've done
2
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the final environnental clearance, we then go into fina
design by 2028, and in 2029 that's when we woul d receive
the funding from Measure M which is approxi mately about
$3 billion in 2029. So that's when we would anticipate
for construction to occur should the board approve the
project and into operations by 2035.

So I"'mgoing to briefly explain the
alternatives, and these are the alternatives that are
studied in the environmental docunent, but Jaine wll
tal k about these a bit nore in depth.

So the Alternative 1, which is a
Washi ngton alternative, the full proposed project, is
about 9 mles. That includes seven stations including
the Atlantic-Ponona relocated station. So as you can
see here, the Atlantic station right nowis at grade and
because the alignment wll go underground on Atlantic,
we are |ooking at relocating that, and there are two
design options for that. |f you have questions about
that, later after the public hearing, we can definitely
go over that information with you as well.

And so we would continue for 3 mles down
Atlantic curving into Conmerce/Citadel. So the Atlantic
and Wiittier station would be underground and so woul d
the Commerce/ Citadel station. Then we would go into an

aerial configuration. Wat that neans, we'd be com ng
3
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out of the tunnel, and the alignnent would be on
col umes.

From there, we have two design options in
the Gty of Montebello which would be either the aerial
configuration, once again on colums, and then at-grade
for Geenwood station as well.

Fromthere, the project would proceed on
Washi ngt on Boul evard center-running down to the Gty of
Wiittier. So that would include the three at-grade
stations which woul d be Rosenead, Norwal k, and Lanbert
station.

What we're al so studying are the other two
alternatives which are our initial operating segnents.
What that does is it allows us to do a phase approach,
and the environnental study allows us to do this in a
phase approach. So the first alternative to the 10S
Commerce is 3.2 mles, and that includes again the
Atl antic/Ponmona station relocated, Atlantic and
VWhittier, and also to the City of Coormerce. And this
coul d be serviced by the Conmerce nmi ntenance storage
facility site, and I'Il talk a little bit nore about the
mai nt enance storage facility sites in the next slide.

And then we have Alternative 3, I0Sto
G eenwood, essentially going fromAtl antic/Ponona,

Atlantic/Whittier, Commerce/ Ctadel to G eenwood wth

4
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the two design options there, and that's approxi mately
4.6 mles.

So as part of the project, what we've had
to designate as well is a maintenance storage facility
site, essentially where we will store the Iight rai
vehicles, we'll do maintenance. And in the City of
Commerce we've identified a site right between Saybrook
and Davie. And part of the criteria is that the
mai nt enance storage facility site has to be wthin the
| medi ate area of the project so that we can access
that. And then also a naintenance storage facility site
in Montebello, that is slightly larger, about a 120
light rail vehicles that can be stored there. And,
again, in these particular areas, it's industrial areas
where the mai ntenance storage facility sites can blend
in wth the | and uses there. So we would have different
| ead tracks going into nai ntenance storage facility
site. In June we had sone conmunity neetings that also
tal ked about these in depth. W have that information
avail able on the website as well.

So, with that, I'mgoing to turn it over
to Jaine. He's going to wal k through the environnent al
docunent, howit's outlined, how you can navigate
through it, where you can access it, and then he's also

going to hit on some topics that woul d be good
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information for the community to be aware of as you
review the environnental docunent.

JAI ME GUZMAN:  Thank you, Jenny. And thank you
again for com ng out here.

So I'mgoing to just give you a way --
sone information on what we've been doing, we've been
wor ki ng on this docunment for a few years, what is in the
docunent, how to navigate it so that it's easier to
understand as well as sone of the specific inpacts and
out cones that we've found as part of our environnental
revi ew.

Under the California Environnental Quality
Act, or CEQA, we are required to | ook at several topics.
The | ead agency is Metro for this project, and what we
did inthis report is to evaluate all of the three
alternatives that Jenny just nentioned at the equal
| evel , nmeaning that they all have the sane |evel of
anal ysis, they | ooked at all the different topics, and
then we al so | ooked at the inpacts of the maintenance
facilities and al so any desi gn options.

And so what we | ooked at is we | ooked at
| npacts that the different elenents of the alignnents
woul d have conpared to existing conditions, which we
used 2019. Sone of the data is skewed after 2019

because of the pandemc. So we utilized the 2019 date.
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W al so | ooked at whether we can apply sone best
managenent practices, construction that Metro, having a
| ot of the experience recently with building their |ight
rail system could inplenent as well as | ooking at the
coments that we have received in various nmeetings up to
date as well as the scoping neeting that we had in 2019
when the project kicked off.

So the draft docunent is organized in this
way here, and this is available in the PowerPoint which
will also be available online. And, basically, we have
an executive summary whi ch we encourage everybody to
review. That gives a summary of the entire docunent
including all of the inpacts and mtigation neasures
proposed. W have a project description which, you
know, provides what we anal yzed, all the different
el ements of the project, and the neatier, Chapter 3,
which is the evaluation of all of the different
resources. W have listing of those resources between
stations 3 and 4, and then we have themlisted here, and
all of these have been evaluated in the environnental
| npact report.

For each of the sections in Chapter 3, the
way they're broken down is by |ooking at the regul atory
framework, so what the laws are that are applicable to

each of these topics. |In this case, we are show ng
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transportation, but this is the same for all the
different topics. W also |ook at the nethodol ogy, so
the things that are required to be | ooked at
particularly with CEQA. W have the CEQA threshol ds
that we are utilizing for each inpact analysis. And we
| ooked at the existing conditions, again, primarily in
2019, and then we | ooked at the inpact eval uation
conparing what the project will be doing for all the
different elenments with the existing conditions.

|f needed, we will |ist afterwards the --
any project neasures that Metro has already commtted to
by doing other projects such as traffic managenent pl ans
and things like that, things that are standard in terns
of any construction and operations as well as any
regul atory requirenents. And then if there are inpacts
that require additional reduction in inpacts, we | ook at
mtigation neasures, and those are listed there as well.

It's a lot to -- to take this table here
and all that it is intended to showis that at the end
of each chapter we have a table that summarizes the
mtigation neasures and inpacts for all the different
alternatives so that people can ook at it and conpare
the alternatives and the different types of design
options as well.

As | nentioned, part of what we | ook at --
8
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when we're | ooking at inpacts, we have a certain inpact
determnation. Either inpacts are significant, and if
| npacts are significant, we | ook at other things that
the project can already incorporate as part of its
process to mnimze those inpacts. A lot of those are
proj ect neasures, what we call project neasures, which
are either regul ations by other agencies or other
measures that Metro has inplenented in other projects
that they are agreed to to inplenent in this project.
And as | nentioned, above and beyond that, we woul d | ook
at inpacts, if there's nore inpacts to | ook at
mtigation neasures that can help mnimze those and
that can be inplenented and | ooked at and enforced by
Metro.

What this table shows is a summary of the
different inpact for all the alternatives and the
different topics. For the nost part, these inpacts are
fairly -- you know, they're fairly comon to nost
construction projects of light rail. And so the ones
that | wanted to tal k about are ones that we have
i ncluded mtigation for to reduce the inpact to |ess
than significant, and then also a couple of themthat
even with mtigation neasure we're not able to reduce
| npacts.

For exanple, for pal eontol ogical
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resources, because we are going to be using a tunnel
bori ng machi ne for the underground portion, it's very
difficult, alnost inpossible, to mtigate and be able to
nmonitor that because the drill basically grounds up the
resources. So those inpacts becone significant

unavoi dabl e.

And then one of the other ones is historic
resources. In this particular case, it's a historic
buil ding and district, and there is one option --
mai ntenance facility option that would inpact that to
significant unavoi dable level, and I'Il talk about that
ri ght now.

So for the cultural resources we have the
Vail Field Industrial Addition District |ocated in the
City of Commrerce where the proposed nmai ntenance facility
woul d be located. The inpact to that would be that it
woul d be taking properties and denolishing themfor the
construction of the maintenance facility. And sone of
the mtigations that we can do are to provi de sone
si gnage or sone kind of recording of the historic
properties and the district, but ultimately to construct
it we would need to take the properties, and that woul d
result in significant unavoi dable inpacts. That woul d
be for any alternative that uses the Conmerce MSF, or

mai nt enance facility.

10
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For the rivers we are going to be
reconstructing the bridge that goes over R o Hondo as
well as the bridge that is going over the San Gabri el
River. There are sonme potential hydrol ogy inpacts due
to the construction of the bridge in the river -- the
reconstruction of the bridge, installing the pylons. So
we' ve included sone mtigations to maintain the fl ow and
also to reduce the pollutants that can affect the water
quality in the area, and those mtigations wll reduce
it to less than significant.

In addition to that, we have | ooked at the
potential inpact to traffic as the bridges are being
reconstructed, and it will be part of the traffic
managenent plan to make sure that access is provided
t hroughout construction, and that wll be coordinated
with the local jurisdictions and stakeholders so that it
coul d be scheduled in appropriate tines.

Sone of the other inpacts that we know
we've heard fromdifferent communities about is noise
and what the noise levels will be. W' ve studied that
In the docunent, and sone of the, you know, major
concerns have been whether we're going to be affecting
sensitive uses such as residences and hospitals, parks.
So what we've done is to evaluate the different criteria

and different types of track work that would be in the

11
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area, and one of the types of track work that tends to
create a little bit nore of noise is where there are
crossovers between the two different sets of tracks.
And so what we've tried to do from an engi neering
perspective is to place themas far away fromthe
sensitive uses as we can, and where we cannot do that
due to the engineering restraints on that, we've

provi ded sone mitigation neasures including to avoid
sone of the heavy pile construction near residences and

also for vibration to include vibration absorbing

mat eri al s underneath these crossover areas so that could

m nimze sonme of the vibration that could be felt by
conmuni ty menbers.

Anot her topic that people have brought up
i n previous neetings and wanted to discuss is access hy
t he enmergency responders. W understand that whenever

there's a construction project like that and there's

detours or lane closures that it can affect the response

times for police/fire. So part of what we do is to | ook

at the Traffic Managenent Plan. Again, that is
sonething that at this point is a mtigation neasure.
As the project goes into final design and further --
further in the planning process that Traffic Managenent
Plan will be flushed out and ultimately di scussed with

| ocal police/fire and the cities as well as the public

12

www.regalcourtreporting.com REGAL

866-228-2685




© 0O N o 0o b~ W DN PP

N D NN NN P P PR R R PR R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P O

Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2
PUBLIC HEARING on 07/21/2022

to make sure that they are neeting the needs of the
conmunities. Some of the coordination has already
started by Metro on energency responders so that they
can get the input on the alignnment and al so where we can
provi de, you know, sone assistance for -- to maintain
access during construction.

Traffic is obviously a very inportant
| npact for this area. W are evaluating the traffic per
the CEQA guidelines, and in particular we're | ooking at
potential effects of construction detours, haul routes,
as well as during operations. What we have included is,
again, traffic managenment plans, the creation of that,
which again is required to have input fromthe | oca
jurisdictions to be approved by them also by
police/fire, and then the public will also have input on
the timng and where those happen. So that's still
sonet hing that can be done for final design.

One of the things that CEQA requires us to
do is to look at which -- which alternative is
considered the environnental |y superior alternative.

And what that neans is that, based on the anal ysis that
we' ve conducted here and the mtigation inpacts --
mtigation as well as the inpacts, which one between the
three build alternatives is the environnental superior

alternative. In this case, as we can see in the
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docunent, the environmental superior alternative is

alternative 3, which is the initial operating segnent to

Mont ebel l o, and the one thing | wanted to di scuss about
this is that this environmental superior alternative
does not nmean that this the locally preferred
alternative that the board will select on a |later date.
It is also not necessarily the alternative that's going
to be built.

Again, this is a CEQA requirement. So we
do this to conply with the state law. And all this
information in addition to all the comments that we
receive here and at other neetings wll be taken into
consideration as well as any information about project
benefits when the board then selects the locally
preferred alternative. And as | nentioned, your input
will be very inportant to that.

So one of the things | wanted to talk to
you about is how to nmake comments that | think will be
very inpactful as the docunent noves forward. | think
nost of you have either been to neetings before or nade
a lot of different conments either online or in person,
and | think one of the things that we would like to
recommend is that you be specific as possible on the
type of environnental inpact or any concerns that you

have and then al so think about sone of the conponents of

14
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t he docunent that you can provide comments on such as,
you know, if we have mtigation neasures, those are not
set in stone. Those are things that people can coment
on and provide their feedback on, and sonetines that can
be nodified to benefit better the public.

So once we receive your conments today and
then we receive all the coments through August 29th, we
wll be looking at all the different comments, we wl|
be providing responses to those comments and conpiling a
docunent that has all that information. That
information will be provided to the board, and they w ||
take all those comments and responses into consideration
when they choose the locally preferred alternative. So
we really encourage you to provide formal coments. |f
you want to, when we're ready to start the fornal
process, do it orally or you can -- have you wite them
and prepare to us or send themby e-mail l|ater, whatever
I's nost confortable to you.

But | really encourage you to do that, and
| thank you again for comng out here. So I think, with
that, I'Il turnit over to Tito.

TITO CORONA: So, yes, we're getting close to
starting the actual formal comment presentation portion
of this neeting, but before we do that, let's tal k about

what the next steps are. So the public coments

15
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received tonight and al so between the rel ease of the
draft environnental inpact report which was on June 30th
to August 29th, you can provide coments. This is a
formal presentation, which you can do it here verbally,
but the comments that you provide either here or witten
or if you call us and | eave a nessage, it's the sane.
It's received the sanme way, and it's all evaluated into
the final environnental inpact report.

Again, this is just a formal portion of
the whole process. So if sonmething cones up later after
t oday's neeting, you have plenty of tinme to provide your
coments, and | encourage you to also |et other folks
know that there are other ways to provi de conments not
just going to the neetings. And, again, the responses
to the coomments will be done on the foll ow ng
envi ronnmental docunment which is the final environnmenta
| npact report. So here we will only be taking your
coments. So if you ask questions or anything, the
responses will be in the docunent. W're not formally
maki ng any responses here.

| f you have questions where you need
| medi ate answers, you can do so after the fornal

heari ng and speak to our staff on the side. That's what

we had the open house for. It was to have that
di al ogue. But during the hearing, | just want to |et
16
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you know that's what's happeni ng.

Later this year, after we finish the
envi ronnmental comment period, we cone back to the Metro
board for the locally preferred alternative for another
board decision. And follow ng that, should that nove
forward, the next step is the release of what we cal

the Final Environnental |npact Report, and when that's

rel eased, it will go to the Metro board for approval and

certification. And if that happens, then that's when
this project is officially a project and we can nove
forward with the next phases, and that's expected --
these are all tentative dates, but we're |ooking at md-
2023 for the board approval.

And for those of you who would love to
hear about all this happening and get information, the
best way to get in contact or be in the knowis to sign
in. So if you didn't sign in and provide your e-nail
address, please do so now so we can send you this
i nformation so you are aware of all the steps in the
process.

So like | said earlier, the docunent is
avai | abl e through August 29th. You can also send your
coments in witing through mail. If you wish to wite
a letter and send themformally, you can do so by

sending themto Jenny Cristal es-Ceval | 0s, who was the

17
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first presenter this afternoon, and the information is
up here. W also have comment cards with all the
information at the front to give to you to provide the
coments in witing, but it wll be to Jenny

Cristal es-Ceval |l 0s, Project Manager at Metro, at

One Gateway Plaza, M5 99-22-7, Los Angeles, California,
90012.

You can al so provide comments online if
you just prefer to do themin witing by a conmputer or
tabl et or phone. You can go to
metro. net/eastsi decoorments. That will take you directly
to a cooment formthat you can fill out electronically.
That's another way to provide your coments.

| f you prefer to say your comments
verbally but you don't want to do it here, you can do it
by phone by calling the project hotline at
(213) 922- 3012.

And, again, if you are confortable
speaking in front of the fol ks tonight, you can nake
your official comments here as well. |If you are not
confortabl e speaking in front of the audi ence but you
want to | eave your coments, you can do so in witing.
We have comment cards in the back that you can | eave
your official coments that way.

Tonight is one of four neetings that we're

18
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having. Three will be in-person. So tonight is
East L.A., and then the Mintebell o is Saturday,
July 30th from10 AM to Noon. That's a Saturday
neeting. The third nmeeting will be a Zoomcall or Zoom
meeting online which you can participate via conputer.
If you would like to go in person and view the neeting,
we are having an in person view ng option at
Pico Rivera's Council Chanbers in Pico Rivera on that
date, which is Thursday, August 11th from6:00 to
8:00 PM Soif you would like to view information and
participate there at Pico Rivera, you can do so, and we
wi || be broadcasting the Zoom at the council chanbers
and taking comments there as well if you would like to
go there. And then the final nmeeting will be in
VWittier on Wednesday, August 17th from6:00 to
8:00 P. M

Again, all those neetings that are
happeni ng are formal hearings, and you can provi de your
comments there, or if you choose to go and -- if you
prefer to do them otherw se, you can do themonline, by
phone, or comment card. The information that was
presented this evening will also be presented the sane
at all the other neetings. So if you think sonething
differently will be presented, that's not the case.

What you saw tonight wll be seen at the next three

19

www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685 REGAL




© 0O N o 0o b~ W DN PP

N D NN NN P P PR R R PR R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P O

Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2
PUBLIC HEARING on 07/21/2022

nmeetings. Just so you know that's pretty nuch the
process. W're just spreading out the neetings for
everybody to participate.

So, with that, | think the next step is to
start with the formal coments. So what |'mgoing to do
I's introduce Edgar Gutierrez, who will be our hearing
officer, and he wll go through the formal hearing
process wth you.

EDGAR GUTI ERREZ: Thank you, Tito. And good
eveni ng everyone. Thank you for joining us. It's
certainly refreshing being able to hold an in person
nmeeting, and we want to thank you for nmaking the effort
to make it out here tonight. As Tito nentioned, ny role
Is just to facilitate the oral coment portions. So
sone rul es have already just been generally shared, and
|'"mgoing to repeat it again because it's worth
repeati ng.

W' re taking your comments tonight, and
we're not answering questions. So if you hear ne just
say "Thank you" and nod ny head even though you just
asked questions, that's the reason because | am not
authorized. M role is not to answer questions nor
anyone el se right here as part of the oral coment
portion. But as it's been noted, we have the open house

conponents. So you get sone clarifying guidance or
20
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where to |l ook for additional details that could help
i nformthe subm ssion of your comrents.

W still encourage you to submt any
conmments you have. You can comment through the entire
coment period like Tito nentioned there's a variety of
ways to do. So if you feel you didn't get your conment
inon time within the designated tine that we're
allowng, which is we're allow ng 90 seconds per speaker
tonight. So this is just to intended to capture your
t houghts, |ike a headline, but we would expect that your
more fully thought out comments you can have a chance to

submt themin a variety of ways. And if you're not

confortable with witing a conmment, you can just call it
and -- call back inif the tine limt expires. After
the presentation, the formal oral comment session, |ike

we nentioned, the court reporter will remain here until
8: 00.
And I'msorry that | couldn't answer your

gquestion, but perhaps soneone with the outreach team can

assi st you.

