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·1· · · · · · · Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2

·2· · · · · · · · · · · ·Public Hearing

·3

·4· · · · · · · · ·Saturday, July 30, 2022

·5· · · · · · · · · ·10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

·6

·7· · · · · · MS. REYES:· We do not approve of having

·8· ·the Metro run through Washington Boulevard, even if

·9· ·it's on top or bottom.· My parents -- they're not

10· ·here.· They're out of town, but we all disapprove

11· ·of that.· It will make more traffic.· It's not

12· ·good.· It's not safe.

13· · · · · · These trucks -- sometimes, when they move

14· ·to unload, to off-load, pick up, everything that

15· ·they have to do, sometimes they go all the way

16· ·across to the other side of the opposite direction,

17· ·because they have to, like, you know, fix

18· ·themselves so they can enter properly.· So it's

19· ·just going to be more traffic.

20· · · · · · I mean, yes, it has three lanes running

21· ·east and west; correct?· But even if you take out

22· ·one of the spaces and you leave two lanes, you're

23· ·going to make it more congested because the

24· ·5 Freeway is nearby, and I work on 30 and Broadway

25· ·at a school, so I drive all the way down
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·1· ·Washington.· It's two lanes.· It's traffic.· So

·2· ·when there's a bad accident on the 5 Freeway,

·3· ·everybody takes the Washington exit, and then that

·4· ·makes it even more congested.

·5· · · · · · One time there was an accident on the 5,

·6· ·and just to get through Atlantic Boulevard to

·7· ·Telegraph, it was 20 minutes.

·8· · · · · · So I could just imagine if that rail is

·9· ·there and there's an accident nearby the 5 or

10· ·anywhere in the street, it's not going to be good

11· ·for us.

12· · · · · · Plus, let's put it this way.· We're

13· ·already breathing toxic from the trucks, so why add

14· ·more?· My name is Eugenia, and I live on the south

15· ·side, so I live near Washington.

16

17· · · · · · · · · · *· · *· · *· · *· · *

18

19· · · · · · MR. CORONA:· Let me introduce myself.· My

20· ·name is Tito Corona, metro community relations

21· ·manager on the Eastside Phase 2 project.· Thank you

22· ·all for joining us.

23· · · · · · Before I move forward, I do want to make

24· ·one announcement in Spanish for our

25· ·Spanish-speaking audience.
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·1· · · · · · (Speaking in Spanish.)

·2· · · · · · MR. CORONA:· So, again, thank you for

·3· ·joining us.· This is the draft Environmental Impact

·4· ·Report hearing where we will be taking official

·5· ·comments on the draft Environmental Impact Report

·6· ·for the Eastside Phase 2 Transit Corridor project.

·7· · · · · · This is a great opportunity for you to

·8· ·provide comments.· This is not the only way to

·9· ·provide comments.· If you know some folks that were

10· ·not able to join us, you can also provide comments

11· ·online.· You can also provide it by calling our

12· ·phone line, or you can also provide the comments in

13· ·writing.

14· · · · · · We have comment cards to my right and your

15· ·left as well as another way, if you're not

16· ·comfortable speaking in public.· Those are the

17· ·options that you have here.

18· · · · · · But you can also do that anytime

19· ·throughout the comment period through August 29th.

20· ·So you have plenty of time if you have more

21· ·comments that come to mind after today's meeting.

22· · · · · · This is the second of three in-person

23· ·meetings.· We might say four, but this is a -- we

24· ·had East L.A. last week.· This morning we are here

25· ·in Montebello.· We will have a virtual meeting
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·1· ·in -- online, but will also be able to view it at

·2· ·the Pico Rivera council chambers if you would like

·3· ·to have in-person viewing.

·4· · · · · · And then we will have our fourth and final

·5· ·meeting in the city of Whittier.· So once again,

·6· ·thank you all for joining us.

·7· · · · · · And let me go over what we have here with

·8· ·our agenda, but before we do that, I do want to

·9· ·acknowledge some folks in the audience, some

10· ·elected staff that I see.

11· · · · · · I recognize your eyes, Ben Feldman's eyes

12· ·from the office of Hilda Solis.· Thank you, Ben,

13· ·for joining us.

14· · · · · · And, again, thank you all for being here.

15· ·If there are any elected staff, please provide your

16· ·card or information, but, again, I do not recognize

17· ·additional staff at this moment, but I will come

18· ·back as well, if needed.

19· · · · · · So as you noted, at the beginning when you

20· ·arrived, we were doing the open house.· This was

21· ·the opportunity to go and speak with staff one on

22· ·one at any of the stations that we have here about

23· ·certain aspects of the project, also to get

24· ·questions answered.· That's the opportunity to get

25· ·your questions answered if you seek immediate
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·1· ·responses.

·2· · · · · · When we do the hearing and we take your

·3· ·comments today, we will not be responding in

·4· ·person, but the responses will be in the following

·5· ·environmental document.· That's how the process

·6· ·works under the California Environmental Quality

·7· ·Act, also known as CEQA, how we do these hearings.

·8· · · · · · Additionally, we will be taking comments

·9· ·and recording them with the assistance of the court

10· ·reporter that we have to my right again, your left.

11· ·So everything that is being said is being

12· ·documented as well.

13· · · · · · You will have a minute and 30 seconds to

14· ·provide your comments.· If you need additional

15· ·time, again, we will have comment cards, and we

16· ·will have additional opportunities after we close

17· ·the hearing.

18· · · · · · So once we are -- now that we've finished

19· ·with the open house, we will have a project

20· ·overview, and that will be done by our project

21· ·manager, Jenny Cristales-Cevallos, who will be

22· ·doing that portion of the presentation.

23· · · · · · Once Jenny is done, we will have Jaime

24· ·Guzman, who will be doing the draft environmental

25· ·highlights, and the technical information will be
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·1· ·provided there.

·2· · · · · · Once Jaime is done, we will come back.

·3· ·I'll provide a brief update on where we are in the

·4· ·process, and then we will begin the formal hearing,

·5· ·and the formal hearing will be done and conducted

·6· ·by our hearing officer, Genoveva Arellano, who is

·7· ·over here to my right and your left as well.

·8· · · · · · And then after she has concluded the

·9· ·hearing, I will come back and close the meeting.

10· ·And we will commence, again, with the open house to

11· ·have dialogue one on one with folks.

12· · · · · · So with that, let me start by introducing

13· ·the project manager, Jenny Cristales-Cevallos, who

14· ·will take you through the next steps of the

15· ·process.

16· · · · · · MS. CRISTALES-CEVALLOS:· Good morning,

17· ·everyone.· I want to take the opportunity real

18· ·quickly to introduce the teams that we have out

19· ·here so that if we were to move into the open house

20· ·again, you'll know who to go to if you have any

21· ·questions specifically about the project.

22· · · · · · So I want to introduce the Metro team real

23· ·quick.· You met Tito.

24· · · · · · But we also have Dolores Roybal-Sotelo in

25· ·the back.· She is our deputy executive officer.



9

·1· · · · · · And we also have, Eve Moir, who is our

·2· ·deputy project manager.

·3· · · · · · And we have our technical teams and Sara

·4· ·Schurtz, who is also from Metro.

·5· · · · · · And so we have AECOM, CDM Smith.· They are

·6· ·here to answer any questions as it relates to the

·7· ·project or any impacts if you want a quick tutorial

·8· ·on our environment document.

·9· · · · · · So you guys can raise your hands, those

10· ·who are on the environmental team.· Great.

11· · · · · · And then also we have Cordova at HMTV who

12· ·worked on the engineering aspects.· So there are

13· ·specific design elements.· If you'd like to

14· ·understand or have questions about, we have Melissa

15· ·Pena from Cordova, and then we have Shereene from

16· ·HMTV.

17· · · · · · So once again, if we have an opportunity

18· ·to go back into the open house and you have those

19· ·specific questions, feel free.

20· · · · · · And then also our great outreach team,

21· ·Arellano Associates, are also very well-versed on

22· ·the overall project and can help answer any of your

23· ·questions.

24· · · · · · So I'm going to hopefully do this in a

25· ·brief format, but I want to thank everybody for
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·1· ·coming out.· Definitely, this is a community

·2· ·process and an involved process, so we look forward

·3· ·to hearing your comments and questions during the

·4· ·public hearing.· And once again, those questions

·5· ·and comments will be answered in the final

·6· ·environmental document.

·7· · · · · · So this project is a voter-approved

·8· ·measure and project, the Eastside Phase 2 and so

·9· ·per the Measure M ordinance, we are looking to

10· ·receive funding for this project in 2009 [sic]

11· ·right where you see construction.

12· · · · · · Now, there's still a lot of work that

13· ·still needs to happen prior to getting to that

14· ·year.· We're right now in the environmental

15· ·document phase, which is -- we released a draft --

16· ·environmental document out for public review.

17· · · · · · Then we'll go to the board for the board

18· ·to select a locally preferred alternative, and then

19· ·go into the final environment document, which will

20· ·anticipate final environmental clearance for this

21· ·project in 2023.

22· · · · · · From there, the current design that we

23· ·have right now that's also included in the

24· ·environmental document is about 15 percent design.

25· ·So there's still a lot more design to happen before
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·1· ·we get to that 2029 date for construction.· But

·2· ·ultimately, the board needs to approve the project.

·3· · · · · · This project is a high-priority project

·4· ·for our board.· Essentially, there's a list of 2028

·5· ·projects for the Olympics.· In particular, Eastside

·6· ·Phase 2 is one of the three rail projects that's a

·7· ·priority.· So the board could advance this project

·8· ·so that it could be opened by 2028.

·9· · · · · · So the project alternatives -- these are

10· ·the project alternatives being studied in the

11· ·environmental document, including the no project.

12· · · · · · So the project -- currently, Alternative 1

13· ·is the Washington full-proposed project, which is

14· ·approximately 9 miles to the city of Whittier.

15· · · · · · And so what the project entails is at

16· ·Atlantic and Pomona, we would relocate that station

17· ·to be an underground station, and we have design

18· ·options for that, either covered or open, meaning

19· ·one that would be fully covered and then there --

20· ·an example of an open station is Memorial Park in

21· ·Pasadena.

22· · · · · · From there, the project travels

23· ·underground to Atlantic and Whittier, to also the

24· ·Citadel and Commerce.

25· · · · · · From there we go into an aerial
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·1· ·configuration.· What that means is that essentially

·2· ·the project would be -- the train would be on a --

·3· ·up in the air with columns, essentially.· And that

·4· ·would continue into the city of Montebello in an

·5· ·aerial configuration along with the Greenwood

·6· ·station.

·7· · · · · · From there, it would proceed at grade to

·8· ·the city of Whittier with three stations, which is

·9· ·the Rosemead, Norwalk, and Lambert station.

10· · · · · · There are design options, as mentioned.

11· ·Atlantic and Pomona, we're looking at a station

12· ·design option.

13· · · · · · And then also we're looking at design

14· ·options in the city of Montebello.· We will still

15· ·maintain coming out of Commerce into an aerial

16· ·configuration.· It would go at grade a little

17· ·sooner, meaning street level, and including

18· ·Greenwood station would be at street level as well.

19· · · · · · So that's a design option that's being

20· ·studied in the environmental document, and as we

21· ·select the locally preferred alternative, we'll

22· ·look to see what that determination means and what

23· ·we hear from the community as well.

24· · · · · · The other two alternatives is the IOS to

25· ·Commerce, which is 3.2 miles.· Essentially, it
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·1· ·follows the same route, but would terminate there

·2· ·at Commerce and Citadel and also access to the

·3· ·Maintenance Storage Facility site, which I'll talk

·4· ·about in the next slide.

·5· · · · · · Alternative 3 is IOS to Greenwood.· Again,

·6· ·that's approximately 4.6 miles to -- from the

·7· ·existing terminus at Atlantic and Pomona to

·8· ·Greenwood.· And once again, this is still

·9· ·considering the design options and also Maintenance

10· ·Storage Facility site.

11· · · · · · Jaime will talk a little bit more about

12· ·how the -- what alternatives are being studied as

13· ·well, so he'll provide a little bit more detail on

14· ·that.

15· · · · · · So the Maintenance Storage Facility site

16· ·options -- these are site options that are being

17· ·considered in the environmental document as part of

18· ·a light-rail extension project.· We have to

19· ·identify Maintenance Storage Facility sites.

20· · · · · · In this case, what we've identified are

21· ·sites that are industrial, where the Maintenance

22· ·Storage Facility site could blend in.

23· · · · · · The one that's being considered is one in

24· ·Commerce, which -- this can store up to about

25· ·100 light-rail vehicles.· Again, that's between a
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·1· ·DB, saber, fleet, and we would also have lead

·2· ·tracks, meaning tracks that would guide the train

·3· ·into the Maintenance Storage Facility site.

·4· · · · · · The second option that's being considered

·5· ·is the Montebello Maintenance Storage Facility

·6· ·site, and that also is within industrial areas, and

·7· ·that's between Yates and, I believe -- and Vail.

·8· · · · · · And so this is approximately about

·9· ·30 acres and would store about 120 light-rail

10· ·vehicles.

11· · · · · · So once again, these are options that are

12· ·being studied.· One or the other would be selected,

13· ·not both.· So one would move forward into the final

14· ·environmental document as well.

15· · · · · · So this -- June 30th, we released the

16· ·Environmental Impact Report; basically, the draft

17· ·EIR, and that is in compliance with the California

18· ·environmentally -- Environmental Quality Act.

19· · · · · · So as I move forward, this is the state

20· ·law that we call CEQA, and essentially, the project

21· ·has been analyzed using CEQA law and the CEQA

22· ·thresholds.

23· · · · · · So what it evaluates is long-term and

24· ·short-term impacts.· So we look at construction

25· ·impacts, which are temporary impacts.· And then we
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·1· ·look at operational impacts, which would be the

·2· ·long-term.· And then cumulative impacts.· We have

·3· ·to get an understanding of all the different

·4· ·projects that are also out there so that we can

·5· ·evaluate that and look at the nearby project

·6· ·impacts as well.

·7· · · · · · So through the document, you'll see that

·8· ·we have to create what is a baseline to evaluate

·9· ·and do the analysis, and what we're doing is

10· ·looking at what exists today.

11· · · · · · And so we use 2019 to ensure that we have

12· ·something that is more of a typical day versus what

13· ·the pandemic brought forward.· So we're using 2019.

14· · · · · · Another key thing that we reanalyzed in

15· ·the draft environmental document, once again, is

16· ·our grade-crossing policy analysis.· And I've been

17· ·asked many questions in terms of why does a project

18· ·go either at grade or underground or aerial?

19· · · · · · So we conduct a grade-crossing policy

20· ·analysis across all of our projects to apply this

21· ·equally, and that is for us to get an understanding

22· ·of whether the project could go at grade or if it

23· ·needs to be grade separated.

24· · · · · · So that analysis was redone once again for

25· ·this draft environmental document.
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·1· · · · · · Also, other items considered, which -- I

·2· ·see a lot of familiar faces here that were also

·3· ·involved in the scoping.· We did scoping, and we've

·4· ·held community meetings from here from 2019, when

·5· ·we reinitiated the environmental document, and

·6· ·those are also being considered as well.

·7· · · · · · Key things that we also include are best

·8· ·management practices.· Metro has been building

·9· ·projects for quite some time, and we want to ensure

10· ·that we're taking those lessons learned.· And also

11· ·feasible mitigation measures.

12· · · · · · So just to provide a quick overview on the

13· ·document itself, we know that it's a very dense,

14· ·very voluminous document, but we want to ensure

15· ·that through these meetings, these public hearings,

16· ·you'll know where to go to find some of this

17· ·information.

18· · · · · · So our document -- again, it's very

19· ·lengthy, but it has quite a bit of information

20· ·where you can go to look for specific items that

21· ·you're most interested in.· So hopefully this slide

22· ·helps you with that.

23· · · · · · So we have an executive summary, which

24· ·basically summarizes the document itself, project

25· ·description, which defines all the specific
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·1· ·elements.

·2· · · · · · And then the key chapter is Chapter 3, the

·3· ·Environmental Evaluation.· This is where you'll see

·4· ·all the topics.· So if you have a specific interest

·5· ·in transportation, you can go to the Transportation

·6· ·Section, 3.14, and go through that.

·7· · · · · · Also, if you have a specific concern about

·8· ·air quality or noise, in Chapter 3, that's where

·9· ·you will find the sections where you would want to

10· ·look for information related to the impacts of the

11· ·project.

12· · · · · · We also do other CEQA considerations and a

13· ·comparison of alternatives for those that have a

14· ·real interest in understanding the various

15· ·alternatives, such as the difference between

16· ·Alternative 1, 2, and 3.

17· · · · · · Also, the no project and why we did not

18· ·study the transportation management systems

19· ·alternative.· That information is covered in

20· ·Chapter 5.

21· · · · · · And also the public outreach -- we have an

22· ·extensive chapter there.

23· · · · · · One of the other key things that's also

24· ·attached to this is our advanced conceptual

25· ·engineering drawings.· That's where you can get to
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·1· ·know the project a little further in terms of

·2· ·design.

·3· · · · · · So we want to break down a little further

·4· ·the section within Chapter 3, and that's because,

·5· ·once again, the information is pretty dense, but,

·6· ·again, we're hoping that these slides will help get

·7· ·a better understanding.

·8· · · · · · So this is an example of the

·9· ·Transportation and Traffic section, and what we

10· ·include there is a regulatory framework.· We

11· ·identify specifically either the state laws or

12· ·local ordinances.· We basically look at every

13· ·aspect in terms of regulatory framework that we

14· ·have to comply with.

15· · · · · · Then we have our Methodology section,

16· ·which is how we looked at the data, how we analyze

17· ·it, how we're going to analyze it, and how the

18· ·impacts are identified.

19· · · · · · Then the Thresholds of Significance,

20· ·that's the important piece.· That's where CEQA, the

21· ·California state law, breaks down exactly each

22· ·topic and what are -- does this project impact this

23· ·resource?

24· · · · · · And so that's where we need to do the

25· ·analysis and plug that in.· And that information is
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·1· ·clearly listed in our environmental document.

·2· · · · · · And then the Existing Setting really

·3· ·speaks to what the local environment looks like in

·4· ·2019.· And then, again, if you're highly interested

·5· ·in the impact evaluation, that's in that section

·6· ·there where we do the analysis and make the

·7· ·determination of those impacts.

·8· · · · · · After we've done the impact evaluation,

·9· ·then we move on to project measures and mitigation

10· ·measures.· So these are applicable measures and

11· ·mitigations needed for the project, should we

12· ·need -- should we have to mitigate certain impacts.

13· · · · · · And then significance after mitigation.

14· ·So, again, those are determinations that are pretty

15· ·important.

16· · · · · · Another piece that we added to the

17· ·environmental document is a quick summary table

18· ·that lists out the -- on the left columns here on

19· ·the side, that lists out the CEQA thresholds, those

20· ·elements that we base our evaluation on.

21· · · · · · And then we have the rows, which shows all

22· ·the different alternatives with the different

23· ·design options.· And that will let you know of

24· ·whether some of these have impacts or not.

25· · · · · · So this is a really great resource that's
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·1· ·included in every section that will give you an

·2· ·idea of which have impacts, which ones don't, which

·3· ·ones need mitigation measures, if you want to look

·4· ·at specific items.

·5· · · · · · So you've heard me mention project

·6· ·regulations, project measures, and mitigation

·7· ·measures, and so as we look at project regulation

·8· ·standards, this is something that the project must

·9· ·comply with, which is either our Metro rail design

10· ·criteria -- we also have the California Public

11· ·Utilities Commission, who looks at all of our grade

12· ·crossings to ensure safety.

13· · · · · · But also, our MRDC also does the same

14· ·thing.

15· · · · · · And then Caltrans -- we also coordinate

16· ·with Caltrans and the Army Corps of Engineers.· So

17· ·there's a lot of regulation, a lot of design and

18· ·guidelines that we look at to ensure safety for the

19· ·project and overall, again, try to minimize the

20· ·amount of impacts to the communities.

21· · · · · · And then a mitigation measure, what that

22· ·means is essentially a measure or something that we

23· ·can do to prevent, reduce, or, again, try to

24· ·overall minimize that impact or the environmental

25· ·effect that the project may have.
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·1· · · · · · So some of these, you'll see mitigation

·2· ·measures, and Jaime will talk a little bit more

·3· ·about those, because we're going to share some of

·4· ·those areas where we saw significant unavoidable

·5· ·impacts.

·6· · · · · · So going back to the summary table -- and

·7· ·this is, I think, a good way to understand exactly

·8· ·where are the significant and unavoidable impacts.

·9· ·But overall, it lists out all the impacts related

10· ·to the project.

11· · · · · · Now, what you see here is very typical of

12· ·a light-rail project of this size, where we will

13· ·identify impacts.· But once again, we will have

14· ·less than significant -- or less than significant

15· ·with a mitigation measure.

16· · · · · · But to pay really close attention, where

17· ·we have significant unavoidable are in the cultural

18· ·resources.· And Jaime will talk a little bit more

19· ·about that.

20· · · · · · But as you can see here, the alternative

21· ·that is -- alternatives that are affected by the

22· ·cultural resources with significant unavoidable are

23· ·those that include the Commerce MSF option, because

24· ·that's where we've seen some cultural resource

25· ·impacts.· But Jaime will talk a little bit more in
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·1· ·detail.

·2· · · · · · Then also we have significant unavoidable,

·3· ·and this is typical when we're going to use a

·4· ·tunnel-boring machine.· Essentially, it's that big

·5· ·drill that's going to drill our tunnels through the

·6· ·segment of the three miles where we go from

·7· ·Atlantic, Pomona, to Citadel.

·8· · · · · · And essentially, the tunnel-boring

·9· ·machine, that's exactly what it does, is that it

10· ·starts to drill through the soil, which makes it a

11· ·little difficult for us to monitor any resources

12· ·that are underground and we'd be able to stop the

13· ·machine and look at that.

14· · · · · · So that is, essentially, why we have a

15· ·significant unavoidable impact there.· But for the

16· ·most part, as you can see, the majority is less

17· ·than significant at this point.

18· · · · · · But this is a good table, again, another

19· ·good resource for you.· This is included in the

20· ·executive summary to take a look at, so please be

21· ·sure that you have an opportunity to go through the

22· ·executive summary.

23· · · · · · And so with that, I am going to turn it

24· ·over to Jaime, because Jaime will go over, again,

25· ·some of these significant unavoidable impacts, but
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·1· ·then also, he's going to speak to some of the

·2· ·topics that we heard during the community meetings

·3· ·that we hope we can address and if not, take a look

·4· ·at your comments through the final environmental

·5· ·document.· Thank you.

·6· · · · · · MR. GUZMAN:· Thank you, Jenny.· I thank

·7· ·everybody, again, for coming out this morning.

·8· · · · · · As Jenny mentioned, we have looked at the

·9· ·various topics that we're required to look at by

10· ·law under the California Environmental Quality Act.

11· ·These are the topics that are evaluated here.

12· · · · · · And what I wanted to talk with you about

13· ·is some of the impacts that we found to be either

14· ·significant and unavoidable, even after mitigation

15· ·has been attempted, or other impacts that, as Jenny

16· ·mentioned, we have heard the community talk to us

17· ·about.

18· · · · · · So the first one that I'm going to talk

19· ·about a little bit more in detail is the cultural

20· ·resources.

21· · · · · · Cultural Resources is located in

22· ·Section 3.4 of our document, and if you had any

23· ·interest in understanding how we came about to this

24· ·conclusion in more detail, that's where you would

25· ·find this information.
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·1· · · · · · Now, what -- the resource that we're

·2· ·looking at, what is the impact?· Well, there is a

·3· ·potential historic district that is part of the

·4· ·City of Commerce.· It's an industrial historic

·5· ·district, and the -- it is not an existing one, so

·6· ·meaning that it hasn't been evaluated before, but

·7· ·construction of the maintenance facility in the

·8· ·city -- in this area of the City of Commerce, would

·9· ·require acquisition of various properties that may

10· ·not necessarily individually be significant, but

11· ·they contribute to the overall historic aspect of

12· ·this area.

13· · · · · · And what we looked at is, well, how --

14· ·which alternative impacts this, and what kind of

15· ·mitigation there could be to minimize this, if

16· ·possible.

17· · · · · · So in terms of the alternative, all three

18· ·alternatives would impact this resource if the

19· ·Commerce yard is selected.· As we mentioned,

20· ·there's two options for the maintenance facility

21· ·yard, one in Commerce and one in Montebello, and

22· ·the one in Montebello, we bypass this area so there

23· ·would be no impact to cultural resources.

24· · · · · · What we can do in terms of what's legally

25· ·required typically of a situation like this is that
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·1· ·you can document the resource.· You can put signs

·2· ·or a plaque or some kind of marker that this --

·3· ·that this district existed, if you do choose to do

·4· ·this yard.· But because you're still losing the

·5· ·resource, it's still an impact no matter what.

·6· · · · · · So that's the conclusion, that it would be

·7· ·a significant unavoidable impact if the Commerce

·8· ·yard is selected.

·9· · · · · · So the way that I've broken this down and

10· ·presented it to you now is what we do for every

11· ·single resource, for every single element of the

12· ·project, and for all the different alternatives.

13· · · · · · Another topic that we looked at was the

14· ·impacts to the river crossings.· This would be the

15· ·river crossing over Rio Hondo and also on the

16· ·San Gabriel river.

17· · · · · · The current engineering on this plan is to

18· ·replace both bridges.· And so the construction of

19· ·the new bridge and the footings for that have the

20· ·potential to affect the hydrology of the river, and

21· ·Hydrology is found in Section 3.9 of the document.

22· · · · · · What we looked at is what can we do --

23· ·well, which alternatives would affect it?· And in

24· ·this particular case, it would be just

25· ·Alternative 1, since that's the one that crosses
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·1· ·both rivers.

·2· · · · · · What can we do to reduce this?· There are

·3· ·some best practices, management practices that are

·4· ·available, just as a general construction, but we

·5· ·do have mitigation here that we looked at.

·6· · · · · · We have mitigation for hydrology,

·7· ·basically, to make sure that the flow of the river

·8· ·is maintained whenever there is water that's

·9· ·flowing through it and to try to minimize the

10· ·amount of construction that is done during that

11· ·time.

12· · · · · · In addition to that, we have some

13· ·hazardous materials mitigations because we want to

14· ·make sure that whatever's being done, in terms of

15· ·either too much soil being released, which

16· ·increases the sedimentation or how much dirt there

17· ·is in the water, doesn't affect the flow.

18· · · · · · And then also in case of any chemicals

19· ·that are used for construction, that are typical

20· ·for construction, that are stored correctly, and

21· ·also there is ways to minimize how much get into

22· ·the river.

23· · · · · · In addition to that, we also looked at --

24· ·one of the things that people have asked us a lot

25· ·in meetings is:· How is this going to be built?
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·1· ·Are you going to be closing down the bridges

·2· ·completely during construction?· And are you going

·3· ·to be demolishing both of them at the same time?

·4· · · · · · The engineering on that is still being

·5· ·worked on, and obviously there's going to be -- at

·6· ·the end -- before this ever gets constructed, there

·7· ·are going to be traffic management plans in place,

·8· ·and we do have that mitigation in our document.

·9· · · · · · But essentially the plan is to only close

10· ·one side of the bridge and build it in sections so

11· ·that access on Washington is always maintained.

12· ·That does reduce the amount of lanes on the

13· ·bridges, but that will still keep the access there,

14· ·and they will not likely be constructed at the same

15· ·time.

16· · · · · · Another big topic that we get a lot of

17· ·questions about is noise, and in particular, you

18· ·know, what is the noise going to be mitigated

19· ·during construction, and also how the noise levels

20· ·are going to be during operations.

21· · · · · · We've done the analysis based on the

22· ·standard noise models and also the noise thresholds

23· ·for what is considered severe and moderate impacts.

24· · · · · · According to the data that we used from

25· ·existing conditions that we compared these
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·1· ·thresholds to, generally we find that there would

·2· ·be less than significant impacts.

·3· · · · · · However, there are some parts of the

·4· ·alignment where the train will pass in front of

·5· ·residential uses, and so we looked at those to see

·6· ·if there could be potential, you know, impacts

·7· ·there, to those residences, or, you know, other

·8· ·sensitive areas, as well as schools and other uses

·9· ·like that.

10· · · · · · And generally, we found that based on the

11· ·existing noise level, it would be less than

12· ·significant.· However, there are portions of a --

13· ·of the track work, particularly right before and

14· ·after stations, where what are called crossovers

15· ·are installed, which is the brakes between tracks

16· ·to go from the one set of tracks to the other.· And

17· ·those gaps tend to produce a little bit of noise

18· ·and vibration that are above some of those

19· ·thresholds.

20· · · · · · So what we've done -- and this applies to

21· ·all alternatives, but in particular, Alternative 1

22· ·is where it's going to be in front of some of these

23· ·residences.

24· · · · · · What we've done as part of our process is

25· ·to try to locate those as far away from the
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·1· ·residences as possible.· Where that wasn't possible

·2· ·due to engineering constraints, there are some

·3· ·mitigations that we've asked to be part of the

·4· ·project, and that includes to use some cushioning

·5· ·underneath those areas so that there's a reduction

·6· ·in the vibration and the sound that's produced

·7· ·there, as well as some of the track materials, to

·8· ·minimize that noise level from those gaps.

·9· · · · · · Another very frequently asked question

10· ·about the project is related to traffic and the

11· ·access for emergency services, in particular, fire,

12· ·police, especially during the construction, where a

13· ·lot of streets might be detoured or where they may

14· ·be down to a couple of lanes.

15· · · · · · Now, one of the things that -- and this is

16· ·for all alternatives and really for any

17· ·construction that happens -- the mitigation

18· ·measures that we're looking at are similar to the

19· ·ones proposed for traffic during construction, and

20· ·that is that we expect that there will be detour

21· ·routes.

22· · · · · · We're hoping that there won't be any

23· ·long-term closures, but before any of that happens,

24· ·Metro needs to provide a traffic management plan.

25· ·That traffic management plan is run by the cities,
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·1· ·the individual jurisdictions.· It's run by the

·2· ·emergency services, as well as stakeholders, so

·3· ·people that live in the area.· They have a say into

·4· ·when things happen, how the detours are done.· And

·5· ·that is hopefully enough to try to mitigate some of

·6· ·the impacts that could be affected.