W're still getting the TV fixed, but just
in the interest of tinme, I"'mgoing to start going over
the process. It's been nentioned you shoul d have

recei ved a speaker card as part of the handout

materials, and we've already received sonme speaker cards
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fromthose that are interested in speaking. So if you
didn't notice and you're interested, please start
filling it out. Just hold it up in the air and soneone
wll cone by and pick it up fromyou. |If you need a
card, just hold your hand up and soneone will come by
wth a card and a pen for you to submt.

|'mgoing to be calling three names at a
time. It would be great if you could just be wthin the
general area and anticipate having to stand up. Even
t hough | call your nanme, | still encourage you to speak
your nane into the record to verify that you're
speaki ng. Sonetines we've had people junp in out of
sequence, and we want to nake sure that we capture the
coment related to your nane. And it's also very
hel pful if you provide a zip code what you associ ate
wi th your place of residence, place of work, whatever
you associate with this project. It mght give us a
sense of what your comment is nore closely tied to,
especially if there's not enough background. It's just
hel pful to just see where we're getting coments as part
of the process.

So, with that, last comment, |'Ill| say,
let's just be respectful to each other. R ght here we
have a defined process, and we have a variety of ways

for you to just continue participating. So we
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appreciate you just cooperating with the way it's set
up.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |'ve never been to one
of these --

EDGAR GUTI ERREZ: Again, | have to follow the
procedures of the hearing. |If you want to di scl ose any
concerns, | can discuss this with you afterwards, but |
have to follow through this process just so we all ow
nore time for the open house for those that want to take
advantage of that and get some ot her questions answered.

So I'"'mgoing to start off by calling the
first three nanes, and I'mcalling these in the order
that they were received. So as we were receiving them
we just placed a nunber, and they've been handed to ne
i n that sequence.

So first person up is Jorge Martinez. He
w il be foll owed up Ednund Vel oz, and then by Francisco
Martinez.

EDNA JI MENEZ: Let's put you here next to the
court reporter. Mke sure you say your nanme clearly and
your zip code so she can capture your comment. You have
90 seconds.

JORGE MARTINEZ: M nane is Jorge Martinez from
Mont ebel | o, 90640, and |'d like to say that Mntebello

doesn't want this, Pico Rivera doesn't want this Mtro,
23

www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685 REGAL




© 0O N o 0o b~ W DN PP

N D NN NN P P PR R R PR R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P O

Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2
PUBLIC HEARING on 07/21/2022

and we're finding out that people in Wittier do not
want this either. And why do we get -- what is it? --
backseat treatnent when people in North Mntebello put
up a petition wth 400 signatures and we've got over
1300 in South Montebello and Pico Rivera and not hi ng
happened? W've turned it in and absol utely nothing has
happened. And with the other situation, the SR 60 was
st opped because 400 people signed the petition, and
we're not getting equal treatment. That's it. Thank
you.

EDGAR GUTI ERREZ: Al'l right. Thank you, sir.

We'd |ike now to advance with our second
speaker. Edrmund Vel oz, if we could please cone up here
with Edna, she'll be having the mc ready for you.

And if we could ask Francisco Martinez to
foll ow Ednmund, and Francisco will be followed by
M ke Marti nez.

EDMUND VELQOZ: Hello, ny nane is Ednund Vel oz.
| live in South Montebello, and I'm 100 percent agai nst
this project. In 2019 there were six scoping neetings.
In Pico Rivera there were 16 people against the |ight
rail, 3 in favor. Montebello, 26 against, 8 in favor.
Wiittier, 10 in favor -- no -- 20 in favor, 10 against.

South EI Monte, 4 in favor, 4 against. East L. A, 20

against light rail, 4 against. Comerce, 2 in favor --
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2 against and 7 in favor.
What we did, we're advocating the TSM
alternative, and we've gotten -- nowit's close to over

1700 signatures in favor of the TSMalternative and

opposing the light rail. W're going to continue with
that. It grows -- it's continuing to grow. W have
been -- we have submtted this to the Metro people --

thirteen -- 1239 signatures they got, and in Mntebell o,
sane thing. So they know. Hilda Solis knows that she's
on the wong side and so does our Montebello city
council know. But all other people are going to know.
We're not going to stop. | don't know
where this man is comng from because he says there's no
nmore TSM alternative. He didn't even nention it, but |

know it's there, and that's what we're going to continue

w th because it's the best one. It costs us --
EDNA JI MENEZ: Thank you.
EDMUND VELOZ: -- 1/100th of the value of this

piece of crap. Don't let themsteal this noney from
you.

EDGAR GUTI ERREZ: W encourage you to continue
participating in the conment process. The court
reporter will be here to take additional coments, and
we have the open house for you to continue your

di scussion with staff.
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Wth that, 1'd like to continue with the
next speaker. | have Francisco Martinez foll owed by
M ke Martinez. These are the |ast two speaker cards.
| "' mreceiving anot her one.

So get the next person ready. So after
M ke wll be Blanca Chavez.

FRANCI SCO MARTI NEZ: Thank you for being here.
| gave up the hearings of the Senate congressional on
the Trunp takeover of Anerican denocracy. So this is
good. This is a good exanple of Anmerican denocracy
where we get up and speak our peace. | live in
uni ncorporated East Los Angeles. As a result, | have a
very narrow interest, and the narrowinterest is we'd
like to be treated fairly in the process of this
devel opnent.

W' ve al ready had a previous experience
with this when it cane through Los Angeles, and then it
came into unincorporated East Los Angel es.

Uni ncor por at ed East Los Angel es, we got ripped apart.
Boyl e Hei ghts, they got treated nice. It went

under ground, did not disrupt anything on the surface.
Got into unincorporated East Los Angel es and we got
ri pped up on Fourth Avenue. Destroyed the sense of
community in that area.

Now | ' m not agai nst progress, and | favor
26
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all advancenents in transportation. And in particular,
W th regards to com ng through uni ncorporated East
Los Angeles, Atlantic into the Cty of Commerce, go
under ground not on the surface.
EDGAR GUTI ERREZ: Thank you for your comments.
|'d like to now call up on Mke Martinez
who wi Il be followed by Blanca Chavez. And after Bl anca
w || be Eddie Torres.
M KE MARTINEZ: Hi, nmy nane is Mke Martinez.
|'man East L.A resident born and raised here for 43
years. | canme back to East L.A to ny roots to make
this comunity better. |'ve been back in East L. A for
8 years living right in front of the Gold Line here on
Third Street. Mstly I"'mhere to fight the inefficiency
of the way this project is going. It seens |ike Metro
Is just throwng noney at it. Want to run a 9-mle
train, very inefficient design.
| always nention this in our neetings:
Way not copy New York subway station? Very efficient.

Everybody rides the train over there. Same thing in

Atlanta. |'ve been living in front of the train
station -- even pre-pandemc -- and | see the cabins.
They're not even hal fway full. Just think of how nuch

percentage is a lot for you of a way a train should be

riding. How many riders? 20 percent? 50 percent?
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60 percent?

VWll, | did ny work, and | went into the

cabins nyself. | found out what's the nmaxi num occu
per each cabin, 75 passengers. You know how nmany

passengers | see in front of ny house every single

pancy

day

com ng and going per cabin? 6, 6 riders each way every

singl e day, pre-pandem c and after pandemc. That's

only 3.5 percent riders. What is the inefficiency
Not only that --
EDGAR GUTI ERREZ: Wap up your comment.
FRANCI SCO MARTI NEZ: And one nore thing fo
peopl e above rail, fight for them because they're ¢
to block your streets. There was a traffic stop r
in front of me, there was 21 sheriff patrol cars --
EDGAR GUTI ERREZ: Thank you, sir. | just

her e?

r the
oi ng

ght

wanted you to wap up your comment. W appreciate your

comments, and if you wanted to have anything el se
officially recorded for the record, we have a court
reporter here and other ways to coment.

So now I'd like to call on the next
speaker, Blanca Chavez, who wll be foll owed by
Eddie Torres. These are currently the |ast two spe
cards. So if there's anyone interested, please fil
a speaker card. Raise your hand if you need one.

We have a Spani sh speaker who w Il be

aker

| out
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maki ng a comment, and the interpreter will be
translating. So we'll be giving her extra tine just to
accommodate for the interpretation.

BLANCA CHAVEZ: One nust know t he schedul e of
t he bus because we want to know when what bus cones and
another one cones. So it's inportant to have a
schedul e. Yeah, they take a long time fromone bus to
anot her; so we need to know that. Yeah, there's al so
the bus stop there, and they just take a long tinme there
at the bus top, and also the passengers are losing tine
as well. So we also want themto train the bus drivers
so that, when the bus is really full, that he would be
ki nd enough to just people to nove on down so that
everybody can be seated or be orderly in the bus.

Thank you very much. Thank you very nuch
for this neeting. | think it's very helpful. | got the
flyer at hone, and | congratulate you for this.

EDGAR GUTI ERREZ: Thank you for your comments.

So now I'mgoing to call what's ny | ast
speaker, Eddie Torres.

And if anyone is interested, nowis the
time to fill out the card. Oherw se, after Eddie
Torres, we will plan on concluding the presentation.

And any remaining time until 8:00 we will go back to the

open house. The court reporter will also be here.
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So, Eddie, when you're ready, we'll start
t he cl ock.
EDDIE TORRES: M nane is Eddie Torres,
resident, East Los Angeles, all ny life. |'mhere
representing the East Los Angel es Chanber of Conmerce

t hat has the best interest of the business of the

communi ty.

NO 1, the tineline for this Metro project
right nowis too fast. It started fromthe first
meeting in January, now md July -- early July, it's

already going to the EIR  That's too fast. There is --
the community had a neeting at Atlantic Park, and there
was a | ot of people that just were shut off. Their
coments were not heard. Metro never nade that up to
us.

The EIR doesn't list addresses. It gives
parcel nunbers. So we had to research it. And thank
God for Hlda Solis' office. They gave us the actual
addresses, and there's a ton of them Wy would you
hi de that?

The station being relocated fromAtlantic
and Ponona where it's currently at to Atlantic and
Beverly, | believe, we should have had sone renderings
here to see the covered concept or the open concept.

The EIR shoul d be extended because we don't have city
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council to oversee what we're doing.

Being part of the East L.A Chanber of
Commerce, one of the local voices you have, | have a
sign-in sheet here. So if anyone wants to join, I'm
part of the East L.A Coalition, residents and
busi nesses wor ki ng together to hold Metro accountabl e.
W don't want another Third Street. Thank you.

EDGAR GUTI ERREZ: Thank you for your comments.

And in the course of Eddie's coment, we
recei ved anot her speaker card. So Denise -- Denise H.
| apol ogi ze for m spronouncing. |f you could please
speak your nane into the record.

DENI SE HAGOPI AN:  Deni se Hagopi an, Mont ebel | o,

90640. | have a couple of comments. | don't feel that
t he busi nesses that are on Washi ngton have been notified
properly or at all. | feel that Washington Boul evard
doesn't have buses now which to nme neans that residents
aren't using that route to go Downtown L. A

Montebell o is being used as a
t horoughfare. So our businesses will be put out of
busi ness. The property values wll be degraded. The
noi se and the pollution level will be increased. And |
don't know if you were listening to the trains as they
were going by and the cars, but | could hear themfrom

here. So | think that we have a | ot of noise and
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pol lution mtigations and property owners to di scuss
where they stand so that they don't |ose their
I nvest nent but especially all the businesses.

Wth | essened truck traffic, all those
truck service stations, truck car washes, naintenance
men, their whole lives were invested in their business,
and they' Il now be out of business. And they already
proved on Third Street that they didn't take care of the
busi ness owners because those busi ness owners went
bankrupt. Thank you.

EDGAR GUTI ERREZ: Thank you for your comment.

So there's no additional speaker cards.
So this will conclude our formal oral comment segnent.
|'d like to just call up Tito.

|f you could just cone up to just close
out the hearing. This is the end of ny role. As |
said, | was just facilitating the public hearing oral
conmment process. Thank you for cooperating with the
process, and we encourage you to stick around for the
open house and have your questions answered. Anything
t hat can help you provide an informed comrent.

TI TO CORONA:  Thank you, Edgar.

Again, this is not the conclusion of the

meeting. W are here until 8:00. Since we are done

receiving formal comments, we're going to close the
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hearing at 7:12 P.M today on Thursday, July 21st. That
portion is concl uded.

W are now going to ask our staff to take
their stations. |If you would Iike to speak one on one
wth to staff to get nore information, please do so as
soon as we conclude this portion.

As we stated earlier, the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Report document is available for
revi ew and comment through August 29th. You can al so
submt comments in witing to Jenny Cristal es-Cevall os,
witten.

|f you want to submt coments verbally
here, you can do so here. To ny right you wll also be
able to just state the information for the record. But,
again, speak clearly and slowy so that it could be
docunented. There is no tiner here if you would like to
have extended comments there.

You can al so submt coments
el ectronically, metro. net/eastsideconments, or you can
also call inif you would like to just review nore
i nformati on and then ask |ater on or submt your
comments | ater on, you have until August 29th at
(213) 922- 3012.

And as | said earlier, every hearing that

we're having -- this is our first of four. W wll be
33
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able to do these in person with three out of four. You
can provide comments there. Just so whatever you
experienced here, we'll have this also in Mntebello and
we'll also have this in Wittier and Pico Rivera for the
virtual nmeeting. You will be able to view that online.

So pretty nmuch that's how today is going.
"' mgoing to conclude this portion, but | ask you again
to please ask your questions. This is why staff is here
to better explainit. |If you have any additional
guestions you would |i ke, we have different stations to
provide that information for you.

So, with that, I want to thank you for
comng, and I'mgoing to close this presentation. Thank
you agai n.

[ PRESENTATI ON CLOSED. ]
THE FOLLOWN NG PUBLI C COWENT WAS SUBM TTED
VI A THE COURT REPORTER:

EDDI E TORRES: Eddie Torres, resident of East
Los Angel es, co-founder of the East Los Angel es
Coalition. So I'mthe co-founder of the East
Los Angeles Coalition. Early on we asked Metro to
provide us wth parking if they were going to take the
Sketcher's parking lot on Atlantic and Wittier. W see
that the EIRis going to affect the parking structure,
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and we're going to |l ose the parking structure on
Atlantic and Wiittier. So we feel that we need parking
repl aced because people are going to be com ng and
parking in private parking lots to go take the Metro.

They do it right now currently on the
Pomona and Atlantic station. Instead of paying for
parking, parking at the station, they'll park at the
Metro Plaza privatel y-owned parking, and they'|ll park at
the McDonal d's parking and -- because the custoners --

t he busi nesses | ose the custoner parking, right. And
then al so we've asked from Metro and the powers that be
to strongly enforce the parking regulations on Atlantic
Boul evard because, once the construction starts, there's
going to be I ess parking and nore inpacts.

L. A. County spent over $100,000 on a
parki ng study proving that we were -- for the businesses
we didn't have enough parking spaces to have -- help the
busi nesses stay in business, flourish. But on that note
they're not enforcing any of the parking |aws, and when
Metro starts, it's going to be increased of an inpact.

W' ve asked fromthe very beginning to
have security and be -- be aware that the underground
stations, we want to make sure that there's security and
there's people | ooking out for the comuters and not

all ow t he honel ess people to bother themor set up
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encanpnents. | don't see that addressed.

The addresses that were clearly stated in
prior EIR s from Metro now are parcel nunbers. W feel
that that's a disservice to the process, and they're not
bei ng transparent.

Metro on the Third Street project prom sed
us busi nesses on the bottom fl oor of the Metro parking
| ot on Ponpbna and Atlantic. They never did that. They
prom sed us they were going to replace the parking that
they took along third street. Metro never did that. So
we want to hold Metro accountabl e and nmake sure that we
get all that we need and not sold a bill of goods.

Al so, the East Los Angel es Chanber of
Commerce and the East L. A Coalition support the covered
concept for the relocation of the Atlantic and Ponpbna
station. W do not support the open-air design. Thank

you.

--00000- -
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CERTI FI CATE
OF
CERTI FI ED SHORTHAND REPORTER

The undersi gned Certified Shorthand
Reporter O the State of California does hereby certify:
That the foregoing transcript of the
Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 Draft Environnental
| npact Report PUBLI C HEARI NG hel d on JULY 21, 2022, was
t aken down by me stenographically and that said
transcript is a true and correct transcription of the

pr oceedi ngs hel d.

In witness whereof, | have subscri bed ny

name on this 11th day of August, 2022.

Danietle |/ 7@/&/‘

Danielle V. Taylor, CSR No. 12335
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 1                         TRANSCRIPT

 2                             OF

 3             EASTSIDE TRANSIT CORRIDOR PHASE 2

 4     DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT PUBLIC HEARING

 5                     HELD JULY 21, 2022

 6                EAST LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

 7

 8

                           --oo0oo--

 9

10

11  -        (Hearing in progress.  Begin transcript:)

12

13           TITO CORONA:  I will ask one more time.

14  (Speaking in Spanish.)  And the most important thing

15  here is that we respect each other, each other's

16  opinions.  You have taken the time this afternoon to

17  come and hear about the project, to listen to what's

18  going and share your comments.  Respect your neighbors.

19  You can disagree with what they have to say.  That's

20  fine, but please refrain from any back and forth with

21  anyone in the audience.  Just focus your time and energy

22  and your comments towards us so we can take this

23  information and process it for the environmental

24  document.

25                So, with that, I would like to introduce
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 1  Jenny Cristales-Cevallos who will begin with the

 2  presentation portion of this, and we will move forward

 3  with the presentation here.

 4           JENNY CRISTALES-CEVALLOS:  Good afternoon.

 5  Thank you everybody for being out here.  It's a little

 6  hot, but this is definitely an important milestone in

 7  the project and an opportunity for everyone to provide

 8  comment.  We've had a very spirited conversation over by

 9  the project overview map.  So we're looking forward to

10  your comments today.

11                I just want to go over the project

12  overview before I hand it over to Jaime Guzman who's

13  with AECOM, CDM Smith, who they basically put together

14  and did the technical analysis with their expertise for

15  the draft environmental document.

16                So for the project overview, this is a

17  Measure M funded project, and so right now we're

18  following Measure M project timeline.  So right now

19  we're currently in the environmental process, and we're

20  looking to conclude that in 2023.  Right now where we're

21  at is we released a draft environmental document and the

22  next steps will be that the board will select a locally

23  preferred alternative considering all the comments that

24  we've heard through the comment period.

25                From there, once we receive -- we've done
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 1  the final environmental clearance, we then go into final

 2  design by 2028, and in 2029 that's when we would receive

 3  the funding from Measure M which is approximately about

 4  $3 billion in 2029.  So that's when we would anticipate

 5  for construction to occur should the board approve the

 6  project and into operations by 2035.

 7                So I'm going to briefly explain the

 8  alternatives, and these are the alternatives that are

 9  studied in the environmental document, but Jaime will

10  talk about these a bit more in depth.

11                So the Alternative 1, which is a

12  Washington alternative, the full proposed project, is

13  about 9 miles.  That includes seven stations including

14  the Atlantic-Pomona relocated station.  So as you can

15  see here, the Atlantic station right now is at grade and

16  because the alignment will go underground on Atlantic,

17  we are looking at relocating that, and there are two

18  design options for that.  If you have questions about

19  that, later after the public hearing, we can definitely

20  go over that information with you as well.

21                And so we would continue for 3 miles down

22  Atlantic curving into Commerce/Citadel.  So the Atlantic

23  and Whittier station would be underground and so would

24  the Commerce/Citadel station.  Then we would go into an

25  aerial configuration.  What that means, we'd be coming
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 1  out of the tunnel, and the alignment would be on

 2  columns.

 3                From there, we have two design options in

 4  the City of Montebello which would be either the aerial

 5  configuration, once again on columns, and then at-grade

 6  for Greenwood station as well.

 7                From there, the project would proceed on

 8  Washington Boulevard center-running down to the City of

 9  Whittier.  So that would include the three at-grade

10  stations which would be Rosemead, Norwalk, and Lambert

11  station.

12                What we're also studying are the other two

13  alternatives which are our initial operating segments.

14  What that does is it allows us to do a phase approach,

15  and the environmental study allows us to do this in a

16  phase approach.  So the first alternative to the IOS

17  Commerce is 3.2 miles, and that includes again the

18  Atlantic/Pomona station relocated, Atlantic and

19  Whittier, and also to the City of Commerce.  And this

20  could be serviced by the Commerce maintenance storage

21  facility site, and I'll talk a little bit more about the

22  maintenance storage facility sites in the next slide.

23                And then we have Alternative 3, IOS to

24  Greenwood, essentially going from Atlantic/Pomona,

25  Atlantic/Whittier, Commerce/Citadel to Greenwood with
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 1  the two design options there, and that's approximately

 2  4.6 miles.

 3                So as part of the project, what we've had

 4  to designate as well is a maintenance storage facility

 5  site, essentially where we will store the light rail

 6  vehicles, we'll do maintenance.  And in the City of

 7  Commerce we've identified a site right between Saybrook

 8  and Davie.  And part of the criteria is that the

 9  maintenance storage facility site has to be within the

10  immediate area of the project so that we can access

11  that.  And then also a maintenance storage facility site

12  in Montebello, that is slightly larger, about a 120

13  light rail vehicles that can be stored there.  And,

14  again, in these particular areas, it's industrial areas

15  where the maintenance storage facility sites can blend

16  in with the land uses there.  So we would have different

17  lead tracks going into maintenance storage facility

18  site.  In June we had some community meetings that also

19  talked about these in depth.  We have that information

20  available on the website as well.

21                So, with that, I'm going to turn it over

22  to Jaime.  He's going to walk through the environmental

23  document, how it's outlined, how you can navigate

24  through it, where you can access it, and then he's also

25  going to hit on some topics that would be good
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 1  information for the community to be aware of as you

 2  review the environmental document.

 3           JAIME GUZMAN:  Thank you, Jenny.  And thank you

 4  again for coming out here.

 5                So I'm going to just give you a way --

 6  some information on what we've been doing, we've been

 7  working on this document for a few years, what is in the

 8  document, how to navigate it so that it's easier to

 9  understand as well as some of the specific impacts and

10  outcomes that we've found as part of our environmental

11  review.

12                Under the California Environmental Quality

13  Act, or CEQA, we are required to look at several topics.

14  The lead agency is Metro for this project, and what we

15  did in this report is to evaluate all of the three

16  alternatives that Jenny just mentioned at the equal

17  level, meaning that they all have the same level of

18  analysis, they looked at all the different topics, and

19  then we also looked at the impacts of the maintenance

20  facilities and also any design options.

21                And so what we looked at is we looked at

22  impacts that the different elements of the alignments

23  would have compared to existing conditions, which we

24  used 2019.  Some of the data is skewed after 2019

25  because of the pandemic.  So we utilized the 2019 date.
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 1  We also looked at whether we can apply some best

 2  management practices, construction that Metro, having a

 3  lot of the experience recently with building their light

 4  rail system, could implement as well as looking at the

 5  comments that we have received in various meetings up to

 6  date as well as the scoping meeting that we had in 2019

 7  when the project kicked off.

 8                So the draft document is organized in this

 9  way here, and this is available in the PowerPoint which

10  will also be available online.  And, basically, we have

11  an executive summary which we encourage everybody to

12  review.  That gives a summary of the entire document

13  including all of the impacts and mitigation measures

14  proposed.  We have a project description which, you

15  know, provides what we analyzed, all the different

16  elements of the project, and the meatier, Chapter 3,

17  which is the evaluation of all of the different

18  resources.  We have listing of those resources between

19  stations 3 and 4, and then we have them listed here, and

20  all of these have been evaluated in the environmental

21  impact report.

22                For each of the sections in Chapter 3, the

23  way they're broken down is by looking at the regulatory

24  framework, so what the laws are that are applicable to

25  each of these topics.  In this case, we are showing
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 1  transportation, but this is the same for all the

 2  different topics.  We also look at the methodology, so

 3  the things that are required to be looked at

 4  particularly with CEQA.  We have the CEQA thresholds

 5  that we are utilizing for each impact analysis.  And we

 6  looked at the existing conditions, again, primarily in

 7  2019, and then we looked at the impact evaluation

 8  comparing what the project will be doing for all the

 9  different elements with the existing conditions.

10                If needed, we will list afterwards the --

11  any project measures that Metro has already committed to

12  by doing other projects such as traffic management plans

13  and things like that, things that are standard in terms

14  of any construction and operations as well as any

15  regulatory requirements.  And then if there are impacts

16  that require additional reduction in impacts, we look at

17  mitigation measures, and those are listed there as well.

18                It's a lot to -- to take this table here

19  and all that it is intended to show is that at the end

20  of each chapter we have a table that summarizes the

21  mitigation measures and impacts for all the different

22  alternatives so that people can look at it and compare

23  the alternatives and the different types of design

24  options as well.

25                As I mentioned, part of what we look at --
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 1  when we're looking at impacts, we have a certain impact

 2  determination.  Either impacts are significant, and if

 3  impacts are significant, we look at other things that

 4  the project can already incorporate as part of its

 5  process to minimize those impacts.  A lot of those are

 6  project measures, what we call project measures, which

 7  are either regulations by other agencies or other

 8  measures that Metro has implemented in other projects

 9  that they are agreed to to implement in this project.

10  And as I mentioned, above and beyond that, we would look

11  at impacts, if there's more impacts to look at

12  mitigation measures that can help minimize those and

13  that can be implemented and looked at and enforced by

14  Metro.

15                What this table shows is a summary of the

16  different impact for all the alternatives and the

17  different topics.  For the most part, these impacts are

18  fairly -- you know, they're fairly common to most

19  construction projects of light rail.  And so the ones

20  that I wanted to talk about are ones that we have

21  included mitigation for to reduce the impact to less

22  than significant, and then also a couple of them that

23  even with mitigation measure we're not able to reduce

24  impacts.

25                For example, for paleontological

�

0010

 1  resources, because we are going to be using a tunnel

 2  boring machine for the underground portion, it's very

 3  difficult, almost impossible, to mitigate and be able to

 4  monitor that because the drill basically grounds up the

 5  resources.  So those impacts become significant

 6  unavoidable.

 7                And then one of the other ones is historic

 8  resources.  In this particular case, it's a historic

 9  building and district, and there is one option --

10  maintenance facility option that would impact that to

11  significant unavoidable level, and I'll talk about that

12  right now.

13                So for the cultural resources we have the

14  Vail Field Industrial Addition District located in the

15  City of Commerce where the proposed maintenance facility

16  would be located.  The impact to that would be that it

17  would be taking properties and demolishing them for the

18  construction of the maintenance facility.  And some of

19  the mitigations that we can do are to provide some

20  signage or some kind of recording of the historic

21  properties and the district, but ultimately to construct

22  it we would need to take the properties, and that would

23  result in significant unavoidable impacts.  That would

24  be for any alternative that uses the Commerce MSF, or

25  maintenance facility.
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 1                For the rivers we are going to be

 2  reconstructing the bridge that goes over Rio Hondo as

 3  well as the bridge that is going over the San Gabriel

 4  River.  There are some potential hydrology impacts due

 5  to the construction of the bridge in the river -- the

 6  reconstruction of the bridge, installing the pylons.  So

 7  we've included some mitigations to maintain the flow and

 8  also to reduce the pollutants that can affect the water

 9  quality in the area, and those mitigations will reduce

10  it to less than significant.

11                In addition to that, we have looked at the

12  potential impact to traffic as the bridges are being

13  reconstructed, and it will be part of the traffic

14  management plan to make sure that access is provided

15  throughout construction, and that will be coordinated

16  with the local jurisdictions and stakeholders so that it

17  could be scheduled in appropriate times.

18                Some of the other impacts that we know

19  we've heard from different communities about is noise

20  and what the noise levels will be.  We've studied that

21  in the document, and some of the, you know, major

22  concerns have been whether we're going to be affecting

23  sensitive uses such as residences and hospitals, parks.

24  So what we've done is to evaluate the different criteria

25  and different types of track work that would be in the
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 1  area, and one of the types of track work that tends to

 2  create a little bit more of noise is where there are

 3  crossovers between the two different sets of tracks.

 4  And so what we've tried to do from an engineering

 5  perspective is to place them as far away from the

 6  sensitive uses as we can, and where we cannot do that

 7  due to the engineering restraints on that, we've

 8  provided some mitigation measures including to avoid

 9  some of the heavy pile construction near residences and

10  also for vibration to include vibration absorbing

11  materials underneath these crossover areas so that could

12  minimize some of the vibration that could be felt by

13  community members.

14                Another topic that people have brought up

15  in previous meetings and wanted to discuss is access by

16  the emergency responders.  We understand that whenever

17  there's a construction project like that and there's

18  detours or lane closures that it can affect the response

19  times for police/fire.  So part of what we do is to look

20  at the Traffic Management Plan.  Again, that is

21  something that at this point is a mitigation measure.

22  As the project goes into final design and further --

23  further in the planning process that Traffic Management

24  Plan will be flushed out and ultimately discussed with

25  local police/fire and the cities as well as the public
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 1  to make sure that they are meeting the needs of the

 2  communities.  Some of the coordination has already

 3  started by Metro on emergency responders so that they

 4  can get the input on the alignment and also where we can

 5  provide, you know, some assistance for -- to maintain

 6  access during construction.

 7                Traffic is obviously a very important

 8  impact for this area.  We are evaluating the traffic per

 9  the CEQA guidelines, and in particular we're looking at

10  potential effects of construction detours, haul routes,

11  as well as during operations.  What we have included is,

12  again, traffic management plans, the creation of that,

13  which again is required to have input from the local

14  jurisdictions to be approved by them, also by

15  police/fire, and then the public will also have input on

16  the timing and where those happen.  So that's still

17  something that can be done for final design.

18                One of the things that CEQA requires us to

19  do is to look at which -- which alternative is

20  considered the environmentally superior alternative.

21  And what that means is that, based on the analysis that

22  we've conducted here and the mitigation impacts --

23  mitigation as well as the impacts, which one between the

24  three build alternatives is the environmental superior

25  alternative.  In this case, as we can see in the
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 1  document, the environmental superior alternative is

 2  alternative 3, which is the initial operating segment to

 3  Montebello, and the one thing I wanted to discuss about

 4  this is that this environmental superior alternative

 5  does not mean that this the locally preferred

 6  alternative that the board will select on a later date.

 7  It is also not necessarily the alternative that's going

 8  to be built.

 9                Again, this is a CEQA requirement.  So we

10  do this to comply with the state law.  And all this

11  information in addition to all the comments that we

12  receive here and at other meetings will be taken into

13  consideration as well as any information about project

14  benefits when the board then selects the locally

15  preferred alternative.  And as I mentioned, your input

16  will be very important to that.

17                So one of the things I wanted to talk to

18  you about is how to make comments that I think will be

19  very impactful as the document moves forward.  I think

20  most of you have either been to meetings before or made

21  a lot of different comments either online or in person,

22  and I think one of the things that we would like to

23  recommend is that you be specific as possible on the

24  type of environmental impact or any concerns that you

25  have and then also think about some of the components of
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 1  the document that you can provide comments on such as,

 2  you know, if we have mitigation measures, those are not

 3  set in stone.  Those are things that people can comment

 4  on and provide their feedback on, and sometimes that can

 5  be modified to benefit better the public.

 6                So once we receive your comments today and

 7  then we receive all the comments through August 29th, we

 8  will be looking at all the different comments, we will

 9  be providing responses to those comments and compiling a

10  document that has all that information.  That

11  information will be provided to the board, and they will

12  take all those comments and responses into consideration

13  when they choose the locally preferred alternative.  So

14  we really encourage you to provide formal comments.  If

15  you want to, when we're ready to start the formal

16  process, do it orally or you can -- have you write them

17  and prepare to us or send them by e-mail later, whatever

18  is most comfortable to you.

19                But I really encourage you to do that, and

20  I thank you again for coming out here.  So I think, with

21  that, I'll turn it over to Tito.

22           TITO CORONA:  So, yes, we're getting close to

23  starting the actual formal comment presentation portion

24  of this meeting, but before we do that, let's talk about

25  what the next steps are.  So the public comments
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 1  received tonight and also between the release of the

 2  draft environmental impact report which was on June 30th

 3  to August 29th, you can provide comments.  This is a

 4  formal presentation, which you can do it here verbally,

 5  but the comments that you provide either here or written

 6  or if you call us and leave a message, it's the same.

 7  It's received the same way, and it's all evaluated into

 8  the final environmental impact report.

 9                Again, this is just a formal portion of

10  the whole process.  So if something comes up later after

11  today's meeting, you have plenty of time to provide your

12  comments, and I encourage you to also let other folks

13  know that there are other ways to provide comments not

14  just going to the meetings.  And, again, the responses

15  to the comments will be done on the following

16  environmental document which is the final environmental

17  impact report.  So here we will only be taking your

18  comments.  So if you ask questions or anything, the

19  responses will be in the document.  We're not formally

20  making any responses here.

21                If you have questions where you need

22  immediate answers, you can do so after the formal

23  hearing and speak to our staff on the side.  That's what

24  we had the open house for.  It was to have that

25  dialogue.  But during the hearing, I just want to let
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 1  you know that's what's happening.

 2                Later this year, after we finish the

 3  environmental comment period, we come back to the Metro

 4  board for the locally preferred alternative for another

 5  board decision.  And following that, should that move

 6  forward, the next step is the release of what we call

 7  the Final Environmental Impact Report, and when that's

 8  released, it will go to the Metro board for approval and

 9  certification.  And if that happens, then that's when

10  this project is officially a project and we can move

11  forward with the next phases, and that's expected --

12  these are all tentative dates, but we're looking at mid-

13  2023 for the board approval.

14                And for those of you who would love to

15  hear about all this happening and get information, the

16  best way to get in contact or be in the know is to sign

17  in.  So if you didn't sign in and provide your e-mail

18  address, please do so now so we can send you this

19  information so you are aware of all the steps in the

20  process.

21                So like I said earlier, the document is

22  available through August 29th.  You can also send your

23  comments in writing through mail.  If you wish to write

24  a letter and send them formally, you can do so by

25  sending them to Jenny Cristales-Cevallos, who was the
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 1  first presenter this afternoon, and the information is

 2  up here.  We also have comment cards with all the

 3  information at the front to give to you to provide the

 4  comments in writing, but it will be to Jenny

 5  Cristales-Cevallos, Project Manager at Metro, at

 6  One Gateway Plaza, MS 99-22-7, Los Angeles, California,

 7  90012.

 8                You can also provide comments online if

 9  you just prefer to do them in writing by a computer or

10  tablet or phone.  You can go to

11  metro.net/eastsidecomments.  That will take you directly

12  to a comment form that you can fill out electronically.

13  That's another way to provide your comments.

14                If you prefer to say your comments

15  verbally but you don't want to do it here, you can do it

16  by phone by calling the project hotline at

17  (213)922-3012.

18                And, again, if you are comfortable

19  speaking in front of the folks tonight, you can make

20  your official comments here as well.  If you are not

21  comfortable speaking in front of the audience but you

22  want to leave your comments, you can do so in writing.

23  We have comment cards in the back that you can leave

24  your official comments that way.

25                Tonight is one of four meetings that we're
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 1  having.  Three will be in-person.  So tonight is

 2  East L.A., and then the Montebello is Saturday,

 3  July 30th from 10 A.M. to Noon.  That's a Saturday

 4  meeting.  The third meeting will be a Zoom call or Zoom

 5  meeting online which you can participate via computer.

 6  If you would like to go in person and view the meeting,

 7  we are having an in person viewing option at

 8  Pico Rivera's Council Chambers in Pico Rivera on that

 9  date, which is Thursday, August 11th from 6:00 to

10  8:00 P.M.  So if you would like to view information and

11  participate there at Pico Rivera, you can do so, and we

12  will be broadcasting the Zoom at the council chambers

13  and taking comments there as well if you would like to

14  go there.  And then the final meeting will be in

15  Whittier on Wednesday, August 17th from 6:00 to

16  8:00 P.M.

17                Again, all those meetings that are

18  happening are formal hearings, and you can provide your

19  comments there, or if you choose to go and -- if you

20  prefer to do them otherwise, you can do them online, by

21  phone, or comment card.  The information that was

22  presented this evening will also be presented the same

23  at all the other meetings.  So if you think something

24  differently will be presented, that's not the case.

25  What you saw tonight will be seen at the next three
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 1  meetings.  Just so you know that's pretty much the

 2  process.  We're just spreading out the meetings for

 3  everybody to participate.

 4                So, with that, I think the next step is to

 5  start with the formal comments.  So what I'm going to do

 6  is introduce Edgar Gutierrez, who will be our hearing

 7  officer, and he will go through the formal hearing

 8  process with you.

 9           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Tito.  And good

10  evening everyone.  Thank you for joining us.  It's

11  certainly refreshing being able to hold an in person

12  meeting, and we want to thank you for making the effort

13  to make it out here tonight.  As Tito mentioned, my role

14  is just to facilitate the oral comment portions.  So

15  some rules have already just been generally shared, and

16  I'm going to repeat it again because it's worth

17  repeating.

18                We're taking your comments tonight, and

19  we're not answering questions.  So if you hear me just

20  say "Thank you" and nod my head even though you just

21  asked questions, that's the reason because I am not

22  authorized.  My role is not to answer questions nor

23  anyone else right here as part of the oral comment

24  portion.  But as it's been noted, we have the open house

25  components.  So you get some clarifying guidance or
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 1  where to look for additional details that could help

 2  inform the submission of your comments.

 3                We still encourage you to submit any

 4  comments you have.  You can comment through the entire

 5  comment period like Tito mentioned there's a variety of

 6  ways to do.  So if you feel you didn't get your comment

 7  in on time within the designated time that we're

 8  allowing, which is we're allowing 90 seconds per speaker

 9  tonight.  So this is just to intended to capture your

10  thoughts, like a headline, but we would expect that your

11  more fully thought out comments you can have a chance to

12  submit them in a variety of ways.  And if you're not

13  comfortable with writing a comment, you can just call it

14  and -- call back in if the time limit expires.  After

15  the presentation, the formal oral comment session, like

16  we mentioned, the court reporter will remain here until

17  8:00.

18                And I'm sorry that I couldn't answer your

19  question, but perhaps someone with the outreach team can

20  assist you.

21                We're still getting the TV fixed, but just

22  in the interest of time, I'm going to start going over

23  the process.  It's been mentioned you should have

24  received a speaker card as part of the handout

25  materials, and we've already received some speaker cards
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 1  from those that are interested in speaking.  So if you

 2  didn't notice and you're interested, please start

 3  filling it out.  Just hold it up in the air and someone

 4  will come by and pick it up from you.  If you need a

 5  card, just hold your hand up and someone will come by

 6  with a card and a pen for you to submit.