·7· · · · · · But certainly with emergency response

·8· ·areas -- and this is a -- this graphic is something

·9· ·that is a detour route around Crenshaw -- a lot of

10· ·this information is -- has to be approved by fire

11· ·and police departments.· So they will do that in

12· ·order to maintain the level of service and the

13· ·response times.

14· · · · · · Obviously a lot of people are concerned

15· ·about the traffic.· As I mentioned, we evaluated

16· ·traffic for construction and operations.· Some of

17· ·the traffic -- most of -- the majority of the

18· ·traffic impacts would be during construction

19· ·because of the detour routes.

20· · · · · · And as I mentioned, we have the traffic

21· ·management plans that we try to utilize to minimize

22· ·this that include public input, certainly input

23· ·from the police and fire and obviously the

24· ·individual councils and the planning departments

25· ·that are involved in -- during the construction and
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·1· ·during operations.

·2· · · · · · One of the key features of the

·3· ·Environmental Impact Report that we have is that

·4· ·the California Environmental Quality Act requires

·5· ·Metro to select the environmentally superior

·6· ·alternative that is not the no-project alternative.

·7· · · · · · As we mentioned before, we are evaluating

·8· ·the three build alternatives, which are the entire

·9· ·alignment all the way to Whittier, the shortened

10· ·one that goes to Commerce, and then the one that

11· ·goes to Greenwood here in Montebello.

12· · · · · · As Jenny mentioned, we are not evaluating

13· ·the TSM alternative.· The reason for that is

14· ·explained in our Chapter 5, which is the

15· ·alternatives comparison.· We also have an appendix

16· ·that talks about the history of the alternatives,

17· ·and that's explained there as well.

18· · · · · · But in essence, when the board decided in

19· ·2020 to move the SR60 and the combined alternatives

20· ·from further evaluation, they also decided to

21· ·discontinue the federal process, which is under the

22· ·National Environmental Policy Act.

23· · · · · · The TSM alternative that was evaluated in

24· ·the 2014 document was done so for federal

25· ·requirement.· It is not a state requirement to be
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·1· ·considered.· So once the federal NEPA process was

·2· ·removed from further evaluation, that was no longer

·3· ·required to be evaluated.

·4· · · · · · So, again, the environmentally superior

·5· ·alternative -- it looks at the three build

·6· ·alternatives that we have in question.

·7· · · · · · What that is is it looks at all of the

·8· ·impacts that have -- that occur for each

·9· ·alternative, all the old mitigation measures, and

10· ·then weighs them against each other.· It

11· ·automatically already assumes that all of these

12· ·alternatives are going to meet the project

13· ·objectives, and typically they do if they are being

14· ·evaluated as a complete alternative like we have in

15· ·this document.

16· · · · · · However, the environmentally superior

17· ·alternative that was selected in this document,

18· ·which is Alternative 3, which is the one that goes

19· ·to Montebello, the shortened version that stops at

20· ·Greenwood -- that does not mean that that is what

21· ·is going to be selected as the locally preferred

22· ·alternative, meaning that that's not the same term.

23· · · · · · The locally preferred alternative is

24· ·something that the Metro board is going to be

25· ·deciding next based on the evaluation of the
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·1· ·document, but they also take into consideration

·2· ·other aspects, such as all the comments that we

·3· ·receive on the document and all the public comments

·4· ·that we receive during this period, as well as any

·5· ·description of the project benefits and other

·6· ·aspects that the board is looking for.

·7· · · · · · And so while it might be the same one, you

·8· ·know, for those concerned that it may not -- that

·9· ·it's not the full alignment, that still is up on --

10· ·that's still on the table for the locally preferred

11· ·alternative.· This is just a requirement that only

12· ·looks at relative impacts and mitigation.

13· · · · · · Before we turn it over to the public

14· ·hearing, I just wanted to touch base a little bit

15· ·about what we're hoping to get from you in terms of

16· ·your comments, and also give you some tips on some

17· ·of the things that I think are very important to

18· ·have comments on or provide us input in, whether

19· ·it's today or further down the line.

20· · · · · · You know, what we look for, ideally,

21· ·obviously, and what we're here for is the

22· ·environmental document, so we would like, if you

23· ·have any specific comments on the document, to be

24· ·as specific as possible.

25· · · · · · If you haven't had a chance to look at it
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·1· ·yet, once you do, we would love to get additional

·2· ·comments, and we have here the ways that you can

·3· ·provide those comments.

·4· · · · · · Also understand that every aspect of

·5· ·what's in the document is something you can comment

·6· ·on, and that includes the mitigation measures that

·7· ·are being proposed.

·8· · · · · · A lot of times when we -- we don't get

·9· ·comments on mitigation measures, and I would say

10· ·that for a lot of communities, that is the one

11· ·place where they could actually have a meaningful

12· ·impact on the document and how the project is

13· ·constructed.

14· · · · · · So I would really look -- you know,

15· ·encourage you to look at the mitigation measures at

16· ·your leisure.· And once you have some comments on

17· ·that, please provide that, because I think it's an

18· ·important aspect of what we're trying to do with

19· ·your community here.

20· · · · · · Once you provide the comments, we will be

21· ·having this -- this period ends on August 29th.

22· ·You will get the comments.· We will respond to

23· ·them.· They will be -- each comment will be

24· ·responded to individually, and the comments -- the

25· ·responses of that will be placed in the final
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·1· ·document, which will also be available for review

·2· ·before the board takes any action on it.

·3· · · · · · So there's still a lot of opportunities to

·4· ·make an impact on the project.· I encourage you to

·5· ·read the document.· I know it's very lengthy.· It

·6· ·took a while to write it, too.· But we have a lot

·7· ·of information in there, and we'd love to help you

·8· ·navigate it, to our staff that's here, after we're

·9· ·done with the public hearing.· And anytime that you

10· ·have any comments on it, please let Metro know, and

11· ·we can hopefully help each other out in trying to

12· ·navigate the document.

13· · · · · · With that, I'll turn it over to you.

14· ·Thank you very much.

15· · · · · · MR. CORONA:· Thank you, Jaime.

16· · · · · · So pretty much what's next after the

17· ·meeting, Jaime gave a little bit of update on

18· ·what's coming up next.· As he said, we're going to

19· ·review the submitted comments and incorporate them

20· ·into the public record, and responses will be in

21· ·writing on the final Environmental Impact Report

22· ·that will be produced, and will be also available

23· ·for review once it is completed.

24· · · · · · So just like today, we have the draft

25· ·Environmental Impact Report for review and comment.
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·1· ·When we come back -- conclude that part, we will

·2· ·have the final environmental document for you to

·3· ·review, and then we will take it to the Metro

·4· ·board, and that will be where it will be heard and

·5· ·voted on by the Metro board.

·6· · · · · · But what is next immediately is to take

·7· ·the locally preferred alternative selection to the

·8· ·Metro board later this year.· And, again, that is

·9· ·not going to be the environmental record that we're

10· ·discussing tonight, but more this is just what is

11· ·the locally preferred alternative for this project,

12· ·as how it will be running through the area.

13· · · · · · And then after that, as I said earlier, we

14· ·will release the final Environmental Impact Report

15· ·for review, and then it will go to the Metro board,

16· ·and that will be where it will be decided upon.· So

17· ·those are pretty much the next steps.

18· · · · · · But right now what we're doing is taking

19· ·comments from you, and we will be taking comments

20· ·from you both at the hearing here, and we will be

21· ·having in person.

22· · · · · · You can also submit your comments in

23· ·writing.· You can mail it to Jenny

24· ·Cristales-Cevallos, the project manager, and

25· ·there's a mailing address right there.· You can
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·1· ·also go online to our electronic public comment

·2· ·forum, which is metro.net/Eastside comments.

·3· · · · · · You can also call the project hotline, and

·4· ·if you prefer to do that verbally not today, you

·5· ·can call (213)922-3012.· Bilingual staff will be

·6· ·receiving those e-mails, so if you prefer to leave

·7· ·your comments there in English or in Spanish, you

·8· ·can do it there as well.

·9· · · · · · And we will be having our public comments

10· ·today for this presentation.

11· · · · · · As I stated earlier in the presentation --

12· ·again, some of you may not have heard that or

13· ·caught that, this is number two out of four

14· ·hearings that we are having.· Three of them are in

15· ·person, this is the second in-person one.

16· · · · · · Last week we were here in East L.A.· Today

17· ·we are in Montebello.· And then it will be online

18· ·for meeting number 3 on August 11th.· And that will

19· ·also be viewed in person, if you would like to do

20· ·it in person, just like you're doing so here, at

21· ·the Pico Rivera council chambers.· So where they

22· ·are having council meetings in Pico Rivera, you can

23· ·go there and view it as well, and that will be on

24· ·Thursday, August 11th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

25· · · · · · And then the final meeting, which will be
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·1· ·in person, will be in Whittier on Wednesday,

·2· ·August 17th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

·3· · · · · · That will be the last time to do it in a

·4· ·hearing setting.· That doesn't mean that that's the

·5· ·last of it.· You have until August 29th to provide

·6· ·the comments.

·7· · · · · · Now, I must emphasize that the comments

·8· ·you've provided either here at the hearing or in

·9· ·writing, or if you call, they're all going to be

10· ·weighed the same.· They have the same meaning.· So

11· ·it's just a matter of how you feel comfortable and

12· ·how you would like to provide your comments for

13· ·this project.· So I want to emphasize that part.

14· · · · · · Again, if you would like to provide

15· ·comments or speak today, make sure you submitted a

16· ·speaker card and fill it out and hand it to one of

17· ·our staff here, or just raise your hand with it,

18· ·and we will pick it up from you.

19· · · · · · And as you are writing your comment -- or

20· ·your name right now, I'm going to go on to the next

21· ·phase of where we are, and we are going to get

22· ·close -- we are pretty much going to start the

23· ·hearing.· It is 11:05 on Saturday, July 30th, and

24· ·we will begin with the hearing.

25· · · · · · And I'm going to introduce Genoveva
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·1· ·Arellano, who will be our hearing officer who will

·2· ·take you to the next steps.· And as I do that, I

·3· ·will hand this microphone over to Edna so we can

·4· ·line up for your comments.

·5· · · · · · MS. ARELLANO:· Good morning, everyone.

·6· ·That was a lot of information, very important for

·7· ·us to all understand the information that is being

·8· ·provided and where we are in the process.

·9· · · · · · It's my pleasure today to serve as your

10· ·public hearing officer on behalf of Metro.· My name

11· ·is Genoveva Arellano.· I'm a member of the outreach

12· ·team working with Metro on this very important

13· ·project.

14· · · · · · I'd like to welcome all of you here today,

15· ·and thank you for your participation at today's

16· ·public hearing.· It's my pleasure to serve as your

17· ·public hearing officer.· My role is to formally

18· ·receive your comments and ensure that they are

19· ·included as part of our record.

20· · · · · · Before we get started with the public

21· ·comment period during this hearing, a few

22· ·additional reminders about this process.· It's very

23· ·important.

24· · · · · · First, we are conducting this public

25· ·hearing to receive your comments specifically on
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·1· ·the environmental analysis, alternatives, impacts,

·2· ·and mitigation measures presented in the draft

·3· ·Environmental Impact Report for this project.· It's

·4· ·very specifically on that document.

·5· · · · · · Your input is very important to us and

·6· ·will help us continue developing the Metro Eastside

·7· ·Transit Corridor Phase 2 project.· Your comments

·8· ·will become part of the official record of the

·9· ·Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 draft

10· ·Environmental Impact Report.

11· · · · · · As both Tito, Jenny, and the team have

12· ·mentioned, your comments may also be submitted by

13· ·mail, the online comment form, or on the help line,

14· ·as you see on the screen.

15· · · · · · I want to emphasize that the team or I --

16· ·we will not be responding to any comments during

17· ·this comment period here today as part of the

18· ·formal record.· It's a formal environmental

19· ·process, and specifically it's done this way so

20· ·that the team has an opportunity to read and

21· ·understand your comment and respond to it

22· ·thoroughly as part of the final Environmental

23· ·Impact Report.

24· · · · · · As we mentioned, this is a draft document.

25· ·We will get to the final later.· As part of that
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·1· ·document, that's where your comments will be

·2· ·responded to thoroughly.

·3· · · · · · Responses to your comments will be

·4· ·provided in that final document.· Please visit the

·5· ·website for more information about the process or

·6· ·the project, and you see that here.

·7· · · · · · Now, to get started on the comment period

·8· ·this morning, a few reminders:· We will continue to

·9· ·show this slide on the screen as a reminder of how

10· ·you can provide your comment to us today, or

11· ·anytime until Monday, August 29th.

12· · · · · · Please point that out in your calendar.

13· ·Share that with neighbors and friends.· We welcome

14· ·your comments anytime in any method until Monday,

15· ·October -- excuse me -- Monday, August 29th.· That

16· ·is a final cutoff date for the 60-day comment

17· ·period.

18· · · · · · It needs to happen very specifically that

19· ·way so that the team then can move forward with

20· ·responding to comments.· So it's important that you

21· ·do so by then.

22· · · · · · You can submit your oral comments today by

23· ·completing the speaker card.· A few of you have

24· ·already filled out the speaker card.· Please use

25· ·this so that we can call on you in order, which is
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·1· ·what I'll be doing in just a moment.

·2· · · · · · You will have 90 seconds to say -- state

·3· ·your verbal comment and no longer.· We are here

·4· ·today until 12:00 noon to provide plenty of

·5· ·opportunity for anyone else to provide verbal

·6· ·comment, or you can also do it directly with the

·7· ·court reporter, who is here today until 12:00 noon.

·8· · · · · · The remainder of the day we would like to

·9· ·use -- if we have no further comments from anyone,

10· ·is to resume the open house where you can actually

11· ·talk to staff directly, if you have any questions

12· ·or other concerns.

13· · · · · · Just as a reminder, your conversations

14· ·with staff are not part of the formal record.· If

15· ·you would like to submit a formal comment, you need

16· ·to do so today verbally or through our court

17· ·reporter or in a comment form.

18· · · · · · This is the comment form in writing

19· ·(indicating).· Each of you received one when you

20· ·came in.· So this is the alternative way if you are

21· ·not interested in speaking verbally for you to

22· ·provide your comment to us today.

23· · · · · · You may also provide oral comments

24· ·directly to the court reporter, as I mentioned,

25· ·again, until 12:00 noon.
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·1· · · · · · We also have a Spanish interpreter who

·2· ·will provide translation of the comments during

·3· ·this hearing and provide any personal assistance in

·4· ·submitting an oral comment.

·5· · · · · · Again, we are here to listen to your

·6· ·comments, but we will not be responding to them

·7· ·directly.· Again, oral comments will be limited to

·8· ·90 seconds, and we will have a timer on the screen

·9· ·and a little alarm that will go off to make sure

10· ·that we all can know that the time has expired.

11· · · · · · We request that you please be respectful

12· ·to us and to each other during this hearing and

13· ·especially during your verbal comment.

14· · · · · · I will call on the first three speakers to

15· ·give you some time to gather your thoughts.· And

16· ·after every speaker, I will call on the next one to

17· ·make sure that you're ready.· This will ensure that

18· ·we go through the speakers in order and to give you

19· ·enough time to go forward.

20· · · · · · I will be announcing -- actually, when you

21· ·come forward, please state yourself, your first

22· ·name and your last name and your zip code so we can

23· ·identify you, and also share with us if you

24· ·represent any organization.· That would be helpful.

25· · · · · · With that, I think we're ready to begin
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·1· ·receiving formal comments.· For your information, I

·2· ·have received three comments so far.· Again, if

·3· ·anyone has not submitted a speaker card, please do

·4· ·so.· Our staff will come around to pick those up.

·5· · · · · · Great.· We have a few more.

·6· · · · · · The first three speakers, in this order,

·7· ·are Jesse Garcia, Edmond Veloz, and Esther Selis.

·8· · · · · · So if I can ask Jesse Garcia to be the

·9· ·first one up.· Edna will be handing you the

10· ·microphone.· And if you can, again, state your name

11· ·and your organization, if you have one, and we

12· ·welcome you to give us your public comment.

13· · · · · · Thank you, Jesse.

14· · · · · · MR. GARCIA:· Thank you.· My name's Jesse

15· ·Garcia.· I live at 90640 zip code.

16· · · · · · So presently you have a $3 billion

17· ·project.· It is 9.4 miles, more or less, so I run

18· ·to the office of 10 miles.· That's about

19· ·$300 million per mile that will be spent.

20· · · · · · Now, the cost of ridership is $1.75.· Max

21· ·occupancy is at 405 passengers, which will never

22· ·happen.· So I rounded this to 250.· That's 125

23· ·passengers per train.· That's roughly about

24· ·$1,304.50 every hour.

25· · · · · · It says it's going to run for 24/7.· It's
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·1· ·not going to happen, so I rounded that to ten

·2· ·hours.· That's roughly $13,125 per day.· In a

·3· ·30-day time frame, that's $393,750.· In one year,

·4· ·that's 4,000,750.

·5· · · · · · In order to pay back the principal of

·6· ·$3 billion, that's 52 years; okay?

·7· · · · · · And, again, this is at the 10,000-foot

·8· ·level.· I didn't put in any other variables.· With

·9· ·something of the scope of this size, the nature and

10· ·scope, it's a lot.

11· · · · · · So basically, if I were to present this to

12· ·my manager, he would throw me out of his office.

13· ·And I am a product manager, a program manager in my

14· ·past life.

15· · · · · · So in order for this to be paid off in

16· ·five years -- every company wants their principal

17· ·to be paid back in five years, ridership would have

18· ·to increase to $14 per head.

19· · · · · · Now, the reason we can do this, it's

20· ·public money.· It is all public money.

21· · · · · · MS. ARELLANO:· Jesse, thank you for your

22· ·comment.

23· · · · · · Next, we have Edmond Veloz.· Following

24· ·Edmond, Esther Selis.· Following Esther, Sandra,

25· ·who is a resident.· So hopefully, Sandra, you can
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·1· ·tell us when you come on up.

·2· · · · · · Edmond, go right ahead.

·3· · · · · · MR. VELOZ:· Okay.· I'm going to read

·4· ·something to you.

·5· · · · · · My name is Edmond Veloz.· I live in 90640,

·6· ·Montebello.· I'm going to read something to you

·7· ·directly.· These are Jenny Cristales-Cevallos's own

·8· ·words from the Whittier meeting last -- in 2019.

·9· ·It says here:

10· · · · · · · · ·"So all these elements need to go

11· · · · · · through the public review process and

12· · · · · · the elemental process down to when we

13· · · · · · identify the locally preferred

14· · · · · · alternative.· So this is currently the

15· · · · · · purpose and need of the project.

16· · · · · · · · ·"Again, we are soliciting input

17· · · · · · to ensure this purpose meets the --

18· · · · · · meets the community's needs and

19· · · · · · concerns."

20· · · · · · We are local here.· These are the locally

21· ·preferred alternatives.· TSM, electric buses.

22· ·That's what we want.· There's 1,235 -- 1,250 names

23· ·here, and we have over 1,600 now.

24· · · · · · This is the locally preferred alternative.

25· ·This is what we want, not what they want.· This is
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·1· ·all they want.· We've never been involved in the

·2· ·project, whether you know it or not.

·3· · · · · · The Montebello city council has this, and

·4· ·so does the Metro have this, yet they don't want to

·5· ·acknowledge any of this.

·6· · · · · · Folks, you're being -- you're being --

·7· ·you're being robbed today, and they're filling you

·8· ·with 20 years full of cow manure today to tell you,

·9· ·oh, you matter.

10· · · · · · You don't matter.· Not one bit.· Thank

11· ·you.

12· · · · · · MS. ARELLANO:· Edmond, thank you for your

13· ·comments.· And if there's anything in writing that

14· ·you would like to leave with us for additional

15· ·comments, you are all welcome to do so with your

16· ·comments.

17· · · · · · Next, we have Esther Selis.· Following

18· ·Esther, Sandra.· And following Sandra, Jorge

19· ·Martinez.

20· · · · · · MS. SOLIS:· Hello.· My name is Esther

21· ·Solis.· I live in Pico Rivera.· I am very glad to

22· ·be here for this presentation.· But they haven't

23· ·even mentioned Pico Rivera.

24· · · · · · We are over 65,000 residents.· On the map

25· ·top side, you see the stations.· You see all the
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·1· ·way coming down from East L.A. and Commerce.· They

·2· ·go all the way over to Washington and Whittier by

·3· ·the PIH hospital.· They don't show you the part of

·4· ·Pico Rivera.

·5· · · · · · Pico Rivera starts on Rosemead, which is

·6· ·very important with all our commercial industries

·7· ·there.· We have all our shopping centers.· They

·8· ·would be affected.· They were affected all through

·9· ·COVID and lost so much money.· Now they're going to

10· ·be affected by having all the construction on that

11· ·street.· They're not going to allow the trucks to

12· ·come through.

13· · · · · · We have many trucks, Commerce, going

14· ·through.· Where are those trucks going to go?

15· ·They're going to go on Slauson, which is going to

16· ·impact Slauson.· We have Passons and Washington

17· ·over there by Rancho High School and Rivera Middle

18· ·School that has over 45,000 children crossing both

19· ·ways.

20· · · · · · The safety of our children is in jeopardy.

21· ·They're telling me they:· Oh, they can stop

22· ·quickly.

23· · · · · · They cannot stop quickly.· When you stand

24· ·there and look at them, you've got 100 to 200 kids

25· ·crossing both ways.· It's a safety issue.
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·1· · · · · · And we have homes, homes from Rosemead all

·2· ·the way down to the 65 Freeway.· The homes are

·3· ·there.· How are you going to affect them with the

·4· ·staging sections?· Where are they going to be?· How

·5· ·is our community going to be taken care of?· It's

·6· ·65,000 residents and we had to fight for the

·7· ·in-house meeting in the city council.

·8· · · · · · MS. ARELLANO:· Esther, thank you very much

·9· ·for your comment.

10· · · · · · Next, we have Sandra.· Following Sandra,

11· ·we have Jorge Martinez.· After Jorge will be Marina

12· ·Martinez.

13· · · · · · Sandra, please go ahead.

14· · · · · · MS. SANDOVAL:· Hi.· My name is Sandra.· My

15· ·zip code is 90022.· I'm from --

16· · · · · · MS. ARELLANO:· Excuse me.· Can you repeat

17· ·your last name?

18· · · · · · MS. SANDOVAL:· Sandra Sandoval.· East L.A.

19· · · · · · My comment is that -- well, I have a

20· ·question.· You mentioned the rail yard.· Could you

21· ·please tell me where that rail yard is?· Is it the

22· ·old train station?

23· · · · · · You probably can't answer my question, but

24· ·I would hate to have those old historic trains torn

25· ·down.· So if you're going to build a yard at the
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·1· ·old train station, I'd like to know where it's at.

·2· ·Is it in the City of Commerce, and which rail

·3· ·station is it?· Because I don't think you need to

·4· ·be tearing down our old historic buildings.

·5· · · · · · And my only comment is you need to build

·6· ·subways.· I'm just against light rail.· The red

·7· ·cars, yellow cars, they've been gone for more than

·8· ·50 years.· You know, we've adjusted to cars.

·9· ·They've built freeways, so everybody's used to the

10· ·cars.· People are not going to stop buying cars.

11· · · · · · So you if you want to build rail, you need

12· ·to be underground.· So I am for subway.· If we need

13· ·to wait 50 years -- because we already did -- wait

14· ·another 100 years, then go ahead.· We may never see

15· ·another subway all the way to Orange County, but we

16· ·need subways.

17· · · · · · So I am all for the subways.· Please do

18· ·not be creating more traffic, because I rode the

19· ·Eastside Gold Line every day for work and it was

20· ·empty.· I was the only person -- maybe two people

21· ·on the entire train going to Pasadena alone at

22· ·6:00 o'clock in the morning.· No one else was on

23· ·the train other than me and one other person on the

24· ·Pasadena Gold Line.· Thank you.

25· · · · · · MS. ARELLANO:· Thank you, Sandra.
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·1· · · · · · Next, we have Jorge Martinez.· Following

·2· ·Jorge, Maria Martinez.· And then Mike Martinez.

·3· · · · · · Jorge?

·4· · · · · · MR. JORGE MARTINEZ:· Hello.· My name is

·5· ·Jorge Martinez, 90640 Montebello.

·6· · · · · · I have a for-instance.· Say I live in

·7· ·Montebello south of the -- Washington Boulevard,

·8· ·and it's already constructed.· I'm diabetic.· I'm a

·9· ·cardiac patient.· And I know for a fact that

10· ·there's going to be hampered emergency vehicle

11· ·response times.

12· · · · · · So if I die on the way to the hospital or

13· ·the ambulance or the paramedics don't reach me in

14· ·time because the only north-and-south route is

15· ·going to be Greenwood, I'm dead.· My family is

16· ·going to sue the Metro.

17· · · · · · And you multiply this by thousands or

18· ·hundreds of people that are diabetic and cardiac

19· ·people.· Well, you've got your answer there.

20· ·Mitigate that.· Thank you.

21· · · · · · And say no to the -- say no to the Gold

22· ·Line.

23· · · · · · MS. ARELLANO:· Thank you, Jorge.

24· · · · · · Next, we have Marina Martinez, followed by

25· ·Mike Martinez, and that will be the last speaker
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·1· ·card that I have here.

·2· · · · · · So if anyone else is interested in

·3· ·speaking, please fill out your card now and raise

·4· ·it up and make sure we collect it so we can

·5· ·continue.

·6· · · · · · Marina?

·7· · · · · · MS. MARINA MARTINEZ:· Hi.· My name is

·8· ·Marina Martinez, and I live in Pico Rivera.· The

·9· ·zip code is 90660.

10· · · · · · And let me just point out that at the Zoom

11· ·meeting on June 27th, I had to bring up the fact

12· ·that Pico Rivera was not receiving a copy of the

13· ·Environmental Impact Report, which -- thanks --

14· ·afterwards, they did have it available, and also to

15· ·the City of Commerce.

16· · · · · · And as far as the public meetings,

17· ·originally scheduled, it was only three, and now

18· ·they included Pico Rivera as well, and I think

19· ·that's a good thing, but we shouldn't have to

20· ·have -- we shouldn't have been an afterthought.

21· · · · · · But besides that point, if you looked at

22· ·the data analysis for the ridership of the Gold

23· ·Line back in 2019, it was very low.· It was the

24· ·lowest of all the light-rail systems.

25· · · · · · It is not making money for Metro.· It is
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·1· ·considered -- many people cite safety reasons, and

·2· ·the fact that it is not -- takes them to where they

·3· ·want to go.

·4· · · · · · So as far as the Washington Boulevard

·5· ·alternative, it's going to Washington and Lambert,

·6· ·but where will people get off if they want to go to

·7· ·work?

·8· · · · · · I mean, I don't work at the hospital.  I

·9· ·don't work there at -- why would I take the Gold

10· ·Line?· So, to me, it's a train that goes nowhere.

11· ·For $3 billion, it goes nowhere.

12· · · · · · MS. ARELLANO:· Thank you very much,

13· ·Marina.

14· · · · · · Next we have Mike Martinez.

15· · · · · · MR. MIKE MARTINEZ:· Hi.· Good morning,

16· ·everybody.· My name is Mike Martinez, East L.A.

17· ·resident.· I live literally in front of the Gold

18· ·Line on Third Street.· I see the impact it has for

19· ·our community, and we hate it.· It was -- nobody

20· ·liked it, even after the fact.· It was just a bad

21· ·idea overall for above-ground train.

22· · · · · · One thing I'd like to mention, the report,

23· ·page 3.4-34, over on Washington Boulevard over

24· ·Rio Hondo, they're going to change your -- three

25· ·lanes on each side to two lanes, and that's going
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·1· ·to be across the board.· It's going to create

·2· ·congestion.· I've seen it in front of my house.

·3· · · · · · They're going to work during the nighttime

·4· ·hours, so just imagine all the loud noise.

·5· · · · · · And that's Section 3.8-60 of the

·6· ·Environmental Report.

·7· · · · · · They're also saying in Section 3.4-14 that

·8· ·all the congestion from the trucks on Washington --

·9· ·that they're going to be going on Telegraph Road,

10· ·Olympic Boulevard, and Whittier Boulevard.

11· · · · · · Section 3.4-29 of the report, they're

12· ·thinking -- there's approximately -- they need to

13· ·take off 10,000 cars off the street because of

14· ·this.

15· · · · · · And let me tell you this much.· I live in

16· ·front of the rail.· I count how many passengers

17· ·ride that Gold Line.· Per cabin, a maximum

18· ·occupancy of 75 people.· There's only six people

19· ·riding it on average, and that's very generous.

20· ·That's only 3.5 percent of occupancy.· That's

21· ·$4 billion for 3.5 percent.· Think about that.

22· · · · · · MS. ARELLANO:· Mike, thank you very much.

23· · · · · · We do have an additional speaker, Eugenia.

24· · · · · · If I can ask you to please come up and

25· ·speak your first and last name.



55

·1· · · · · · MS. REYES:· My name is Eugenia Reyes.  I

·2· ·do live on the south side of Maple.

·3· · · · · · I do agree with everybody here.· I'm happy

·4· ·that somebody from East L.A. that was in Metro, in

·5· ·front of the Metro, you're here, because, to be

·6· ·honest, I used to go to the Santuario de Guadalupe,

·7· ·the church right there.· And you know what?· After

·8· ·that, you don't see no more cars.· Nobody wants to

·9· ·be nearby, barely, Third Street, et cetera.

10· · · · · · It's going to impact all those

11· ·semi-trucks.· And they have to back up, unload.  I

12· ·don't want it.· I already had enough, and I have to

13· ·deal with this since I was born, because my parents

14· ·have lived in that house since 1977.

15· · · · · · So I am already used to the noise of the

16· ·trucks.· I don't want no more.· I don't want it to

17· ·go under.· I don't want it to go on top.· We've

18· ·already had enough with so much stuff going on,

19· ·destroying our mother nature.

20· · · · · · And to top it off, when is it going to get

21· ·fixed?· You already saw what happened to the bridge

22· ·on Sixth Street.· People are going to be on the

23· ·Metro and start destroying it (speaking in

24· ·Spanish.)