 7                I'm going to be calling three names at a

 8  time.  It would be great if you could just be within the

 9  general area and anticipate having to stand up.  Even

10  though I call your name, I still encourage you to speak

11  your name into the record to verify that you're

12  speaking.  Sometimes we've had people jump in out of

13  sequence, and we want to make sure that we capture the

14  comment related to your name.  And it's also very

15  helpful if you provide a zip code what you associate

16  with your place of residence, place of work, whatever

17  you associate with this project.  It might give us a

18  sense of what your comment is more closely tied to,

19  especially if there's not enough background.  It's just

20  helpful to just see where we're getting comments as part

21  of the process.

22                So, with that, last comment, I'll say,

23  let's just be respectful to each other.  Right here we

24  have a defined process, and we have a variety of ways

25  for you to just continue participating.  So we
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 1  appreciate you just cooperating with the way it's set

 2  up.

 3           UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I've never been to one

 4  of these --

 5           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Again, I have to follow the

 6  procedures of the hearing.  If you want to disclose any

 7  concerns, I can discuss this with you afterwards, but I

 8  have to follow through this process just so we allow

 9  more time for the open house for those that want to take

10  advantage of that and get some other questions answered.

11                So I'm going to start off by calling the

12  first three names, and I'm calling these in the order

13  that they were received.  So as we were receiving them,

14  we just placed a number, and they've been handed to me

15  in that sequence.

16                So first person up is Jorge Martinez.  He

17  will be followed up Edmund Veloz, and then by Francisco

18  Martinez.

19           EDNA JIMENEZ:  Let's put you here next to the

20  court reporter.  Make sure you say your name clearly and

21  your zip code so she can capture your comment.  You have

22  90 seconds.

23           JORGE MARTINEZ:  My name is Jorge Martinez from

24  Montebello, 90640, and I'd like to say that Montebello

25  doesn't want this, Pico Rivera doesn't want this Metro,
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 1  and we're finding out that people in Whittier do not

 2  want this either.  And why do we get -- what is it? --

 3  backseat treatment when people in North Montebello put

 4  up a petition with 400 signatures and we've got over

 5  1300 in South Montebello and Pico Rivera and nothing

 6  happened?  We've turned it in and absolutely nothing has

 7  happened.  And with the other situation, the SR-60 was

 8  stopped because 400 people signed the petition, and

 9  we're not getting equal treatment.  That's it.  Thank

10  you.

11           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  All right.  Thank you, sir.

12                We'd like now to advance with our second

13  speaker.  Edmund Veloz, if we could please come up here

14  with Edna, she'll be having the mic ready for you.

15                And if we could ask Francisco Martinez to

16  follow Edmund, and Francisco will be followed by

17  Mike Martinez.

18           EDMUND VELOZ:  Hello, my name is Edmund Veloz.

19  I live in South Montebello, and I'm 100 percent against

20  this project.  In 2019 there were six scoping meetings.

21  In Pico Rivera there were 16 people against the light

22  rail, 3 in favor.  Montebello, 26 against, 8 in favor.

23  Whittier, 10 in favor -- no -- 20 in favor, 10 against.

24  South El Monte, 4 in favor, 4 against.  East L.A., 20

25  against light rail, 4 against.  Commerce, 2 in favor --
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 1  2 against and 7 in favor.

 2                What we did, we're advocating the TSM

 3  alternative, and we've gotten -- now it's close to over

 4  1700 signatures in favor of the TSM alternative and

 5  opposing the light rail.  We're going to continue with

 6  that.  It grows -- it's continuing to grow.  We have

 7  been -- we have submitted this to the Metro people --

 8  thirteen -- 1239 signatures they got, and in Montebello,

 9  same thing.  So they know.  Hilda Solis knows that she's

10  on the wrong side and so does our Montebello city

11  council know.  But all other people are going to know.

12                We're not going to stop.  I don't know

13  where this man is coming from because he says there's no

14  more TSM alternative.  He didn't even mention it, but I

15  know it's there, and that's what we're going to continue

16  with because it's the best one.  It costs us --

17           EDNA JIMENEZ:  Thank you.

18           EDMUND VELOZ:  -- 1/100th of the value of this

19  piece of crap.  Don't let them steal this money from

20  you.

21           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  We encourage you to continue

22  participating in the comment process.  The court

23  reporter will be here to take additional comments, and

24  we have the open house for you to continue your

25  discussion with staff.
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 1                With that, I'd like to continue with the

 2  next speaker.  I have Francisco Martinez followed by

 3  Mike Martinez.  These are the last two speaker cards.

 4  I'm receiving another one.

 5                So get the next person ready.  So after

 6  Mike will be Blanca Chavez.

 7           FRANCISCO MARTINEZ:  Thank you for being here.

 8  I gave up the hearings of the Senate congressional on

 9  the Trump takeover of American democracy.  So this is

10  good.  This is a good example of American democracy

11  where we get up and speak our peace.  I live in

12  unincorporated East Los Angeles.  As a result, I have a

13  very narrow interest, and the narrow interest is we'd

14  like to be treated fairly in the process of this

15  development.

16                We've already had a previous experience

17  with this when it came through Los Angeles, and then it

18  came into unincorporated East Los Angeles.

19  Unincorporated East Los Angeles, we got ripped apart.

20  Boyle Heights, they got treated nice.  It went

21  underground, did not disrupt anything on the surface.

22  Got into unincorporated East Los Angeles and we got

23  ripped up on Fourth Avenue.  Destroyed the sense of

24  community in that area.

25                Now I'm not against progress, and I favor
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 1  all advancements in transportation.  And in particular,

 2  with regards to coming through unincorporated East

 3  Los Angeles, Atlantic into the City of Commerce, go

 4  underground not on the surface.

 5           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comments.

 6                I'd like to now call up on Mike Martinez

 7  who will be followed by Blanca Chavez.  And after Blanca

 8  will be Eddie Torres.

 9           MIKE MARTINEZ:  Hi, my name is Mike Martinez.

10  I'm an East L.A. resident born and raised here for 43

11  years.  I came back to East L.A. to my roots to make

12  this community better.  I've been back in East L.A. for

13  8 years living right in front of the Gold Line here on

14  Third Street.  Mostly I'm here to fight the inefficiency

15  of the way this project is going.  It seems like Metro

16  is just throwing money at it.  Want to run a 9-mile

17  train, very inefficient design.

18                I always mention this in our meetings:

19  Why not copy New York subway station?  Very efficient.

20  Everybody rides the train over there.  Same thing in

21  Atlanta.  I've been living in front of the train

22  station -- even pre-pandemic -- and I see the cabins.

23  They're not even halfway full.  Just think of how much

24  percentage is a lot for you of a way a train should be

25  riding.  How many riders?  20 percent?  50 percent?
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 1  60 percent?

 2                Well, I did my work, and I went into the

 3  cabins myself.  I found out what's the maximum occupancy

 4  per each cabin, 75 passengers.  You know how many

 5  passengers I see in front of my house every single day

 6  coming and going per cabin?  6, 6 riders each way every

 7  single day, pre-pandemic and after pandemic.  That's

 8  only 3.5 percent riders.  What is the inefficiency here?

 9  Not only that --

10           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Wrap up your comment.

11           FRANCISCO MARTINEZ:  And one more thing for the

12  people above rail, fight for them because they're going

13  to block your streets.  There was a traffic stop right

14  in front of me, there was 21 sheriff patrol cars --

15           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, sir.  I just

16  wanted you to wrap up your comment.  We appreciate your

17  comments, and if you wanted to have anything else

18  officially recorded for the record, we have a court

19  reporter here and other ways to comment.

20                So now I'd like to call on the next

21  speaker, Blanca Chavez, who will be followed by

22  Eddie Torres.  These are currently the last two speaker

23  cards.  So if there's anyone interested, please fill out

24  a speaker card.  Raise your hand if you need one.

25                We have a Spanish speaker who will be

�

0029

 1  making a comment, and the interpreter will be

 2  translating.  So we'll be giving her extra time just to

 3  accommodate for the interpretation.

 4           BLANCA CHAVEZ:  One must know the schedule of

 5  the bus because we want to know when what bus comes and

 6  another one comes.  So it's important to have a

 7  schedule.  Yeah, they take a long time from one bus to

 8  another; so we need to know that.  Yeah, there's also

 9  the bus stop there, and they just take a long time there

10  at the bus top, and also the passengers are losing time

11  as well.  So we also want them to train the bus drivers

12  so that, when the bus is really full, that he would be

13  kind enough to just people to move on down so that

14  everybody can be seated or be orderly in the bus.

15                Thank you very much.  Thank you very much

16  for this meeting.  I think it's very helpful.  I got the

17  flyer at home, and I congratulate you for this.

18           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comments.

19                So now I'm going to call what's my last

20  speaker, Eddie Torres.

21                And if anyone is interested, now is the

22  time to fill out the card.  Otherwise, after Eddie

23  Torres, we will plan on concluding the presentation.

24  And any remaining time until 8:00 we will go back to the

25  open house.  The court reporter will also be here.
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 1                So, Eddie, when you're ready, we'll start

 2  the clock.

 3           EDDIE TORRES:  My name is Eddie Torres,

 4  resident, East Los Angeles, all my life.  I'm here

 5  representing the East Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce

 6  that has the best interest of the business of the

 7  community.

 8                NO. 1, the timeline for this Metro project

 9  right now is too fast.  It started from the first

10  meeting in January, now mid July -- early July, it's

11  already going to the EIR.  That's too fast.  There is --

12  the community had a meeting at Atlantic Park, and there

13  was a lot of people that just were shut off.  Their

14  comments were not heard.  Metro never made that up to

15  us.

16                The EIR doesn't list addresses.  It gives

17  parcel numbers.  So we had to research it.  And thank

18  God for Hilda Solis' office.  They gave us the actual

19  addresses, and there's a ton of them.  Why would you

20  hide that?

21                The station being relocated from Atlantic

22  and Pomona where it's currently at to Atlantic and

23  Beverly, I believe, we should have had some renderings

24  here to see the covered concept or the open concept.

25  The EIR should be extended because we don't have city
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 1  council to oversee what we're doing.

 2                Being part of the East L.A. Chamber of

 3  Commerce, one of the local voices you have, I have a

 4  sign-in sheet here.  So if anyone wants to join, I'm

 5  part of the East L.A. Coalition, residents and

 6  businesses working together to hold Metro accountable.

 7  We don't want another Third Street.  Thank you.

 8           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comments.

 9                And in the course of Eddie's comment, we

10  received another speaker card.  So Denise -- Denise H.

11  I apologize for mispronouncing.  If you could please

12  speak your name into the record.

13           DENISE HAGOPIAN:  Denise Hagopian, Montebello,

14  90640.  I have a couple of comments.  I don't feel that

15  the businesses that are on Washington have been notified

16  properly or at all.  I feel that Washington Boulevard

17  doesn't have buses now which to me means that residents

18  aren't using that route to go Downtown L.A.

19                Montebello is being used as a

20  thoroughfare.  So our businesses will be put out of

21  business.  The property values will be degraded.  The

22  noise and the pollution level will be increased.  And I

23  don't know if you were listening to the trains as they

24  were going by and the cars, but I could hear them from

25  here.  So I think that we have a lot of noise and
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 1  pollution mitigations and property owners to discuss

 2  where they stand so that they don't lose their

 3  investment but especially all the businesses.

 4                With lessened truck traffic, all those

 5  truck service stations, truck car washes, maintenance

 6  men, their whole lives were invested in their business,

 7  and they'll now be out of business.  And they already

 8  proved on Third Street that they didn't take care of the

 9  business owners because those business owners went

10  bankrupt.  Thank you.

11           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comment.

12                So there's no additional speaker cards.

13  So this will conclude our formal oral comment segment.

14  I'd like to just call up Tito.

15                If you could just come up to just close

16  out the hearing.  This is the end of my role.  As I

17  said, I was just facilitating the public hearing oral

18  comment process.  Thank you for cooperating with the

19  process, and we encourage you to stick around for the

20  open house and have your questions answered.  Anything

21  that can help you provide an informed comment.

22           TITO CORONA:  Thank you, Edgar.

23                Again, this is not the conclusion of the

24  meeting.  We are here until 8:00.  Since we are done

25  receiving formal comments, we're going to close the
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 1  hearing at 7:12 P.M. today on Thursday, July 21st.  That

 2  portion is concluded.

 3                We are now going to ask our staff to take

 4  their stations.  If you would like to speak one on one

 5  with to staff to get more information, please do so as

 6  soon as we conclude this portion.

 7                As we stated earlier, the Draft

 8  Environmental Impact Report document is available for

 9  review and comment through August 29th.  You can also

10  submit comments in writing to Jenny Cristales-Cevallos,

11  written.

12                If you want to submit comments verbally

13  here, you can do so here.  To my right you will also be

14  able to just state the information for the record.  But,

15  again, speak clearly and slowly so that it could be

16  documented.  There is no timer here if you would like to

17  have extended comments there.

18                You can also submit comments

19  electronically, metro.net/eastsidecomments, or you can

20  also call in if you would like to just review more

21  information and then ask later on or submit your

22  comments later on, you have until August 29th at

23  (213)922-3012.

24                And as I said earlier, every hearing that

25  we're having -- this is our first of four.  We will be
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 1  able to do these in person with three out of four.  You

 2  can provide comments there.  Just so whatever you

 3  experienced here, we'll have this also in Montebello and

 4  we'll also have this in Whittier and Pico Rivera for the

 5  virtual meeting.  You will be able to view that online.

 6                So pretty much that's how today is going.

 7  I'm going to conclude this portion, but I ask you again

 8  to please ask your questions.  This is why staff is here

 9  to better explain it.  If you have any additional

10  questions you would like, we have different stations to

11  provide that information for you.

12                So, with that, I want to thank you for

13  coming, and I'm going to close this presentation.  Thank

14  you again.

15                   [PRESENTATION CLOSED.]

16        THE FOLLOWING PUBLIC COMMENT WAS SUBMITTED

17                  VIA THE COURT REPORTER:

18

19           EDDIE TORRES:  Eddie Torres, resident of East

20  Los Angeles, co-founder of the East Los Angeles

21  Coalition.  So I'm the co-founder of the East

22  Los Angeles Coalition.  Early on we asked Metro to

23  provide us with parking if they were going to take the

24  Sketcher's parking lot on Atlantic and Whittier.  We see

25  that the EIR is going to affect the parking structure,
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 1  and we're going to lose the parking structure on

 2  Atlantic and Whittier.  So we feel that we need parking

 3  replaced because people are going to be coming and

 4  parking in private parking lots to go take the Metro.

 5                They do it right now currently on the

 6  Pomona and Atlantic station.  Instead of paying for

 7  parking, parking at the station, they'll park at the

 8  Metro Plaza privately-owned parking, and they'll park at

 9  the McDonald's parking and -- because the customers --

10  the businesses lose the customer parking, right.  And

11  then also we've asked from Metro and the powers that be

12  to strongly enforce the parking regulations on Atlantic

13  Boulevard because, once the construction starts, there's

14  going to be less parking and more impacts.

15                L.A. County spent over $100,000 on a

16  parking study proving that we were -- for the businesses

17  we didn't have enough parking spaces to have -- help the

18  businesses stay in business, flourish.  But on that note

19  they're not enforcing any of the parking laws, and when

20  Metro starts, it's going to be increased of an impact.

21                We've asked from the very beginning to

22  have security and be -- be aware that the underground

23  stations, we want to make sure that there's security and

24  there's people looking out for the commuters and not

25  allow the homeless people to bother them or set up
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 1  encampments.  I don't see that addressed.

 2                The addresses that were clearly stated in

 3  prior EIR's from Metro now are parcel numbers.  We feel

 4  that that's a disservice to the process, and they're not

 5  being transparent.

 6                Metro on the Third Street project promised

 7  us businesses on the bottom floor of the Metro parking

 8  lot on Pomona and Atlantic.  They never did that.  They

 9  promised us they were going to replace the parking that

10  they took along third street.  Metro never did that.  So

11  we want to hold Metro accountable and make sure that we

12  get all that we need and not sold a bill of goods.

13                Also, the East Los Angeles Chamber of

14  Commerce and the East L.A. Coalition support the covered

15  concept for the relocation of the Atlantic and Pomona

16  station.  We do not support the open-air design.  Thank

17  you.

18
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 1                        CERTIFICATE

 2                             OF

 3                CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTER

 4

                         *   *   *   *

 5

 6

 7                The undersigned Certified Shorthand

 8  Reporter Of the State of California does hereby certify:

 9                That the foregoing transcript of the

10  Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 Draft Environmental

11  Impact Report PUBLIC HEARING held on JULY 21, 2022, was

12  taken down by me stenographically and that said

13  transcript is a true and correct transcription of the

14  proceedings held.

15

16                In witness whereof, I have subscribed my

17  name on this 11th day of August, 2022.
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		57						LN		2		18		false		      18  following Measure M project timeline.  So right now				false

		58						LN		2		19		false		      19  we're currently in the environmental process, and we're				false

		59						LN		2		20		false		      20  looking to conclude that in 2023.  Right now where we're				false

		60						LN		2		21		false		      21  at is we released a draft environmental document and the				false

		61						LN		2		22		false		      22  next steps will be that the board will select a locally				false

		62						LN		2		23		false		      23  preferred alternative considering all the comments that				false
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		65						PG		3		0		false		page 3				false

		66						LN		3		1		false		       1  the final environmental clearance, we then go into final				false
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		73						LN		3		8		false		       8  alternatives, and these are the alternatives that are				false

		74						LN		3		9		false		       9  studied in the environmental document, but Jaime will				false

		75						LN		3		10		false		      10  talk about these a bit more in depth.				false

		76						LN		3		11		false		      11                So the Alternative 1, which is a				false
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		78						LN		3		13		false		      13  about 9 miles.  That includes seven stations including				false
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		80						LN		3		15		false		      15  see here, the Atlantic station right now is at grade and				false

		81						LN		3		16		false		      16  because the alignment will go underground on Atlantic,				false

		82						LN		3		17		false		      17  we are looking at relocating that, and there are two				false

		83						LN		3		18		false		      18  design options for that.  If you have questions about				false

		84						LN		3		19		false		      19  that, later after the public hearing, we can definitely				false

		85						LN		3		20		false		      20  go over that information with you as well.				false
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		87						LN		3		22		false		      22  Atlantic curving into Commerce/Citadel.  So the Atlantic				false
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		109						LN		4		18		false		      18  Atlantic/Pomona station relocated, Atlantic and				false

		110						LN		4		19		false		      19  Whittier, and also to the City of Commerce.  And this				false

		111						LN		4		20		false		      20  could be serviced by the Commerce maintenance storage				false

		112						LN		4		21		false		      21  facility site, and I'll talk a little bit more about the				false

		113						LN		4		22		false		      22  maintenance storage facility sites in the next slide.				false
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		125						LN		5		8		false		       8  and Davie.  And part of the criteria is that the				false
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		155						LN		6		12		false		      12                Under the California Environmental Quality				false

		156						LN		6		13		false		      13  Act, or CEQA, we are required to look at several topics.				false

		157						LN		6		14		false		      14  The lead agency is Metro for this project, and what we				false
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		186						LN		7		17		false		      17  which is the evaluation of all of the different				false
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		239						LN		9		18		false		      18  fairly -- you know, they're fairly common to most				false
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		262						LN		10		15		false		      15  City of Commerce where the proposed maintenance facility				false

		263						LN		10		16		false		      16  would be located.  The impact to that would be that it				false

		264						LN		10		17		false		      17  would be taking properties and demolishing them for the				false

		265						LN		10		18		false		      18  construction of the maintenance facility.  And some of				false

		266						LN		10		19		false		      19  the mitigations that we can do are to provide some				false
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		306						LN		12		7		false		       7  due to the engineering restraints on that, we've				false

		307						LN		12		8		false		       8  provided some mitigation measures including to avoid				false

		308						LN		12		9		false		       9  some of the heavy pile construction near residences and				false

		309						LN		12		10		false		      10  also for vibration to include vibration absorbing				false

		310						LN		12		11		false		      11  materials underneath these crossover areas so that could				false

		311						LN		12		12		false		      12  minimize some of the vibration that could be felt by				false

		312						LN		12		13		false		      13  community members.				false

		313						LN		12		14		false		      14                Another topic that people have brought up				false

		314						LN		12		15		false		      15  in previous meetings and wanted to discuss is access by				false

		315						LN		12		16		false		      16  the emergency responders.  We understand that whenever				false

		316						LN		12		17		false		      17  there's a construction project like that and there's				false

		317						LN		12		18		false		      18  detours or lane closures that it can affect the response				false

		318						LN		12		19		false		      19  times for police/fire.  So part of what we do is to look				false

		319						LN		12		20		false		      20  at the Traffic Management Plan.  Again, that is				false

		320						LN		12		21		false		      21  something that at this point is a mitigation measure.				false

		321						LN		12		22		false		      22  As the project goes into final design and further --				false

		322						LN		12		23		false		      23  further in the planning process that Traffic Management				false

		323						LN		12		24		false		      24  Plan will be flushed out and ultimately discussed with				false

		324						LN		12		25		false		      25  local police/fire and the cities as well as the public				false
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		326						LN		13		1		false		       1  to make sure that they are meeting the needs of the				false

		327						LN		13		2		false		       2  communities.  Some of the coordination has already				false

		328						LN		13		3		false		       3  started by Metro on emergency responders so that they				false

		329						LN		13		4		false		       4  can get the input on the alignment and also where we can				false

		330						LN		13		5		false		       5  provide, you know, some assistance for -- to maintain				false

		331						LN		13		6		false		       6  access during construction.				false

		332						LN		13		7		false		       7                Traffic is obviously a very important				false

		333						LN		13		8		false		       8  impact for this area.  We are evaluating the traffic per				false

		334						LN		13		9		false		       9  the CEQA guidelines, and in particular we're looking at				false

		335						LN		13		10		false		      10  potential effects of construction detours, haul routes,				false

		336						LN		13		11		false		      11  as well as during operations.  What we have included is,				false

		337						LN		13		12		false		      12  again, traffic management plans, the creation of that,				false

		338						LN		13		13		false		      13  which again is required to have input from the local				false

		339						LN		13		14		false		      14  jurisdictions to be approved by them, also by				false

		340						LN		13		15		false		      15  police/fire, and then the public will also have input on				false

		341						LN		13		16		false		      16  the timing and where those happen.  So that's still				false

		342						LN		13		17		false		      17  something that can be done for final design.				false

		343						LN		13		18		false		      18                One of the things that CEQA requires us to				false

		344						LN		13		19		false		      19  do is to look at which -- which alternative is				false

		345						LN		13		20		false		      20  considered the environmentally superior alternative.				false

		346						LN		13		21		false		      21  And what that means is that, based on the analysis that				false

		347						LN		13		22		false		      22  we've conducted here and the mitigation impacts --				false

		348						LN		13		23		false		      23  mitigation as well as the impacts, which one between the				false

		349						LN		13		24		false		      24  three build alternatives is the environmental superior				false

		350						LN		13		25		false		      25  alternative.  In this case, as we can see in the				false
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		352						LN		14		1		false		       1  document, the environmental superior alternative is				false

		353						LN		14		2		false		       2  alternative 3, which is the initial operating segment to				false

		354						LN		14		3		false		       3  Montebello, and the one thing I wanted to discuss about				false

		355						LN		14		4		false		       4  this is that this environmental superior alternative				false

		356						LN		14		5		false		       5  does not mean that this the locally preferred				false

		357						LN		14		6		false		       6  alternative that the board will select on a later date.				false

		358						LN		14		7		false		       7  It is also not necessarily the alternative that's going				false

		359						LN		14		8		false		       8  to be built.				false

		360						LN		14		9		false		       9                Again, this is a CEQA requirement.  So we				false

		361						LN		14		10		false		      10  do this to comply with the state law.  And all this				false

		362						LN		14		11		false		      11  information in addition to all the comments that we				false

		363						LN		14		12		false		      12  receive here and at other meetings will be taken into				false

		364						LN		14		13		false		      13  consideration as well as any information about project				false

		365						LN		14		14		false		      14  benefits when the board then selects the locally				false

		366						LN		14		15		false		      15  preferred alternative.  And as I mentioned, your input				false

		367						LN		14		16		false		      16  will be very important to that.				false

		368						LN		14		17		false		      17                So one of the things I wanted to talk to				false

		369						LN		14		18		false		      18  you about is how to make comments that I think will be				false

		370						LN		14		19		false		      19  very impactful as the document moves forward.  I think				false

		371						LN		14		20		false		      20  most of you have either been to meetings before or made				false

		372						LN		14		21		false		      21  a lot of different comments either online or in person,				false

		373						LN		14		22		false		      22  and I think one of the things that we would like to				false

		374						LN		14		23		false		      23  recommend is that you be specific as possible on the				false

		375						LN		14		24		false		      24  type of environmental impact or any concerns that you				false

		376						LN		14		25		false		      25  have and then also think about some of the components of				false
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		378						LN		15		1		false		       1  the document that you can provide comments on such as,				false

		379						LN		15		2		false		       2  you know, if we have mitigation measures, those are not				false

		380						LN		15		3		false		       3  set in stone.  Those are things that people can comment				false

		381						LN		15		4		false		       4  on and provide their feedback on, and sometimes that can				false

		382						LN		15		5		false		       5  be modified to benefit better the public.				false

		383						LN		15		6		false		       6                So once we receive your comments today and				false

		384						LN		15		7		false		       7  then we receive all the comments through August 29th, we				false

		385						LN		15		8		false		       8  will be looking at all the different comments, we will				false

		386						LN		15		9		false		       9  be providing responses to those comments and compiling a				false

		387						LN		15		10		false		      10  document that has all that information.  That				false

		388						LN		15		11		false		      11  information will be provided to the board, and they will				false

		389						LN		15		12		false		      12  take all those comments and responses into consideration				false

		390						LN		15		13		false		      13  when they choose the locally preferred alternative.  So				false

		391						LN		15		14		false		      14  we really encourage you to provide formal comments.  If				false

		392						LN		15		15		false		      15  you want to, when we're ready to start the formal				false

		393						LN		15		16		false		      16  process, do it orally or you can -- have you write them				false

		394						LN		15		17		false		      17  and prepare to us or send them by e-mail later, whatever				false

		395						LN		15		18		false		      18  is most comfortable to you.				false

		396						LN		15		19		false		      19                But I really encourage you to do that, and				false

		397						LN		15		20		false		      20  I thank you again for coming out here.  So I think, with				false

		398						LN		15		21		false		      21  that, I'll turn it over to Tito.				false

		399						LN		15		22		false		      22           TITO CORONA:  So, yes, we're getting close to				false

		400						LN		15		23		false		      23  starting the actual formal comment presentation portion				false

		401						LN		15		24		false		      24  of this meeting, but before we do that, let's talk about				false

		402						LN		15		25		false		      25  what the next steps are.  So the public comments				false
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		404						LN		16		1		false		       1  received tonight and also between the release of the				false

		405						LN		16		2		false		       2  draft environmental impact report which was on June 30th				false

		406						LN		16		3		false		       3  to August 29th, you can provide comments.  This is a				false

		407						LN		16		4		false		       4  formal presentation, which you can do it here verbally,				false

		408						LN		16		5		false		       5  but the comments that you provide either here or written				false

		409						LN		16		6		false		       6  or if you call us and leave a message, it's the same.				false

		410						LN		16		7		false		       7  It's received the same way, and it's all evaluated into				false

		411						LN		16		8		false		       8  the final environmental impact report.				false

		412						LN		16		9		false		       9                Again, this is just a formal portion of				false

		413						LN		16		10		false		      10  the whole process.  So if something comes up later after				false

		414						LN		16		11		false		      11  today's meeting, you have plenty of time to provide your				false

		415						LN		16		12		false		      12  comments, and I encourage you to also let other folks				false

		416						LN		16		13		false		      13  know that there are other ways to provide comments not				false

		417						LN		16		14		false		      14  just going to the meetings.  And, again, the responses				false

		418						LN		16		15		false		      15  to the comments will be done on the following				false

		419						LN		16		16		false		      16  environmental document which is the final environmental				false

		420						LN		16		17		false		      17  impact report.  So here we will only be taking your				false

		421						LN		16		18		false		      18  comments.  So if you ask questions or anything, the				false

		422						LN		16		19		false		      19  responses will be in the document.  We're not formally				false

		423						LN		16		20		false		      20  making any responses here.				false

		424						LN		16		21		false		      21                If you have questions where you need				false

		425						LN		16		22		false		      22  immediate answers, you can do so after the formal				false

		426						LN		16		23		false		      23  hearing and speak to our staff on the side.  That's what				false

		427						LN		16		24		false		      24  we had the open house for.  It was to have that				false

		428						LN		16		25		false		      25  dialogue.  But during the hearing, I just want to let				false
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		430						LN		17		1		false		       1  you know that's what's happening.				false

		431						LN		17		2		false		       2                Later this year, after we finish the				false

		432						LN		17		3		false		       3  environmental comment period, we come back to the Metro				false

		433						LN		17		4		false		       4  board for the locally preferred alternative for another				false

		434						LN		17		5		false		       5  board decision.  And following that, should that move				false

		435						LN		17		6		false		       6  forward, the next step is the release of what we call				false

		436						LN		17		7		false		       7  the Final Environmental Impact Report, and when that's				false

		437						LN		17		8		false		       8  released, it will go to the Metro board for approval and				false

		438						LN		17		9		false		       9  certification.  And if that happens, then that's when				false

		439						LN		17		10		false		      10  this project is officially a project and we can move				false

		440						LN		17		11		false		      11  forward with the next phases, and that's expected --				false

		441						LN		17		12		false		      12  these are all tentative dates, but we're looking at mid-				false

		442						LN		17		13		false		      13  2023 for the board approval.				false

		443						LN		17		14		false		      14                And for those of you who would love to				false

		444						LN		17		15		false		      15  hear about all this happening and get information, the				false

		445						LN		17		16		false		      16  best way to get in contact or be in the know is to sign				false

		446						LN		17		17		false		      17  in.  So if you didn't sign in and provide your e-mail				false

		447						LN		17		18		false		      18  address, please do so now so we can send you this				false

		448						LN		17		19		false		      19  information so you are aware of all the steps in the				false

		449						LN		17		20		false		      20  process.				false

		450						LN		17		21		false		      21                So like I said earlier, the document is				false

		451						LN		17		22		false		      22  available through August 29th.  You can also send your				false

		452						LN		17		23		false		      23  comments in writing through mail.  If you wish to write				false

		453						LN		17		24		false		      24  a letter and send them formally, you can do so by				false

		454						LN		17		25		false		      25  sending them to Jenny Cristales-Cevallos, who was the				false
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		456						LN		18		1		false		       1  first presenter this afternoon, and the information is				false

		457						LN		18		2		false		       2  up here.  We also have comment cards with all the				false

		458						LN		18		3		false		       3  information at the front to give to you to provide the				false

		459						LN		18		4		false		       4  comments in writing, but it will be to Jenny				false

		460						LN		18		5		false		       5  Cristales-Cevallos, Project Manager at Metro, at				false

		461						LN		18		6		false		       6  One Gateway Plaza, MS 99-22-7, Los Angeles, California,				false

		462						LN		18		7		false		       7  90012.				false

		463						LN		18		8		false		       8                You can also provide comments online if				false

		464						LN		18		9		false		       9  you just prefer to do them in writing by a computer or				false

		465						LN		18		10		false		      10  tablet or phone.  You can go to				false

		466						LN		18		11		false		      11  metro.net/eastsidecomments.  That will take you directly				false

		467						LN		18		12		false		      12  to a comment form that you can fill out electronically.				false

		468						LN		18		13		false		      13  That's another way to provide your comments.				false

		469						LN		18		14		false		      14                If you prefer to say your comments				false

		470						LN		18		15		false		      15  verbally but you don't want to do it here, you can do it				false

		471						LN		18		16		false		      16  by phone by calling the project hotline at				false

		472						LN		18		17		false		      17  (213)922-3012.				false

		473						LN		18		18		false		      18                And, again, if you are comfortable				false

		474						LN		18		19		false		      19  speaking in front of the folks tonight, you can make				false

		475						LN		18		20		false		      20  your official comments here as well.  If you are not				false

		476						LN		18		21		false		      21  comfortable speaking in front of the audience but you				false

		477						LN		18		22		false		      22  want to leave your comments, you can do so in writing.				false

		478						LN		18		23		false		      23  We have comment cards in the back that you can leave				false

		479						LN		18		24		false		      24  your official comments that way.				false

		480						LN		18		25		false		      25                Tonight is one of four meetings that we're				false
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		482						LN		19		1		false		       1  having.  Three will be in-person.  So tonight is				false

		483						LN		19		2		false		       2  East L.A., and then the Montebello is Saturday,				false

		484						LN		19		3		false		       3  July 30th from 10 A.M. to Noon.  That's a Saturday				false

		485						LN		19		4		false		       4  meeting.  The third meeting will be a Zoom call or Zoom				false

		486						LN		19		5		false		       5  meeting online which you can participate via computer.				false

		487						LN		19		6		false		       6  If you would like to go in person and view the meeting,				false

		488						LN		19		7		false		       7  we are having an in person viewing option at				false

		489						LN		19		8		false		       8  Pico Rivera's Council Chambers in Pico Rivera on that				false

		490						LN		19		9		false		       9  date, which is Thursday, August 11th from 6:00 to				false

		491						LN		19		10		false		      10  8:00 P.M.  So if you would like to view information and				false

		492						LN		19		11		false		      11  participate there at Pico Rivera, you can do so, and we				false

		493						LN		19		12		false		      12  will be broadcasting the Zoom at the council chambers				false

		494						LN		19		13		false		      13  and taking comments there as well if you would like to				false

		495						LN		19		14		false		      14  go there.  And then the final meeting will be in				false

		496						LN		19		15		false		      15  Whittier on Wednesday, August 17th from 6:00 to				false
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		498						LN		19		17		false		      17                Again, all those meetings that are				false

		499						LN		19		18		false		      18  happening are formal hearings, and you can provide your				false

		500						LN		19		19		false		      19  comments there, or if you choose to go and -- if you				false

		501						LN		19		20		false		      20  prefer to do them otherwise, you can do them online, by				false

		502						LN		19		21		false		      21  phone, or comment card.  The information that was				false

		503						LN		19		22		false		      22  presented this evening will also be presented the same				false

		504						LN		19		23		false		      23  at all the other meetings.  So if you think something				false

		505						LN		19		24		false		      24  differently will be presented, that's not the case.				false
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		509						LN		20		2		false		       2  process.  We're just spreading out the meetings for				false

		510						LN		20		3		false		       3  everybody to participate.				false

		511						LN		20		4		false		       4                So, with that, I think the next step is to				false

		512						LN		20		5		false		       5  start with the formal comments.  So what I'm going to do				false

		513						LN		20		6		false		       6  is introduce Edgar Gutierrez, who will be our hearing				false

		514						LN		20		7		false		       7  officer, and he will go through the formal hearing				false

		515						LN		20		8		false		       8  process with you.				false

		516						LN		20		9		false		       9           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Tito.  And good				false

		517						LN		20		10		false		      10  evening everyone.  Thank you for joining us.  It's				false

		518						LN		20		11		false		      11  certainly refreshing being able to hold an in person				false

		519						LN		20		12		false		      12  meeting, and we want to thank you for making the effort				false

		520						LN		20		13		false		      13  to make it out here tonight.  As Tito mentioned, my role				false

		521						LN		20		14		false		      14  is just to facilitate the oral comment portions.  So				false

		522						LN		20		15		false		      15  some rules have already just been generally shared, and				false

		523						LN		20		16		false		      16  I'm going to repeat it again because it's worth				false

		524						LN		20		17		false		      17  repeating.				false

		525						LN		20		18		false		      18                We're taking your comments tonight, and				false

		526						LN		20		19		false		      19  we're not answering questions.  So if you hear me just				false

		527						LN		20		20		false		      20  say "Thank you" and nod my head even though you just				false

		528						LN		20		21		false		      21  asked questions, that's the reason because I am not				false

		529						LN		20		22		false		      22  authorized.  My role is not to answer questions nor				false

		530						LN		20		23		false		      23  anyone else right here as part of the oral comment				false
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		534						LN		21		1		false		       1  where to look for additional details that could help				false
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		537						LN		21		4		false		       4  comments you have.  You can comment through the entire				false

		538						LN		21		5		false		       5  comment period like Tito mentioned there's a variety of				false

		539						LN		21		6		false		       6  ways to do.  So if you feel you didn't get your comment				false

		540						LN		21		7		false		       7  in on time within the designated time that we're				false

		541						LN		21		8		false		       8  allowing, which is we're allowing 90 seconds per speaker				false

		542						LN		21		9		false		       9  tonight.  So this is just to intended to capture your				false

		543						LN		21		10		false		      10  thoughts, like a headline, but we would expect that your				false

		544						LN		21		11		false		      11  more fully thought out comments you can have a chance to				false

		545						LN		21		12		false		      12  submit them in a variety of ways.  And if you're not				false

		546						LN		21		13		false		      13  comfortable with writing a comment, you can just call it				false

		547						LN		21		14		false		      14  and -- call back in if the time limit expires.  After				false

		548						LN		21		15		false		      15  the presentation, the formal oral comment session, like				false

		549						LN		21		16		false		      16  we mentioned, the court reporter will remain here until				false
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		551						LN		21		18		false		      18                And I'm sorry that I couldn't answer your				false