25· · · · · · It's all trash.· People are going to,
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·1· ·little by little, start graffiti.· No, thank you.

·2· ·I don't want people from outside coming over here,

·3· ·and I don't want any people from here -- because

·4· ·I'm not saying that all the angels are here in

·5· ·Montebello.· There are some bad ones, too.· I don't

·6· ·want them to cause problems in other sides of the

·7· ·city.

·8· · · · · · If you guys want a Metro, do it downtown.

·9· ·If you want that to look like New York, go for it.

10· ·But not Commerce, not Montebello, not anything in

11· ·this area.· I'm sorry.

12· · · · · · MS. ARELLANO:· Thank you for your

13· ·comments.· That is our last speaker officially that

14· ·we've received a request-to-speak card.· The public

15· ·hearing is still open until 12:00 noon today.

16· · · · · · So as you continue to talk to our staff,

17· ·view the information, have an interest in speaking

18· ·verbally in front of the audience, please still

19· ·fill out the speaker card.· Public hearing is still

20· ·open, and we will be here until noon to receive

21· ·your verbal comment.

22· · · · · · Of course, as we've already stated, if you

23· ·prefer, you can speak directly to the court

24· ·reporter and provide your verbal comment that way

25· ·of any length, as well as the written public
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·1· ·comment card.

·2· · · · · · Let me reemphasize that a public comment

·3· ·period is intended for anyone from the public to

·4· ·comment on this project until Monday, August 29th.

·5· ·That is a very specific public comment period where

·6· ·we are encouraging folks to come forward with your

·7· ·thoughts and opinions specific to this

·8· ·environmental document.· It's a very important part

·9· ·of the process.

10· · · · · · The speakers who have already spoken so

11· ·far, we thank you for your comments.· We would like

12· ·more of them in any way from anyone else as well

13· ·today.

14· · · · · · 12:00 noon is our cutoff time, so please

15· ·feel free to roam around the room, talk to our

16· ·staff.

17· · · · · · A couple of people had questions in your

18· ·comment.· I would encourage you to go to the staff

19· ·and ask questions.· It is not part of the formal

20· ·record, but it would help your education of the

21· ·project.

22· · · · · · Again, please fill out a speaker form if

23· ·you are interested in still speaking until

24· ·12:00 noon today.· Thank you very much.

25· · · · · · MR. CORONA:· Thank you, Genoveva.
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·1· · · · · · So there is one other slide that I want to

·2· ·go over before we move on, but we do encourage you

·3· ·to please provide your comments here.· And, again,

·4· ·we want to ensure that you do have the ability to

·5· ·speak to folks.

·6· · · · · · So, again, you can provide comments.· The

·7· ·way you can is listed up here, as we've been

·8· ·stating through the meeting.· You can do it in

·9· ·writing.· You can provide it to us.· You can go

10· ·online to metro.net/eastsidecomments, and you can

11· ·do it online and it will take you to an electronic

12· ·comment form.

13· · · · · · You can call our phone number,

14· ·(213)922-3012, or you can do so here in the public

15· ·hearing.· Again, we're going to close this part.

16· ·Again, you can go up to our court reporter.· Please

17· ·speak loudly and clearly so she can take your

18· ·comments down.· And you can do that until noon

19· ·today.

20· · · · · · I do want to emphasize a couple of things.

21· ·We do have stations back here for somebody who has

22· ·specific questions you need answers to.· Station 2

23· ·is an overview.

24· · · · · · Station 3, which is outside, is the

25· ·environmental process with Station 2.
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·1· · · · · · And Station 4 outside is a draft

·2· ·Environmental Impact Report information.

·3· · · · · · And when you come back in here, Station 5

·4· ·has maps, and it provides that information

·5· ·available for you.

·6· · · · · · And then Station 6 is an opportunity to

·7· ·provide comments.

·8· · · · · · I believe if you have questions, you want

·9· ·to see -- zoom in on the maps, see where certain

10· ·things are, like the maintenance and storage

11· ·facility, we will have staff that can show you

12· ·specifically where certain parts of the alignment

13· ·are.· We want to make sure that you understand

14· ·where each station is so that you can go get your

15· ·questions answered.

16· · · · · · So with that, I'm going to close this part

17· ·of the presentation, and I now invite you to go and

18· ·speak to staff and we will be at each station.

19· · · · · · I also want to acknowledge and thank you

20· ·again you for being here.· Mark Reyes is here, and

21· ·Mr. Feldman.· So again, thank you both for being

22· ·here and I thank you all for joining us this

23· ·morning, and I hope you have a great rest of your

24· ·morning.· Thanks again.

25· · · · · · · · · · *· · *· · *· · *· · *
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·1· · · · · · MS. CLIFT:· My name is Enerina,

·2· ·E-N-E-R-I-N-A Clift, C-L-I F-T.

·3· · · · · · My question is:· Why don't let the

·4· ·residents of Pico Rivera knowing about this prior?

·5· ·It's only the people that live by Washington

·6· ·Boulevard and Pico Rivera.· Nobody else in the

·7· ·north of the city knows about this project.· That

·8· ·is my question.· Thank you for taking the time.

·9

10· · · · · · · · · · *· · *· · *· · *· · *

11

12· · · · · · ANONYMOUS SPEAKER:· I want to make a few

13· ·comments about this.· As a resident of Montebello,

14· ·I completely disagree with this project in every

15· ·aspect of it.· Not because of the environmental

16· ·impact it's going to have on our community, but the

17· ·idea as -- they just selected Washington Boulevard

18· ·instead of looking at alternatives off of the

19· ·60 Freeway.

20· · · · · · That was already in place at one point in

21· ·time.· There was a lot of protest that was done,

22· ·and then that project stopped on that side.

23· · · · · · And this area -- the city council did not

24· ·really take into consideration any of the

25· ·residents' needs.· And to put this project on
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·1· ·Washington Boulevard, that's something that should

·2· ·have been done, and the city completely just

·3· ·disregarded the part of the city on the south side

·4· ·of Montebello.

·5· · · · · · I haven't reviewed all the information,

·6· ·but I will review it and make additional comments

·7· ·as I review it.· That's very important.· I do not

·8· ·want to share my name at this point in time.

·9· · · · · · Another thing that I just want to make, I

10· ·notice that the gentleman, Mr. Avilos, he has a

11· ·sheet that a lot of people have signed against this

12· ·project.· Is that being considered as part of the

13· ·no-project part of Metro?

14· · · · · · That's what I also kind of -- I also am

15· ·not sure that -- he made a comment that the city

16· ·knows about it.· Metro knows about it, and nobody

17· ·really pays attention.

18· · · · · · Those are my concerns.· I've been

19· ·listening to what's going on in the city.· Thank

20· ·you.

21

22· · · · · · · · · · *· · *· · *· · *· · *

23

24· · · · · · MR. VELOZ:· My name is Edmond Veloz.  I

25· ·want to add that now -- we used to get three
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·1· ·minutes to speak.· Now it's down to a minute and a

·2· ·half, and that's corruption, just corruption, that

·3· ·they're causing that.· They're trying to close off

·4· ·people's ability to speak.· That's flat-out

·5· ·corruption, and it shouldn't be.

·6· · · · · · They have plenty of time.· The speakers

·7· ·here have all the time in the world for them to

·8· ·talk, but they don't want the public to talk.

·9· ·They're saying that they're here for the public.

10· ·They're not here for the public at all.· So, I

11· ·mean, if they were, they'd allow us at least three

12· ·minutes to speak.

13· · · · · · So that's about it that I have to say.

14· ·But thank you for taking that from me.  I

15· ·appreciate it.

16

17· · · · · · · · · · *· · *· · *· · *· · *

18

19· · · · · · MR. MIKE MARTINEZ:· Mike Martinez.· All I

20· ·wanted to mention under the environmental report,

21· ·page 6-18, under the public outreach, it states

22· ·here project awareness banners at highly visible

23· ·locations along the project corridor were supposed

24· ·to be put up.

25· · · · · · We have yet to see any of that, not in
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·1· ·East L.A., not in Montebello, not in Pico Rivera,

·2· ·and not in Whittier.

·3· · · · · · Also, under that same section, public

·4· ·outreach, they were supposed to put up electronic

·5· ·signs to advertise this project.· That has yet to

·6· ·be done, and I have not seen any of that at all.

·7· · · · · · That was it.· Thank you.

·8

·9· · · · · · · · · · *· · *· · *· · *· · *

10

11· · · · · · MS. RUIZ:· My name is Lourdes Ruiz.  I

12· ·belong to Montebello.· My address is 1201 Carol

13· ·Way, Montebello.· And I'm here to support the

14· ·Metro's construction because it seems to me that

15· ·Metro is making progress.· It helps the people, the

16· ·people that don't drive.· That way we can get home.

17· ·It helps us to do our shopping.· That's the reason

18· ·why I'm here.· I'm here to support the

19· ·construction.

20

21· · · · · · · · · · *· · *· · *· · *· · *

22

23· · · · · · MS. TEJADA:· My name is Ava Tejada.· My

24· ·profession is a medical doctor.· I've been living

25· ·here in Montebello, United States for a short time.
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·1· ·I've been here for, like, three-and-a-half years.

·2· ·But where I live at, it's my own home.· I live by

·3· ·Neil Armstrong, right in that area where the mall

·4· ·is, near to the mall.

·5· · · · · · I do not use the Metro.· I do not use the

·6· ·bus.· But that does not mean that I do not support

·7· ·the construction, Metro's construction.

·8· · · · · · But my sister-in-law -- I agree that there

·9· ·is progress.· It's all an issue of getting used to

10· ·it, because people are used to being in their car,

11· ·and that's it.

12· · · · · · We don't walk.· Here in this country, we

13· ·don't walk.· We don't walk, and that's wrong.· Why?

14· ·Because other examples from other countries, like

15· ·Europe, small cities, large cities -- everyone has

16· ·Metro.

17· · · · · · For example, the Asian countries -- for

18· ·example, I've been to Korea.· Everything is with

19· ·Metro, big cities, and it brings progress.· I don't

20· ·know what else to say because I'm not really too

21· ·familiar with the entire project, but I'm happy

22· ·with the Metro, even though I may not use it.

23

24· · · · · · (Meeting ended At 12:06 p.m.)

25
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 1              Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2

 2                       Public Hearing

 3

 4                 Saturday, July 30, 2022

 5                   10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

 6

 7            MS. REYES:  We do not approve of having

 8   the Metro run through Washington Boulevard, even if

 9   it's on top or bottom.  My parents -- they're not

10   here.  They're out of town, but we all disapprove

11   of that.  It will make more traffic.  It's not

12   good.  It's not safe.

13            These trucks -- sometimes, when they move

14   to unload, to off-load, pick up, everything that

15   they have to do, sometimes they go all the way

16   across to the other side of the opposite direction,

17   because they have to, like, you know, fix

18   themselves so they can enter properly.  So it's

19   just going to be more traffic.

20            I mean, yes, it has three lanes running

21   east and west; correct?  But even if you take out

22   one of the spaces and you leave two lanes, you're

23   going to make it more congested because the

24   5 Freeway is nearby, and I work on 30 and Broadway

25   at a school, so I drive all the way down
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 1   Washington.  It's two lanes.  It's traffic.  So

 2   when there's a bad accident on the 5 Freeway,

 3   everybody takes the Washington exit, and then that

 4   makes it even more congested.

 5            One time there was an accident on the 5,

 6   and just to get through Atlantic Boulevard to

 7   Telegraph, it was 20 minutes.

 8            So I could just imagine if that rail is

 9   there and there's an accident nearby the 5 or

10   anywhere in the street, it's not going to be good

11   for us.

12            Plus, let's put it this way.  We're

13   already breathing toxic from the trucks, so why add

14   more?  My name is Eugenia, and I live on the south

15   side, so I live near Washington.

16

17                    *    *    *    *    *

18

19            MR. CORONA:  Let me introduce myself.  My

20   name is Tito Corona, metro community relations

21   manager on the Eastside Phase 2 project.  Thank you

22   all for joining us.

23            Before I move forward, I do want to make

24   one announcement in Spanish for our

25   Spanish-speaking audience.
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 1            (Speaking in Spanish.)

 2            MR. CORONA:  So, again, thank you for

 3   joining us.  This is the draft Environmental Impact

 4   Report hearing where we will be taking official

 5   comments on the draft Environmental Impact Report

 6   for the Eastside Phase 2 Transit Corridor project.

 7            This is a great opportunity for you to

 8   provide comments.  This is not the only way to

 9   provide comments.  If you know some folks that were

10   not able to join us, you can also provide comments

11   online.  You can also provide it by calling our

12   phone line, or you can also provide the comments in

13   writing.

14            We have comment cards to my right and your

15   left as well as another way, if you're not

16   comfortable speaking in public.  Those are the

17   options that you have here.

18            But you can also do that anytime

19   throughout the comment period through August 29th.

20   So you have plenty of time if you have more

21   comments that come to mind after today's meeting.

22            This is the second of three in-person

23   meetings.  We might say four, but this is a -- we

24   had East L.A. last week.  This morning we are here

25   in Montebello.  We will have a virtual meeting
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 1   in -- online, but will also be able to view it at

 2   the Pico Rivera council chambers if you would like

 3   to have in-person viewing.

 4            And then we will have our fourth and final

 5   meeting in the city of Whittier.  So once again,

 6   thank you all for joining us.

 7            And let me go over what we have here with

 8   our agenda, but before we do that, I do want to

 9   acknowledge some folks in the audience, some

10   elected staff that I see.

11            I recognize your eyes, Ben Feldman's eyes

12   from the office of Hilda Solis.  Thank you, Ben,

13   for joining us.

14            And, again, thank you all for being here.

15   If there are any elected staff, please provide your

16   card or information, but, again, I do not recognize

17   additional staff at this moment, but I will come

18   back as well, if needed.

19            So as you noted, at the beginning when you

20   arrived, we were doing the open house.  This was

21   the opportunity to go and speak with staff one on

22   one at any of the stations that we have here about

23   certain aspects of the project, also to get

24   questions answered.  That's the opportunity to get

25   your questions answered if you seek immediate

�

0007

 1   responses.

 2            When we do the hearing and we take your

 3   comments today, we will not be responding in

 4   person, but the responses will be in the following

 5   environmental document.  That's how the process

 6   works under the California Environmental Quality

 7   Act, also known as CEQA, how we do these hearings.

 8            Additionally, we will be taking comments

 9   and recording them with the assistance of the court

10   reporter that we have to my right again, your left.

11   So everything that is being said is being

12   documented as well.

13            You will have a minute and 30 seconds to

14   provide your comments.  If you need additional

15   time, again, we will have comment cards, and we

16   will have additional opportunities after we close

17   the hearing.

18            So once we are -- now that we've finished

19   with the open house, we will have a project

20   overview, and that will be done by our project

21   manager, Jenny Cristales-Cevallos, who will be

22   doing that portion of the presentation.

23            Once Jenny is done, we will have Jaime

24   Guzman, who will be doing the draft environmental

25   highlights, and the technical information will be
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 1   provided there.

 2            Once Jaime is done, we will come back.

 3   I'll provide a brief update on where we are in the

 4   process, and then we will begin the formal hearing,

 5   and the formal hearing will be done and conducted

 6   by our hearing officer, Genoveva Arellano, who is

 7   over here to my right and your left as well.

 8            And then after she has concluded the

 9   hearing, I will come back and close the meeting.

10   And we will commence, again, with the open house to

11   have dialogue one on one with folks.

12            So with that, let me start by introducing

13   the project manager, Jenny Cristales-Cevallos, who

14   will take you through the next steps of the

15   process.

16            MS. CRISTALES-CEVALLOS:  Good morning,

17   everyone.  I want to take the opportunity real

18   quickly to introduce the teams that we have out

19   here so that if we were to move into the open house

20   again, you'll know who to go to if you have any

21   questions specifically about the project.

22            So I want to introduce the Metro team real

23   quick.  You met Tito.

24            But we also have Dolores Roybal-Sotelo in

25   the back.  She is our deputy executive officer.
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 1            And we also have, Eve Moir, who is our

 2   deputy project manager.

 3            And we have our technical teams and Sara

 4   Schurtz, who is also from Metro.

 5            And so we have AECOM, CDM Smith.  They are

 6   here to answer any questions as it relates to the

 7   project or any impacts if you want a quick tutorial

 8   on our environment document.

 9            So you guys can raise your hands, those

10   who are on the environmental team.  Great.

11            And then also we have Cordova at HMTV who

12   worked on the engineering aspects.  So there are

13   specific design elements.  If you'd like to

14   understand or have questions about, we have Melissa

15   Pena from Cordova, and then we have Shereene from

16   HMTV.

17            So once again, if we have an opportunity

18   to go back into the open house and you have those

19   specific questions, feel free.

20            And then also our great outreach team,

21   Arellano Associates, are also very well-versed on

22   the overall project and can help answer any of your

23   questions.

24            So I'm going to hopefully do this in a

25   brief format, but I want to thank everybody for
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 1   coming out.  Definitely, this is a community

 2   process and an involved process, so we look forward

 3   to hearing your comments and questions during the

 4   public hearing.  And once again, those questions

 5   and comments will be answered in the final

 6   environmental document.

 7            So this project is a voter-approved

 8   measure and project, the Eastside Phase 2 and so

 9   per the Measure M ordinance, we are looking to

10   receive funding for this project in 2009 [sic]

11   right where you see construction.

12            Now, there's still a lot of work that

13   still needs to happen prior to getting to that

14   year.  We're right now in the environmental

15   document phase, which is -- we released a draft --

16   environmental document out for public review.

17            Then we'll go to the board for the board

18   to select a locally preferred alternative, and then

19   go into the final environment document, which will

20   anticipate final environmental clearance for this

21   project in 2023.

22            From there, the current design that we

23   have right now that's also included in the

24   environmental document is about 15 percent design.

25   So there's still a lot more design to happen before
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 1   we get to that 2029 date for construction.  But

 2   ultimately, the board needs to approve the project.

 3            This project is a high-priority project

 4   for our board.  Essentially, there's a list of 2028

 5   projects for the Olympics.  In particular, Eastside

 6   Phase 2 is one of the three rail projects that's a

 7   priority.  So the board could advance this project

 8   so that it could be opened by 2028.

 9            So the project alternatives -- these are

10   the project alternatives being studied in the

11   environmental document, including the no project.

12            So the project -- currently, Alternative 1

13   is the Washington full-proposed project, which is

14   approximately 9 miles to the city of Whittier.

15            And so what the project entails is at

16   Atlantic and Pomona, we would relocate that station

17   to be an underground station, and we have design

18   options for that, either covered or open, meaning

19   one that would be fully covered and then there --

20   an example of an open station is Memorial Park in

21   Pasadena.

22            From there, the project travels

23   underground to Atlantic and Whittier, to also the

24   Citadel and Commerce.

25            From there we go into an aerial

�

0012

 1   configuration.  What that means is that essentially

 2   the project would be -- the train would be on a --

 3   up in the air with columns, essentially.  And that

 4   would continue into the city of Montebello in an

 5   aerial configuration along with the Greenwood

 6   station.

 7            From there, it would proceed at grade to

 8   the city of Whittier with three stations, which is

 9   the Rosemead, Norwalk, and Lambert station.

10            There are design options, as mentioned.

11   Atlantic and Pomona, we're looking at a station

12   design option.

13            And then also we're looking at design

14   options in the city of Montebello.  We will still

15   maintain coming out of Commerce into an aerial

16   configuration.  It would go at grade a little

17   sooner, meaning street level, and including

18   Greenwood station would be at street level as well.

19            So that's a design option that's being

20   studied in the environmental document, and as we

21   select the locally preferred alternative, we'll

22   look to see what that determination means and what

23   we hear from the community as well.

24            The other two alternatives is the IOS to

25   Commerce, which is 3.2 miles.  Essentially, it
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 1   follows the same route, but would terminate there

 2   at Commerce and Citadel and also access to the

 3   Maintenance Storage Facility site, which I'll talk

 4   about in the next slide.

 5            Alternative 3 is IOS to Greenwood.  Again,

 6   that's approximately 4.6 miles to -- from the

 7   existing terminus at Atlantic and Pomona to

 8   Greenwood.  And once again, this is still

 9   considering the design options and also Maintenance

10   Storage Facility site.

11            Jaime will talk a little bit more about

12   how the -- what alternatives are being studied as

13   well, so he'll provide a little bit more detail on

14   that.

15            So the Maintenance Storage Facility site

16   options -- these are site options that are being

17   considered in the environmental document as part of

18   a light-rail extension project.  We have to

19   identify Maintenance Storage Facility sites.

20            In this case, what we've identified are

21   sites that are industrial, where the Maintenance

22   Storage Facility site could blend in.

23            The one that's being considered is one in

24   Commerce, which -- this can store up to about

25   100 light-rail vehicles.  Again, that's between a
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 1   DB, saber, fleet, and we would also have lead

 2   tracks, meaning tracks that would guide the train

 3   into the Maintenance Storage Facility site.

 4            The second option that's being considered

 5   is the Montebello Maintenance Storage Facility

 6   site, and that also is within industrial areas, and

 7   that's between Yates and, I believe -- and Vail.

 8            And so this is approximately about

 9   30 acres and would store about 120 light-rail

10   vehicles.

11            So once again, these are options that are

12   being studied.  One or the other would be selected,

13   not both.  So one would move forward into the final

14   environmental document as well.

15            So this -- June 30th, we released the

16   Environmental Impact Report; basically, the draft

17   EIR, and that is in compliance with the California

18   environmentally -- Environmental Quality Act.

19            So as I move forward, this is the state

20   law that we call CEQA, and essentially, the project

21   has been analyzed using CEQA law and the CEQA

22   thresholds.

23            So what it evaluates is long-term and

24   short-term impacts.  So we look at construction

25   impacts, which are temporary impacts.  And then we

�

0015

 1   look at operational impacts, which would be the

 2   long-term.  And then cumulative impacts.  We have

 3   to get an understanding of all the different

 4   projects that are also out there so that we can

 5   evaluate that and look at the nearby project

 6   impacts as well.

 7            So through the document, you'll see that

 8   we have to create what is a baseline to evaluate

 9   and do the analysis, and what we're doing is

10   looking at what exists today.

11            And so we use 2019 to ensure that we have

12   something that is more of a typical day versus what

13   the pandemic brought forward.  So we're using 2019.

14            Another key thing that we reanalyzed in

15   the draft environmental document, once again, is

16   our grade-crossing policy analysis.  And I've been

17   asked many questions in terms of why does a project

18   go either at grade or underground or aerial?

19            So we conduct a grade-crossing policy

20   analysis across all of our projects to apply this

21   equally, and that is for us to get an understanding

22   of whether the project could go at grade or if it

23   needs to be grade separated.

24            So that analysis was redone once again for

25   this draft environmental document.

�

0016

 1            Also, other items considered, which -- I

 2   see a lot of familiar faces here that were also

 3   involved in the scoping.  We did scoping, and we've

 4   held community meetings from here from 2019, when

 5   we reinitiated the environmental document, and

 6   those are also being considered as well.

 7            Key things that we also include are best

 8   management practices.  Metro has been building

 9   projects for quite some time, and we want to ensure

10   that we're taking those lessons learned.  And also

11   feasible mitigation measures.

12            So just to provide a quick overview on the

13   document itself, we know that it's a very dense,

14   very voluminous document, but we want to ensure

15   that through these meetings, these public hearings,

16   you'll know where to go to find some of this

17   information.

18            So our document -- again, it's very

19   lengthy, but it has quite a bit of information

20   where you can go to look for specific items that

21   you're most interested in.  So hopefully this slide

22   helps you with that.

23            So we have an executive summary, which

24   basically summarizes the document itself, project

25   description, which defines all the specific
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 1   elements.

 2            And then the key chapter is Chapter 3, the

 3   Environmental Evaluation.  This is where you'll see

 4   all the topics.  So if you have a specific interest

 5   in transportation, you can go to the Transportation

 6   Section, 3.14, and go through that.

 7            Also, if you have a specific concern about

 8   air quality or noise, in Chapter 3, that's where

 9   you will find the sections where you would want to

10   look for information related to the impacts of the

11   project.

12            We also do other CEQA considerations and a

13   comparison of alternatives for those that have a

14   real interest in understanding the various

15   alternatives, such as the difference between

16   Alternative 1, 2, and 3.

17            Also, the no project and why we did not

18   study the transportation management systems

19   alternative.  That information is covered in

20   Chapter 5.

21            And also the public outreach -- we have an

22   extensive chapter there.

23            One of the other key things that's also

24   attached to this is our advanced conceptual

25   engineering drawings.  That's where you can get to
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 1   know the project a little further in terms of

 2   design.

 3            So we want to break down a little further

 4   the section within Chapter 3, and that's because,

 5   once again, the information is pretty dense, but,

 6   again, we're hoping that these slides will help get

 7   a better understanding.

 8            So this is an example of the

 9   Transportation and Traffic section, and what we

10   include there is a regulatory framework.  We

11   identify specifically either the state laws or

12   local ordinances.  We basically look at every

13   aspect in terms of regulatory framework that we

14   have to comply with.

15            Then we have our Methodology section,

16   which is how we looked at the data, how we analyze

17   it, how we're going to analyze it, and how the

18   impacts are identified.

19            Then the Thresholds of Significance,

20   that's the important piece.  That's where CEQA, the

21   California state law, breaks down exactly each

22   topic and what are -- does this project impact this

23   resource?

24            And so that's where we need to do the

25   analysis and plug that in.  And that information is
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 1   clearly listed in our environmental document.

 2            And then the Existing Setting really

 3   speaks to what the local environment looks like in

 4   2019.  And then, again, if you're highly interested

 5   in the impact evaluation, that's in that section

 6   there where we do the analysis and make the

 7   determination of those impacts.

 8            After we've done the impact evaluation,

 9   then we move on to project measures and mitigation

10   measures.  So these are applicable measures and

11   mitigations needed for the project, should we

12   need -- should we have to mitigate certain impacts.

13            And then significance after mitigation.

14   So, again, those are determinations that are pretty

15   important.

16            Another piece that we added to the

17   environmental document is a quick summary table

18   that lists out the -- on the left columns here on

19   the side, that lists out the CEQA thresholds, those

20   elements that we base our evaluation on.

21            And then we have the rows, which shows all

22   the different alternatives with the different

23   design options.  And that will let you know of

24   whether some of these have impacts or not.

25            So this is a really great resource that's
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 1   included in every section that will give you an

 2   idea of which have impacts, which ones don't, which

 3   ones need mitigation measures, if you want to look

 4   at specific items.

 5            So you've heard me mention project

 6   regulations, project measures, and mitigation

 7   measures, and so as we look at project regulation

 8   standards, this is something that the project must

 9   comply with, which is either our Metro rail design

10   criteria -- we also have the California Public

11   Utilities Commission, who looks at all of our grade

12   crossings to ensure safety.

13            But also, our MRDC also does the same

14   thing.

15            And then Caltrans -- we also coordinate

16   with Caltrans and the Army Corps of Engineers.  So

17   there's a lot of regulation, a lot of design and

18   guidelines that we look at to ensure safety for the

19   project and overall, again, try to minimize the

20   amount of impacts to the communities.

21            And then a mitigation measure, what that

22   means is essentially a measure or something that we

23   can do to prevent, reduce, or, again, try to

24   overall minimize that impact or the environmental

25   effect that the project may have.

�

0021

 1            So some of these, you'll see mitigation

 2   measures, and Jaime will talk a little bit more

 3   about those, because we're going to share some of

 4   those areas where we saw significant unavoidable

 5   impacts.

 6            So going back to the summary table -- and

 7   this is, I think, a good way to understand exactly

 8   where are the significant and unavoidable impacts.

 9   But overall, it lists out all the impacts related

10   to the project.

11            Now, what you see here is very typical of

12   a light-rail project of this size, where we will

13   identify impacts.  But once again, we will have

14   less than significant -- or less than significant

15   with a mitigation measure.

16            But to pay really close attention, where

17   we have significant unavoidable are in the cultural

18   resources.  And Jaime will talk a little bit more

19   about that.

20            But as you can see here, the alternative

21   that is -- alternatives that are affected by the

22   cultural resources with significant unavoidable are

23   those that include the Commerce MSF option, because

24   that's where we've seen some cultural resource

25   impacts.  But Jaime will talk a little bit more in
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 1   detail.

 2            Then also we have significant unavoidable,

 3   and this is typical when we're going to use a

 4   tunnel-boring machine.  Essentially, it's that big

 5   drill that's going to drill our tunnels through the

 6   segment of the three miles where we go from

 7   Atlantic, Pomona, to Citadel.

 8            And essentially, the tunnel-boring

 9   machine, that's exactly what it does, is that it

10   starts to drill through the soil, which makes it a

11   little difficult for us to monitor any resources

12   that are underground and we'd be able to stop the

13   machine and look at that.

14            So that is, essentially, why we have a

15   significant unavoidable impact there.  But for the

16   most part, as you can see, the majority is less

17   than significant at this point.

18            But this is a good table, again, another

19   good resource for you.  This is included in the

20   executive summary to take a look at, so please be

21   sure that you have an opportunity to go through the

22   executive summary.

23            And so with that, I am going to turn it

24   over to Jaime, because Jaime will go over, again,

25   some of these significant unavoidable impacts, but
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 1   then also, he's going to speak to some of the

 2   topics that we heard during the community meetings

 3   that we hope we can address and if not, take a look

 4   at your comments through the final environmental

 5   document.  Thank you.

 6            MR. GUZMAN:  Thank you, Jenny.  I thank

 7   everybody, again, for coming out this morning.

 8            As Jenny mentioned, we have looked at the

 9   various topics that we're required to look at by

10   law under the California Environmental Quality Act.

11   These are the topics that are evaluated here.

12            And what I wanted to talk with you about

13   is some of the impacts that we found to be either

14   significant and unavoidable, even after mitigation

15   has been attempted, or other impacts that, as Jenny

16   mentioned, we have heard the community talk to us

17   about.

18            So the first one that I'm going to talk

19   about a little bit more in detail is the cultural

20   resources.

21            Cultural Resources is located in

22   Section 3.4 of our document, and if you had any

23   interest in understanding how we came about to this

24   conclusion in more detail, that's where you would

25   find this information.