		552						LN		21		19		false		      19  question, but perhaps someone with the outreach team can				false

		553						LN		21		20		false		      20  assist you.				false

		554						LN		21		21		false		      21                We're still getting the TV fixed, but just				false

		555						LN		21		22		false		      22  in the interest of time, I'm going to start going over				false

		556						LN		21		23		false		      23  the process.  It's been mentioned you should have				false

		557						LN		21		24		false		      24  received a speaker card as part of the handout				false

		558						LN		21		25		false		      25  materials, and we've already received some speaker cards				false

		559						PG		22		0		false		page 22				false

		560						LN		22		1		false		       1  from those that are interested in speaking.  So if you				false

		561						LN		22		2		false		       2  didn't notice and you're interested, please start				false

		562						LN		22		3		false		       3  filling it out.  Just hold it up in the air and someone				false

		563						LN		22		4		false		       4  will come by and pick it up from you.  If you need a				false

		564						LN		22		5		false		       5  card, just hold your hand up and someone will come by				false

		565						LN		22		6		false		       6  with a card and a pen for you to submit.				false

		566						LN		22		7		false		       7                I'm going to be calling three names at a				false

		567						LN		22		8		false		       8  time.  It would be great if you could just be within the				false

		568						LN		22		9		false		       9  general area and anticipate having to stand up.  Even				false

		569						LN		22		10		false		      10  though I call your name, I still encourage you to speak				false

		570						LN		22		11		false		      11  your name into the record to verify that you're				false

		571						LN		22		12		false		      12  speaking.  Sometimes we've had people jump in out of				false

		572						LN		22		13		false		      13  sequence, and we want to make sure that we capture the				false

		573						LN		22		14		false		      14  comment related to your name.  And it's also very				false

		574						LN		22		15		false		      15  helpful if you provide a zip code what you associate				false

		575						LN		22		16		false		      16  with your place of residence, place of work, whatever				false

		576						LN		22		17		false		      17  you associate with this project.  It might give us a				false

		577						LN		22		18		false		      18  sense of what your comment is more closely tied to,				false

		578						LN		22		19		false		      19  especially if there's not enough background.  It's just				false

		579						LN		22		20		false		      20  helpful to just see where we're getting comments as part				false

		580						LN		22		21		false		      21  of the process.				false

		581						LN		22		22		false		      22                So, with that, last comment, I'll say,				false

		582						LN		22		23		false		      23  let's just be respectful to each other.  Right here we				false

		583						LN		22		24		false		      24  have a defined process, and we have a variety of ways				false

		584						LN		22		25		false		      25  for you to just continue participating.  So we				false

		585						PG		23		0		false		page 23				false

		586						LN		23		1		false		       1  appreciate you just cooperating with the way it's set				false

		587						LN		23		2		false		       2  up.				false

		588						LN		23		3		false		       3           UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I've never been to one				false

		589						LN		23		4		false		       4  of these --				false

		590						LN		23		5		false		       5           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Again, I have to follow the				false

		591						LN		23		6		false		       6  procedures of the hearing.  If you want to disclose any				false

		592						LN		23		7		false		       7  concerns, I can discuss this with you afterwards, but I				false

		593						LN		23		8		false		       8  have to follow through this process just so we allow				false

		594						LN		23		9		false		       9  more time for the open house for those that want to take				false

		595						LN		23		10		false		      10  advantage of that and get some other questions answered.				false

		596						LN		23		11		false		      11                So I'm going to start off by calling the				false

		597						LN		23		12		false		      12  first three names, and I'm calling these in the order				false

		598						LN		23		13		false		      13  that they were received.  So as we were receiving them,				false

		599						LN		23		14		false		      14  we just placed a number, and they've been handed to me				false

		600						LN		23		15		false		      15  in that sequence.				false

		601						LN		23		16		false		      16                So first person up is Jorge Martinez.  He				false

		602						LN		23		17		false		      17  will be followed up Edmund Veloz, and then by Francisco				false

		603						LN		23		18		false		      18  Martinez.				false

		604						LN		23		19		false		      19           EDNA JIMENEZ:  Let's put you here next to the				false

		605						LN		23		20		false		      20  court reporter.  Make sure you say your name clearly and				false

		606						LN		23		21		false		      21  your zip code so she can capture your comment.  You have				false

		607						LN		23		22		false		      22  90 seconds.				false

		608						LN		23		23		false		      23           JORGE MARTINEZ:  My name is Jorge Martinez from				false

		609						LN		23		24		false		      24  Montebello, 90640, and I'd like to say that Montebello				false

		610						LN		23		25		false		      25  doesn't want this, Pico Rivera doesn't want this Metro,				false

		611						PG		24		0		false		page 24				false

		612						LN		24		1		false		       1  and we're finding out that people in Whittier do not				false

		613						LN		24		2		false		       2  want this either.  And why do we get -- what is it? --				false

		614						LN		24		3		false		       3  backseat treatment when people in North Montebello put				false

		615						LN		24		4		false		       4  up a petition with 400 signatures and we've got over				false

		616						LN		24		5		false		       5  1300 in South Montebello and Pico Rivera and nothing				false

		617						LN		24		6		false		       6  happened?  We've turned it in and absolutely nothing has				false

		618						LN		24		7		false		       7  happened.  And with the other situation, the SR-60 was				false

		619						LN		24		8		false		       8  stopped because 400 people signed the petition, and				false

		620						LN		24		9		false		       9  we're not getting equal treatment.  That's it.  Thank				false

		621						LN		24		10		false		      10  you.				false

		622						LN		24		11		false		      11           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  All right.  Thank you, sir.				false

		623						LN		24		12		false		      12                We'd like now to advance with our second				false

		624						LN		24		13		false		      13  speaker.  Edmund Veloz, if we could please come up here				false

		625						LN		24		14		false		      14  with Edna, she'll be having the mic ready for you.				false

		626						LN		24		15		false		      15                And if we could ask Francisco Martinez to				false

		627						LN		24		16		false		      16  follow Edmund, and Francisco will be followed by				false

		628						LN		24		17		false		      17  Mike Martinez.				false

		629						LN		24		18		false		      18           EDMUND VELOZ:  Hello, my name is Edmund Veloz.				false

		630						LN		24		19		false		      19  I live in South Montebello, and I'm 100 percent against				false

		631						LN		24		20		false		      20  this project.  In 2019 there were six scoping meetings.				false

		632						LN		24		21		false		      21  In Pico Rivera there were 16 people against the light				false

		633						LN		24		22		false		      22  rail, 3 in favor.  Montebello, 26 against, 8 in favor.				false

		634						LN		24		23		false		      23  Whittier, 10 in favor -- no -- 20 in favor, 10 against.				false

		635						LN		24		24		false		      24  South El Monte, 4 in favor, 4 against.  East L.A., 20				false

		636						LN		24		25		false		      25  against light rail, 4 against.  Commerce, 2 in favor --				false

		637						PG		25		0		false		page 25				false

		638						LN		25		1		false		       1  2 against and 7 in favor.				false

		639						LN		25		2		false		       2                What we did, we're advocating the TSM				false

		640						LN		25		3		false		       3  alternative, and we've gotten -- now it's close to over				false

		641						LN		25		4		false		       4  1700 signatures in favor of the TSM alternative and				false

		642						LN		25		5		false		       5  opposing the light rail.  We're going to continue with				false

		643						LN		25		6		false		       6  that.  It grows -- it's continuing to grow.  We have				false

		644						LN		25		7		false		       7  been -- we have submitted this to the Metro people --				false

		645						LN		25		8		false		       8  thirteen -- 1239 signatures they got, and in Montebello,				false

		646						LN		25		9		false		       9  same thing.  So they know.  Hilda Solis knows that she's				false

		647						LN		25		10		false		      10  on the wrong side and so does our Montebello city				false

		648						LN		25		11		false		      11  council know.  But all other people are going to know.				false

		649						LN		25		12		false		      12                We're not going to stop.  I don't know				false

		650						LN		25		13		false		      13  where this man is coming from because he says there's no				false

		651						LN		25		14		false		      14  more TSM alternative.  He didn't even mention it, but I				false

		652						LN		25		15		false		      15  know it's there, and that's what we're going to continue				false

		653						LN		25		16		false		      16  with because it's the best one.  It costs us --				false

		654						LN		25		17		false		      17           EDNA JIMENEZ:  Thank you.				false

		655						LN		25		18		false		      18           EDMUND VELOZ:  -- 1/100th of the value of this				false

		656						LN		25		19		false		      19  piece of crap.  Don't let them steal this money from				false

		657						LN		25		20		false		      20  you.				false

		658						LN		25		21		false		      21           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  We encourage you to continue				false

		659						LN		25		22		false		      22  participating in the comment process.  The court				false

		660						LN		25		23		false		      23  reporter will be here to take additional comments, and				false

		661						LN		25		24		false		      24  we have the open house for you to continue your				false

		662						LN		25		25		false		      25  discussion with staff.				false

		663						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		664						LN		26		1		false		       1                With that, I'd like to continue with the				false

		665						LN		26		2		false		       2  next speaker.  I have Francisco Martinez followed by				false

		666						LN		26		3		false		       3  Mike Martinez.  These are the last two speaker cards.				false

		667						LN		26		4		false		       4  I'm receiving another one.				false

		668						LN		26		5		false		       5                So get the next person ready.  So after				false

		669						LN		26		6		false		       6  Mike will be Blanca Chavez.				false

		670						LN		26		7		false		       7           FRANCISCO MARTINEZ:  Thank you for being here.				false

		671						LN		26		8		false		       8  I gave up the hearings of the Senate congressional on				false

		672						LN		26		9		false		       9  the Trump takeover of American democracy.  So this is				false

		673						LN		26		10		false		      10  good.  This is a good example of American democracy				false

		674						LN		26		11		false		      11  where we get up and speak our peace.  I live in				false

		675						LN		26		12		false		      12  unincorporated East Los Angeles.  As a result, I have a				false

		676						LN		26		13		false		      13  very narrow interest, and the narrow interest is we'd				false

		677						LN		26		14		false		      14  like to be treated fairly in the process of this				false

		678						LN		26		15		false		      15  development.				false

		679						LN		26		16		false		      16                We've already had a previous experience				false

		680						LN		26		17		false		      17  with this when it came through Los Angeles, and then it				false

		681						LN		26		18		false		      18  came into unincorporated East Los Angeles.				false

		682						LN		26		19		false		      19  Unincorporated East Los Angeles, we got ripped apart.				false

		683						LN		26		20		false		      20  Boyle Heights, they got treated nice.  It went				false

		684						LN		26		21		false		      21  underground, did not disrupt anything on the surface.				false

		685						LN		26		22		false		      22  Got into unincorporated East Los Angeles and we got				false

		686						LN		26		23		false		      23  ripped up on Fourth Avenue.  Destroyed the sense of				false

		687						LN		26		24		false		      24  community in that area.				false

		688						LN		26		25		false		      25                Now I'm not against progress, and I favor				false

		689						PG		27		0		false		page 27				false

		690						LN		27		1		false		       1  all advancements in transportation.  And in particular,				false

		691						LN		27		2		false		       2  with regards to coming through unincorporated East				false

		692						LN		27		3		false		       3  Los Angeles, Atlantic into the City of Commerce, go				false

		693						LN		27		4		false		       4  underground not on the surface.				false

		694						LN		27		5		false		       5           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comments.				false

		695						LN		27		6		false		       6                I'd like to now call up on Mike Martinez				false

		696						LN		27		7		false		       7  who will be followed by Blanca Chavez.  And after Blanca				false

		697						LN		27		8		false		       8  will be Eddie Torres.				false

		698						LN		27		9		false		       9           MIKE MARTINEZ:  Hi, my name is Mike Martinez.				false

		699						LN		27		10		false		      10  I'm an East L.A. resident born and raised here for 43				false

		700						LN		27		11		false		      11  years.  I came back to East L.A. to my roots to make				false

		701						LN		27		12		false		      12  this community better.  I've been back in East L.A. for				false

		702						LN		27		13		false		      13  8 years living right in front of the Gold Line here on				false

		703						LN		27		14		false		      14  Third Street.  Mostly I'm here to fight the inefficiency				false

		704						LN		27		15		false		      15  of the way this project is going.  It seems like Metro				false

		705						LN		27		16		false		      16  is just throwing money at it.  Want to run a 9-mile				false

		706						LN		27		17		false		      17  train, very inefficient design.				false

		707						LN		27		18		false		      18                I always mention this in our meetings:				false

		708						LN		27		19		false		      19  Why not copy New York subway station?  Very efficient.				false

		709						LN		27		20		false		      20  Everybody rides the train over there.  Same thing in				false

		710						LN		27		21		false		      21  Atlanta.  I've been living in front of the train				false

		711						LN		27		22		false		      22  station -- even pre-pandemic -- and I see the cabins.				false

		712						LN		27		23		false		      23  They're not even halfway full.  Just think of how much				false

		713						LN		27		24		false		      24  percentage is a lot for you of a way a train should be				false

		714						LN		27		25		false		      25  riding.  How many riders?  20 percent?  50 percent?				false

		715						PG		28		0		false		page 28				false

		716						LN		28		1		false		       1  60 percent?				false

		717						LN		28		2		false		       2                Well, I did my work, and I went into the				false

		718						LN		28		3		false		       3  cabins myself.  I found out what's the maximum occupancy				false

		719						LN		28		4		false		       4  per each cabin, 75 passengers.  You know how many				false

		720						LN		28		5		false		       5  passengers I see in front of my house every single day				false

		721						LN		28		6		false		       6  coming and going per cabin?  6, 6 riders each way every				false

		722						LN		28		7		false		       7  single day, pre-pandemic and after pandemic.  That's				false

		723						LN		28		8		false		       8  only 3.5 percent riders.  What is the inefficiency here?				false

		724						LN		28		9		false		       9  Not only that --				false

		725						LN		28		10		false		      10           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Wrap up your comment.				false

		726						LN		28		11		false		      11           FRANCISCO MARTINEZ:  And one more thing for the				false

		727						LN		28		12		false		      12  people above rail, fight for them because they're going				false

		728						LN		28		13		false		      13  to block your streets.  There was a traffic stop right				false

		729						LN		28		14		false		      14  in front of me, there was 21 sheriff patrol cars --				false

		730						LN		28		15		false		      15           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, sir.  I just				false

		731						LN		28		16		false		      16  wanted you to wrap up your comment.  We appreciate your				false

		732						LN		28		17		false		      17  comments, and if you wanted to have anything else				false

		733						LN		28		18		false		      18  officially recorded for the record, we have a court				false

		734						LN		28		19		false		      19  reporter here and other ways to comment.				false

		735						LN		28		20		false		      20                So now I'd like to call on the next				false

		736						LN		28		21		false		      21  speaker, Blanca Chavez, who will be followed by				false

		737						LN		28		22		false		      22  Eddie Torres.  These are currently the last two speaker				false

		738						LN		28		23		false		      23  cards.  So if there's anyone interested, please fill out				false

		739						LN		28		24		false		      24  a speaker card.  Raise your hand if you need one.				false

		740						LN		28		25		false		      25                We have a Spanish speaker who will be				false

		741						PG		29		0		false		page 29				false

		742						LN		29		1		false		       1  making a comment, and the interpreter will be				false

		743						LN		29		2		false		       2  translating.  So we'll be giving her extra time just to				false

		744						LN		29		3		false		       3  accommodate for the interpretation.				false

		745						LN		29		4		false		       4           BLANCA CHAVEZ:  One must know the schedule of				false

		746						LN		29		5		false		       5  the bus because we want to know when what bus comes and				false

		747						LN		29		6		false		       6  another one comes.  So it's important to have a				false

		748						LN		29		7		false		       7  schedule.  Yeah, they take a long time from one bus to				false

		749						LN		29		8		false		       8  another; so we need to know that.  Yeah, there's also				false

		750						LN		29		9		false		       9  the bus stop there, and they just take a long time there				false

		751						LN		29		10		false		      10  at the bus top, and also the passengers are losing time				false

		752						LN		29		11		false		      11  as well.  So we also want them to train the bus drivers				false

		753						LN		29		12		false		      12  so that, when the bus is really full, that he would be				false

		754						LN		29		13		false		      13  kind enough to just people to move on down so that				false

		755						LN		29		14		false		      14  everybody can be seated or be orderly in the bus.				false

		756						LN		29		15		false		      15                Thank you very much.  Thank you very much				false

		757						LN		29		16		false		      16  for this meeting.  I think it's very helpful.  I got the				false

		758						LN		29		17		false		      17  flyer at home, and I congratulate you for this.				false

		759						LN		29		18		false		      18           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comments.				false

		760						LN		29		19		false		      19                So now I'm going to call what's my last				false

		761						LN		29		20		false		      20  speaker, Eddie Torres.				false

		762						LN		29		21		false		      21                And if anyone is interested, now is the				false

		763						LN		29		22		false		      22  time to fill out the card.  Otherwise, after Eddie				false

		764						LN		29		23		false		      23  Torres, we will plan on concluding the presentation.				false

		765						LN		29		24		false		      24  And any remaining time until 8:00 we will go back to the				false

		766						LN		29		25		false		      25  open house.  The court reporter will also be here.				false

		767						PG		30		0		false		page 30				false

		768						LN		30		1		false		       1                So, Eddie, when you're ready, we'll start				false

		769						LN		30		2		false		       2  the clock.				false

		770						LN		30		3		false		       3           EDDIE TORRES:  My name is Eddie Torres,				false

		771						LN		30		4		false		       4  resident, East Los Angeles, all my life.  I'm here				false

		772						LN		30		5		false		       5  representing the East Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce				false

		773						LN		30		6		false		       6  that has the best interest of the business of the				false

		774						LN		30		7		false		       7  community.				false

		775						LN		30		8		false		       8                NO. 1, the timeline for this Metro project				false

		776						LN		30		9		false		       9  right now is too fast.  It started from the first				false

		777						LN		30		10		false		      10  meeting in January, now mid July -- early July, it's				false

		778						LN		30		11		false		      11  already going to the EIR.  That's too fast.  There is --				false

		779						LN		30		12		false		      12  the community had a meeting at Atlantic Park, and there				false

		780						LN		30		13		false		      13  was a lot of people that just were shut off.  Their				false

		781						LN		30		14		false		      14  comments were not heard.  Metro never made that up to				false

		782						LN		30		15		false		      15  us.				false

		783						LN		30		16		false		      16                The EIR doesn't list addresses.  It gives				false

		784						LN		30		17		false		      17  parcel numbers.  So we had to research it.  And thank				false

		785						LN		30		18		false		      18  God for Hilda Solis' office.  They gave us the actual				false

		786						LN		30		19		false		      19  addresses, and there's a ton of them.  Why would you				false

		787						LN		30		20		false		      20  hide that?				false

		788						LN		30		21		false		      21                The station being relocated from Atlantic				false
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       1                         TRANSCRIPT



       2                             OF



       3             EASTSIDE TRANSIT CORRIDOR PHASE 2



       4     DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT PUBLIC HEARING



       5                     HELD JULY 21, 2022



       6                EAST LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA



       7



       8

                                 --oo0oo--

       9



      10



      11  -        (Hearing in progress.  Begin transcript:)



      12



      13           TITO CORONA:  I will ask one more time.



      14  (Speaking in Spanish.)  And the most important thing



      15  here is that we respect each other, each other's



      16  opinions.  You have taken the time this afternoon to



      17  come and hear about the project, to listen to what's



      18  going and share your comments.  Respect your neighbors.



      19  You can disagree with what they have to say.  That's



      20  fine, but please refrain from any back and forth with



      21  anyone in the audience.  Just focus your time and energy



      22  and your comments towards us so we can take this



      23  information and process it for the environmental



      24  document.



      25                So, with that, I would like to introduce



                                                                1

�











       1  Jenny Cristales-Cevallos who will begin with the



       2  presentation portion of this, and we will move forward



       3  with the presentation here.



       4           JENNY CRISTALES-CEVALLOS:  Good afternoon.



       5  Thank you everybody for being out here.  It's a little



       6  hot, but this is definitely an important milestone in



       7  the project and an opportunity for everyone to provide



       8  comment.  We've had a very spirited conversation over by



       9  the project overview map.  So we're looking forward to



      10  your comments today.



      11                I just want to go over the project



      12  overview before I hand it over to Jaime Guzman who's



      13  with AECOM, CDM Smith, who they basically put together



      14  and did the technical analysis with their expertise for



      15  the draft environmental document.