�

0024

 1            Now, what -- the resource that we're

 2   looking at, what is the impact?  Well, there is a

 3   potential historic district that is part of the

 4   City of Commerce.  It's an industrial historic

 5   district, and the -- it is not an existing one, so

 6   meaning that it hasn't been evaluated before, but

 7   construction of the maintenance facility in the

 8   city -- in this area of the City of Commerce, would

 9   require acquisition of various properties that may

10   not necessarily individually be significant, but

11   they contribute to the overall historic aspect of

12   this area.

13            And what we looked at is, well, how --

14   which alternative impacts this, and what kind of

15   mitigation there could be to minimize this, if

16   possible.

17            So in terms of the alternative, all three

18   alternatives would impact this resource if the

19   Commerce yard is selected.  As we mentioned,

20   there's two options for the maintenance facility

21   yard, one in Commerce and one in Montebello, and

22   the one in Montebello, we bypass this area so there

23   would be no impact to cultural resources.

24            What we can do in terms of what's legally

25   required typically of a situation like this is that
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 1   you can document the resource.  You can put signs

 2   or a plaque or some kind of marker that this --

 3   that this district existed, if you do choose to do

 4   this yard.  But because you're still losing the

 5   resource, it's still an impact no matter what.

 6            So that's the conclusion, that it would be

 7   a significant unavoidable impact if the Commerce

 8   yard is selected.

 9            So the way that I've broken this down and

10   presented it to you now is what we do for every

11   single resource, for every single element of the

12   project, and for all the different alternatives.

13            Another topic that we looked at was the

14   impacts to the river crossings.  This would be the

15   river crossing over Rio Hondo and also on the

16   San Gabriel river.

17            The current engineering on this plan is to

18   replace both bridges.  And so the construction of

19   the new bridge and the footings for that have the

20   potential to affect the hydrology of the river, and

21   Hydrology is found in Section 3.9 of the document.

22            What we looked at is what can we do --

23   well, which alternatives would affect it?  And in

24   this particular case, it would be just

25   Alternative 1, since that's the one that crosses
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 1   both rivers.

 2            What can we do to reduce this?  There are

 3   some best practices, management practices that are

 4   available, just as a general construction, but we

 5   do have mitigation here that we looked at.

 6            We have mitigation for hydrology,

 7   basically, to make sure that the flow of the river

 8   is maintained whenever there is water that's

 9   flowing through it and to try to minimize the

10   amount of construction that is done during that

11   time.

12            In addition to that, we have some

13   hazardous materials mitigations because we want to

14   make sure that whatever's being done, in terms of

15   either too much soil being released, which

16   increases the sedimentation or how much dirt there

17   is in the water, doesn't affect the flow.

18            And then also in case of any chemicals

19   that are used for construction, that are typical

20   for construction, that are stored correctly, and

21   also there is ways to minimize how much get into

22   the river.

23            In addition to that, we also looked at --

24   one of the things that people have asked us a lot

25   in meetings is:  How is this going to be built?
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 1   Are you going to be closing down the bridges

 2   completely during construction?  And are you going

 3   to be demolishing both of them at the same time?

 4            The engineering on that is still being

 5   worked on, and obviously there's going to be -- at

 6   the end -- before this ever gets constructed, there

 7   are going to be traffic management plans in place,

 8   and we do have that mitigation in our document.

 9            But essentially the plan is to only close

10   one side of the bridge and build it in sections so

11   that access on Washington is always maintained.

12   That does reduce the amount of lanes on the

13   bridges, but that will still keep the access there,

14   and they will not likely be constructed at the same

15   time.

16            Another big topic that we get a lot of

17   questions about is noise, and in particular, you

18   know, what is the noise going to be mitigated

19   during construction, and also how the noise levels

20   are going to be during operations.

21            We've done the analysis based on the

22   standard noise models and also the noise thresholds

23   for what is considered severe and moderate impacts.

24            According to the data that we used from

25   existing conditions that we compared these
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 1   thresholds to, generally we find that there would

 2   be less than significant impacts.

 3            However, there are some parts of the

 4   alignment where the train will pass in front of

 5   residential uses, and so we looked at those to see

 6   if there could be potential, you know, impacts

 7   there, to those residences, or, you know, other

 8   sensitive areas, as well as schools and other uses

 9   like that.

10            And generally, we found that based on the

11   existing noise level, it would be less than

12   significant.  However, there are portions of a --

13   of the track work, particularly right before and

14   after stations, where what are called crossovers

15   are installed, which is the brakes between tracks

16   to go from the one set of tracks to the other.  And

17   those gaps tend to produce a little bit of noise

18   and vibration that are above some of those

19   thresholds.

20            So what we've done -- and this applies to

21   all alternatives, but in particular, Alternative 1

22   is where it's going to be in front of some of these

23   residences.

24            What we've done as part of our process is

25   to try to locate those as far away from the
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 1   residences as possible.  Where that wasn't possible

 2   due to engineering constraints, there are some

 3   mitigations that we've asked to be part of the

 4   project, and that includes to use some cushioning

 5   underneath those areas so that there's a reduction

 6   in the vibration and the sound that's produced

 7   there, as well as some of the track materials, to

 8   minimize that noise level from those gaps.

 9            Another very frequently asked question

10   about the project is related to traffic and the

11   access for emergency services, in particular, fire,

12   police, especially during the construction, where a

13   lot of streets might be detoured or where they may

14   be down to a couple of lanes.

15            Now, one of the things that -- and this is

16   for all alternatives and really for any

17   construction that happens -- the mitigation

18   measures that we're looking at are similar to the

19   ones proposed for traffic during construction, and

20   that is that we expect that there will be detour

21   routes.

22            We're hoping that there won't be any

23   long-term closures, but before any of that happens,

24   Metro needs to provide a traffic management plan.

25   That traffic management plan is run by the cities,
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 1   the individual jurisdictions.  It's run by the

 2   emergency services, as well as stakeholders, so

 3   people that live in the area.  They have a say into

 4   when things happen, how the detours are done.  And

 5   that is hopefully enough to try to mitigate some of

 6   the impacts that could be affected.

 7            But certainly with emergency response

 8   areas -- and this is a -- this graphic is something

 9   that is a detour route around Crenshaw -- a lot of

10   this information is -- has to be approved by fire

11   and police departments.  So they will do that in

12   order to maintain the level of service and the

13   response times.

14            Obviously a lot of people are concerned

15   about the traffic.  As I mentioned, we evaluated

16   traffic for construction and operations.  Some of

17   the traffic -- most of -- the majority of the

18   traffic impacts would be during construction

19   because of the detour routes.

20            And as I mentioned, we have the traffic

21   management plans that we try to utilize to minimize

22   this that include public input, certainly input

23   from the police and fire and obviously the

24   individual councils and the planning departments

25   that are involved in -- during the construction and
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 1   during operations.

 2            One of the key features of the

 3   Environmental Impact Report that we have is that

 4   the California Environmental Quality Act requires

 5   Metro to select the environmentally superior

 6   alternative that is not the no-project alternative.

 7            As we mentioned before, we are evaluating

 8   the three build alternatives, which are the entire

 9   alignment all the way to Whittier, the shortened

10   one that goes to Commerce, and then the one that

11   goes to Greenwood here in Montebello.

12            As Jenny mentioned, we are not evaluating

13   the TSM alternative.  The reason for that is

14   explained in our Chapter 5, which is the

15   alternatives comparison.  We also have an appendix

16   that talks about the history of the alternatives,

17   and that's explained there as well.

18            But in essence, when the board decided in

19   2020 to move the SR60 and the combined alternatives

20   from further evaluation, they also decided to

21   discontinue the federal process, which is under the

22   National Environmental Policy Act.

23            The TSM alternative that was evaluated in

24   the 2014 document was done so for federal

25   requirement.  It is not a state requirement to be
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 1   considered.  So once the federal NEPA process was

 2   removed from further evaluation, that was no longer

 3   required to be evaluated.

 4            So, again, the environmentally superior

 5   alternative -- it looks at the three build

 6   alternatives that we have in question.

 7            What that is is it looks at all of the

 8   impacts that have -- that occur for each

 9   alternative, all the old mitigation measures, and

10   then weighs them against each other.  It

11   automatically already assumes that all of these

12   alternatives are going to meet the project

13   objectives, and typically they do if they are being

14   evaluated as a complete alternative like we have in

15   this document.

16            However, the environmentally superior

17   alternative that was selected in this document,

18   which is Alternative 3, which is the one that goes

19   to Montebello, the shortened version that stops at

20   Greenwood -- that does not mean that that is what

21   is going to be selected as the locally preferred

22   alternative, meaning that that's not the same term.

23            The locally preferred alternative is

24   something that the Metro board is going to be

25   deciding next based on the evaluation of the

�

0033

 1   document, but they also take into consideration

 2   other aspects, such as all the comments that we

 3   receive on the document and all the public comments

 4   that we receive during this period, as well as any

 5   description of the project benefits and other

 6   aspects that the board is looking for.

 7            And so while it might be the same one, you

 8   know, for those concerned that it may not -- that

 9   it's not the full alignment, that still is up on --

10   that's still on the table for the locally preferred

11   alternative.  This is just a requirement that only

12   looks at relative impacts and mitigation.

13            Before we turn it over to the public

14   hearing, I just wanted to touch base a little bit

15   about what we're hoping to get from you in terms of

16   your comments, and also give you some tips on some

17   of the things that I think are very important to

18   have comments on or provide us input in, whether

19   it's today or further down the line.

20            You know, what we look for, ideally,

21   obviously, and what we're here for is the

22   environmental document, so we would like, if you

23   have any specific comments on the document, to be

24   as specific as possible.

25            If you haven't had a chance to look at it
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 1   yet, once you do, we would love to get additional

 2   comments, and we have here the ways that you can

 3   provide those comments.

 4            Also understand that every aspect of

 5   what's in the document is something you can comment

 6   on, and that includes the mitigation measures that

 7   are being proposed.

 8            A lot of times when we -- we don't get

 9   comments on mitigation measures, and I would say

10   that for a lot of communities, that is the one

11   place where they could actually have a meaningful

12   impact on the document and how the project is

13   constructed.

14            So I would really look -- you know,

15   encourage you to look at the mitigation measures at

16   your leisure.  And once you have some comments on

17   that, please provide that, because I think it's an

18   important aspect of what we're trying to do with

19   your community here.

20            Once you provide the comments, we will be

21   having this -- this period ends on August 29th.

22   You will get the comments.  We will respond to

23   them.  They will be -- each comment will be

24   responded to individually, and the comments -- the

25   responses of that will be placed in the final
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 1   document, which will also be available for review

 2   before the board takes any action on it.

 3            So there's still a lot of opportunities to

 4   make an impact on the project.  I encourage you to

 5   read the document.  I know it's very lengthy.  It

 6   took a while to write it, too.  But we have a lot

 7   of information in there, and we'd love to help you

 8   navigate it, to our staff that's here, after we're

 9   done with the public hearing.  And anytime that you

10   have any comments on it, please let Metro know, and

11   we can hopefully help each other out in trying to

12   navigate the document.

13            With that, I'll turn it over to you.

14   Thank you very much.

15            MR. CORONA:  Thank you, Jaime.

16            So pretty much what's next after the

17   meeting, Jaime gave a little bit of update on

18   what's coming up next.  As he said, we're going to

19   review the submitted comments and incorporate them

20   into the public record, and responses will be in

21   writing on the final Environmental Impact Report

22   that will be produced, and will be also available

23   for review once it is completed.

24            So just like today, we have the draft

25   Environmental Impact Report for review and comment.
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 1   When we come back -- conclude that part, we will

 2   have the final environmental document for you to

 3   review, and then we will take it to the Metro

 4   board, and that will be where it will be heard and

 5   voted on by the Metro board.

 6            But what is next immediately is to take

 7   the locally preferred alternative selection to the

 8   Metro board later this year.  And, again, that is

 9   not going to be the environmental record that we're

10   discussing tonight, but more this is just what is

11   the locally preferred alternative for this project,

12   as how it will be running through the area.

13            And then after that, as I said earlier, we

14   will release the final Environmental Impact Report

15   for review, and then it will go to the Metro board,

16   and that will be where it will be decided upon.  So

17   those are pretty much the next steps.

18            But right now what we're doing is taking

19   comments from you, and we will be taking comments

20   from you both at the hearing here, and we will be

21   having in person.

22            You can also submit your comments in

23   writing.  You can mail it to Jenny

24   Cristales-Cevallos, the project manager, and

25   there's a mailing address right there.  You can
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 1   also go online to our electronic public comment

 2   forum, which is metro.net/Eastside comments.

 3            You can also call the project hotline, and

 4   if you prefer to do that verbally not today, you

 5   can call (213)922-3012.  Bilingual staff will be

 6   receiving those e-mails, so if you prefer to leave

 7   your comments there in English or in Spanish, you

 8   can do it there as well.

 9            And we will be having our public comments

10   today for this presentation.

11            As I stated earlier in the presentation --

12   again, some of you may not have heard that or

13   caught that, this is number two out of four

14   hearings that we are having.  Three of them are in

15   person, this is the second in-person one.

16            Last week we were here in East L.A.  Today

17   we are in Montebello.  And then it will be online

18   for meeting number 3 on August 11th.  And that will

19   also be viewed in person, if you would like to do

20   it in person, just like you're doing so here, at

21   the Pico Rivera council chambers.  So where they

22   are having council meetings in Pico Rivera, you can

23   go there and view it as well, and that will be on

24   Thursday, August 11th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

25            And then the final meeting, which will be
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 1   in person, will be in Whittier on Wednesday,

 2   August 17th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

 3            That will be the last time to do it in a

 4   hearing setting.  That doesn't mean that that's the

 5   last of it.  You have until August 29th to provide

 6   the comments.

 7            Now, I must emphasize that the comments

 8   you've provided either here at the hearing or in

 9   writing, or if you call, they're all going to be

10   weighed the same.  They have the same meaning.  So

11   it's just a matter of how you feel comfortable and

12   how you would like to provide your comments for

13   this project.  So I want to emphasize that part.

14            Again, if you would like to provide

15   comments or speak today, make sure you submitted a

16   speaker card and fill it out and hand it to one of

17   our staff here, or just raise your hand with it,

18   and we will pick it up from you.

19            And as you are writing your comment -- or

20   your name right now, I'm going to go on to the next

21   phase of where we are, and we are going to get

22   close -- we are pretty much going to start the

23   hearing.  It is 11:05 on Saturday, July 30th, and

24   we will begin with the hearing.

25            And I'm going to introduce Genoveva
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 1   Arellano, who will be our hearing officer who will

 2   take you to the next steps.  And as I do that, I

 3   will hand this microphone over to Edna so we can

 4   line up for your comments.

 5            MS. ARELLANO:  Good morning, everyone.

 6   That was a lot of information, very important for

 7   us to all understand the information that is being

 8   provided and where we are in the process.

 9            It's my pleasure today to serve as your

10   public hearing officer on behalf of Metro.  My name

11   is Genoveva Arellano.  I'm a member of the outreach

12   team working with Metro on this very important

13   project.

14            I'd like to welcome all of you here today,

15   and thank you for your participation at today's

16   public hearing.  It's my pleasure to serve as your

17   public hearing officer.  My role is to formally

18   receive your comments and ensure that they are

19   included as part of our record.

20            Before we get started with the public

21   comment period during this hearing, a few

22   additional reminders about this process.  It's very

23   important.

24            First, we are conducting this public

25   hearing to receive your comments specifically on
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 1   the environmental analysis, alternatives, impacts,

 2   and mitigation measures presented in the draft

 3   Environmental Impact Report for this project.  It's

 4   very specifically on that document.

 5            Your input is very important to us and

 6   will help us continue developing the Metro Eastside

 7   Transit Corridor Phase 2 project.  Your comments

 8   will become part of the official record of the

 9   Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 draft

10   Environmental Impact Report.

11            As both Tito, Jenny, and the team have

12   mentioned, your comments may also be submitted by

13   mail, the online comment form, or on the help line,

14   as you see on the screen.

15            I want to emphasize that the team or I --

16   we will not be responding to any comments during

17   this comment period here today as part of the

18   formal record.  It's a formal environmental

19   process, and specifically it's done this way so

20   that the team has an opportunity to read and

21   understand your comment and respond to it

22   thoroughly as part of the final Environmental

23   Impact Report.

24            As we mentioned, this is a draft document.

25   We will get to the final later.  As part of that
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 1   document, that's where your comments will be

 2   responded to thoroughly.

 3            Responses to your comments will be

 4   provided in that final document.  Please visit the

 5   website for more information about the process or

 6   the project, and you see that here.

 7            Now, to get started on the comment period

 8   this morning, a few reminders:  We will continue to

 9   show this slide on the screen as a reminder of how

10   you can provide your comment to us today, or

11   anytime until Monday, August 29th.

12            Please point that out in your calendar.

13   Share that with neighbors and friends.  We welcome

14   your comments anytime in any method until Monday,

15   October -- excuse me -- Monday, August 29th.  That

16   is a final cutoff date for the 60-day comment

17   period.

18            It needs to happen very specifically that

19   way so that the team then can move forward with

20   responding to comments.  So it's important that you

21   do so by then.

22            You can submit your oral comments today by

23   completing the speaker card.  A few of you have

24   already filled out the speaker card.  Please use

25   this so that we can call on you in order, which is
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 1   what I'll be doing in just a moment.

 2            You will have 90 seconds to say -- state

 3   your verbal comment and no longer.  We are here

 4   today until 12:00 noon to provide plenty of

 5   opportunity for anyone else to provide verbal

 6   comment, or you can also do it directly with the

 7   court reporter, who is here today until 12:00 noon.

 8            The remainder of the day we would like to

 9   use -- if we have no further comments from anyone,

10   is to resume the open house where you can actually

11   talk to staff directly, if you have any questions

12   or other concerns.

13            Just as a reminder, your conversations

14   with staff are not part of the formal record.  If

15   you would like to submit a formal comment, you need

16   to do so today verbally or through our court

17   reporter or in a comment form.

18            This is the comment form in writing

19   (indicating).  Each of you received one when you

20   came in.  So this is the alternative way if you are

21   not interested in speaking verbally for you to

22   provide your comment to us today.

23            You may also provide oral comments

24   directly to the court reporter, as I mentioned,

25   again, until 12:00 noon.
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 1            We also have a Spanish interpreter who

 2   will provide translation of the comments during

 3   this hearing and provide any personal assistance in

 4   submitting an oral comment.

 5            Again, we are here to listen to your

 6   comments, but we will not be responding to them

 7   directly.  Again, oral comments will be limited to

 8   90 seconds, and we will have a timer on the screen

 9   and a little alarm that will go off to make sure

10   that we all can know that the time has expired.

11            We request that you please be respectful

12   to us and to each other during this hearing and

13   especially during your verbal comment.

14            I will call on the first three speakers to

15   give you some time to gather your thoughts.  And

16   after every speaker, I will call on the next one to

17   make sure that you're ready.  This will ensure that

18   we go through the speakers in order and to give you

19   enough time to go forward.

20            I will be announcing -- actually, when you

21   come forward, please state yourself, your first

22   name and your last name and your zip code so we can

23   identify you, and also share with us if you

24   represent any organization.  That would be helpful.

25            With that, I think we're ready to begin
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 1   receiving formal comments.  For your information, I

 2   have received three comments so far.  Again, if

 3   anyone has not submitted a speaker card, please do

 4   so.  Our staff will come around to pick those up.

 5            Great.  We have a few more.

 6            The first three speakers, in this order,

 7   are Jesse Garcia, Edmond Veloz, and Esther Selis.

 8            So if I can ask Jesse Garcia to be the

 9   first one up.  Edna will be handing you the

10   microphone.  And if you can, again, state your name

11   and your organization, if you have one, and we

12   welcome you to give us your public comment.

13            Thank you, Jesse.

14            MR. GARCIA:  Thank you.  My name's Jesse

15   Garcia.  I live at 90640 zip code.

16            So presently you have a $3 billion

17   project.  It is 9.4 miles, more or less, so I run

18   to the office of 10 miles.  That's about

19   $300 million per mile that will be spent.

20            Now, the cost of ridership is $1.75.  Max

21   occupancy is at 405 passengers, which will never

22   happen.  So I rounded this to 250.  That's 125

23   passengers per train.  That's roughly about

24   $1,304.50 every hour.

25            It says it's going to run for 24/7.  It's
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 1   not going to happen, so I rounded that to ten

 2   hours.  That's roughly $13,125 per day.  In a

 3   30-day time frame, that's $393,750.  In one year,

 4   that's 4,000,750.

 5            In order to pay back the principal of

 6   $3 billion, that's 52 years; okay?

 7            And, again, this is at the 10,000-foot

 8   level.  I didn't put in any other variables.  With

 9   something of the scope of this size, the nature and

10   scope, it's a lot.

11            So basically, if I were to present this to

12   my manager, he would throw me out of his office.

13   And I am a product manager, a program manager in my

14   past life.

15            So in order for this to be paid off in

16   five years -- every company wants their principal

17   to be paid back in five years, ridership would have

18   to increase to $14 per head.

19            Now, the reason we can do this, it's

20   public money.  It is all public money.

21            MS. ARELLANO:  Jesse, thank you for your

22   comment.

23            Next, we have Edmond Veloz.  Following

24   Edmond, Esther Selis.  Following Esther, Sandra,

25   who is a resident.  So hopefully, Sandra, you can
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 1   tell us when you come on up.

 2            Edmond, go right ahead.

 3            MR. VELOZ:  Okay.  I'm going to read

 4   something to you.

 5            My name is Edmond Veloz.  I live in 90640,

 6   Montebello.  I'm going to read something to you

 7   directly.  These are Jenny Cristales-Cevallos's own

 8   words from the Whittier meeting last -- in 2019.

 9   It says here:

10                 "So all these elements need to go

11            through the public review process and

12            the elemental process down to when we

13            identify the locally preferred

14            alternative.  So this is currently the

15            purpose and need of the project.

16                 "Again, we are soliciting input

17            to ensure this purpose meets the --

18            meets the community's needs and

19            concerns."

20            We are local here.  These are the locally

21   preferred alternatives.  TSM, electric buses.

22   That's what we want.  There's 1,235 -- 1,250 names

23   here, and we have over 1,600 now.

24            This is the locally preferred alternative.

25   This is what we want, not what they want.  This is
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 1   all they want.  We've never been involved in the

 2   project, whether you know it or not.

 3            The Montebello city council has this, and

 4   so does the Metro have this, yet they don't want to

 5   acknowledge any of this.

 6            Folks, you're being -- you're being --

 7   you're being robbed today, and they're filling you

 8   with 20 years full of cow manure today to tell you,

 9   oh, you matter.

10            You don't matter.  Not one bit.  Thank

11   you.

12            MS. ARELLANO:  Edmond, thank you for your

13   comments.  And if there's anything in writing that

14   you would like to leave with us for additional

15   comments, you are all welcome to do so with your

16   comments.

17            Next, we have Esther Selis.  Following

18   Esther, Sandra.  And following Sandra, Jorge

19   Martinez.

20            MS. SOLIS:  Hello.  My name is Esther

21   Solis.  I live in Pico Rivera.  I am very glad to

22   be here for this presentation.  But they haven't

23   even mentioned Pico Rivera.

24            We are over 65,000 residents.  On the map

25   top side, you see the stations.  You see all the
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 1   way coming down from East L.A. and Commerce.  They

 2   go all the way over to Washington and Whittier by

 3   the PIH hospital.  They don't show you the part of

 4   Pico Rivera.

 5            Pico Rivera starts on Rosemead, which is

 6   very important with all our commercial industries

 7   there.  We have all our shopping centers.  They

 8   would be affected.  They were affected all through

 9   COVID and lost so much money.  Now they're going to

10   be affected by having all the construction on that

11   street.  They're not going to allow the trucks to

12   come through.

13            We have many trucks, Commerce, going

14   through.  Where are those trucks going to go?

15   They're going to go on Slauson, which is going to

16   impact Slauson.  We have Passons and Washington

17   over there by Rancho High School and Rivera Middle

18   School that has over 45,000 children crossing both

19   ways.

20            The safety of our children is in jeopardy.

21   They're telling me they:  Oh, they can stop

22   quickly.

23            They cannot stop quickly.  When you stand

24   there and look at them, you've got 100 to 200 kids

25   crossing both ways.  It's a safety issue.
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 1            And we have homes, homes from Rosemead all

 2   the way down to the 65 Freeway.  The homes are

 3   there.  How are you going to affect them with the

 4   staging sections?  Where are they going to be?  How

 5   is our community going to be taken care of?  It's

 6   65,000 residents and we had to fight for the

 7   in-house meeting in the city council.

 8            MS. ARELLANO:  Esther, thank you very much

 9   for your comment.

10            Next, we have Sandra.  Following Sandra,

11   we have Jorge Martinez.  After Jorge will be Marina

12   Martinez.

13            Sandra, please go ahead.

14            MS. SANDOVAL:  Hi.  My name is Sandra.  My

15   zip code is 90022.  I'm from --

16            MS. ARELLANO:  Excuse me.  Can you repeat

17   your last name?

18            MS. SANDOVAL:  Sandra Sandoval.  East L.A.

19            My comment is that -- well, I have a

20   question.  You mentioned the rail yard.  Could you

21   please tell me where that rail yard is?  Is it the

22   old train station?

23            You probably can't answer my question, but

24   I would hate to have those old historic trains torn

25   down.  So if you're going to build a yard at the
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 1   old train station, I'd like to know where it's at.

 2   Is it in the City of Commerce, and which rail

 3   station is it?  Because I don't think you need to

 4   be tearing down our old historic buildings.

 5            And my only comment is you need to build

 6   subways.  I'm just against light rail.  The red

 7   cars, yellow cars, they've been gone for more than

 8   50 years.  You know, we've adjusted to cars.

 9   They've built freeways, so everybody's used to the

10   cars.  People are not going to stop buying cars.

11            So you if you want to build rail, you need

12   to be underground.  So I am for subway.  If we need

13   to wait 50 years -- because we already did -- wait

14   another 100 years, then go ahead.  We may never see

15   another subway all the way to Orange County, but we

16   need subways.

17            So I am all for the subways.  Please do

18   not be creating more traffic, because I rode the

19   Eastside Gold Line every day for work and it was

20   empty.  I was the only person -- maybe two people

21   on the entire train going to Pasadena alone at

22   6:00 o'clock in the morning.  No one else was on

23   the train other than me and one other person on the

24   Pasadena Gold Line.  Thank you.

25            MS. ARELLANO:  Thank you, Sandra.
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 1            Next, we have Jorge Martinez.  Following

 2   Jorge, Maria Martinez.  And then Mike Martinez.

 3            Jorge?

 4            MR. JORGE MARTINEZ:  Hello.  My name is

 5   Jorge Martinez, 90640 Montebello.

 6            I have a for-instance.  Say I live in

 7   Montebello south of the -- Washington Boulevard,

 8   and it's already constructed.  I'm diabetic.  I'm a

 9   cardiac patient.  And I know for a fact that

10   there's going to be hampered emergency vehicle

11   response times.

12            So if I die on the way to the hospital or

13   the ambulance or the paramedics don't reach me in

14   time because the only north-and-south route is

15   going to be Greenwood, I'm dead.  My family is

16   going to sue the Metro.

17            And you multiply this by thousands or

18   hundreds of people that are diabetic and cardiac

19   people.  Well, you've got your answer there.

20   Mitigate that.  Thank you.

21            And say no to the -- say no to the Gold

22   Line.

23            MS. ARELLANO:  Thank you, Jorge.

24            Next, we have Marina Martinez, followed by

25   Mike Martinez, and that will be the last speaker
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 1   card that I have here.

 2            So if anyone else is interested in

 3   speaking, please fill out your card now and raise

 4   it up and make sure we collect it so we can

 5   continue.

 6            Marina?

 7            MS. MARINA MARTINEZ:  Hi.  My name is

 8   Marina Martinez, and I live in Pico Rivera.  The

 9   zip code is 90660.

10            And let me just point out that at the Zoom

11   meeting on June 27th, I had to bring up the fact

12   that Pico Rivera was not receiving a copy of the

13   Environmental Impact Report, which -- thanks --

14   afterwards, they did have it available, and also to

15   the City of Commerce.

16            And as far as the public meetings,

17   originally scheduled, it was only three, and now

18   they included Pico Rivera as well, and I think

19   that's a good thing, but we shouldn't have to

20   have -- we shouldn't have been an afterthought.

21            But besides that point, if you looked at

22   the data analysis for the ridership of the Gold

23   Line back in 2019, it was very low.  It was the

24   lowest of all the light-rail systems.

25            It is not making money for Metro.  It is
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 1   considered -- many people cite safety reasons, and

 2   the fact that it is not -- takes them to where they

 3   want to go.

 4            So as far as the Washington Boulevard

 5   alternative, it's going to Washington and Lambert,

 6   but where will people get off if they want to go to

 7   work?

 8            I mean, I don't work at the hospital.  I

 9   don't work there at -- why would I take the Gold

10   Line?  So, to me, it's a train that goes nowhere.

11   For $3 billion, it goes nowhere.

12            MS. ARELLANO:  Thank you very much,

13   Marina.

14            Next we have Mike Martinez.

15            MR. MIKE MARTINEZ:  Hi.  Good morning,

16   everybody.  My name is Mike Martinez, East L.A.

17   resident.  I live literally in front of the Gold

18   Line on Third Street.  I see the impact it has for

19   our community, and we hate it.  It was -- nobody

20   liked it, even after the fact.  It was just a bad

21   idea overall for above-ground train.

22            One thing I'd like to mention, the report,

23   page 3.4-34, over on Washington Boulevard over

24   Rio Hondo, they're going to change your -- three

25   lanes on each side to two lanes, and that's going
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 1   to be across the board.  It's going to create

 2   congestion.  I've seen it in front of my house.

 3            They're going to work during the nighttime

 4   hours, so just imagine all the loud noise.

 5            And that's Section 3.8-60 of the

 6   Environmental Report.

 7            They're also saying in Section 3.4-14 that

 8   all the congestion from the trucks on Washington --

 9   that they're going to be going on Telegraph Road,

10   Olympic Boulevard, and Whittier Boulevard.

11            Section 3.4-29 of the report, they're

12   thinking -- there's approximately -- they need to

13   take off 10,000 cars off the street because of

14   this.

15            And let me tell you this much.  I live in

16   front of the rail.  I count how many passengers

17   ride that Gold Line.  Per cabin, a maximum

18   occupancy of 75 people.  There's only six people

19   riding it on average, and that's very generous.

20   That's only 3.5 percent of occupancy.  That's

21   $4 billion for 3.5 percent.  Think about that.

22            MS. ARELLANO:  Mike, thank you very much.

23            We do have an additional speaker, Eugenia.

24            If I can ask you to please come up and

25   speak your first and last name.
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 1            MS. REYES:  My name is Eugenia Reyes.  I

 2   do live on the south side of Maple.

 3            I do agree with everybody here.  I'm happy

 4   that somebody from East L.A. that was in Metro, in

 5   front of the Metro, you're here, because, to be

 6   honest, I used to go to the Santuario de Guadalupe,

 7   the church right there.  And you know what?  After

 8   that, you don't see no more cars.  Nobody wants to

 9   be nearby, barely, Third Street, et cetera.

10            It's going to impact all those

11   semi-trucks.  And they have to back up, unload.  I

12   don't want it.  I already had enough, and I have to

13   deal with this since I was born, because my parents

14   have lived in that house since 1977.

15            So I am already used to the noise of the

16   trucks.  I don't want no more.  I don't want it to

17   go under.  I don't want it to go on top.  We've

18   already had enough with so much stuff going on,

19   destroying our mother nature.

20            And to top it off, when is it going to get

21   fixed?  You already saw what happened to the bridge

22   on Sixth Street.  People are going to be on the

23   Metro and start destroying it (speaking in

24   Spanish.)

25            It's all trash.  People are going to,
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 1   little by little, start graffiti.  No, thank you.

 2   I don't want people from outside coming over here,

 3   and I don't want any people from here -- because

 4   I'm not saying that all the angels are here in

 5   Montebello.  There are some bad ones, too.  I don't

 6   want them to cause problems in other sides of the

 7   city.

 8            If you guys want a Metro, do it downtown.

 9   If you want that to look like New York, go for it.

10   But not Commerce, not Montebello, not anything in

11   this area.  I'm sorry.

12            MS. ARELLANO:  Thank you for your

13   comments.  That is our last speaker officially that

14   we've received a request-to-speak card.  The public

15   hearing is still open until 12:00 noon today.

16            So as you continue to talk to our staff,

17   view the information, have an interest in speaking

18   verbally in front of the audience, please still

19   fill out the speaker card.  Public hearing is still

20   open, and we will be here until noon to receive

21   your verbal comment.

22            Of course, as we've already stated, if you

23   prefer, you can speak directly to the court

24   reporter and provide your verbal comment that way

25   of any length, as well as the written public
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 1   comment card.

 2            Let me reemphasize that a public comment

 3   period is intended for anyone from the public to

 4   comment on this project until Monday, August 29th.

 5   That is a very specific public comment period where

 6   we are encouraging folks to come forward with your

 7   thoughts and opinions specific to this

 8   environmental document.  It's a very important part

 9   of the process.

10            The speakers who have already spoken so

11   far, we thank you for your comments.  We would like

12   more of them in any way from anyone else as well

13   today.

14            12:00 noon is our cutoff time, so please

15   feel free to roam around the room, talk to our

16   staff.

17            A couple of people had questions in your

18   comment.  I would encourage you to go to the staff

19   and ask questions.  It is not part of the formal

20   record, but it would help your education of the

21   project.

22            Again, please fill out a speaker form if

23   you are interested in still speaking until

24   12:00 noon today.  Thank you very much.

25            MR. CORONA:  Thank you, Genoveva.
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 1            So there is one other slide that I want to

 2   go over before we move on, but we do encourage you

 3   to please provide your comments here.  And, again,

 4   we want to ensure that you do have the ability to

 5   speak to folks.

 6            So, again, you can provide comments.  The

 7   way you can is listed up here, as we've been

 8   stating through the meeting.  You can do it in

 9   writing.  You can provide it to us.  You can go

10   online to metro.net/eastsidecomments, and you can

11   do it online and it will take you to an electronic

12   comment form.

13            You can call our phone number,

14   (213)922-3012, or you can do so here in the public

15   hearing.  Again, we're going to close this part.

16   Again, you can go up to our court reporter.  Please

17   speak loudly and clearly so she can take your

18   comments down.  And you can do that until noon

19   today.

20            I do want to emphasize a couple of things.

21   We do have stations back here for somebody who has

22   specific questions you need answers to.  Station 2

23   is an overview.

24            Station 3, which is outside, is the

25   environmental process with Station 2.
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 1            And Station 4 outside is a draft

 2   Environmental Impact Report information.

 3            And when you come back in here, Station 5

 4   has maps, and it provides that information

 5   available for you.

 6            And then Station 6 is an opportunity to

 7   provide comments.

 8            I believe if you have questions, you want

 9   to see -- zoom in on the maps, see where certain

10   things are, like the maintenance and storage

11   facility, we will have staff that can show you

12   specifically where certain parts of the alignment

13   are.  We want to make sure that you understand

14   where each station is so that you can go get your

15   questions answered.

16            So with that, I'm going to close this part

17   of the presentation, and I now invite you to go and

18   speak to staff and we will be at each station.

19            I also want to acknowledge and thank you

20   again you for being here.  Mark Reyes is here, and

21   Mr. Feldman.  So again, thank you both for being

22   here and I thank you all for joining us this

23   morning, and I hope you have a great rest of your

24   morning.  Thanks again.

25                    *    *    *    *    *
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 1            MS. CLIFT:  My name is Enerina,

 2   E-N-E-R-I-N-A Clift, C-L-I F-T.

 3            My question is:  Why don't let the

 4   residents of Pico Rivera knowing about this prior?

 5   It's only the people that live by Washington

 6   Boulevard and Pico Rivera.  Nobody else in the

 7   north of the city knows about this project.  That

 8   is my question.  Thank you for taking the time.

 9

10                    *    *    *    *    *

11

12            ANONYMOUS SPEAKER:  I want to make a few

13   comments about this.  As a resident of Montebello,

14   I completely disagree with this project in every

15   aspect of it.  Not because of the environmental

16   impact it's going to have on our community, but the

17   idea as -- they just selected Washington Boulevard

18   instead of looking at alternatives off of the

19   60 Freeway.

20            That was already in place at one point in

21   time.  There was a lot of protest that was done,

22   and then that project stopped on that side.

23            And this area -- the city council did not

24   really take into consideration any of the

25   residents' needs.  And to put this project on
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 1   Washington Boulevard, that's something that should

 2   have been done, and the city completely just

 3   disregarded the part of the city on the south side

 4   of Montebello.

 5            I haven't reviewed all the information,

 6   but I will review it and make additional comments

 7   as I review it.  That's very important.  I do not

 8   want to share my name at this point in time.

 9            Another thing that I just want to make, I

10   notice that the gentleman, Mr. Avilos, he has a

11   sheet that a lot of people have signed against this

12   project.  Is that being considered as part of the

13   no-project part of Metro?

14            That's what I also kind of -- I also am

15   not sure that -- he made a comment that the city

16   knows about it.  Metro knows about it, and nobody

17   really pays attention.

18            Those are my concerns.  I've been

19   listening to what's going on in the city.  Thank

20   you.

21

22                    *    *    *    *    *

23

24            MR. VELOZ:  My name is Edmond Veloz.  I

25   want to add that now -- we used to get three
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 1   minutes to speak.  Now it's down to a minute and a

 2   half, and that's corruption, just corruption, that

 3   they're causing that.  They're trying to close off

 4   people's ability to speak.  That's flat-out

 5   corruption, and it shouldn't be.

 6            They have plenty of time.  The speakers

 7   here have all the time in the world for them to

 8   talk, but they don't want the public to talk.

 9   They're saying that they're here for the public.

10   They're not here for the public at all.  So, I

11   mean, if they were, they'd allow us at least three

12   minutes to speak.

13            So that's about it that I have to say.

14   But thank you for taking that from me.  I

15   appreciate it.

16

17                    *    *    *    *    *

18

19            MR. MIKE MARTINEZ:  Mike Martinez.  All I

20   wanted to mention under the environmental report,

21   page 6-18, under the public outreach, it states

22   here project awareness banners at highly visible

23   locations along the project corridor were supposed

24   to be put up.

25            We have yet to see any of that, not in
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 1   East L.A., not in Montebello, not in Pico Rivera,

 2   and not in Whittier.

 3            Also, under that same section, public

 4   outreach, they were supposed to put up electronic

 5   signs to advertise this project.  That has yet to

 6   be done, and I have not seen any of that at all.

 7            That was it.  Thank you.

 8

 9                    *    *    *    *    *

10

11            MS. RUIZ:  My name is Lourdes Ruiz.  I

12   belong to Montebello.  My address is 1201 Carol

13   Way, Montebello.  And I'm here to support the

14   Metro's construction because it seems to me that

15   Metro is making progress.  It helps the people, the

16   people that don't drive.  That way we can get home.

17   It helps us to do our shopping.  That's the reason

18   why I'm here.  I'm here to support the

19   construction.

20

21                    *    *    *    *    *

22

23            MS. TEJADA:  My name is Ava Tejada.  My

24   profession is a medical doctor.  I've been living

25   here in Montebello, United States for a short time.
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 1   I've been here for, like, three-and-a-half years.

 2   But where I live at, it's my own home.  I live by

 3   Neil Armstrong, right in that area where the mall

 4   is, near to the mall.

 5            I do not use the Metro.  I do not use the

 6   bus.  But that does not mean that I do not support

 7   the construction, Metro's construction.

 8            But my sister-in-law -- I agree that there

 9   is progress.  It's all an issue of getting used to

10   it, because people are used to being in their car,

11   and that's it.

12            We don't walk.  Here in this country, we

13   don't walk.  We don't walk, and that's wrong.  Why?

14   Because other examples from other countries, like

15   Europe, small cities, large cities -- everyone has

16   Metro.

17            For example, the Asian countries -- for

18   example, I've been to Korea.  Everything is with

19   Metro, big cities, and it brings progress.  I don't

20   know what else to say because I'm not really too

21   familiar with the entire project, but I'm happy

22   with the Metro, even though I may not use it.

23

24            (Meeting ended At 12:06 p.m.)

25
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		62						LN		3		8		false		         8      the Metro run through Washington Boulevard, even if				false

		63						LN		3		9		false		         9      it's on top or bottom.  My parents -- they're not				false

		64						LN		3		10		false		        10      here.  They're out of town, but we all disapprove				false

		65						LN		3		11		false		        11      of that.  It will make more traffic.  It's not				false
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		67						LN		3		13		false		        13               These trucks -- sometimes, when they move				false
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		71						LN		3		17		false		        17      because they have to, like, you know, fix				false

		72						LN		3		18		false		        18      themselves so they can enter properly.  So it's				false

		73						LN		3		19		false		        19      just going to be more traffic.				false

		74						LN		3		20		false		        20               I mean, yes, it has three lanes running				false

		75						LN		3		21		false		        21      east and west; correct?  But even if you take out				false

		76						LN		3		22		false		        22      one of the spaces and you leave two lanes, you're				false

		77						LN		3		23		false		        23      going to make it more congested because the				false

		78						LN		3		24		false		        24      5 Freeway is nearby, and I work on 30 and Broadway				false
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		80						PG		4		0		false		page 4				false

		81						LN		4		1		false		         1      Washington.  It's two lanes.  It's traffic.  So				false

		82						LN		4		2		false		         2      when there's a bad accident on the 5 Freeway,				false

		83						LN		4		3		false		         3      everybody takes the Washington exit, and then that				false

		84						LN		4		4		false		         4      makes it even more congested.				false

		85						LN		4		5		false		         5               One time there was an accident on the 5,				false

		86						LN		4		6		false		         6      and just to get through Atlantic Boulevard to				false

		87						LN		4		7		false		         7      Telegraph, it was 20 minutes.				false

		88						LN		4		8		false		         8               So I could just imagine if that rail is				false

		89						LN		4		9		false		         9      there and there's an accident nearby the 5 or				false

		90						LN		4		10		false		        10      anywhere in the street, it's not going to be good				false

		91						LN		4		11		false		        11      for us.				false

		92						LN		4		12		false		        12               Plus, let's put it this way.  We're				false

		93						LN		4		13		false		        13      already breathing toxic from the trucks, so why add				false

		94						LN		4		14		false		        14      more?  My name is Eugenia, and I live on the south				false

		95						LN		4		15		false		        15      side, so I live near Washington.				false
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		100						LN		4		20		false		        20      name is Tito Corona, metro community relations				false

		101						LN		4		21		false		        21      manager on the Eastside Phase 2 project.  Thank you				false

		102						LN		4		22		false		        22      all for joining us.				false

		103						LN		4		23		false		        23               Before I move forward, I do want to make				false

		104						LN		4		24		false		        24      one announcement in Spanish for our				false

		105						LN		4		25		false		        25      Spanish-speaking audience.				false
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		107						LN		5		1		false		         1               (Speaking in Spanish.)				false

		108						LN		5		2		false		         2               MR. CORONA:  So, again, thank you for				false

		109						LN		5		3		false		         3      joining us.  This is the draft Environmental Impact				false

		110						LN		5		4		false		         4      Report hearing where we will be taking official				false

		111						LN		5		5		false		         5      comments on the draft Environmental Impact Report				false

		112						LN		5		6		false		         6      for the Eastside Phase 2 Transit Corridor project.				false

		113						LN		5		7		false		         7               This is a great opportunity for you to				false

		114						LN		5		8		false		         8      provide comments.  This is not the only way to				false

		115						LN		5		9		false		         9      provide comments.  If you know some folks that were				false

		116						LN		5		10		false		        10      not able to join us, you can also provide comments				false

		117						LN		5		11		false		        11      online.  You can also provide it by calling our				false

		118						LN		5		12		false		        12      phone line, or you can also provide the comments in				false
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		139						LN		6		7		false		         7               And let me go over what we have here with				false

		140						LN		6		8		false		         8      our agenda, but before we do that, I do want to				false

		141						LN		6		9		false		         9      acknowledge some folks in the audience, some				false

		142						LN		6		10		false		        10      elected staff that I see.				false

		143						LN		6		11		false		        11               I recognize your eyes, Ben Feldman's eyes				false

		144						LN		6		12		false		        12      from the office of Hilda Solis.  Thank you, Ben,				false

		145						LN		6		13		false		        13      for joining us.				false

		146						LN		6		14		false		        14               And, again, thank you all for being here.				false

		147						LN		6		15		false		        15      If there are any elected staff, please provide your				false

		148						LN		6		16		false		        16      card or information, but, again, I do not recognize				false

		149						LN		6		17		false		        17      additional staff at this moment, but I will come				false

		150						LN		6		18		false		        18      back as well, if needed.				false

		151						LN		6		19		false		        19               So as you noted, at the beginning when you				false

		152						LN		6		20		false		        20      arrived, we were doing the open house.  This was				false

		153						LN		6		21		false		        21      the opportunity to go and speak with staff one on				false

		154						LN		6		22		false		        22      one at any of the stations that we have here about				false

		155						LN		6		23		false		        23      certain aspects of the project, also to get				false

		156						LN		6		24		false		        24      questions answered.  That's the opportunity to get				false
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		158						PG		7		0		false		page 7				false

		159						LN		7		1		false		         1      responses.				false
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		162						LN		7		4		false		         4      person, but the responses will be in the following				false

		163						LN		7		5		false		         5      environmental document.  That's how the process				false
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		172						LN		7		14		false		        14      provide your comments.  If you need additional				false
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		174						LN		7		16		false		        16      will have additional opportunities after we close				false
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		176						LN		7		18		false		        18               So once we are -- now that we've finished				false

		177						LN		7		19		false		        19      with the open house, we will have a project				false

		178						LN		7		20		false		        20      overview, and that will be done by our project				false

		179						LN		7		21		false		        21      manager, Jenny Cristales-Cevallos, who will be				false
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		188						LN		8		4		false		         4      process, and then we will begin the formal hearing,				false

		189						LN		8		5		false		         5      and the formal hearing will be done and conducted				false

		190						LN		8		6		false		         6      by our hearing officer, Genoveva Arellano, who is				false

		191						LN		8		7		false		         7      over here to my right and your left as well.				false

		192						LN		8		8		false		         8               And then after she has concluded the				false

		193						LN		8		9		false		         9      hearing, I will come back and close the meeting.				false

		194						LN		8		10		false		        10      And we will commence, again, with the open house to				false

		195						LN		8		11		false		        11      have dialogue one on one with folks.				false

		196						LN		8		12		false		        12               So with that, let me start by introducing				false

		197						LN		8		13		false		        13      the project manager, Jenny Cristales-Cevallos, who				false

		198						LN		8		14		false		        14      will take you through the next steps of the				false
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		200						LN		8		16		false		        16               MS. CRISTALES-CEVALLOS:  Good morning,				false

		201						LN		8		17		false		        17      everyone.  I want to take the opportunity real				false

		202						LN		8		18		false		        18      quickly to introduce the teams that we have out				false

		203						LN		8		19		false		        19      here so that if we were to move into the open house				false

		204						LN		8		20		false		        20      again, you'll know who to go to if you have any				false

		205						LN		8		21		false		        21      questions specifically about the project.				false

		206						LN		8		22		false		        22               So I want to introduce the Metro team real				false

		207						LN		8		23		false		        23      quick.  You met Tito.				false

		208						LN		8		24		false		        24               But we also have Dolores Roybal-Sotelo in				false

		209						LN		8		25		false		        25      the back.  She is our deputy executive officer.				false
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		211						LN		9		1		false		         1               And we also have, Eve Moir, who is our				false

		212						LN		9		2		false		         2      deputy project manager.				false

		213						LN		9		3		false		         3               And we have our technical teams and Sara				false

		214						LN		9		4		false		         4      Schurtz, who is also from Metro.				false

		215						LN		9		5		false		         5               And so we have AECOM, CDM Smith.  They are				false

		216						LN		9		6		false		         6      here to answer any questions as it relates to the				false

		217						LN		9		7		false		         7      project or any impacts if you want a quick tutorial				false

		218						LN		9		8		false		         8      on our environment document.				false

		219						LN		9		9		false		         9               So you guys can raise your hands, those				false

		220						LN		9		10		false		        10      who are on the environmental team.  Great.				false

		221						LN		9		11		false		        11               And then also we have Cordova at HMTV who				false

		222						LN		9		12		false		        12      worked on the engineering aspects.  So there are				false

		223						LN		9		13		false		        13      specific design elements.  If you'd like to				false

		224						LN		9		14		false		        14      understand or have questions about, we have Melissa				false

		225						LN		9		15		false		        15      Pena from Cordova, and then we have Shereene from				false

		226						LN		9		16		false		        16      HMTV.				false

		227						LN		9		17		false		        17               So once again, if we have an opportunity				false

		228						LN		9		18		false		        18      to go back into the open house and you have those				false

		229						LN		9		19		false		        19      specific questions, feel free.				false

		230						LN		9		20		false		        20               And then also our great outreach team,				false

		231						LN		9		21		false		        21      Arellano Associates, are also very well-versed on				false

		232						LN		9		22		false		        22      the overall project and can help answer any of your				false

		233						LN		9		23		false		        23      questions.				false

		234						LN		9		24		false		        24               So I'm going to hopefully do this in a				false

		235						LN		9		25		false		        25      brief format, but I want to thank everybody for				false
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		237						LN		10		1		false		         1      coming out.  Definitely, this is a community				false

		238						LN		10		2		false		         2      process and an involved process, so we look forward				false

		239						LN		10		3		false		         3      to hearing your comments and questions during the				false

		240						LN		10		4		false		         4      public hearing.  And once again, those questions				false

		241						LN		10		5		false		         5      and comments will be answered in the final				false

		242						LN		10		6		false		         6      environmental document.				false

		243						LN		10		7		false		         7               So this project is a voter-approved				false

		244						LN		10		8		false		         8      measure and project, the Eastside Phase 2 and so				false

		245						LN		10		9		false		         9      per the Measure M ordinance, we are looking to				false

		246						LN		10		10		false		        10      receive funding for this project in 2009 [sic]				false

		247						LN		10		11		false		        11      right where you see construction.				false

		248						LN		10		12		false		        12               Now, there's still a lot of work that				false

		249						LN		10		13		false		        13      still needs to happen prior to getting to that				false

		250						LN		10		14		false		        14      year.  We're right now in the environmental				false

		251						LN		10		15		false		        15      document phase, which is -- we released a draft --				false

		252						LN		10		16		false		        16      environmental document out for public review.				false

		253						LN		10		17		false		        17               Then we'll go to the board for the board				false

		254						LN		10		18		false		        18      to select a locally preferred alternative, and then				false

		255						LN		10		19		false		        19      go into the final environment document, which will				false

		256						LN		10		20		false		        20      anticipate final environmental clearance for this				false

		257						LN		10		21		false		        21      project in 2023.				false

		258						LN		10		22		false		        22               From there, the current design that we				false

		259						LN		10		23		false		        23      have right now that's also included in the				false

		260						LN		10		24		false		        24      environmental document is about 15 percent design.				false

		261						LN		10		25		false		        25      So there's still a lot more design to happen before				false

		262						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		263						LN		11		1		false		         1      we get to that 2029 date for construction.  But				false

		264						LN		11		2		false		         2      ultimately, the board needs to approve the project.				false

		265						LN		11		3		false		         3               This project is a high-priority project				false

		266						LN		11		4		false		         4      for our board.  Essentially, there's a list of 2028				false

		267						LN		11		5		false		         5      projects for the Olympics.  In particular, Eastside				false

		268						LN		11		6		false		         6      Phase 2 is one of the three rail projects that's a				false

		269						LN		11		7		false		         7      priority.  So the board could advance this project				false

		270						LN		11		8		false		         8      so that it could be opened by 2028.				false

		271						LN		11		9		false		         9               So the project alternatives -- these are				false

		272						LN		11		10		false		        10      the project alternatives being studied in the				false

		273						LN		11		11		false		        11      environmental document, including the no project.				false

		274						LN		11		12		false		        12               So the project -- currently, Alternative 1				false

		275						LN		11		13		false		        13      is the Washington full-proposed project, which is				false

		276						LN		11		14		false		        14      approximately 9 miles to the city of Whittier.				false

		277						LN		11		15		false		        15               And so what the project entails is at				false

		278						LN		11		16		false		        16      Atlantic and Pomona, we would relocate that station				false

		279						LN		11		17		false		        17      to be an underground station, and we have design				false

		280						LN		11		18		false		        18      options for that, either covered or open, meaning				false

		281						LN		11		19		false		        19      one that would be fully covered and then there --				false

		282						LN		11		20		false		        20      an example of an open station is Memorial Park in				false

		283						LN		11		21		false		        21      Pasadena.				false

		284						LN		11		22		false		        22               From there, the project travels				false

		285						LN		11		23		false		        23      underground to Atlantic and Whittier, to also the				false

		286						LN		11		24		false		        24      Citadel and Commerce.				false

		287						LN		11		25		false		        25               From there we go into an aerial				false

		288						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		289						LN		12		1		false		         1      configuration.  What that means is that essentially				false

		290						LN		12		2		false		         2      the project would be -- the train would be on a --				false

		291						LN		12		3		false		         3      up in the air with columns, essentially.  And that				false

		292						LN		12		4		false		         4      would continue into the city of Montebello in an				false

		293						LN		12		5		false		         5      aerial configuration along with the Greenwood				false

		294						LN		12		6		false		         6      station.				false

		295						LN		12		7		false		         7               From there, it would proceed at grade to				false

		296						LN		12		8		false		         8      the city of Whittier with three stations, which is				false

		297						LN		12		9		false		         9      the Rosemead, Norwalk, and Lambert station.				false

		298						LN		12		10		false		        10               There are design options, as mentioned.				false

		299						LN		12		11		false		        11      Atlantic and Pomona, we're looking at a station				false

		300						LN		12		12		false		        12      design option.				false

		301						LN		12		13		false		        13               And then also we're looking at design				false

		302						LN		12		14		false		        14      options in the city of Montebello.  We will still				false

		303						LN		12		15		false		        15      maintain coming out of Commerce into an aerial				false

		304						LN		12		16		false		        16      configuration.  It would go at grade a little				false

		305						LN		12		17		false		        17      sooner, meaning street level, and including				false

		306						LN		12		18		false		        18      Greenwood station would be at street level as well.				false

		307						LN		12		19		false		        19               So that's a design option that's being				false

		308						LN		12		20		false		        20      studied in the environmental document, and as we				false

		309						LN		12		21		false		        21      select the locally preferred alternative, we'll				false

		310						LN		12		22		false		        22      look to see what that determination means and what				false

		311						LN		12		23		false		        23      we hear from the community as well.				false

		312						LN		12		24		false		        24               The other two alternatives is the IOS to				false

		313						LN		12		25		false		        25      Commerce, which is 3.2 miles.  Essentially, it				false
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		315						LN		13		1		false		         1      follows the same route, but would terminate there				false

		316						LN		13		2		false		         2      at Commerce and Citadel and also access to the				false

		317						LN		13		3		false		         3      Maintenance Storage Facility site, which I'll talk				false

		318						LN		13		4		false		         4      about in the next slide.				false

		319						LN		13		5		false		         5               Alternative 3 is IOS to Greenwood.  Again,				false

		320						LN		13		6		false		         6      that's approximately 4.6 miles to -- from the				false

		321						LN		13		7		false		         7      existing terminus at Atlantic and Pomona to				false

		322						LN		13		8		false		         8      Greenwood.  And once again, this is still				false

		323						LN		13		9		false		         9      considering the design options and also Maintenance				false

		324						LN		13		10		false		        10      Storage Facility site.				false

		325						LN		13		11		false		        11               Jaime will talk a little bit more about				false

		326						LN		13		12		false		        12      how the -- what alternatives are being studied as				false

		327						LN		13		13		false		        13      well, so he'll provide a little bit more detail on				false

		328						LN		13		14		false		        14      that.				false

		329						LN		13		15		false		        15               So the Maintenance Storage Facility site				false

		330						LN		13		16		false		        16      options -- these are site options that are being				false

		331						LN		13		17		false		        17      considered in the environmental document as part of				false

		332						LN		13		18		false		        18      a light-rail extension project.  We have to				false

		333						LN		13		19		false		        19      identify Maintenance Storage Facility sites.				false

		334						LN		13		20		false		        20               In this case, what we've identified are				false

		335						LN		13		21		false		        21      sites that are industrial, where the Maintenance				false

		336						LN		13		22		false		        22      Storage Facility site could blend in.				false

		337						LN		13		23		false		        23               The one that's being considered is one in				false

		338						LN		13		24		false		        24      Commerce, which -- this can store up to about				false

		339						LN		13		25		false		        25      100 light-rail vehicles.  Again, that's between a				false
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		341						LN		14		1		false		         1      DB, saber, fleet, and we would also have lead				false

		342						LN		14		2		false		         2      tracks, meaning tracks that would guide the train				false

		343						LN		14		3		false		         3      into the Maintenance Storage Facility site.				false

		344						LN		14		4		false		         4               The second option that's being considered				false

		345						LN		14		5		false		         5      is the Montebello Maintenance Storage Facility				false

		346						LN		14		6		false		         6      site, and that also is within industrial areas, and				false

		347						LN		14		7		false		         7      that's between Yates and, I believe -- and Vail.				false

		348						LN		14		8		false		         8               And so this is approximately about				false

		349						LN		14		9		false		         9      30 acres and would store about 120 light-rail				false

		350						LN		14		10		false		        10      vehicles.				false

		351						LN		14		11		false		        11               So once again, these are options that are				false

		352						LN		14		12		false		        12      being studied.  One or the other would be selected,				false

		353						LN		14		13		false		        13      not both.  So one would move forward into the final				false

		354						LN		14		14		false		        14      environmental document as well.				false

		355						LN		14		15		false		        15               So this -- June 30th, we released the				false

		356						LN		14		16		false		        16      Environmental Impact Report; basically, the draft				false

		357						LN		14		17		false		        17      EIR, and that is in compliance with the California				false

		358						LN		14		18		false		        18      environmentally -- Environmental Quality Act.				false

		359						LN		14		19		false		        19               So as I move forward, this is the state				false

		360						LN		14		20		false		        20      law that we call CEQA, and essentially, the project				false

		361						LN		14		21		false		        21      has been analyzed using CEQA law and the CEQA				false

		362						LN		14		22		false		        22      thresholds.				false

		363						LN		14		23		false		        23               So what it evaluates is long-term and				false

		364						LN		14		24		false		        24      short-term impacts.  So we look at construction				false

		365						LN		14		25		false		        25      impacts, which are temporary impacts.  And then we				false
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		367						LN		15		1		false		         1      look at operational impacts, which would be the				false

		368						LN		15		2		false		         2      long-term.  And then cumulative impacts.  We have				false

		369						LN		15		3		false		         3      to get an understanding of all the different				false

		370						LN		15		4		false		         4      projects that are also out there so that we can				false

		371						LN		15		5		false		         5      evaluate that and look at the nearby project				false

		372						LN		15		6		false		         6      impacts as well.				false

		373						LN		15		7		false		         7               So through the document, you'll see that				false

		374						LN		15		8		false		         8      we have to create what is a baseline to evaluate				false

		375						LN		15		9		false		         9      and do the analysis, and what we're doing is				false

		376						LN		15		10		false		        10      looking at what exists today.				false

		377						LN		15		11		false		        11               And so we use 2019 to ensure that we have				false

		378						LN		15		12		false		        12      something that is more of a typical day versus what				false

		379						LN		15		13		false		        13      the pandemic brought forward.  So we're using 2019.				false

		380						LN		15		14		false		        14               Another key thing that we reanalyzed in				false

		381						LN		15		15		false		        15      the draft environmental document, once again, is				false

		382						LN		15		16		false		        16      our grade-crossing policy analysis.  And I've been				false

		383						LN		15		17		false		        17      asked many questions in terms of why does a project				false

		384						LN		15		18		false		        18      go either at grade or underground or aerial?				false

		385						LN		15		19		false		        19               So we conduct a grade-crossing policy				false

		386						LN		15		20		false		        20      analysis across all of our projects to apply this				false

		387						LN		15		21		false		        21      equally, and that is for us to get an understanding				false

		388						LN		15		22		false		        22      of whether the project could go at grade or if it				false

		389						LN		15		23		false		        23      needs to be grade separated.				false

		390						LN		15		24		false		        24               So that analysis was redone once again for				false

		391						LN		15		25		false		        25      this draft environmental document.				false
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		393						LN		16		1		false		         1               Also, other items considered, which -- I				false