      16                So for the project overview, this is a



      17  Measure M funded project, and so right now we're



      18  following Measure M project timeline.  So right now



      19  we're currently in the environmental process, and we're



      20  looking to conclude that in 2023.  Right now where we're



      21  at is we released a draft environmental document and the



      22  next steps will be that the board will select a locally



      23  preferred alternative considering all the comments that



      24  we've heard through the comment period.



      25                From there, once we receive -- we've done



                                                                2

�











       1  the final environmental clearance, we then go into final



       2  design by 2028, and in 2029 that's when we would receive



       3  the funding from Measure M which is approximately about



       4  $3 billion in 2029.  So that's when we would anticipate



       5  for construction to occur should the board approve the



       6  project and into operations by 2035.



       7                So I'm going to briefly explain the



       8  alternatives, and these are the alternatives that are



       9  studied in the environmental document, but Jaime will



      10  talk about these a bit more in depth.



      11                So the Alternative 1, which is a



      12  Washington alternative, the full proposed project, is



      13  about 9 miles.  That includes seven stations including



      14  the Atlantic-Pomona relocated station.  So as you can



      15  see here, the Atlantic station right now is at grade and



      16  because the alignment will go underground on Atlantic,



      17  we are looking at relocating that, and there are two



      18  design options for that.  If you have questions about



      19  that, later after the public hearing, we can definitely



      20  go over that information with you as well.



      21                And so we would continue for 3 miles down



      22  Atlantic curving into Commerce/Citadel.  So the Atlantic



      23  and Whittier station would be underground and so would



      24  the Commerce/Citadel station.  Then we would go into an



      25  aerial configuration.  What that means, we'd be coming
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       1  out of the tunnel, and the alignment would be on



       2  columns.



       3                From there, we have two design options in



       4  the City of Montebello which would be either the aerial



       5  configuration, once again on columns, and then at-grade



       6  for Greenwood station as well.



       7                From there, the project would proceed on



       8  Washington Boulevard center-running down to the City of



       9  Whittier.  So that would include the three at-grade



      10  stations which would be Rosemead, Norwalk, and Lambert



      11  station.



      12                What we're also studying are the other two



      13  alternatives which are our initial operating segments.



      14  What that does is it allows us to do a phase approach,



      15  and the environmental study allows us to do this in a



      16  phase approach.  So the first alternative to the IOS



      17  Commerce is 3.2 miles, and that includes again the



      18  Atlantic/Pomona station relocated, Atlantic and



      19  Whittier, and also to the City of Commerce.  And this



      20  could be serviced by the Commerce maintenance storage



      21  facility site, and I'll talk a little bit more about the



      22  maintenance storage facility sites in the next slide.



      23                And then we have Alternative 3, IOS to



      24  Greenwood, essentially going from Atlantic/Pomona,



      25  Atlantic/Whittier, Commerce/Citadel to Greenwood with
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       1  the two design options there, and that's approximately



       2  4.6 miles.



       3                So as part of the project, what we've had



       4  to designate as well is a maintenance storage facility



       5  site, essentially where we will store the light rail



       6  vehicles, we'll do maintenance.  And in the City of



       7  Commerce we've identified a site right between Saybrook



       8  and Davie.  And part of the criteria is that the



       9  maintenance storage facility site has to be within the



      10  immediate area of the project so that we can access



      11  that.  And then also a maintenance storage facility site



      12  in Montebello, that is slightly larger, about a 120



      13  light rail vehicles that can be stored there.  And,



      14  again, in these particular areas, it's industrial areas



      15  where the maintenance storage facility sites can blend



      16  in with the land uses there.  So we would have different



      17  lead tracks going into maintenance storage facility



      18  site.  In June we had some community meetings that also



      19  talked about these in depth.  We have that information



      20  available on the website as well.



      21                So, with that, I'm going to turn it over



      22  to Jaime.  He's going to walk through the environmental



      23  document, how it's outlined, how you can navigate



      24  through it, where you can access it, and then he's also



      25  going to hit on some topics that would be good
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       1  information for the community to be aware of as you



       2  review the environmental document.



       3           JAIME GUZMAN:  Thank you, Jenny.  And thank you



       4  again for coming out here.



       5                So I'm going to just give you a way --



       6  some information on what we've been doing, we've been



       7  working on this document for a few years, what is in the



       8  document, how to navigate it so that it's easier to



       9  understand as well as some of the specific impacts and



      10  outcomes that we've found as part of our environmental



      11  review.



      12                Under the California Environmental Quality



      13  Act, or CEQA, we are required to look at several topics.



      14  The lead agency is Metro for this project, and what we



      15  did in this report is to evaluate all of the three



      16  alternatives that Jenny just mentioned at the equal



      17  level, meaning that they all have the same level of



      18  analysis, they looked at all the different topics, and



      19  then we also looked at the impacts of the maintenance



      20  facilities and also any design options.



      21                And so what we looked at is we looked at



      22  impacts that the different elements of the alignments



      23  would have compared to existing conditions, which we



      24  used 2019.  Some of the data is skewed after 2019



      25  because of the pandemic.  So we utilized the 2019 date.
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       1  We also looked at whether we can apply some best



       2  management practices, construction that Metro, having a



       3  lot of the experience recently with building their light



       4  rail system, could implement as well as looking at the



       5  comments that we have received in various meetings up to



       6  date as well as the scoping meeting that we had in 2019



       7  when the project kicked off.



       8                So the draft document is organized in this



       9  way here, and this is available in the PowerPoint which



      10  will also be available online.  And, basically, we have



      11  an executive summary which we encourage everybody to



      12  review.  That gives a summary of the entire document



      13  including all of the impacts and mitigation measures



      14  proposed.  We have a project description which, you



      15  know, provides what we analyzed, all the different



      16  elements of the project, and the meatier, Chapter 3,



      17  which is the evaluation of all of the different



      18  resources.  We have listing of those resources between



      19  stations 3 and 4, and then we have them listed here, and



      20  all of these have been evaluated in the environmental



      21  impact report.



      22                For each of the sections in Chapter 3, the



      23  way they're broken down is by looking at the regulatory



      24  framework, so what the laws are that are applicable to



      25  each of these topics.  In this case, we are showing
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       1  transportation, but this is the same for all the



       2  different topics.  We also look at the methodology, so



       3  the things that are required to be looked at



       4  particularly with CEQA.  We have the CEQA thresholds



       5  that we are utilizing for each impact analysis.  And we



       6  looked at the existing conditions, again, primarily in



       7  2019, and then we looked at the impact evaluation



       8  comparing what the project will be doing for all the



       9  different elements with the existing conditions.



      10                If needed, we will list afterwards the --



      11  any project measures that Metro has already committed to



      12  by doing other projects such as traffic management plans



      13  and things like that, things that are standard in terms



      14  of any construction and operations as well as any



      15  regulatory requirements.  And then if there are impacts



      16  that require additional reduction in impacts, we look at



      17  mitigation measures, and those are listed there as well.



      18                It's a lot to -- to take this table here



      19  and all that it is intended to show is that at the end



      20  of each chapter we have a table that summarizes the



      21  mitigation measures and impacts for all the different



      22  alternatives so that people can look at it and compare



      23  the alternatives and the different types of design



      24  options as well.



      25                As I mentioned, part of what we look at --
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       1  when we're looking at impacts, we have a certain impact



       2  determination.  Either impacts are significant, and if



       3  impacts are significant, we look at other things that



       4  the project can already incorporate as part of its



       5  process to minimize those impacts.  A lot of those are



       6  project measures, what we call project measures, which



       7  are either regulations by other agencies or other



       8  measures that Metro has implemented in other projects



       9  that they are agreed to to implement in this project.



      10  And as I mentioned, above and beyond that, we would look



      11  at impacts, if there's more impacts to look at



      12  mitigation measures that can help minimize those and



      13  that can be implemented and looked at and enforced by



      14  Metro.



      15                What this table shows is a summary of the



      16  different impact for all the alternatives and the



      17  different topics.  For the most part, these impacts are



      18  fairly -- you know, they're fairly common to most



      19  construction projects of light rail.  And so the ones



      20  that I wanted to talk about are ones that we have



      21  included mitigation for to reduce the impact to less



      22  than significant, and then also a couple of them that



      23  even with mitigation measure we're not able to reduce



      24  impacts.



      25                For example, for paleontological
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       1  resources, because we are going to be using a tunnel



       2  boring machine for the underground portion, it's very



       3  difficult, almost impossible, to mitigate and be able to



       4  monitor that because the drill basically grounds up the



       5  resources.  So those impacts become significant



       6  unavoidable.



       7                And then one of the other ones is historic



       8  resources.  In this particular case, it's a historic



       9  building and district, and there is one option --



      10  maintenance facility option that would impact that to



      11  significant unavoidable level, and I'll talk about that



      12  right now.



      13                So for the cultural resources we have the



      14  Vail Field Industrial Addition District located in the



      15  City of Commerce where the proposed maintenance facility



      16  would be located.  The impact to that would be that it



      17  would be taking properties and demolishing them for the



      18  construction of the maintenance facility.  And some of



      19  the mitigations that we can do are to provide some



      20  signage or some kind of recording of the historic



      21  properties and the district, but ultimately to construct



      22  it we would need to take the properties, and that would



      23  result in significant unavoidable impacts.  That would



      24  be for any alternative that uses the Commerce MSF, or



      25  maintenance facility.
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       1                For the rivers we are going to be



       2  reconstructing the bridge that goes over Rio Hondo as



       3  well as the bridge that is going over the San Gabriel



       4  River.  There are some potential hydrology impacts due



       5  to the construction of the bridge in the river -- the



       6  reconstruction of the bridge, installing the pylons.  So



       7  we've included some mitigations to maintain the flow and



       8  also to reduce the pollutants that can affect the water



       9  quality in the area, and those mitigations will reduce



      10  it to less than significant.



      11                In addition to that, we have looked at the



      12  potential impact to traffic as the bridges are being



      13  reconstructed, and it will be part of the traffic



      14  management plan to make sure that access is provided



      15  throughout construction, and that will be coordinated



      16  with the local jurisdictions and stakeholders so that it



      17  could be scheduled in appropriate times.



      18                Some of the other impacts that we know



      19  we've heard from different communities about is noise



      20  and what the noise levels will be.  We've studied that



      21  in the document, and some of the, you know, major



      22  concerns have been whether we're going to be affecting



      23  sensitive uses such as residences and hospitals, parks.



      24  So what we've done is to evaluate the different criteria



      25  and different types of track work that would be in the
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       1  area, and one of the types of track work that tends to



       2  create a little bit more of noise is where there are



       3  crossovers between the two different sets of tracks.



       4  And so what we've tried to do from an engineering



       5  perspective is to place them as far away from the



       6  sensitive uses as we can, and where we cannot do that



       7  due to the engineering restraints on that, we've



       8  provided some mitigation measures including to avoid



       9  some of the heavy pile construction near residences and



      10  also for vibration to include vibration absorbing



      11  materials underneath these crossover areas so that could



      12  minimize some of the vibration that could be felt by



      13  community members.



      14                Another topic that people have brought up



      15  in previous meetings and wanted to discuss is access by



      16  the emergency responders.  We understand that whenever



      17  there's a construction project like that and there's



      18  detours or lane closures that it can affect the response



      19  times for police/fire.  So part of what we do is to look



      20  at the Traffic Management Plan.  Again, that is



      21  something that at this point is a mitigation measure.



      22  As the project goes into final design and further --



      23  further in the planning process that Traffic Management



      24  Plan will be flushed out and ultimately discussed with



      25  local police/fire and the cities as well as the public
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       1  to make sure that they are meeting the needs of the



       2  communities.  Some of the coordination has already



       3  started by Metro on emergency responders so that they



       4  can get the input on the alignment and also where we can



       5  provide, you know, some assistance for -- to maintain



       6  access during construction.



       7                Traffic is obviously a very important



       8  impact for this area.  We are evaluating the traffic per



       9  the CEQA guidelines, and in particular we're looking at



      10  potential effects of construction detours, haul routes,



      11  as well as during operations.  What we have included is,



      12  again, traffic management plans, the creation of that,



      13  which again is required to have input from the local



      14  jurisdictions to be approved by them, also by



      15  police/fire, and then the public will also have input on



      16  the timing and where those happen.  So that's still



      17  something that can be done for final design.



      18                One of the things that CEQA requires us to



      19  do is to look at which -- which alternative is



      20  considered the environmentally superior alternative.



      21  And what that means is that, based on the analysis that



      22  we've conducted here and the mitigation impacts --



      23  mitigation as well as the impacts, which one between the



      24  three build alternatives is the environmental superior



      25  alternative.  In this case, as we can see in the
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       1  document, the environmental superior alternative is



       2  alternative 3, which is the initial operating segment to



       3  Montebello, and the one thing I wanted to discuss about



       4  this is that this environmental superior alternative



       5  does not mean that this the locally preferred



       6  alternative that the board will select on a later date.



       7  It is also not necessarily the alternative that's going



       8  to be built.



       9                Again, this is a CEQA requirement.  So we



      10  do this to comply with the state law.  And all this



      11  information in addition to all the comments that we



      12  receive here and at other meetings will be taken into



      13  consideration as well as any information about project



      14  benefits when the board then selects the locally



      15  preferred alternative.  And as I mentioned, your input



      16  will be very important to that.



      17                So one of the things I wanted to talk to



      18  you about is how to make comments that I think will be



      19  very impactful as the document moves forward.  I think



      20  most of you have either been to meetings before or made



      21  a lot of different comments either online or in person,



      22  and I think one of the things that we would like to



      23  recommend is that you be specific as possible on the



      24  type of environmental impact or any concerns that you



      25  have and then also think about some of the components of
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       1  the document that you can provide comments on such as,



       2  you know, if we have mitigation measures, those are not



       3  set in stone.  Those are things that people can comment



       4  on and provide their feedback on, and sometimes that can



       5  be modified to benefit better the public.



       6                So once we receive your comments today and



       7  then we receive all the comments through August 29th, we



       8  will be looking at all the different comments, we will



       9  be providing responses to those comments and compiling a



      10  document that has all that information.  That



      11  information will be provided to the board, and they will



      12  take all those comments and responses into consideration



      13  when they choose the locally preferred alternative.  So



      14  we really encourage you to provide formal comments.  If



      15  you want to, when we're ready to start the formal



      16  process, do it orally or you can -- have you write them



      17  and prepare to us or send them by e-mail later, whatever



      18  is most comfortable to you.



      19                But I really encourage you to do that, and



      20  I thank you again for coming out here.  So I think, with



      21  that, I'll turn it over to Tito.



      22           TITO CORONA:  So, yes, we're getting close to



      23  starting the actual formal comment presentation portion



      24  of this meeting, but before we do that, let's talk about



      25  what the next steps are.  So the public comments
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       1  received tonight and also between the release of the



       2  draft environmental impact report which was on June 30th



       3  to August 29th, you can provide comments.  This is a



       4  formal presentation, which you can do it here verbally,



       5  but the comments that you provide either here or written



       6  or if you call us and leave a message, it's the same.



       7  It's received the same way, and it's all evaluated into



       8  the final environmental impact report.



       9                Again, this is just a formal portion of



      10  the whole process.  So if something comes up later after



      11  today's meeting, you have plenty of time to provide your



      12  comments, and I encourage you to also let other folks



      13  know that there are other ways to provide comments not



      14  just going to the meetings.  And, again, the responses



      15  to the comments will be done on the following



      16  environmental document which is the final environmental



      17  impact report.  So here we will only be taking your



      18  comments.  So if you ask questions or anything, the



      19  responses will be in the document.  We're not formally



      20  making any responses here.



      21                If you have questions where you need



      22  immediate answers, you can do so after the formal



      23  hearing and speak to our staff on the side.  That's what



      24  we had the open house for.  It was to have that



      25  dialogue.  But during the hearing, I just want to let
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       1  you know that's what's happening.



       2                Later this year, after we finish the



       3  environmental comment period, we come back to the Metro



       4  board for the locally preferred alternative for another



       5  board decision.  And following that, should that move



       6  forward, the next step is the release of what we call



       7  the Final Environmental Impact Report, and when that's



       8  released, it will go to the Metro board for approval and



       9  certification.  And if that happens, then that's when



      10  this project is officially a project and we can move



      11  forward with the next phases, and that's expected --



      12  these are all tentative dates, but we're looking at mid-



      13  2023 for the board approval.



      14                And for those of you who would love to



      15  hear about all this happening and get information, the



      16  best way to get in contact or be in the know is to sign



      17  in.  So if you didn't sign in and provide your e-mail



      18  address, please do so now so we can send you this



      19  information so you are aware of all the steps in the



      20  process.



      21                So like I said earlier, the document is



      22  available through August 29th.  You can also send your



      23  comments in writing through mail.  If you wish to write



      24  a letter and send them formally, you can do so by



      25  sending them to Jenny Cristales-Cevallos, who was the
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       1  first presenter this afternoon, and the information is



       2  up here.  We also have comment cards with all the



       3  information at the front to give to you to provide the



       4  comments in writing, but it will be to Jenny



       5  Cristales-Cevallos, Project Manager at Metro, at



       6  One Gateway Plaza, MS 99-22-7, Los Angeles, California,



       7  90012.



       8                You can also provide comments online if



       9  you just prefer to do them in writing by a computer or



      10  tablet or phone.  You can go to



      11  metro.net/eastsidecomments.  That will take you directly



      12  to a comment form that you can fill out electronically.



      13  That's another way to provide your comments.



      14                If you prefer to say your comments



      15  verbally but you don't want to do it here, you can do it



      16  by phone by calling the project hotline at



      17  (213)922-3012.



      18                And, again, if you are comfortable



      19  speaking in front of the folks tonight, you can make



      20  your official comments here as well.  If you are not



      21  comfortable speaking in front of the audience but you



      22  want to leave your comments, you can do so in writing.



      23  We have comment cards in the back that you can leave



      24  your official comments that way.



      25                Tonight is one of four meetings that we're
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       1  having.  Three will be in-person.  So tonight is



       2  East L.A., and then the Montebello is Saturday,



       3  July 30th from 10 A.M. to Noon.  That's a Saturday



       4  meeting.  The third meeting will be a Zoom call or Zoom



       5  meeting online which you can participate via computer.



       6  If you would like to go in person and view the meeting,



       7  we are having an in person viewing option at



       8  Pico Rivera's Council Chambers in Pico Rivera on that



       9  date, which is Thursday, August 11th from 6:00 to



      10  8:00 P.M.  So if you would like to view information and



      11  participate there at Pico Rivera, you can do so, and we



      12  will be broadcasting the Zoom at the council chambers



      13  and taking comments there as well if you would like to



      14  go there.  And then the final meeting will be in



      15  Whittier on Wednesday, August 17th from 6:00 to



      16  8:00 P.M.



      17                Again, all those meetings that are



      18  happening are formal hearings, and you can provide your



      19  comments there, or if you choose to go and -- if you



      20  prefer to do them otherwise, you can do them online, by



      21  phone, or comment card.  The information that was



      22  presented this evening will also be presented the same



      23  at all the other meetings.  So if you think something



      24  differently will be presented, that's not the case.



      25  What you saw tonight will be seen at the next three
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       1  meetings.  Just so you know that's pretty much the



       2  process.  We're just spreading out the meetings for



       3  everybody to participate.



       4                So, with that, I think the next step is to



       5  start with the formal comments.  So what I'm going to do



       6  is introduce Edgar Gutierrez, who will be our hearing



       7  officer, and he will go through the formal hearing



       8  process with you.