		394						LN		16		2		false		         2      see a lot of familiar faces here that were also				false

		395						LN		16		3		false		         3      involved in the scoping.  We did scoping, and we've				false

		396						LN		16		4		false		         4      held community meetings from here from 2019, when				false

		397						LN		16		5		false		         5      we reinitiated the environmental document, and				false

		398						LN		16		6		false		         6      those are also being considered as well.				false

		399						LN		16		7		false		         7               Key things that we also include are best				false

		400						LN		16		8		false		         8      management practices.  Metro has been building				false

		401						LN		16		9		false		         9      projects for quite some time, and we want to ensure				false

		402						LN		16		10		false		        10      that we're taking those lessons learned.  And also				false

		403						LN		16		11		false		        11      feasible mitigation measures.				false

		404						LN		16		12		false		        12               So just to provide a quick overview on the				false

		405						LN		16		13		false		        13      document itself, we know that it's a very dense,				false

		406						LN		16		14		false		        14      very voluminous document, but we want to ensure				false

		407						LN		16		15		false		        15      that through these meetings, these public hearings,				false

		408						LN		16		16		false		        16      you'll know where to go to find some of this				false

		409						LN		16		17		false		        17      information.				false

		410						LN		16		18		false		        18               So our document -- again, it's very				false

		411						LN		16		19		false		        19      lengthy, but it has quite a bit of information				false

		412						LN		16		20		false		        20      where you can go to look for specific items that				false

		413						LN		16		21		false		        21      you're most interested in.  So hopefully this slide				false

		414						LN		16		22		false		        22      helps you with that.				false

		415						LN		16		23		false		        23               So we have an executive summary, which				false

		416						LN		16		24		false		        24      basically summarizes the document itself, project				false

		417						LN		16		25		false		        25      description, which defines all the specific				false
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		420						LN		17		2		false		         2               And then the key chapter is Chapter 3, the				false

		421						LN		17		3		false		         3      Environmental Evaluation.  This is where you'll see				false

		422						LN		17		4		false		         4      all the topics.  So if you have a specific interest				false

		423						LN		17		5		false		         5      in transportation, you can go to the Transportation				false

		424						LN		17		6		false		         6      Section, 3.14, and go through that.				false

		425						LN		17		7		false		         7               Also, if you have a specific concern about				false

		426						LN		17		8		false		         8      air quality or noise, in Chapter 3, that's where				false

		427						LN		17		9		false		         9      you will find the sections where you would want to				false

		428						LN		17		10		false		        10      look for information related to the impacts of the				false

		429						LN		17		11		false		        11      project.				false

		430						LN		17		12		false		        12               We also do other CEQA considerations and a				false

		431						LN		17		13		false		        13      comparison of alternatives for those that have a				false

		432						LN		17		14		false		        14      real interest in understanding the various				false

		433						LN		17		15		false		        15      alternatives, such as the difference between				false

		434						LN		17		16		false		        16      Alternative 1, 2, and 3.				false

		435						LN		17		17		false		        17               Also, the no project and why we did not				false

		436						LN		17		18		false		        18      study the transportation management systems				false

		437						LN		17		19		false		        19      alternative.  That information is covered in				false

		438						LN		17		20		false		        20      Chapter 5.				false

		439						LN		17		21		false		        21               And also the public outreach -- we have an				false

		440						LN		17		22		false		        22      extensive chapter there.				false

		441						LN		17		23		false		        23               One of the other key things that's also				false

		442						LN		17		24		false		        24      attached to this is our advanced conceptual				false

		443						LN		17		25		false		        25      engineering drawings.  That's where you can get to				false
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		445						LN		18		1		false		         1      know the project a little further in terms of				false

		446						LN		18		2		false		         2      design.				false

		447						LN		18		3		false		         3               So we want to break down a little further				false

		448						LN		18		4		false		         4      the section within Chapter 3, and that's because,				false

		449						LN		18		5		false		         5      once again, the information is pretty dense, but,				false

		450						LN		18		6		false		         6      again, we're hoping that these slides will help get				false

		451						LN		18		7		false		         7      a better understanding.				false

		452						LN		18		8		false		         8               So this is an example of the				false

		453						LN		18		9		false		         9      Transportation and Traffic section, and what we				false

		454						LN		18		10		false		        10      include there is a regulatory framework.  We				false

		455						LN		18		11		false		        11      identify specifically either the state laws or				false

		456						LN		18		12		false		        12      local ordinances.  We basically look at every				false

		457						LN		18		13		false		        13      aspect in terms of regulatory framework that we				false

		458						LN		18		14		false		        14      have to comply with.				false

		459						LN		18		15		false		        15               Then we have our Methodology section,				false

		460						LN		18		16		false		        16      which is how we looked at the data, how we analyze				false

		461						LN		18		17		false		        17      it, how we're going to analyze it, and how the				false

		462						LN		18		18		false		        18      impacts are identified.				false

		463						LN		18		19		false		        19               Then the Thresholds of Significance,				false

		464						LN		18		20		false		        20      that's the important piece.  That's where CEQA, the				false

		465						LN		18		21		false		        21      California state law, breaks down exactly each				false

		466						LN		18		22		false		        22      topic and what are -- does this project impact this				false

		467						LN		18		23		false		        23      resource?				false

		468						LN		18		24		false		        24               And so that's where we need to do the				false

		469						LN		18		25		false		        25      analysis and plug that in.  And that information is				false
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		471						LN		19		1		false		         1      clearly listed in our environmental document.				false

		472						LN		19		2		false		         2               And then the Existing Setting really				false

		473						LN		19		3		false		         3      speaks to what the local environment looks like in				false

		474						LN		19		4		false		         4      2019.  And then, again, if you're highly interested				false

		475						LN		19		5		false		         5      in the impact evaluation, that's in that section				false

		476						LN		19		6		false		         6      there where we do the analysis and make the				false

		477						LN		19		7		false		         7      determination of those impacts.				false

		478						LN		19		8		false		         8               After we've done the impact evaluation,				false

		479						LN		19		9		false		         9      then we move on to project measures and mitigation				false

		480						LN		19		10		false		        10      measures.  So these are applicable measures and				false

		481						LN		19		11		false		        11      mitigations needed for the project, should we				false

		482						LN		19		12		false		        12      need -- should we have to mitigate certain impacts.				false

		483						LN		19		13		false		        13               And then significance after mitigation.				false

		484						LN		19		14		false		        14      So, again, those are determinations that are pretty				false

		485						LN		19		15		false		        15      important.				false

		486						LN		19		16		false		        16               Another piece that we added to the				false

		487						LN		19		17		false		        17      environmental document is a quick summary table				false

		488						LN		19		18		false		        18      that lists out the -- on the left columns here on				false

		489						LN		19		19		false		        19      the side, that lists out the CEQA thresholds, those				false

		490						LN		19		20		false		        20      elements that we base our evaluation on.				false

		491						LN		19		21		false		        21               And then we have the rows, which shows all				false

		492						LN		19		22		false		        22      the different alternatives with the different				false

		493						LN		19		23		false		        23      design options.  And that will let you know of				false

		494						LN		19		24		false		        24      whether some of these have impacts or not.				false

		495						LN		19		25		false		        25               So this is a really great resource that's				false
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		497						LN		20		1		false		         1      included in every section that will give you an				false

		498						LN		20		2		false		         2      idea of which have impacts, which ones don't, which				false

		499						LN		20		3		false		         3      ones need mitigation measures, if you want to look				false

		500						LN		20		4		false		         4      at specific items.				false

		501						LN		20		5		false		         5               So you've heard me mention project				false

		502						LN		20		6		false		         6      regulations, project measures, and mitigation				false

		503						LN		20		7		false		         7      measures, and so as we look at project regulation				false

		504						LN		20		8		false		         8      standards, this is something that the project must				false

		505						LN		20		9		false		         9      comply with, which is either our Metro rail design				false

		506						LN		20		10		false		        10      criteria -- we also have the California Public				false

		507						LN		20		11		false		        11      Utilities Commission, who looks at all of our grade				false

		508						LN		20		12		false		        12      crossings to ensure safety.				false

		509						LN		20		13		false		        13               But also, our MRDC also does the same				false

		510						LN		20		14		false		        14      thing.				false

		511						LN		20		15		false		        15               And then Caltrans -- we also coordinate				false

		512						LN		20		16		false		        16      with Caltrans and the Army Corps of Engineers.  So				false

		513						LN		20		17		false		        17      there's a lot of regulation, a lot of design and				false

		514						LN		20		18		false		        18      guidelines that we look at to ensure safety for the				false

		515						LN		20		19		false		        19      project and overall, again, try to minimize the				false

		516						LN		20		20		false		        20      amount of impacts to the communities.				false

		517						LN		20		21		false		        21               And then a mitigation measure, what that				false

		518						LN		20		22		false		        22      means is essentially a measure or something that we				false

		519						LN		20		23		false		        23      can do to prevent, reduce, or, again, try to				false

		520						LN		20		24		false		        24      overall minimize that impact or the environmental				false

		521						LN		20		25		false		        25      effect that the project may have.				false
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		523						LN		21		1		false		         1               So some of these, you'll see mitigation				false

		524						LN		21		2		false		         2      measures, and Jaime will talk a little bit more				false

		525						LN		21		3		false		         3      about those, because we're going to share some of				false

		526						LN		21		4		false		         4      those areas where we saw significant unavoidable				false

		527						LN		21		5		false		         5      impacts.				false

		528						LN		21		6		false		         6               So going back to the summary table -- and				false

		529						LN		21		7		false		         7      this is, I think, a good way to understand exactly				false

		530						LN		21		8		false		         8      where are the significant and unavoidable impacts.				false

		531						LN		21		9		false		         9      But overall, it lists out all the impacts related				false
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		533						LN		21		11		false		        11               Now, what you see here is very typical of				false

		534						LN		21		12		false		        12      a light-rail project of this size, where we will				false

		535						LN		21		13		false		        13      identify impacts.  But once again, we will have				false

		536						LN		21		14		false		        14      less than significant -- or less than significant				false

		537						LN		21		15		false		        15      with a mitigation measure.				false

		538						LN		21		16		false		        16               But to pay really close attention, where				false

		539						LN		21		17		false		        17      we have significant unavoidable are in the cultural				false

		540						LN		21		18		false		        18      resources.  And Jaime will talk a little bit more				false

		541						LN		21		19		false		        19      about that.				false

		542						LN		21		20		false		        20               But as you can see here, the alternative				false

		543						LN		21		21		false		        21      that is -- alternatives that are affected by the				false

		544						LN		21		22		false		        22      cultural resources with significant unavoidable are				false

		545						LN		21		23		false		        23      those that include the Commerce MSF option, because				false

		546						LN		21		24		false		        24      that's where we've seen some cultural resource				false

		547						LN		21		25		false		        25      impacts.  But Jaime will talk a little bit more in				false
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		550						LN		22		2		false		         2               Then also we have significant unavoidable,				false

		551						LN		22		3		false		         3      and this is typical when we're going to use a				false

		552						LN		22		4		false		         4      tunnel-boring machine.  Essentially, it's that big				false

		553						LN		22		5		false		         5      drill that's going to drill our tunnels through the				false

		554						LN		22		6		false		         6      segment of the three miles where we go from				false

		555						LN		22		7		false		         7      Atlantic, Pomona, to Citadel.				false

		556						LN		22		8		false		         8               And essentially, the tunnel-boring				false

		557						LN		22		9		false		         9      machine, that's exactly what it does, is that it				false

		558						LN		22		10		false		        10      starts to drill through the soil, which makes it a				false

		559						LN		22		11		false		        11      little difficult for us to monitor any resources				false

		560						LN		22		12		false		        12      that are underground and we'd be able to stop the				false

		561						LN		22		13		false		        13      machine and look at that.				false

		562						LN		22		14		false		        14               So that is, essentially, why we have a				false

		563						LN		22		15		false		        15      significant unavoidable impact there.  But for the				false

		564						LN		22		16		false		        16      most part, as you can see, the majority is less				false

		565						LN		22		17		false		        17      than significant at this point.				false

		566						LN		22		18		false		        18               But this is a good table, again, another				false

		567						LN		22		19		false		        19      good resource for you.  This is included in the				false

		568						LN		22		20		false		        20      executive summary to take a look at, so please be				false

		569						LN		22		21		false		        21      sure that you have an opportunity to go through the				false

		570						LN		22		22		false		        22      executive summary.				false

		571						LN		22		23		false		        23               And so with that, I am going to turn it				false

		572						LN		22		24		false		        24      over to Jaime, because Jaime will go over, again,				false

		573						LN		22		25		false		        25      some of these significant unavoidable impacts, but				false
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		575						LN		23		1		false		         1      then also, he's going to speak to some of the				false

		576						LN		23		2		false		         2      topics that we heard during the community meetings				false

		577						LN		23		3		false		         3      that we hope we can address and if not, take a look				false

		578						LN		23		4		false		         4      at your comments through the final environmental				false

		579						LN		23		5		false		         5      document.  Thank you.				false

		580						LN		23		6		false		         6               MR. GUZMAN:  Thank you, Jenny.  I thank				false

		581						LN		23		7		false		         7      everybody, again, for coming out this morning.				false

		582						LN		23		8		false		         8               As Jenny mentioned, we have looked at the				false

		583						LN		23		9		false		         9      various topics that we're required to look at by				false

		584						LN		23		10		false		        10      law under the California Environmental Quality Act.				false

		585						LN		23		11		false		        11      These are the topics that are evaluated here.				false

		586						LN		23		12		false		        12               And what I wanted to talk with you about				false

		587						LN		23		13		false		        13      is some of the impacts that we found to be either				false

		588						LN		23		14		false		        14      significant and unavoidable, even after mitigation				false

		589						LN		23		15		false		        15      has been attempted, or other impacts that, as Jenny				false

		590						LN		23		16		false		        16      mentioned, we have heard the community talk to us				false

		591						LN		23		17		false		        17      about.				false

		592						LN		23		18		false		        18               So the first one that I'm going to talk				false

		593						LN		23		19		false		        19      about a little bit more in detail is the cultural				false

		594						LN		23		20		false		        20      resources.				false

		595						LN		23		21		false		        21               Cultural Resources is located in				false

		596						LN		23		22		false		        22      Section 3.4 of our document, and if you had any				false

		597						LN		23		23		false		        23      interest in understanding how we came about to this				false

		598						LN		23		24		false		        24      conclusion in more detail, that's where you would				false

		599						LN		23		25		false		        25      find this information.				false
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		601						LN		24		1		false		         1               Now, what -- the resource that we're				false

		602						LN		24		2		false		         2      looking at, what is the impact?  Well, there is a				false

		603						LN		24		3		false		         3      potential historic district that is part of the				false

		604						LN		24		4		false		         4      City of Commerce.  It's an industrial historic				false

		605						LN		24		5		false		         5      district, and the -- it is not an existing one, so				false

		606						LN		24		6		false		         6      meaning that it hasn't been evaluated before, but				false

		607						LN		24		7		false		         7      construction of the maintenance facility in the				false

		608						LN		24		8		false		         8      city -- in this area of the City of Commerce, would				false

		609						LN		24		9		false		         9      require acquisition of various properties that may				false

		610						LN		24		10		false		        10      not necessarily individually be significant, but				false

		611						LN		24		11		false		        11      they contribute to the overall historic aspect of				false

		612						LN		24		12		false		        12      this area.				false

		613						LN		24		13		false		        13               And what we looked at is, well, how --				false

		614						LN		24		14		false		        14      which alternative impacts this, and what kind of				false

		615						LN		24		15		false		        15      mitigation there could be to minimize this, if				false

		616						LN		24		16		false		        16      possible.				false

		617						LN		24		17		false		        17               So in terms of the alternative, all three				false

		618						LN		24		18		false		        18      alternatives would impact this resource if the				false

		619						LN		24		19		false		        19      Commerce yard is selected.  As we mentioned,				false

		620						LN		24		20		false		        20      there's two options for the maintenance facility				false

		621						LN		24		21		false		        21      yard, one in Commerce and one in Montebello, and				false

		622						LN		24		22		false		        22      the one in Montebello, we bypass this area so there				false

		623						LN		24		23		false		        23      would be no impact to cultural resources.				false

		624						LN		24		24		false		        24               What we can do in terms of what's legally				false

		625						LN		24		25		false		        25      required typically of a situation like this is that				false
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		627						LN		25		1		false		         1      you can document the resource.  You can put signs				false

		628						LN		25		2		false		         2      or a plaque or some kind of marker that this --				false

		629						LN		25		3		false		         3      that this district existed, if you do choose to do				false

		630						LN		25		4		false		         4      this yard.  But because you're still losing the				false

		631						LN		25		5		false		         5      resource, it's still an impact no matter what.				false

		632						LN		25		6		false		         6               So that's the conclusion, that it would be				false

		633						LN		25		7		false		         7      a significant unavoidable impact if the Commerce				false

		634						LN		25		8		false		         8      yard is selected.				false

		635						LN		25		9		false		         9               So the way that I've broken this down and				false

		636						LN		25		10		false		        10      presented it to you now is what we do for every				false

		637						LN		25		11		false		        11      single resource, for every single element of the				false

		638						LN		25		12		false		        12      project, and for all the different alternatives.				false

		639						LN		25		13		false		        13               Another topic that we looked at was the				false

		640						LN		25		14		false		        14      impacts to the river crossings.  This would be the				false

		641						LN		25		15		false		        15      river crossing over Rio Hondo and also on the				false

		642						LN		25		16		false		        16      San Gabriel river.				false

		643						LN		25		17		false		        17               The current engineering on this plan is to				false

		644						LN		25		18		false		        18      replace both bridges.  And so the construction of				false

		645						LN		25		19		false		        19      the new bridge and the footings for that have the				false

		646						LN		25		20		false		        20      potential to affect the hydrology of the river, and				false

		647						LN		25		21		false		        21      Hydrology is found in Section 3.9 of the document.				false

		648						LN		25		22		false		        22               What we looked at is what can we do --				false

		649						LN		25		23		false		        23      well, which alternatives would affect it?  And in				false

		650						LN		25		24		false		        24      this particular case, it would be just				false

		651						LN		25		25		false		        25      Alternative 1, since that's the one that crosses				false
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		653						LN		26		1		false		         1      both rivers.				false

		654						LN		26		2		false		         2               What can we do to reduce this?  There are				false

		655						LN		26		3		false		         3      some best practices, management practices that are				false

		656						LN		26		4		false		         4      available, just as a general construction, but we				false

		657						LN		26		5		false		         5      do have mitigation here that we looked at.				false

		658						LN		26		6		false		         6               We have mitigation for hydrology,				false

		659						LN		26		7		false		         7      basically, to make sure that the flow of the river				false

		660						LN		26		8		false		         8      is maintained whenever there is water that's				false

		661						LN		26		9		false		         9      flowing through it and to try to minimize the				false

		662						LN		26		10		false		        10      amount of construction that is done during that				false

		663						LN		26		11		false		        11      time.				false

		664						LN		26		12		false		        12               In addition to that, we have some				false

		665						LN		26		13		false		        13      hazardous materials mitigations because we want to				false

		666						LN		26		14		false		        14      make sure that whatever's being done, in terms of				false

		667						LN		26		15		false		        15      either too much soil being released, which				false

		668						LN		26		16		false		        16      increases the sedimentation or how much dirt there				false

		669						LN		26		17		false		        17      is in the water, doesn't affect the flow.				false

		670						LN		26		18		false		        18               And then also in case of any chemicals				false

		671						LN		26		19		false		        19      that are used for construction, that are typical				false

		672						LN		26		20		false		        20      for construction, that are stored correctly, and				false

		673						LN		26		21		false		        21      also there is ways to minimize how much get into				false

		674						LN		26		22		false		        22      the river.				false

		675						LN		26		23		false		        23               In addition to that, we also looked at --				false

		676						LN		26		24		false		        24      one of the things that people have asked us a lot				false

		677						LN		26		25		false		        25      in meetings is:  How is this going to be built?				false
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		679						LN		27		1		false		         1      Are you going to be closing down the bridges				false

		680						LN		27		2		false		         2      completely during construction?  And are you going				false

		681						LN		27		3		false		         3      to be demolishing both of them at the same time?				false

		682						LN		27		4		false		         4               The engineering on that is still being				false

		683						LN		27		5		false		         5      worked on, and obviously there's going to be -- at				false

		684						LN		27		6		false		         6      the end -- before this ever gets constructed, there				false

		685						LN		27		7		false		         7      are going to be traffic management plans in place,				false

		686						LN		27		8		false		         8      and we do have that mitigation in our document.				false

		687						LN		27		9		false		         9               But essentially the plan is to only close				false

		688						LN		27		10		false		        10      one side of the bridge and build it in sections so				false

		689						LN		27		11		false		        11      that access on Washington is always maintained.				false

		690						LN		27		12		false		        12      That does reduce the amount of lanes on the				false

		691						LN		27		13		false		        13      bridges, but that will still keep the access there,				false

		692						LN		27		14		false		        14      and they will not likely be constructed at the same				false

		693						LN		27		15		false		        15      time.				false

		694						LN		27		16		false		        16               Another big topic that we get a lot of				false

		695						LN		27		17		false		        17      questions about is noise, and in particular, you				false

		696						LN		27		18		false		        18      know, what is the noise going to be mitigated				false

		697						LN		27		19		false		        19      during construction, and also how the noise levels				false

		698						LN		27		20		false		        20      are going to be during operations.				false

		699						LN		27		21		false		        21               We've done the analysis based on the				false

		700						LN		27		22		false		        22      standard noise models and also the noise thresholds				false

		701						LN		27		23		false		        23      for what is considered severe and moderate impacts.				false

		702						LN		27		24		false		        24               According to the data that we used from				false

		703						LN		27		25		false		        25      existing conditions that we compared these				false
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		705						LN		28		1		false		         1      thresholds to, generally we find that there would				false

		706						LN		28		2		false		         2      be less than significant impacts.				false

		707						LN		28		3		false		         3               However, there are some parts of the				false

		708						LN		28		4		false		         4      alignment where the train will pass in front of				false

		709						LN		28		5		false		         5      residential uses, and so we looked at those to see				false

		710						LN		28		6		false		         6      if there could be potential, you know, impacts				false

		711						LN		28		7		false		         7      there, to those residences, or, you know, other				false

		712						LN		28		8		false		         8      sensitive areas, as well as schools and other uses				false

		713						LN		28		9		false		         9      like that.				false

		714						LN		28		10		false		        10               And generally, we found that based on the				false

		715						LN		28		11		false		        11      existing noise level, it would be less than				false

		716						LN		28		12		false		        12      significant.  However, there are portions of a --				false

		717						LN		28		13		false		        13      of the track work, particularly right before and				false

		718						LN		28		14		false		        14      after stations, where what are called crossovers				false

		719						LN		28		15		false		        15      are installed, which is the brakes between tracks				false

		720						LN		28		16		false		        16      to go from the one set of tracks to the other.  And				false

		721						LN		28		17		false		        17      those gaps tend to produce a little bit of noise				false

		722						LN		28		18		false		        18      and vibration that are above some of those				false

		723						LN		28		19		false		        19      thresholds.				false

		724						LN		28		20		false		        20               So what we've done -- and this applies to				false

		725						LN		28		21		false		        21      all alternatives, but in particular, Alternative 1				false

		726						LN		28		22		false		        22      is where it's going to be in front of some of these				false

		727						LN		28		23		false		        23      residences.				false

		728						LN		28		24		false		        24               What we've done as part of our process is				false

		729						LN		28		25		false		        25      to try to locate those as far away from the				false
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		731						LN		29		1		false		         1      residences as possible.  Where that wasn't possible				false

		732						LN		29		2		false		         2      due to engineering constraints, there are some				false

		733						LN		29		3		false		         3      mitigations that we've asked to be part of the				false

		734						LN		29		4		false		         4      project, and that includes to use some cushioning				false

		735						LN		29		5		false		         5      underneath those areas so that there's a reduction				false

		736						LN		29		6		false		         6      in the vibration and the sound that's produced				false

		737						LN		29		7		false		         7      there, as well as some of the track materials, to				false

		738						LN		29		8		false		         8      minimize that noise level from those gaps.				false

		739						LN		29		9		false		         9               Another very frequently asked question				false

		740						LN		29		10		false		        10      about the project is related to traffic and the				false

		741						LN		29		11		false		        11      access for emergency services, in particular, fire,				false

		742						LN		29		12		false		        12      police, especially during the construction, where a				false

		743						LN		29		13		false		        13      lot of streets might be detoured or where they may				false

		744						LN		29		14		false		        14      be down to a couple of lanes.				false

		745						LN		29		15		false		        15               Now, one of the things that -- and this is				false

		746						LN		29		16		false		        16      for all alternatives and really for any				false

		747						LN		29		17		false		        17      construction that happens -- the mitigation				false

		748						LN		29		18		false		        18      measures that we're looking at are similar to the				false

		749						LN		29		19		false		        19      ones proposed for traffic during construction, and				false

		750						LN		29		20		false		        20      that is that we expect that there will be detour				false

		751						LN		29		21		false		        21      routes.				false

		752						LN		29		22		false		        22               We're hoping that there won't be any				false

		753						LN		29		23		false		        23      long-term closures, but before any of that happens,				false

		754						LN		29		24		false		        24      Metro needs to provide a traffic management plan.				false

		755						LN		29		25		false		        25      That traffic management plan is run by the cities,				false
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		757						LN		30		1		false		         1      the individual jurisdictions.  It's run by the				false

		758						LN		30		2		false		         2      emergency services, as well as stakeholders, so				false

		759						LN		30		3		false		         3      people that live in the area.  They have a say into				false

		760						LN		30		4		false		         4      when things happen, how the detours are done.  And				false

		761						LN		30		5		false		         5      that is hopefully enough to try to mitigate some of				false

		762						LN		30		6		false		         6      the impacts that could be affected.				false

		763						LN		30		7		false		         7               But certainly with emergency response				false

		764						LN		30		8		false		         8      areas -- and this is a -- this graphic is something				false

		765						LN		30		9		false		         9      that is a detour route around Crenshaw -- a lot of				false

		766						LN		30		10		false		        10      this information is -- has to be approved by fire				false

		767						LN		30		11		false		        11      and police departments.  So they will do that in				false

		768						LN		30		12		false		        12      order to maintain the level of service and the				false

		769						LN		30		13		false		        13      response times.				false

		770						LN		30		14		false		        14               Obviously a lot of people are concerned				false

		771						LN		30		15		false		        15      about the traffic.  As I mentioned, we evaluated				false

		772						LN		30		16		false		        16      traffic for construction and operations.  Some of				false

		773						LN		30		17		false		        17      the traffic -- most of -- the majority of the				false

		774						LN		30		18		false		        18      traffic impacts would be during construction				false

		775						LN		30		19		false		        19      because of the detour routes.				false

		776						LN		30		20		false		        20               And as I mentioned, we have the traffic				false

		777						LN		30		21		false		        21      management plans that we try to utilize to minimize				false

		778						LN		30		22		false		        22      this that include public input, certainly input				false

		779						LN		30		23		false		        23      from the police and fire and obviously the				false

		780						LN		30		24		false		        24      individual councils and the planning departments				false

		781						LN		30		25		false		        25      that are involved in -- during the construction and				false
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		784						LN		31		2		false		         2               One of the key features of the				false

		785						LN		31		3		false		         3      Environmental Impact Report that we have is that				false

		786						LN		31		4		false		         4      the California Environmental Quality Act requires				false

		787						LN		31		5		false		         5      Metro to select the environmentally superior				false

		788						LN		31		6		false		         6      alternative that is not the no-project alternative.				false

		789						LN		31		7		false		         7               As we mentioned before, we are evaluating				false

		790						LN		31		8		false		         8      the three build alternatives, which are the entire				false

		791						LN		31		9		false		         9      alignment all the way to Whittier, the shortened				false

		792						LN		31		10		false		        10      one that goes to Commerce, and then the one that				false

		793						LN		31		11		false		        11      goes to Greenwood here in Montebello.				false

		794						LN		31		12		false		        12               As Jenny mentioned, we are not evaluating				false

		795						LN		31		13		false		        13      the TSM alternative.  The reason for that is				false

		796						LN		31		14		false		        14      explained in our Chapter 5, which is the				false

		797						LN		31		15		false		        15      alternatives comparison.  We also have an appendix				false

		798						LN		31		16		false		        16      that talks about the history of the alternatives,				false

		799						LN		31		17		false		        17      and that's explained there as well.				false

		800						LN		31		18		false		        18               But in essence, when the board decided in				false

		801						LN		31		19		false		        19      2020 to move the SR60 and the combined alternatives				false

		802						LN		31		20		false		        20      from further evaluation, they also decided to				false

		803						LN		31		21		false		        21      discontinue the federal process, which is under the				false
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		805						LN		31		23		false		        23               The TSM alternative that was evaluated in				false
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		808						PG		32		0		false		page 32				false