       9           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, Tito.  And good



      10  evening everyone.  Thank you for joining us.  It's



      11  certainly refreshing being able to hold an in person



      12  meeting, and we want to thank you for making the effort



      13  to make it out here tonight.  As Tito mentioned, my role



      14  is just to facilitate the oral comment portions.  So



      15  some rules have already just been generally shared, and



      16  I'm going to repeat it again because it's worth



      17  repeating.



      18                We're taking your comments tonight, and



      19  we're not answering questions.  So if you hear me just



      20  say "Thank you" and nod my head even though you just



      21  asked questions, that's the reason because I am not



      22  authorized.  My role is not to answer questions nor



      23  anyone else right here as part of the oral comment



      24  portion.  But as it's been noted, we have the open house



      25  components.  So you get some clarifying guidance or
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       1  where to look for additional details that could help



       2  inform the submission of your comments.



       3                We still encourage you to submit any



       4  comments you have.  You can comment through the entire



       5  comment period like Tito mentioned there's a variety of



       6  ways to do.  So if you feel you didn't get your comment



       7  in on time within the designated time that we're



       8  allowing, which is we're allowing 90 seconds per speaker



       9  tonight.  So this is just to intended to capture your



      10  thoughts, like a headline, but we would expect that your



      11  more fully thought out comments you can have a chance to



      12  submit them in a variety of ways.  And if you're not



      13  comfortable with writing a comment, you can just call it



      14  and -- call back in if the time limit expires.  After



      15  the presentation, the formal oral comment session, like



      16  we mentioned, the court reporter will remain here until



      17  8:00.



      18                And I'm sorry that I couldn't answer your



      19  question, but perhaps someone with the outreach team can



      20  assist you.



      21                We're still getting the TV fixed, but just



      22  in the interest of time, I'm going to start going over



      23  the process.  It's been mentioned you should have



      24  received a speaker card as part of the handout



      25  materials, and we've already received some speaker cards
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       1  from those that are interested in speaking.  So if you



       2  didn't notice and you're interested, please start



       3  filling it out.  Just hold it up in the air and someone



       4  will come by and pick it up from you.  If you need a



       5  card, just hold your hand up and someone will come by



       6  with a card and a pen for you to submit.



       7                I'm going to be calling three names at a



       8  time.  It would be great if you could just be within the



       9  general area and anticipate having to stand up.  Even



      10  though I call your name, I still encourage you to speak



      11  your name into the record to verify that you're



      12  speaking.  Sometimes we've had people jump in out of



      13  sequence, and we want to make sure that we capture the



      14  comment related to your name.  And it's also very



      15  helpful if you provide a zip code what you associate



      16  with your place of residence, place of work, whatever



      17  you associate with this project.  It might give us a



      18  sense of what your comment is more closely tied to,



      19  especially if there's not enough background.  It's just



      20  helpful to just see where we're getting comments as part



      21  of the process.



      22                So, with that, last comment, I'll say,



      23  let's just be respectful to each other.  Right here we



      24  have a defined process, and we have a variety of ways



      25  for you to just continue participating.  So we
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       1  appreciate you just cooperating with the way it's set



       2  up.



       3           UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I've never been to one



       4  of these --



       5           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Again, I have to follow the



       6  procedures of the hearing.  If you want to disclose any



       7  concerns, I can discuss this with you afterwards, but I



       8  have to follow through this process just so we allow



       9  more time for the open house for those that want to take



      10  advantage of that and get some other questions answered.



      11                So I'm going to start off by calling the



      12  first three names, and I'm calling these in the order



      13  that they were received.  So as we were receiving them,



      14  we just placed a number, and they've been handed to me



      15  in that sequence.



      16                So first person up is Jorge Martinez.  He



      17  will be followed up Edmund Veloz, and then by Francisco



      18  Martinez.



      19           EDNA JIMENEZ:  Let's put you here next to the



      20  court reporter.  Make sure you say your name clearly and



      21  your zip code so she can capture your comment.  You have



      22  90 seconds.



      23           JORGE MARTINEZ:  My name is Jorge Martinez from



      24  Montebello, 90640, and I'd like to say that Montebello



      25  doesn't want this, Pico Rivera doesn't want this Metro,
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       1  and we're finding out that people in Whittier do not



       2  want this either.  And why do we get -- what is it? --



       3  backseat treatment when people in North Montebello put



       4  up a petition with 400 signatures and we've got over



       5  1300 in South Montebello and Pico Rivera and nothing



       6  happened?  We've turned it in and absolutely nothing has



       7  happened.  And with the other situation, the SR-60 was



       8  stopped because 400 people signed the petition, and



       9  we're not getting equal treatment.  That's it.  Thank



      10  you.



      11           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  All right.  Thank you, sir.



      12                We'd like now to advance with our second



      13  speaker.  Edmund Veloz, if we could please come up here



      14  with Edna, she'll be having the mic ready for you.



      15                And if we could ask Francisco Martinez to



      16  follow Edmund, and Francisco will be followed by



      17  Mike Martinez.



      18           EDMUND VELOZ:  Hello, my name is Edmund Veloz.



      19  I live in South Montebello, and I'm 100 percent against



      20  this project.  In 2019 there were six scoping meetings.



      21  In Pico Rivera there were 16 people against the light



      22  rail, 3 in favor.  Montebello, 26 against, 8 in favor.



      23  Whittier, 10 in favor -- no -- 20 in favor, 10 against.



      24  South El Monte, 4 in favor, 4 against.  East L.A., 20



      25  against light rail, 4 against.  Commerce, 2 in favor --
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       1  2 against and 7 in favor.



       2                What we did, we're advocating the TSM



       3  alternative, and we've gotten -- now it's close to over



       4  1700 signatures in favor of the TSM alternative and



       5  opposing the light rail.  We're going to continue with



       6  that.  It grows -- it's continuing to grow.  We have



       7  been -- we have submitted this to the Metro people --



       8  thirteen -- 1239 signatures they got, and in Montebello,



       9  same thing.  So they know.  Hilda Solis knows that she's



      10  on the wrong side and so does our Montebello city



      11  council know.  But all other people are going to know.



      12                We're not going to stop.  I don't know



      13  where this man is coming from because he says there's no



      14  more TSM alternative.  He didn't even mention it, but I



      15  know it's there, and that's what we're going to continue



      16  with because it's the best one.  It costs us --



      17           EDNA JIMENEZ:  Thank you.



      18           EDMUND VELOZ:  -- 1/100th of the value of this



      19  piece of crap.  Don't let them steal this money from



      20  you.



      21           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  We encourage you to continue



      22  participating in the comment process.  The court



      23  reporter will be here to take additional comments, and



      24  we have the open house for you to continue your



      25  discussion with staff.



                                                               25

�











       1                With that, I'd like to continue with the



       2  next speaker.  I have Francisco Martinez followed by



       3  Mike Martinez.  These are the last two speaker cards.



       4  I'm receiving another one.



       5                So get the next person ready.  So after



       6  Mike will be Blanca Chavez.



       7           FRANCISCO MARTINEZ:  Thank you for being here.



       8  I gave up the hearings of the Senate congressional on



       9  the Trump takeover of American democracy.  So this is



      10  good.  This is a good example of American democracy



      11  where we get up and speak our peace.  I live in



      12  unincorporated East Los Angeles.  As a result, I have a



      13  very narrow interest, and the narrow interest is we'd



      14  like to be treated fairly in the process of this



      15  development.



      16                We've already had a previous experience



      17  with this when it came through Los Angeles, and then it



      18  came into unincorporated East Los Angeles.



      19  Unincorporated East Los Angeles, we got ripped apart.



      20  Boyle Heights, they got treated nice.  It went



      21  underground, did not disrupt anything on the surface.



      22  Got into unincorporated East Los Angeles and we got



      23  ripped up on Fourth Avenue.  Destroyed the sense of



      24  community in that area.



      25                Now I'm not against progress, and I favor
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       1  all advancements in transportation.  And in particular,



       2  with regards to coming through unincorporated East



       3  Los Angeles, Atlantic into the City of Commerce, go



       4  underground not on the surface.



       5           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comments.



       6                I'd like to now call up on Mike Martinez



       7  who will be followed by Blanca Chavez.  And after Blanca



       8  will be Eddie Torres.



       9           MIKE MARTINEZ:  Hi, my name is Mike Martinez.



      10  I'm an East L.A. resident born and raised here for 43



      11  years.  I came back to East L.A. to my roots to make



      12  this community better.  I've been back in East L.A. for



      13  8 years living right in front of the Gold Line here on



      14  Third Street.  Mostly I'm here to fight the inefficiency



      15  of the way this project is going.  It seems like Metro



      16  is just throwing money at it.  Want to run a 9-mile



      17  train, very inefficient design.



      18                I always mention this in our meetings:



      19  Why not copy New York subway station?  Very efficient.



      20  Everybody rides the train over there.  Same thing in



      21  Atlanta.  I've been living in front of the train



      22  station -- even pre-pandemic -- and I see the cabins.



      23  They're not even halfway full.  Just think of how much



      24  percentage is a lot for you of a way a train should be



      25  riding.  How many riders?  20 percent?  50 percent?
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       1  60 percent?



       2                Well, I did my work, and I went into the



       3  cabins myself.  I found out what's the maximum occupancy



       4  per each cabin, 75 passengers.  You know how many



       5  passengers I see in front of my house every single day



       6  coming and going per cabin?  6, 6 riders each way every



       7  single day, pre-pandemic and after pandemic.  That's



       8  only 3.5 percent riders.  What is the inefficiency here?



       9  Not only that --



      10           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Wrap up your comment.



      11           FRANCISCO MARTINEZ:  And one more thing for the



      12  people above rail, fight for them because they're going



      13  to block your streets.  There was a traffic stop right



      14  in front of me, there was 21 sheriff patrol cars --



      15           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you, sir.  I just



      16  wanted you to wrap up your comment.  We appreciate your



      17  comments, and if you wanted to have anything else



      18  officially recorded for the record, we have a court



      19  reporter here and other ways to comment.



      20                So now I'd like to call on the next



      21  speaker, Blanca Chavez, who will be followed by



      22  Eddie Torres.  These are currently the last two speaker



      23  cards.  So if there's anyone interested, please fill out



      24  a speaker card.  Raise your hand if you need one.



      25                We have a Spanish speaker who will be
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       1  making a comment, and the interpreter will be



       2  translating.  So we'll be giving her extra time just to



       3  accommodate for the interpretation.



       4           BLANCA CHAVEZ:  One must know the schedule of



       5  the bus because we want to know when what bus comes and



       6  another one comes.  So it's important to have a



       7  schedule.  Yeah, they take a long time from one bus to



       8  another; so we need to know that.  Yeah, there's also



       9  the bus stop there, and they just take a long time there



      10  at the bus top, and also the passengers are losing time



      11  as well.  So we also want them to train the bus drivers



      12  so that, when the bus is really full, that he would be



      13  kind enough to just people to move on down so that



      14  everybody can be seated or be orderly in the bus.



      15                Thank you very much.  Thank you very much



      16  for this meeting.  I think it's very helpful.  I got the



      17  flyer at home, and I congratulate you for this.



      18           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comments.



      19                So now I'm going to call what's my last



      20  speaker, Eddie Torres.



      21                And if anyone is interested, now is the



      22  time to fill out the card.  Otherwise, after Eddie



      23  Torres, we will plan on concluding the presentation.



      24  And any remaining time until 8:00 we will go back to the



      25  open house.  The court reporter will also be here.
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       1                So, Eddie, when you're ready, we'll start



       2  the clock.



       3           EDDIE TORRES:  My name is Eddie Torres,



       4  resident, East Los Angeles, all my life.  I'm here



       5  representing the East Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce



       6  that has the best interest of the business of the



       7  community.



       8                NO. 1, the timeline for this Metro project



       9  right now is too fast.  It started from the first



      10  meeting in January, now mid July -- early July, it's



      11  already going to the EIR.  That's too fast.  There is --



      12  the community had a meeting at Atlantic Park, and there



      13  was a lot of people that just were shut off.  Their



      14  comments were not heard.  Metro never made that up to



      15  us.



      16                The EIR doesn't list addresses.  It gives



      17  parcel numbers.  So we had to research it.  And thank



      18  God for Hilda Solis' office.  They gave us the actual



      19  addresses, and there's a ton of them.  Why would you



      20  hide that?



      21                The station being relocated from Atlantic



      22  and Pomona where it's currently at to Atlantic and



      23  Beverly, I believe, we should have had some renderings



      24  here to see the covered concept or the open concept.



      25  The EIR should be extended because we don't have city
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       1  council to oversee what we're doing.



       2                Being part of the East L.A. Chamber of



       3  Commerce, one of the local voices you have, I have a



       4  sign-in sheet here.  So if anyone wants to join, I'm



       5  part of the East L.A. Coalition, residents and



       6  businesses working together to hold Metro accountable.



       7  We don't want another Third Street.  Thank you.



       8           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comments.



       9                And in the course of Eddie's comment, we



      10  received another speaker card.  So Denise -- Denise H.



      11  I apologize for mispronouncing.  If you could please



      12  speak your name into the record.



      13           DENISE HAGOPIAN:  Denise Hagopian, Montebello,



      14  90640.  I have a couple of comments.  I don't feel that



      15  the businesses that are on Washington have been notified



      16  properly or at all.  I feel that Washington Boulevard



      17  doesn't have buses now which to me means that residents



      18  aren't using that route to go Downtown L.A.



      19                Montebello is being used as a



      20  thoroughfare.  So our businesses will be put out of



      21  business.  The property values will be degraded.  The



      22  noise and the pollution level will be increased.  And I



      23  don't know if you were listening to the trains as they



      24  were going by and the cars, but I could hear them from



      25  here.  So I think that we have a lot of noise and
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       1  pollution mitigations and property owners to discuss



       2  where they stand so that they don't lose their



       3  investment but especially all the businesses.



       4                With lessened truck traffic, all those



       5  truck service stations, truck car washes, maintenance



       6  men, their whole lives were invested in their business,



       7  and they'll now be out of business.  And they already



       8  proved on Third Street that they didn't take care of the



       9  business owners because those business owners went



      10  bankrupt.  Thank you.



      11           EDGAR GUTIERREZ:  Thank you for your comment.



      12                So there's no additional speaker cards.



      13  So this will conclude our formal oral comment segment.



      14  I'd like to just call up Tito.



      15                If you could just come up to just close



      16  out the hearing.  This is the end of my role.  As I



      17  said, I was just facilitating the public hearing oral



      18  comment process.  Thank you for cooperating with the



      19  process, and we encourage you to stick around for the



      20  open house and have your questions answered.  Anything



      21  that can help you provide an informed comment.



      22           TITO CORONA:  Thank you, Edgar.



      23                Again, this is not the conclusion of the



      24  meeting.  We are here until 8:00.  Since we are done



      25  receiving formal comments, we're going to close the
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       1  hearing at 7:12 P.M. today on Thursday, July 21st.  That



       2  portion is concluded.



       3                We are now going to ask our staff to take



       4  their stations.  If you would like to speak one on one



       5  with to staff to get more information, please do so as



       6  soon as we conclude this portion.



       7                As we stated earlier, the Draft



       8  Environmental Impact Report document is available for



       9  review and comment through August 29th.  You can also



      10  submit comments in writing to Jenny Cristales-Cevallos,



      11  written.



      12                If you want to submit comments verbally



      13  here, you can do so here.  To my right you will also be



      14  able to just state the information for the record.  But,



      15  again, speak clearly and slowly so that it could be



      16  documented.  There is no timer here if you would like to



      17  have extended comments there.



      18                You can also submit comments



      19  electronically, metro.net/eastsidecomments, or you can



      20  also call in if you would like to just review more



      21  information and then ask later on or submit your



      22  comments later on, you have until August 29th at



      23  (213)922-3012.



      24                And as I said earlier, every hearing that



      25  we're having -- this is our first of four.  We will be
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       1  able to do these in person with three out of four.  You



       2  can provide comments there.  Just so whatever you



       3  experienced here, we'll have this also in Montebello and



       4  we'll also have this in Whittier and Pico Rivera for the



       5  virtual meeting.  You will be able to view that online.



       6                So pretty much that's how today is going.



       7  I'm going to conclude this portion, but I ask you again



       8  to please ask your questions.  This is why staff is here



       9  to better explain it.  If you have any additional



      10  questions you would like, we have different stations to



      11  provide that information for you.



      12                So, with that, I want to thank you for



      13  coming, and I'm going to close this presentation.  Thank



      14  you again.



      15                   [PRESENTATION CLOSED.]



      16        THE FOLLOWING PUBLIC COMMENT WAS SUBMITTED



      17                  VIA THE COURT REPORTER:



      18



      19           EDDIE TORRES:  Eddie Torres, resident of East



      20  Los Angeles, co-founder of the East Los Angeles



      21  Coalition.  So I'm the co-founder of the East



      22  Los Angeles Coalition.  Early on we asked Metro to



      23  provide us with parking if they were going to take the



      24  Sketcher's parking lot on Atlantic and Whittier.  We see



      25  that the EIR is going to affect the parking structure,
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       1  and we're going to lose the parking structure on



       2  Atlantic and Whittier.  So we feel that we need parking



       3  replaced because people are going to be coming and



       4  parking in private parking lots to go take the Metro.



       5                They do it right now currently on the



       6  Pomona and Atlantic station.  Instead of paying for



       7  parking, parking at the station, they'll park at the



       8  Metro Plaza privately-owned parking, and they'll park at



       9  the McDonald's parking and -- because the customers --



      10  the businesses lose the customer parking, right.  And



      11  then also we've asked from Metro and the powers that be



      12  to strongly enforce the parking regulations on Atlantic



      13  Boulevard because, once the construction starts, there's



      14  going to be less parking and more impacts.



      15                L.A. County spent over $100,000 on a



      16  parking study proving that we were -- for the businesses



      17  we didn't have enough parking spaces to have -- help the



      18  businesses stay in business, flourish.  But on that note



      19  they're not enforcing any of the parking laws, and when



      20  Metro starts, it's going to be increased of an impact.



      21                We've asked from the very beginning to



      22  have security and be -- be aware that the underground



      23  stations, we want to make sure that there's security and



      24  there's people looking out for the commuters and not



      25  allow the homeless people to bother them or set up
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       1  encampments.  I don't see that addressed.



       2                The addresses that were clearly stated in



       3  prior EIR's from Metro now are parcel numbers.  We feel



       4  that that's a disservice to the process, and they're not



       5  being transparent.



       6                Metro on the Third Street project promised



       7  us businesses on the bottom floor of the Metro parking



       8  lot on Pomona and Atlantic.  They never did that.  They



       9  promised us they were going to replace the parking that



      10  they took along third street.  Metro never did that.  So



      11  we want to hold Metro accountable and make sure that we



      12  get all that we need and not sold a bill of goods.



      13                Also, the East Los Angeles Chamber of



      14  Commerce and the East L.A. Coalition support the covered



      15  concept for the relocation of the Atlantic and Pomona



      16  station.  We do not support the open-air design.  Thank



      17  you.



      18

                                 --oo0oo--

      19



      20



      21



      22



      23



      24



      25



                                                               36

�











       1                        CERTIFICATE



       2                             OF



       3                CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTER



       4

                               *   *   *   *

       5



       6



       7                The undersigned Certified Shorthand
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