		809						LN		32		1		false		         1      considered.  So once the federal NEPA process was				false

		810						LN		32		2		false		         2      removed from further evaluation, that was no longer				false

		811						LN		32		3		false		         3      required to be evaluated.				false

		812						LN		32		4		false		         4               So, again, the environmentally superior				false

		813						LN		32		5		false		         5      alternative -- it looks at the three build				false

		814						LN		32		6		false		         6      alternatives that we have in question.				false

		815						LN		32		7		false		         7               What that is is it looks at all of the				false

		816						LN		32		8		false		         8      impacts that have -- that occur for each				false

		817						LN		32		9		false		         9      alternative, all the old mitigation measures, and				false

		818						LN		32		10		false		        10      then weighs them against each other.  It				false

		819						LN		32		11		false		        11      automatically already assumes that all of these				false

		820						LN		32		12		false		        12      alternatives are going to meet the project				false

		821						LN		32		13		false		        13      objectives, and typically they do if they are being				false

		822						LN		32		14		false		        14      evaluated as a complete alternative like we have in				false

		823						LN		32		15		false		        15      this document.				false

		824						LN		32		16		false		        16               However, the environmentally superior				false

		825						LN		32		17		false		        17      alternative that was selected in this document,				false

		826						LN		32		18		false		        18      which is Alternative 3, which is the one that goes				false

		827						LN		32		19		false		        19      to Montebello, the shortened version that stops at				false

		828						LN		32		20		false		        20      Greenwood -- that does not mean that that is what				false

		829						LN		32		21		false		        21      is going to be selected as the locally preferred				false

		830						LN		32		22		false		        22      alternative, meaning that that's not the same term.				false

		831						LN		32		23		false		        23               The locally preferred alternative is				false

		832						LN		32		24		false		        24      something that the Metro board is going to be				false

		833						LN		32		25		false		        25      deciding next based on the evaluation of the				false

		834						PG		33		0		false		page 33				false

		835						LN		33		1		false		         1      document, but they also take into consideration				false

		836						LN		33		2		false		         2      other aspects, such as all the comments that we				false

		837						LN		33		3		false		         3      receive on the document and all the public comments				false

		838						LN		33		4		false		         4      that we receive during this period, as well as any				false

		839						LN		33		5		false		         5      description of the project benefits and other				false

		840						LN		33		6		false		         6      aspects that the board is looking for.				false

		841						LN		33		7		false		         7               And so while it might be the same one, you				false

		842						LN		33		8		false		         8      know, for those concerned that it may not -- that				false

		843						LN		33		9		false		         9      it's not the full alignment, that still is up on --				false

		844						LN		33		10		false		        10      that's still on the table for the locally preferred				false

		845						LN		33		11		false		        11      alternative.  This is just a requirement that only				false

		846						LN		33		12		false		        12      looks at relative impacts and mitigation.				false

		847						LN		33		13		false		        13               Before we turn it over to the public				false

		848						LN		33		14		false		        14      hearing, I just wanted to touch base a little bit				false

		849						LN		33		15		false		        15      about what we're hoping to get from you in terms of				false

		850						LN		33		16		false		        16      your comments, and also give you some tips on some				false

		851						LN		33		17		false		        17      of the things that I think are very important to				false

		852						LN		33		18		false		        18      have comments on or provide us input in, whether				false

		853						LN		33		19		false		        19      it's today or further down the line.				false

		854						LN		33		20		false		        20               You know, what we look for, ideally,				false

		855						LN		33		21		false		        21      obviously, and what we're here for is the				false

		856						LN		33		22		false		        22      environmental document, so we would like, if you				false

		857						LN		33		23		false		        23      have any specific comments on the document, to be				false

		858						LN		33		24		false		        24      as specific as possible.				false

		859						LN		33		25		false		        25               If you haven't had a chance to look at it				false

		860						PG		34		0		false		page 34				false

		861						LN		34		1		false		         1      yet, once you do, we would love to get additional				false

		862						LN		34		2		false		         2      comments, and we have here the ways that you can				false

		863						LN		34		3		false		         3      provide those comments.				false

		864						LN		34		4		false		         4               Also understand that every aspect of				false

		865						LN		34		5		false		         5      what's in the document is something you can comment				false

		866						LN		34		6		false		         6      on, and that includes the mitigation measures that				false

		867						LN		34		7		false		         7      are being proposed.				false

		868						LN		34		8		false		         8               A lot of times when we -- we don't get				false

		869						LN		34		9		false		         9      comments on mitigation measures, and I would say				false

		870						LN		34		10		false		        10      that for a lot of communities, that is the one				false

		871						LN		34		11		false		        11      place where they could actually have a meaningful				false

		872						LN		34		12		false		        12      impact on the document and how the project is				false

		873						LN		34		13		false		        13      constructed.				false

		874						LN		34		14		false		        14               So I would really look -- you know,				false

		875						LN		34		15		false		        15      encourage you to look at the mitigation measures at				false

		876						LN		34		16		false		        16      your leisure.  And once you have some comments on				false

		877						LN		34		17		false		        17      that, please provide that, because I think it's an				false

		878						LN		34		18		false		        18      important aspect of what we're trying to do with				false

		879						LN		34		19		false		        19      your community here.				false

		880						LN		34		20		false		        20               Once you provide the comments, we will be				false

		881						LN		34		21		false		        21      having this -- this period ends on August 29th.				false

		882						LN		34		22		false		        22      You will get the comments.  We will respond to				false

		883						LN		34		23		false		        23      them.  They will be -- each comment will be				false

		884						LN		34		24		false		        24      responded to individually, and the comments -- the				false

		885						LN		34		25		false		        25      responses of that will be placed in the final				false

		886						PG		35		0		false		page 35				false

		887						LN		35		1		false		         1      document, which will also be available for review				false

		888						LN		35		2		false		         2      before the board takes any action on it.				false

		889						LN		35		3		false		         3               So there's still a lot of opportunities to				false

		890						LN		35		4		false		         4      make an impact on the project.  I encourage you to				false

		891						LN		35		5		false		         5      read the document.  I know it's very lengthy.  It				false

		892						LN		35		6		false		         6      took a while to write it, too.  But we have a lot				false

		893						LN		35		7		false		         7      of information in there, and we'd love to help you				false

		894						LN		35		8		false		         8      navigate it, to our staff that's here, after we're				false

		895						LN		35		9		false		         9      done with the public hearing.  And anytime that you				false

		896						LN		35		10		false		        10      have any comments on it, please let Metro know, and				false

		897						LN		35		11		false		        11      we can hopefully help each other out in trying to				false

		898						LN		35		12		false		        12      navigate the document.				false

		899						LN		35		13		false		        13               With that, I'll turn it over to you.				false

		900						LN		35		14		false		        14      Thank you very much.				false

		901						LN		35		15		false		        15               MR. CORONA:  Thank you, Jaime.				false

		902						LN		35		16		false		        16               So pretty much what's next after the				false

		903						LN		35		17		false		        17      meeting, Jaime gave a little bit of update on				false

		904						LN		35		18		false		        18      what's coming up next.  As he said, we're going to				false

		905						LN		35		19		false		        19      review the submitted comments and incorporate them				false

		906						LN		35		20		false		        20      into the public record, and responses will be in				false

		907						LN		35		21		false		        21      writing on the final Environmental Impact Report				false

		908						LN		35		22		false		        22      that will be produced, and will be also available				false

		909						LN		35		23		false		        23      for review once it is completed.				false

		910						LN		35		24		false		        24               So just like today, we have the draft				false

		911						LN		35		25		false		        25      Environmental Impact Report for review and comment.				false

		912						PG		36		0		false		page 36				false

		913						LN		36		1		false		         1      When we come back -- conclude that part, we will				false

		914						LN		36		2		false		         2      have the final environmental document for you to				false

		915						LN		36		3		false		         3      review, and then we will take it to the Metro				false

		916						LN		36		4		false		         4      board, and that will be where it will be heard and				false

		917						LN		36		5		false		         5      voted on by the Metro board.				false

		918						LN		36		6		false		         6               But what is next immediately is to take				false

		919						LN		36		7		false		         7      the locally preferred alternative selection to the				false

		920						LN		36		8		false		         8      Metro board later this year.  And, again, that is				false

		921						LN		36		9		false		         9      not going to be the environmental record that we're				false

		922						LN		36		10		false		        10      discussing tonight, but more this is just what is				false

		923						LN		36		11		false		        11      the locally preferred alternative for this project,				false

		924						LN		36		12		false		        12      as how it will be running through the area.				false

		925						LN		36		13		false		        13               And then after that, as I said earlier, we				false

		926						LN		36		14		false		        14      will release the final Environmental Impact Report				false

		927						LN		36		15		false		        15      for review, and then it will go to the Metro board,				false

		928						LN		36		16		false		        16      and that will be where it will be decided upon.  So				false

		929						LN		36		17		false		        17      those are pretty much the next steps.				false

		930						LN		36		18		false		        18               But right now what we're doing is taking				false

		931						LN		36		19		false		        19      comments from you, and we will be taking comments				false

		932						LN		36		20		false		        20      from you both at the hearing here, and we will be				false

		933						LN		36		21		false		        21      having in person.				false

		934						LN		36		22		false		        22               You can also submit your comments in				false

		935						LN		36		23		false		        23      writing.  You can mail it to Jenny				false

		936						LN		36		24		false		        24      Cristales-Cevallos, the project manager, and				false

		937						LN		36		25		false		        25      there's a mailing address right there.  You can				false

		938						PG		37		0		false		page 37				false

		939						LN		37		1		false		         1      also go online to our electronic public comment				false

		940						LN		37		2		false		         2      forum, which is metro.net/Eastside comments.				false

		941						LN		37		3		false		         3               You can also call the project hotline, and				false

		942						LN		37		4		false		         4      if you prefer to do that verbally not today, you				false

		943						LN		37		5		false		         5      can call (213)922-3012.  Bilingual staff will be				false

		944						LN		37		6		false		         6      receiving those e-mails, so if you prefer to leave				false

		945						LN		37		7		false		         7      your comments there in English or in Spanish, you				false

		946						LN		37		8		false		         8      can do it there as well.				false

		947						LN		37		9		false		         9               And we will be having our public comments				false

		948						LN		37		10		false		        10      today for this presentation.				false

		949						LN		37		11		false		        11               As I stated earlier in the presentation --				false

		950						LN		37		12		false		        12      again, some of you may not have heard that or				false

		951						LN		37		13		false		        13      caught that, this is number two out of four				false

		952						LN		37		14		false		        14      hearings that we are having.  Three of them are in				false

		953						LN		37		15		false		        15      person, this is the second in-person one.				false

		954						LN		37		16		false		        16               Last week we were here in East L.A.  Today				false

		955						LN		37		17		false		        17      we are in Montebello.  And then it will be online				false

		956						LN		37		18		false		        18      for meeting number 3 on August 11th.  And that will				false

		957						LN		37		19		false		        19      also be viewed in person, if you would like to do				false

		958						LN		37		20		false		        20      it in person, just like you're doing so here, at				false

		959						LN		37		21		false		        21      the Pico Rivera council chambers.  So where they				false

		960						LN		37		22		false		        22      are having council meetings in Pico Rivera, you can				false

		961						LN		37		23		false		        23      go there and view it as well, and that will be on				false

		962						LN		37		24		false		        24      Thursday, August 11th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.				false

		963						LN		37		25		false		        25               And then the final meeting, which will be				false

		964						PG		38		0		false		page 38				false

		965						LN		38		1		false		         1      in person, will be in Whittier on Wednesday,				false

		966						LN		38		2		false		         2      August 17th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.				false

		967						LN		38		3		false		         3               That will be the last time to do it in a				false

		968						LN		38		4		false		         4      hearing setting.  That doesn't mean that that's the				false

		969						LN		38		5		false		         5      last of it.  You have until August 29th to provide				false

		970						LN		38		6		false		         6      the comments.				false

		971						LN		38		7		false		         7               Now, I must emphasize that the comments				false

		972						LN		38		8		false		         8      you've provided either here at the hearing or in				false

		973						LN		38		9		false		         9      writing, or if you call, they're all going to be				false

		974						LN		38		10		false		        10      weighed the same.  They have the same meaning.  So				false

		975						LN		38		11		false		        11      it's just a matter of how you feel comfortable and				false

		976						LN		38		12		false		        12      how you would like to provide your comments for				false

		977						LN		38		13		false		        13      this project.  So I want to emphasize that part.				false

		978						LN		38		14		false		        14               Again, if you would like to provide				false

		979						LN		38		15		false		        15      comments or speak today, make sure you submitted a				false

		980						LN		38		16		false		        16      speaker card and fill it out and hand it to one of				false

		981						LN		38		17		false		        17      our staff here, or just raise your hand with it,				false

		982						LN		38		18		false		        18      and we will pick it up from you.				false

		983						LN		38		19		false		        19               And as you are writing your comment -- or				false

		984						LN		38		20		false		        20      your name right now, I'm going to go on to the next				false

		985						LN		38		21		false		        21      phase of where we are, and we are going to get				false

		986						LN		38		22		false		        22      close -- we are pretty much going to start the				false

		987						LN		38		23		false		        23      hearing.  It is 11:05 on Saturday, July 30th, and				false

		988						LN		38		24		false		        24      we will begin with the hearing.				false

		989						LN		38		25		false		        25               And I'm going to introduce Genoveva				false

		990						PG		39		0		false		page 39				false

		991						LN		39		1		false		         1      Arellano, who will be our hearing officer who will				false

		992						LN		39		2		false		         2      take you to the next steps.  And as I do that, I				false

		993						LN		39		3		false		         3      will hand this microphone over to Edna so we can				false

		994						LN		39		4		false		         4      line up for your comments.				false

		995						LN		39		5		false		         5               MS. ARELLANO:  Good morning, everyone.				false

		996						LN		39		6		false		         6      That was a lot of information, very important for				false

		997						LN		39		7		false		         7      us to all understand the information that is being				false

		998						LN		39		8		false		         8      provided and where we are in the process.				false

		999						LN		39		9		false		         9               It's my pleasure today to serve as your				false

		1000						LN		39		10		false		        10      public hearing officer on behalf of Metro.  My name				false

		1001						LN		39		11		false		        11      is Genoveva Arellano.  I'm a member of the outreach				false

		1002						LN		39		12		false		        12      team working with Metro on this very important				false

		1003						LN		39		13		false		        13      project.				false

		1004						LN		39		14		false		        14               I'd like to welcome all of you here today,				false

		1005						LN		39		15		false		        15      and thank you for your participation at today's				false

		1006						LN		39		16		false		        16      public hearing.  It's my pleasure to serve as your				false

		1007						LN		39		17		false		        17      public hearing officer.  My role is to formally				false

		1008						LN		39		18		false		        18      receive your comments and ensure that they are				false

		1009						LN		39		19		false		        19      included as part of our record.				false

		1010						LN		39		20		false		        20               Before we get started with the public				false

		1011						LN		39		21		false		        21      comment period during this hearing, a few				false

		1012						LN		39		22		false		        22      additional reminders about this process.  It's very				false

		1013						LN		39		23		false		        23      important.				false

		1014						LN		39		24		false		        24               First, we are conducting this public				false

		1015						LN		39		25		false		        25      hearing to receive your comments specifically on				false

		1016						PG		40		0		false		page 40				false

		1017						LN		40		1		false		         1      the environmental analysis, alternatives, impacts,				false

		1018						LN		40		2		false		         2      and mitigation measures presented in the draft				false

		1019						LN		40		3		false		         3      Environmental Impact Report for this project.  It's				false

		1020						LN		40		4		false		         4      very specifically on that document.				false

		1021						LN		40		5		false		         5               Your input is very important to us and				false

		1022						LN		40		6		false		         6      will help us continue developing the Metro Eastside				false

		1023						LN		40		7		false		         7      Transit Corridor Phase 2 project.  Your comments				false

		1024						LN		40		8		false		         8      will become part of the official record of the				false

		1025						LN		40		9		false		         9      Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 draft				false

		1026						LN		40		10		false		        10      Environmental Impact Report.				false

		1027						LN		40		11		false		        11               As both Tito, Jenny, and the team have				false

		1028						LN		40		12		false		        12      mentioned, your comments may also be submitted by				false

		1029						LN		40		13		false		        13      mail, the online comment form, or on the help line,				false

		1030						LN		40		14		false		        14      as you see on the screen.				false

		1031						LN		40		15		false		        15               I want to emphasize that the team or I --				false

		1032						LN		40		16		false		        16      we will not be responding to any comments during				false

		1033						LN		40		17		false		        17      this comment period here today as part of the				false

		1034						LN		40		18		false		        18      formal record.  It's a formal environmental				false

		1035						LN		40		19		false		        19      process, and specifically it's done this way so				false

		1036						LN		40		20		false		        20      that the team has an opportunity to read and				false

		1037						LN		40		21		false		        21      understand your comment and respond to it				false

		1038						LN		40		22		false		        22      thoroughly as part of the final Environmental				false

		1039						LN		40		23		false		        23      Impact Report.				false

		1040						LN		40		24		false		        24               As we mentioned, this is a draft document.				false

		1041						LN		40		25		false		        25      We will get to the final later.  As part of that				false

		1042						PG		41		0		false		page 41				false

		1043						LN		41		1		false		         1      document, that's where your comments will be				false

		1044						LN		41		2		false		         2      responded to thoroughly.				false

		1045						LN		41		3		false		         3               Responses to your comments will be				false

		1046						LN		41		4		false		         4      provided in that final document.  Please visit the				false

		1047						LN		41		5		false		         5      website for more information about the process or				false

		1048						LN		41		6		false		         6      the project, and you see that here.				false

		1049						LN		41		7		false		         7               Now, to get started on the comment period				false

		1050						LN		41		8		false		         8      this morning, a few reminders:  We will continue to				false

		1051						LN		41		9		false		         9      show this slide on the screen as a reminder of how				false

		1052						LN		41		10		false		        10      you can provide your comment to us today, or				false

		1053						LN		41		11		false		        11      anytime until Monday, August 29th.				false

		1054						LN		41		12		false		        12               Please point that out in your calendar.				false

		1055						LN		41		13		false		        13      Share that with neighbors and friends.  We welcome				false

		1056						LN		41		14		false		        14      your comments anytime in any method until Monday,				false

		1057						LN		41		15		false		        15      October -- excuse me -- Monday, August 29th.  That				false

		1058						LN		41		16		false		        16      is a final cutoff date for the 60-day comment				false

		1059						LN		41		17		false		        17      period.				false

		1060						LN		41		18		false		        18               It needs to happen very specifically that				false

		1061						LN		41		19		false		        19      way so that the team then can move forward with				false

		1062						LN		41		20		false		        20      responding to comments.  So it's important that you				false

		1063						LN		41		21		false		        21      do so by then.				false

		1064						LN		41		22		false		        22               You can submit your oral comments today by				false

		1065						LN		41		23		false		        23      completing the speaker card.  A few of you have				false

		1066						LN		41		24		false		        24      already filled out the speaker card.  Please use				false

		1067						LN		41		25		false		        25      this so that we can call on you in order, which is				false

		1068						PG		42		0		false		page 42				false

		1069						LN		42		1		false		         1      what I'll be doing in just a moment.				false

		1070						LN		42		2		false		         2               You will have 90 seconds to say -- state				false

		1071						LN		42		3		false		         3      your verbal comment and no longer.  We are here				false

		1072						LN		42		4		false		         4      today until 12:00 noon to provide plenty of				false

		1073						LN		42		5		false		         5      opportunity for anyone else to provide verbal				false

		1074						LN		42		6		false		         6      comment, or you can also do it directly with the				false

		1075						LN		42		7		false		         7      court reporter, who is here today until 12:00 noon.				false

		1076						LN		42		8		false		         8               The remainder of the day we would like to				false

		1077						LN		42		9		false		         9      use -- if we have no further comments from anyone,				false

		1078						LN		42		10		false		        10      is to resume the open house where you can actually				false

		1079						LN		42		11		false		        11      talk to staff directly, if you have any questions				false

		1080						LN		42		12		false		        12      or other concerns.				false

		1081						LN		42		13		false		        13               Just as a reminder, your conversations				false

		1082						LN		42		14		false		        14      with staff are not part of the formal record.  If				false

		1083						LN		42		15		false		        15      you would like to submit a formal comment, you need				false

		1084						LN		42		16		false		        16      to do so today verbally or through our court				false

		1085						LN		42		17		false		        17      reporter or in a comment form.				false

		1086						LN		42		18		false		        18               This is the comment form in writing				false

		1087						LN		42		19		false		        19      (indicating).  Each of you received one when you				false

		1088						LN		42		20		false		        20      came in.  So this is the alternative way if you are				false

		1089						LN		42		21		false		        21      not interested in speaking verbally for you to				false

		1090						LN		42		22		false		        22      provide your comment to us today.				false

		1091						LN		42		23		false		        23               You may also provide oral comments				false

		1092						LN		42		24		false		        24      directly to the court reporter, as I mentioned,				false

		1093						LN		42		25		false		        25      again, until 12:00 noon.				false

		1094						PG		43		0		false		page 43				false

		1095						LN		43		1		false		         1               We also have a Spanish interpreter who				false

		1096						LN		43		2		false		         2      will provide translation of the comments during				false

		1097						LN		43		3		false		         3      this hearing and provide any personal assistance in				false

		1098						LN		43		4		false		         4      submitting an oral comment.				false

		1099						LN		43		5		false		         5               Again, we are here to listen to your				false

		1100						LN		43		6		false		         6      comments, but we will not be responding to them				false

		1101						LN		43		7		false		         7      directly.  Again, oral comments will be limited to				false

		1102						LN		43		8		false		         8      90 seconds, and we will have a timer on the screen				false

		1103						LN		43		9		false		         9      and a little alarm that will go off to make sure				false

		1104						LN		43		10		false		        10      that we all can know that the time has expired.				false

		1105						LN		43		11		false		        11               We request that you please be respectful				false

		1106						LN		43		12		false		        12      to us and to each other during this hearing and				false

		1107						LN		43		13		false		        13      especially during your verbal comment.				false

		1108						LN		43		14		false		        14               I will call on the first three speakers to				false

		1109						LN		43		15		false		        15      give you some time to gather your thoughts.  And				false

		1110						LN		43		16		false		        16      after every speaker, I will call on the next one to				false

		1111						LN		43		17		false		        17      make sure that you're ready.  This will ensure that				false

		1112						LN		43		18		false		        18      we go through the speakers in order and to give you				false

		1113						LN		43		19		false		        19      enough time to go forward.				false

		1114						LN		43		20		false		        20               I will be announcing -- actually, when you				false

		1115						LN		43		21		false		        21      come forward, please state yourself, your first				false

		1116						LN		43		22		false		        22      name and your last name and your zip code so we can				false

		1117						LN		43		23		false		        23      identify you, and also share with us if you				false

		1118						LN		43		24		false		        24      represent any organization.  That would be helpful.				false

		1119						LN		43		25		false		        25               With that, I think we're ready to begin				false

		1120						PG		44		0		false		page 44				false

		1121						LN		44		1		false		         1      receiving formal comments.  For your information, I				false

		1122						LN		44		2		false		         2      have received three comments so far.  Again, if				false

		1123						LN		44		3		false		         3      anyone has not submitted a speaker card, please do				false

		1124						LN		44		4		false		         4      so.  Our staff will come around to pick those up.				false

		1125						LN		44		5		false		         5               Great.  We have a few more.				false

		1126						LN		44		6		false		         6               The first three speakers, in this order,				false

		1127						LN		44		7		false		         7      are Jesse Garcia, Edmond Veloz, and Esther Selis.				false

		1128						LN		44		8		false		         8               So if I can ask Jesse Garcia to be the				false

		1129						LN		44		9		false		         9      first one up.  Edna will be handing you the				false

		1130						LN		44		10		false		        10      microphone.  And if you can, again, state your name				false

		1131						LN		44		11		false		        11      and your organization, if you have one, and we				false

		1132						LN		44		12		false		        12      welcome you to give us your public comment.				false

		1133						LN		44		13		false		        13               Thank you, Jesse.				false

		1134						LN		44		14		false		        14               MR. GARCIA:  Thank you.  My name's Jesse				false

		1135						LN		44		15		false		        15      Garcia.  I live at 90640 zip code.				false

		1136						LN		44		16		false		        16               So presently you have a $3 billion				false

		1137						LN		44		17		false		        17      project.  It is 9.4 miles, more or less, so I run				false

		1138						LN		44		18		false		        18      to the office of 10 miles.  That's about				false

		1139						LN		44		19		false		        19      $300 million per mile that will be spent.				false

		1140						LN		44		20		false		        20               Now, the cost of ridership is $1.75.  Max				false

		1141						LN		44		21		false		        21      occupancy is at 405 passengers, which will never				false

		1142						LN		44		22		false		        22      happen.  So I rounded this to 250.  That's 125				false

		1143						LN		44		23		false		        23      passengers per train.  That's roughly about				false

		1144						LN		44		24		false		        24      $1,304.50 every hour.				false

		1145						LN		44		25		false		        25               It says it's going to run for 24/7.  It's				false

		1146						PG		45		0		false		page 45				false

		1147						LN		45		1		false		         1      not going to happen, so I rounded that to ten				false

		1148						LN		45		2		false		         2      hours.  That's roughly $13,125 per day.  In a				false

		1149						LN		45		3		false		         3      30-day time frame, that's $393,750.  In one year,				false

		1150						LN		45		4		false		         4      that's 4,000,750.				false

		1151						LN		45		5		false		         5               In order to pay back the principal of				false

		1152						LN		45		6		false		         6      $3 billion, that's 52 years; okay?				false

		1153						LN		45		7		false		         7               And, again, this is at the 10,000-foot				false

		1154						LN		45		8		false		         8      level.  I didn't put in any other variables.  With				false

		1155						LN		45		9		false		         9      something of the scope of this size, the nature and				false

		1156						LN		45		10		false		        10      scope, it's a lot.				false

		1157						LN		45		11		false		        11               So basically, if I were to present this to				false

		1158						LN		45		12		false		        12      my manager, he would throw me out of his office.				false

		1159						LN		45		13		false		        13      And I am a product manager, a program manager in my				false

		1160						LN		45		14		false		        14      past life.				false

		1161						LN		45		15		false		        15               So in order for this to be paid off in				false

		1162						LN		45		16		false		        16      five years -- every company wants their principal				false

		1163						LN		45		17		false		        17      to be paid back in five years, ridership would have				false

		1164						LN		45		18		false		        18      to increase to $14 per head.				false

		1165						LN		45		19		false		        19               Now, the reason we can do this, it's				false

		1166						LN		45		20		false		        20      public money.  It is all public money.				false

		1167						LN		45		21		false		        21               MS. ARELLANO:  Jesse, thank you for your				false

		1168						LN		45		22		false		        22      comment.				false

		1169						LN		45		23		false		        23               Next, we have Edmond Veloz.  Following				false

		1170						LN		45		24		false		        24      Edmond, Esther Selis.  Following Esther, Sandra,				false

		1171						LN		45		25		false		        25      who is a resident.  So hopefully, Sandra, you can				false

		1172						PG		46		0		false		page 46				false

		1173						LN		46		1		false		         1      tell us when you come on up.				false

		1174						LN		46		2		false		         2               Edmond, go right ahead.				false

		1175						LN		46		3		false		         3               MR. VELOZ:  Okay.  I'm going to read				false

		1176						LN		46		4		false		         4      something to you.				false

		1177						LN		46		5		false		         5               My name is Edmond Veloz.  I live in 90640,				false

		1178						LN		46		6		false		         6      Montebello.  I'm going to read something to you				false

		1179						LN		46		7		false		         7      directly.  These are Jenny Cristales-Cevallos's own				false

		1180						LN		46		8		false		         8      words from the Whittier meeting last -- in 2019.				false

		1181						LN		46		9		false		         9      It says here:				false

		1182						LN		46		10		false		        10                    "So all these elements need to go				false

		1183						LN		46		11		false		        11               through the public review process and				false

		1184						LN		46		12		false		        12               the elemental process down to when we				false

		1185						LN		46		13		false		        13               identify the locally preferred				false

		1186						LN		46		14		false		        14               alternative.  So this is currently the				false

		1187						LN		46		15		false		        15               purpose and need of the project.				false

		1188						LN		46		16		false		        16                    "Again, we are soliciting input				false

		1189						LN		46		17		false		        17               to ensure this purpose meets the --				false

		1190						LN		46		18		false		        18               meets the community's needs and				false

		1191						LN		46		19		false		        19               concerns."				false

		1192						LN		46		20		false		        20               We are local here.  These are the locally				false

		1193						LN		46		21		false		        21      preferred alternatives.  TSM, electric buses.				false

		1194						LN		46		22		false		        22      That's what we want.  There's 1,235 -- 1,250 names				false

		1195						LN		46		23		false		        23      here, and we have over 1,600 now.				false

		1196						LN		46		24		false		        24               This is the locally preferred alternative.				false

		1197						LN		46		25		false		        25      This is what we want, not what they want.  This is				false

		1198						PG		47		0		false		page 47				false

		1199						LN		47		1		false		         1      all they want.  We've never been involved in the				false

		1200						LN		47		2		false		         2      project, whether you know it or not.				false

		1201						LN		47		3		false		         3               The Montebello city council has this, and				false

		1202						LN		47		4		false		         4      so does the Metro have this, yet they don't want to				false

		1203						LN		47		5		false		         5      acknowledge any of this.				false

		1204						LN		47		6		false		         6               Folks, you're being -- you're being --				false

		1205						LN		47		7		false		         7      you're being robbed today, and they're filling you				false

		1206						LN		47		8		false		         8      with 20 years full of cow manure today to tell you,				false

		1207						LN		47		9		false		         9      oh, you matter.				false

		1208						LN		47		10		false		        10               You don't matter.  Not one bit.  Thank				false

		1209						LN		47		11		false		        11      you.				false

		1210						LN		47		12		false		        12               MS. ARELLANO:  Edmond, thank you for your				false

		1211						LN		47		13		false		        13      comments.  And if there's anything in writing that				false

		1212						LN		47		14		false		        14      you would like to leave with us for additional				false

		1213						LN		47		15		false		        15      comments, you are all welcome to do so with your				false

		1214						LN		47		16		false		        16      comments.				false

		1215						LN		47		17		false		        17               Next, we have Esther Selis.  Following				false

		1216						LN		47		18		false		        18      Esther, Sandra.  And following Sandra, Jorge				false

		1217						LN		47		19		false		        19      Martinez.				false

		1218						LN		47		20		false		        20               MS. SOLIS:  Hello.  My name is Esther				false

		1219						LN		47		21		false		        21      Solis.  I live in Pico Rivera.  I am very glad to				false

		1220						LN		47		22		false		        22      be here for this presentation.  But they haven't				false

		1221						LN		47		23		false		        23      even mentioned Pico Rivera.				false

		1222						LN		47		24		false		        24               We are over 65,000 residents.  On the map				false

		1223						LN		47		25		false		        25      top side, you see the stations.  You see all the				false

		1224						PG		48		0		false		page 48				false

		1225						LN		48		1		false		         1      way coming down from East L.A. and Commerce.  They				false

		1226						LN		48		2		false		         2      go all the way over to Washington and Whittier by				false

		1227						LN		48		3		false		         3      the PIH hospital.  They don't show you the part of				false

		1228						LN		48		4		false		         4      Pico Rivera.				false

		1229						LN		48		5		false		         5               Pico Rivera starts on Rosemead, which is				false

		1230						LN		48		6		false		         6      very important with all our commercial industries				false

		1231						LN		48		7		false		         7      there.  We have all our shopping centers.  They				false

		1232						LN		48		8		false		         8      would be affected.  They were affected all through				false

		1233						LN		48		9		false		         9      COVID and lost so much money.  Now they're going to				false

		1234						LN		48		10		false		        10      be affected by having all the construction on that				false

		1235						LN		48		11		false		        11      street.  They're not going to allow the trucks to				false

		1236						LN		48		12		false		        12      come through.				false

		1237						LN		48		13		false		        13               We have many trucks, Commerce, going				false

		1238						LN		48		14		false		        14      through.  Where are those trucks going to go?				false

		1239						LN		48		15		false		        15      They're going to go on Slauson, which is going to				false

		1240						LN		48		16		false		        16      impact Slauson.  We have Passons and Washington				false

		1241						LN		48		17		false		        17      over there by Rancho High School and Rivera Middle				false

		1242						LN		48		18		false		        18      School that has over 45,000 children crossing both				false

		1243						LN		48		19		false		        19      ways.				false

		1244						LN		48		20		false		        20               The safety of our children is in jeopardy.				false

		1245						LN		48		21		false		        21      They're telling me they:  Oh, they can stop				false

		1246						LN		48		22		false		        22      quickly.				false

		1247						LN		48		23		false		        23               They cannot stop quickly.  When you stand				false

		1248						LN		48		24		false		        24      there and look at them, you've got 100 to 200 kids				false

		1249						LN		48		25		false		        25      crossing both ways.  It's a safety issue.				false

		1250						PG		49		0		false		page 49				false

		1251						LN		49		1		false		         1               And we have homes, homes from Rosemead all				false

		1252						LN		49		2		false		         2      the way down to the 65 Freeway.  The homes are				false

		1253						LN		49		3		false		         3      there.  How are you going to affect them with the				false

		1254						LN		49		4		false		         4      staging sections?  Where are they going to be?  How				false

		1255						LN		49		5		false		         5      is our community going to be taken care of?  It's				false

		1256						LN		49		6		false		         6      65,000 residents and we had to fight for the				false

		1257						LN		49		7		false		         7      in-house meeting in the city council.				false

		1258						LN		49		8		false		         8               MS. ARELLANO:  Esther, thank you very much				false

		1259						LN		49		9		false		         9      for your comment.				false

		1260						LN		49		10		false		        10               Next, we have Sandra.  Following Sandra,				false

		1261						LN		49		11		false		        11      we have Jorge Martinez.  After Jorge will be Marina				false

		1262						LN		49		12		false		        12      Martinez.				false

		1263						LN		49		13		false		        13               Sandra, please go ahead.				false

		1264						LN		49		14		false		        14               MS. SANDOVAL:  Hi.  My name is Sandra.  My				false

		1265						LN		49		15		false		        15      zip code is 90022.  I'm from --				false

		1266						LN		49		16		false		        16               MS. ARELLANO:  Excuse me.  Can you repeat				false

		1267						LN		49		17		false		        17      your last name?				false

		1268						LN		49		18		false		        18               MS. SANDOVAL:  Sandra Sandoval.  East L.A.				false

		1269						LN		49		19		false		        19               My comment is that -- well, I have a				false

		1270						LN		49		20		false		        20      question.  You mentioned the rail yard.  Could you				false

		1271						LN		49		21		false		        21      please tell me where that rail yard is?  Is it the				false

		1272						LN		49		22		false		        22      old train station?				false

		1273						LN		49		23		false		        23               You probably can't answer my question, but				false

		1274						LN		49		24		false		        24      I would hate to have those old historic trains torn				false

		1275						LN		49		25		false		        25      down.  So if you're going to build a yard at the				false

		1276						PG		50		0		false		page 50				false

		1277						LN		50		1		false		         1      old train station, I'd like to know where it's at.				false

		1278						LN		50		2		false		         2      Is it in the City of Commerce, and which rail				false

		1279						LN		50		3		false		         3      station is it?  Because I don't think you need to				false

		1280						LN		50		4		false		         4      be tearing down our old historic buildings.				false

		1281						LN		50		5		false		         5               And my only comment is you need to build				false

		1282						LN		50		6		false		         6      subways.  I'm just against light rail.  The red				false

		1283						LN		50		7		false		         7      cars, yellow cars, they've been gone for more than				false

		1284						LN		50		8		false		         8      50 years.  You know, we've adjusted to cars.				false

		1285						LN		50		9		false		         9      They've built freeways, so everybody's used to the				false

		1286						LN		50		10		false		        10      cars.  People are not going to stop buying cars.				false

		1287						LN		50		11		false		        11               So you if you want to build rail, you need				false

		1288						LN		50		12		false		        12      to be underground.  So I am for subway.  If we need				false

		1289						LN		50		13		false		        13      to wait 50 years -- because we already did -- wait				false

		1290						LN		50		14		false		        14      another 100 years, then go ahead.  We may never see				false

		1291						LN		50		15		false		        15      another subway all the way to Orange County, but we				false

		1292						LN		50		16		false		        16      need subways.				false

		1293						LN		50		17		false		        17               So I am all for the subways.  Please do				false

		1294						LN		50		18		false		        18      not be creating more traffic, because I rode the				false

		1295						LN		50		19		false		        19      Eastside Gold Line every day for work and it was				false

		1296						LN		50		20		false		        20      empty.  I was the only person -- maybe two people				false

		1297						LN		50		21		false		        21      on the entire train going to Pasadena alone at				false

		1298						LN		50		22		false		        22      6:00 o'clock in the morning.  No one else was on				false

		1299						LN		50		23		false		        23      the train other than me and one other person on the				false

		1300						LN		50		24		false		        24      Pasadena Gold Line.  Thank you.				false

		1301						LN		50		25		false		        25               MS. ARELLANO:  Thank you, Sandra.				false

		1302						PG		51		0		false		page 51				false

		1303						LN		51		1		false		         1               Next, we have Jorge Martinez.  Following				false

		1304						LN		51		2		false		         2      Jorge, Maria Martinez.  And then Mike Martinez.				false

		1305						LN		51		3		false		         3               Jorge?				false

		1306						LN		51		4		false		         4               MR. JORGE MARTINEZ:  Hello.  My name is				false

		1307						LN		51		5		false		         5      Jorge Martinez, 90640 Montebello.				false

		1308						LN		51		6		false		         6               I have a for-instance.  Say I live in				false

		1309						LN		51		7		false		         7      Montebello south of the -- Washington Boulevard,				false

		1310						LN		51		8		false		         8      and it's already constructed.  I'm diabetic.  I'm a				false

		1311						LN		51		9		false		         9      cardiac patient.  And I know for a fact that				false

		1312						LN		51		10		false		        10      there's going to be hampered emergency vehicle				false

		1313						LN		51		11		false		        11      response times.				false

		1314						LN		51		12		false		        12               So if I die on the way to the hospital or				false

		1315						LN		51		13		false		        13      the ambulance or the paramedics don't reach me in				false

		1316						LN		51		14		false		        14      time because the only north-and-south route is				false

		1317						LN		51		15		false		        15      going to be Greenwood, I'm dead.  My family is				false

		1318						LN		51		16		false		        16      going to sue the Metro.				false

		1319						LN		51		17		false		        17               And you multiply this by thousands or				false

		1320						LN		51		18		false		        18      hundreds of people that are diabetic and cardiac				false

		1321						LN		51		19		false		        19      people.  Well, you've got your answer there.				false

		1322						LN		51		20		false		        20      Mitigate that.  Thank you.				false

		1323						LN		51		21		false		        21               And say no to the -- say no to the Gold				false

		1324						LN		51		22		false		        22      Line.				false

		1325						LN		51		23		false		        23               MS. ARELLANO:  Thank you, Jorge.				false

		1326						LN		51		24		false		        24               Next, we have Marina Martinez, followed by				false

		1327						LN		51		25		false		        25      Mike Martinez, and that will be the last speaker				false

		1328						PG		52		0		false		page 52				false

		1329						LN		52		1		false		         1      card that I have here.				false

		1330						LN		52		2		false		         2               So if anyone else is interested in				false

		1331						LN		52		3		false		         3      speaking, please fill out your card now and raise				false

		1332						LN		52		4		false		         4      it up and make sure we collect it so we can				false

		1333						LN		52		5		false		         5      continue.				false

		1334						LN		52		6		false		         6               Marina?				false

		1335						LN		52		7		false		         7               MS. MARINA MARTINEZ:  Hi.  My name is				false

		1336						LN		52		8		false		         8      Marina Martinez, and I live in Pico Rivera.  The				false

		1337						LN		52		9		false		         9      zip code is 90660.				false

		1338						LN		52		10		false		        10               And let me just point out that at the Zoom				false

		1339						LN		52		11		false		        11      meeting on June 27th, I had to bring up the fact				false

		1340						LN		52		12		false		        12      that Pico Rivera was not receiving a copy of the				false

		1341						LN		52		13		false		        13      Environmental Impact Report, which -- thanks --				false

		1342						LN		52		14		false		        14      afterwards, they did have it available, and also to				false

		1343						LN		52		15		false		        15      the City of Commerce.				false

		1344						LN		52		16		false		        16               And as far as the public meetings,				false

		1345						LN		52		17		false		        17      originally scheduled, it was only three, and now				false

		1346						LN		52		18		false		        18      they included Pico Rivera as well, and I think				false

		1347						LN		52		19		false		        19      that's a good thing, but we shouldn't have to				false

		1348						LN		52		20		false		        20      have -- we shouldn't have been an afterthought.				false

		1349						LN		52		21		false		        21               But besides that point, if you looked at				false

		1350						LN		52		22		false		        22      the data analysis for the ridership of the Gold				false

		1351						LN		52		23		false		        23      Line back in 2019, it was very low.  It was the				false

		1352						LN		52		24		false		        24      lowest of all the light-rail systems.				false

		1353						LN		52		25		false		        25               It is not making money for Metro.  It is				false

		1354						PG		53		0		false		page 53				false

		1355						LN		53		1		false		         1      considered -- many people cite safety reasons, and				false

		1356						LN		53		2		false		         2      the fact that it is not -- takes them to where they				false

		1357						LN		53		3		false		         3      want to go.				false

		1358						LN		53		4		false		         4               So as far as the Washington Boulevard				false

		1359						LN		53		5		false		         5      alternative, it's going to Washington and Lambert,				false

		1360						LN		53		6		false		         6      but where will people get off if they want to go to				false

		1361						LN		53		7		false		         7      work?				false

		1362						LN		53		8		false		         8               I mean, I don't work at the hospital.  I				false

		1363						LN		53		9		false		         9      don't work there at -- why would I take the Gold				false

		1364						LN		53		10		false		        10      Line?  So, to me, it's a train that goes nowhere.				false

		1365						LN		53		11		false		        11      For $3 billion, it goes nowhere.				false

		1366						LN		53		12		false		        12               MS. ARELLANO:  Thank you very much,				false

		1367						LN		53		13		false		        13      Marina.				false

		1368						LN		53		14		false		        14               Next we have Mike Martinez.				false

		1369						LN		53		15		false		        15               MR. MIKE MARTINEZ:  Hi.  Good morning,				false

		1370						LN		53		16		false		        16      everybody.  My name is Mike Martinez, East L.A.				false

		1371						LN		53		17		false		        17      resident.  I live literally in front of the Gold				false

		1372						LN		53		18		false		        18      Line on Third Street.  I see the impact it has for				false

		1373						LN		53		19		false		        19      our community, and we hate it.  It was -- nobody				false

		1374						LN		53		20		false		        20      liked it, even after the fact.  It was just a bad				false

		1375						LN		53		21		false		        21      idea overall for above-ground train.				false

		1376						LN		53		22		false		        22               One thing I'd like to mention, the report,				false

		1377						LN		53		23		false		        23      page 3.4-34, over on Washington Boulevard over				false

		1378						LN		53		24		false		        24      Rio Hondo, they're going to change your -- three				false

		1379						LN		53		25		false		        25      lanes on each side to two lanes, and that's going				false

		1380						PG		54		0		false		page 54				false

		1381						LN		54		1		false		         1      to be across the board.  It's going to create				false

		1382						LN		54		2		false		         2      congestion.  I've seen it in front of my house.				false

		1383						LN		54		3		false		         3               They're going to work during the nighttime				false

		1384						LN		54		4		false		         4      hours, so just imagine all the loud noise.				false

		1385						LN		54		5		false		         5               And that's Section 3.8-60 of the				false

		1386						LN		54		6		false		         6      Environmental Report.				false

		1387						LN		54		7		false		         7               They're also saying in Section 3.4-14 that				false

		1388						LN		54		8		false		         8      all the congestion from the trucks on Washington --				false

		1389						LN		54		9		false		         9      that they're going to be going on Telegraph Road,				false

		1390						LN		54		10		false		        10      Olympic Boulevard, and Whittier Boulevard.				false

		1391						LN		54		11		false		        11               Section 3.4-29 of the report, they're				false

		1392						LN		54		12		false		        12      thinking -- there's approximately -- they need to				false

		1393						LN		54		13		false		        13      take off 10,000 cars off the street because of				false

		1394						LN		54		14		false		        14      this.				false

		1395						LN		54		15		false		        15               And let me tell you this much.  I live in				false

		1396						LN		54		16		false		        16      front of the rail.  I count how many passengers				false

		1397						LN		54		17		false		        17      ride that Gold Line.  Per cabin, a maximum				false

		1398						LN		54		18		false		        18      occupancy of 75 people.  There's only six people				false

		1399						LN		54		19		false		        19      riding it on average, and that's very generous.				false

		1400						LN		54		20		false		        20      That's only 3.5 percent of occupancy.  That's				false

		1401						LN		54		21		false		        21      $4 billion for 3.5 percent.  Think about that.				false

		1402						LN		54		22		false		        22               MS. ARELLANO:  Mike, thank you very much.				false

		1403						LN		54		23		false		        23               We do have an additional speaker, Eugenia.				false

		1404						LN		54		24		false		        24               If I can ask you to please come up and				false

		1405						LN		54		25		false		        25      speak your first and last name.				false

		1406						PG		55		0		false		page 55				false

		1407						LN		55		1		false		         1               MS. REYES:  My name is Eugenia Reyes.  I				false

		1408						LN		55		2		false		         2      do live on the south side of Maple.				false

		1409						LN		55		3		false		         3               I do agree with everybody here.  I'm happy				false

		1410						LN		55		4		false		         4      that somebody from East L.A. that was in Metro, in				false

		1411						LN		55		5		false		         5      front of the Metro, you're here, because, to be				false

		1412						LN		55		6		false		         6      honest, I used to go to the Santuario de Guadalupe,				false

		1413						LN		55		7		false		         7      the church right there.  And you know what?  After				false

		1414						LN		55		8		false		         8      that, you don't see no more cars.  Nobody wants to				false

		1415						LN		55		9		false		         9      be nearby, barely, Third Street, et cetera.				false

		1416						LN		55		10		false		        10               It's going to impact all those				false

		1417						LN		55		11		false		        11      semi-trucks.  And they have to back up, unload.  I				false

		1418						LN		55		12		false		        12      don't want it.  I already had enough, and I have to				false

		1419						LN		55		13		false		        13      deal with this since I was born, because my parents				false

		1420						LN		55		14		false		        14      have lived in that house since 1977.				false

		1421						LN		55		15		false		        15               So I am already used to the noise of the				false

		1422						LN		55		16		false		        16      trucks.  I don't want no more.  I don't want it to				false

		1423						LN		55		17		false		        17      go under.  I don't want it to go on top.  We've				false

		1424						LN		55		18		false		        18      already had enough with so much stuff going on,				false

		1425						LN		55		19		false		        19      destroying our mother nature.				false

		1426						LN		55		20		false		        20               And to top it off, when is it going to get				false

		1427						LN		55		21		false		        21      fixed?  You already saw what happened to the bridge				false

		1428						LN		55		22		false		        22      on Sixth Street.  People are going to be on the				false

		1429						LN		55		23		false		        23      Metro and start destroying it (speaking in				false

		1430						LN		55		24		false		        24      Spanish.)				false

		1431						LN		55		25		false		        25               It's all trash.  People are going to,				false

		1432						PG		56		0		false		page 56				false

		1433						LN		56		1		false		         1      little by little, start graffiti.  No, thank you.				false

		1434						LN		56		2		false		         2      I don't want people from outside coming over here,				false

		1435						LN		56		3		false		         3      and I don't want any people from here -- because				false

		1436						LN		56		4		false		         4      I'm not saying that all the angels are here in				false

		1437						LN		56		5		false		         5      Montebello.  There are some bad ones, too.  I don't				false

		1438						LN		56		6		false		         6      want them to cause problems in other sides of the				false

		1439						LN		56		7		false		         7      city.				false

		1440						LN		56		8		false		         8               If you guys want a Metro, do it downtown.				false

		1441						LN		56		9		false		         9      If you want that to look like New York, go for it.				false

		1442						LN		56		10		false		        10      But not Commerce, not Montebello, not anything in				false

		1443						LN		56		11		false		        11      this area.  I'm sorry.				false

		1444						LN		56		12		false		        12               MS. ARELLANO:  Thank you for your				false

		1445						LN		56		13		false		        13      comments.  That is our last speaker officially that				false

		1446						LN		56		14		false		        14      we've received a request-to-speak card.  The public				false

		1447						LN		56		15		false		        15      hearing is still open until 12:00 noon today.				false

		1448						LN		56		16		false		        16               So as you continue to talk to our staff,				false

		1449						LN		56		17		false		        17      view the information, have an interest in speaking				false

		1450						LN		56		18		false		        18      verbally in front of the audience, please still				false

		1451						LN		56		19		false		        19      fill out the speaker card.  Public hearing is still				false

		1452						LN		56		20		false		        20      open, and we will be here until noon to receive				false

		1453						LN		56		21		false		        21      your verbal comment.				false

		1454						LN		56		22		false		        22               Of course, as we've already stated, if you				false

		1455						LN		56		23		false		        23      prefer, you can speak directly to the court				false

		1456						LN		56		24		false		        24      reporter and provide your verbal comment that way				false

		1457						LN		56		25		false		        25      of any length, as well as the written public				false

		1458						PG		57		0		false		page 57				false

		1459						LN		57		1		false		         1      comment card.				false

		1460						LN		57		2		false		         2               Let me reemphasize that a public comment				false

		1461						LN		57		3		false		         3      period is intended for anyone from the public to				false

		1462						LN		57		4		false		         4      comment on this project until Monday, August 29th.				false

		1463						LN		57		5		false		         5      That is a very specific public comment period where				false

		1464						LN		57		6		false		         6      we are encouraging folks to come forward with your				false

		1465						LN		57		7		false		         7      thoughts and opinions specific to this				false

		1466						LN		57		8		false		         8      environmental document.  It's a very important part				false

		1467						LN		57		9		false		         9      of the process.				false

		1468						LN		57		10		false		        10               The speakers who have already spoken so				false

		1469						LN		57		11		false		        11      far, we thank you for your comments.  We would like				false

		1470						LN		57		12		false		        12      more of them in any way from anyone else as well				false

		1471						LN		57		13		false		        13      today.				false

		1472						LN		57		14		false		        14               12:00 noon is our cutoff time, so please				false

		1473						LN		57		15		false		        15      feel free to roam around the room, talk to our				false

		1474						LN		57		16		false		        16      staff.				false

		1475						LN		57		17		false		        17               A couple of people had questions in your				false

		1476						LN		57		18		false		        18      comment.  I would encourage you to go to the staff				false

		1477						LN		57		19		false		        19      and ask questions.  It is not part of the formal				false

		1478						LN		57		20		false		        20      record, but it would help your education of the				false

		1479						LN		57		21		false		        21      project.				false

		1480						LN		57		22		false		        22               Again, please fill out a speaker form if				false

		1481						LN		57		23		false		        23      you are interested in still speaking until				false

		1482						LN		57		24		false		        24      12:00 noon today.  Thank you very much.				false

		1483						LN		57		25		false		        25               MR. CORONA:  Thank you, Genoveva.				false

		1484						PG		58		0		false		page 58				false

		1485						LN		58		1		false		         1               So there is one other slide that I want to				false

		1486						LN		58		2		false		         2      go over before we move on, but we do encourage you				false

		1487						LN		58		3		false		         3      to please provide your comments here.  And, again,				false

		1488						LN		58		4		false		         4      we want to ensure that you do have the ability to				false

		1489						LN		58		5		false		         5      speak to folks.				false

		1490						LN		58		6		false		         6               So, again, you can provide comments.  The				false

		1491						LN		58		7		false		         7      way you can is listed up here, as we've been				false

		1492						LN		58		8		false		         8      stating through the meeting.  You can do it in				false

		1493						LN		58		9		false		         9      writing.  You can provide it to us.  You can go				false

		1494						LN		58		10		false		        10      online to metro.net/eastsidecomments, and you can				false

		1495						LN		58		11		false		        11      do it online and it will take you to an electronic				false

		1496						LN		58		12		false		        12      comment form.				false

		1497						LN		58		13		false		        13               You can call our phone number,				false

		1498						LN		58		14		false		        14      (213)922-3012, or you can do so here in the public				false

		1499						LN		58		15		false		        15      hearing.  Again, we're going to close this part.				false

		1500						LN		58		16		false		        16      Again, you can go up to our court reporter.  Please				false

		1501						LN		58		17		false		        17      speak loudly and clearly so she can take your				false

		1502						LN		58		18		false		        18      comments down.  And you can do that until noon				false

		1503						LN		58		19		false		        19      today.				false

		1504						LN		58		20		false		        20               I do want to emphasize a couple of things.				false

		1505						LN		58		21		false		        21      We do have stations back here for somebody who has				false

		1506						LN		58		22		false		        22      specific questions you need answers to.  Station 2				false

		1507						LN		58		23		false		        23      is an overview.				false

		1508						LN		58		24		false		        24               Station 3, which is outside, is the				false

		1509						LN		58		25		false		        25      environmental process with Station 2.				false

		1510						PG		59		0		false		page 59				false

		1511						LN		59		1		false		         1               And Station 4 outside is a draft				false

		1512						LN		59		2		false		         2      Environmental Impact Report information.				false

		1513						LN		59		3		false		         3               And when you come back in here, Station 5				false

		1514						LN		59		4		false		         4      has maps, and it provides that information				false

		1515						LN		59		5		false		         5      available for you.				false

		1516						LN		59		6		false		         6               And then Station 6 is an opportunity to				false

		1517						LN		59		7		false		         7      provide comments.				false

		1518						LN		59		8		false		         8               I believe if you have questions, you want				false

		1519						LN		59		9		false		         9      to see -- zoom in on the maps, see where certain				false

		1520						LN		59		10		false		        10      things are, like the maintenance and storage				false

		1521						LN		59		11		false		        11      facility, we will have staff that can show you				false

		1522						LN		59		12		false		        12      specifically where certain parts of the alignment				false

		1523						LN		59		13		false		        13      are.  We want to make sure that you understand				false

		1524						LN		59		14		false		        14      where each station is so that you can go get your				false

		1525						LN		59		15		false		        15      questions answered.				false

		1526						LN		59		16		false		        16               So with that, I'm going to close this part				false

		1527						LN		59		17		false		        17      of the presentation, and I now invite you to go and				false

		1528						LN		59		18		false		        18      speak to staff and we will be at each station.				false

		1529						LN		59		19		false		        19               I also want to acknowledge and thank you				false

		1530						LN		59		20		false		        20      again you for being here.  Mark Reyes is here, and				false

		1531						LN		59		21		false		        21      Mr. Feldman.  So again, thank you both for being				false

		1532						LN		59		22		false		        22      here and I thank you all for joining us this				false

		1533						LN		59		23		false		        23      morning, and I hope you have a great rest of your				false

		1534						LN		59		24		false		        24      morning.  Thanks again.				false

		1535						LN		59		25		false		        25                       *    *    *    *    *				false

		1536						PG		60		0		false		page 60				false

		1537						LN		60		1		false		         1               MS. CLIFT:  My name is Enerina,				false

		1538						LN		60		2		false		         2      E-N-E-R-I-N-A Clift, C-L-I F-T.				false

		1539						LN		60		3		false		         3               My question is:  Why don't let the				false

		1540						LN		60		4		false		         4      residents of Pico Rivera knowing about this prior?				false
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         3
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         6



         7               MS. REYES:  We do not approve of having



         8      the Metro run through Washington Boulevard, even if



         9      it's on top or bottom.  My parents -- they're not



        10      here.  They're out of town, but we all disapprove



        11      of that.  It will make more traffic.  It's not



        12      good.  It's not safe.



        13               These trucks -- sometimes, when they move



        14      to unload, to off-load, pick up, everything that



        15      they have to do, sometimes they go all the way



        16      across to the other side of the opposite direction,



        17      because they have to, like, you know, fix



        18      themselves so they can enter properly.  So it's



        19      just going to be more traffic.



        20               I mean, yes, it has three lanes running



        21      east and west; correct?  But even if you take out



        22      one of the spaces and you leave two lanes, you're



        23      going to make it more congested because the



        24      5 Freeway is nearby, and I work on 30 and Broadway



        25      at a school, so I drive all the way down
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         1      Washington.  It's two lanes.  It's traffic.  So



         2      when there's a bad accident on the 5 Freeway,



         3      everybody takes the Washington exit, and then that



         4      makes it even more congested.



         5               One time there was an accident on the 5,



         6      and just to get through Atlantic Boulevard to



         7      Telegraph, it was 20 minutes.



         8               So I could just imagine if that rail is



         9      there and there's an accident nearby the 5 or



        10      anywhere in the street, it's not going to be good



        11      for us.



        12               Plus, let's put it this way.  We're



        13      already breathing toxic from the trucks, so why add



        14      more?  My name is Eugenia, and I live on the south



        15      side, so I live near Washington.



        16



        17                       *    *    *    *    *



        18



        19               MR. CORONA:  Let me introduce myself.  My



        20      name is Tito Corona, metro community relations



        21      manager on the Eastside Phase 2 project.  Thank you



        22      all for joining us.



        23               Before I move forward, I do want to make



        24      one announcement in Spanish for our



        25      Spanish-speaking audience.
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         1               (Speaking in Spanish.)



         2               MR. CORONA:  So, again, thank you for



         3      joining us.  This is the draft Environmental Impact



         4      Report hearing where we will be taking official



         5      comments on the draft Environmental Impact Report



         6      for the Eastside Phase 2 Transit Corridor project.



         7               This is a great opportunity for you to



         8      provide comments.  This is not the only way to



         9      provide comments.  If you know some folks that were



        10      not able to join us, you can also provide comments



        11      online.  You can also provide it by calling our



        12      phone line, or you can also provide the comments in



        13      writing.



        14               We have comment cards to my right and your



        15      left as well as another way, if you're not



        16      comfortable speaking in public.  Those are the



        17      options that you have here.



        18               But you can also do that anytime



        19      throughout the comment period through August 29th.



        20      So you have plenty of time if you have more



        21      comments that come to mind after today's meeting.



        22               This is the second of three in-person



        23      meetings.  We might say four, but this is a -- we



        24      had East L.A. last week.  This morning we are here



        25      in Montebello.  We will have a virtual meeting
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         1      in -- online, but will also be able to view it at



         2      the Pico Rivera council chambers if you would like



         3      to have in-person viewing.



         4               And then we will have our fourth and final



         5      meeting in the city of Whittier.  So once again,



         6      thank you all for joining us.



         7               And let me go over what we have here with



         8      our agenda, but before we do that, I do want to



         9      acknowledge some folks in the audience, some



        10      elected staff that I see.



        11               I recognize your eyes, Ben Feldman's eyes



        12      from the office of Hilda Solis.  Thank you, Ben,



        13      for joining us.



        14               And, again, thank you all for being here.



        15      If there are any elected staff, please provide your



        16      card or information, but, again, I do not recognize



        17      additional staff at this moment, but I will come



        18      back as well, if needed.



        19               So as you noted, at the beginning when you



        20      arrived, we were doing the open house.  This was



        21      the opportunity to go and speak with staff one on



        22      one at any of the stations that we have here about



        23      certain aspects of the project, also to get



        24      questions answered.  That's the opportunity to get



        25      your questions answered if you seek immediate





                                                                                6

�









         1      responses.



         2               When we do the hearing and we take your



         3      comments today, we will not be responding in



         4      person, but the responses will be in the following



         5      environmental document.  That's how the process



         6      works under the California Environmental Quality



         7      Act, also known as CEQA, how we do these hearings.



         8               Additionally, we will be taking comments



         9      and recording them with the assistance of the court



        10      reporter that we have to my right again, your left.



        11      So everything that is being said is being



        12      documented as well.



        13               You will have a minute and 30 seconds to



        14      provide your comments.  If you need additional



        15      time, again, we will have comment cards, and we



        16      will have additional opportunities after we close



        17      the hearing.



        18               So once we are -- now that we've finished



        19      with the open house, we will have a project



        20      overview, and that will be done by our project



        21      manager, Jenny Cristales-Cevallos, who will be



        22      doing that portion of the presentation.



        23               Once Jenny is done, we will have Jaime



        24      Guzman, who will be doing the draft environmental



        25      highlights, and the technical information will be
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         1      provided there.



         2               Once Jaime is done, we will come back.



         3      I'll provide a brief update on where we are in the



         4      process, and then we will begin the formal hearing,



         5      and the formal hearing will be done and conducted



         6      by our hearing officer, Genoveva Arellano, who is



         7      over here to my right and your left as well.



         8               And then after she has concluded the



         9      hearing, I will come back and close the meeting.



        10      And we will commence, again, with the open house to



        11      have dialogue one on one with folks.



        12               So with that, let me start by introducing



        13      the project manager, Jenny Cristales-Cevallos, who



        14      will take you through the next steps of the



        15      process.



        16               MS. CRISTALES-CEVALLOS:  Good morning,



        17      everyone.  I want to take the opportunity real



        18      quickly to introduce the teams that we have out



        19      here so that if we were to move into the open house



        20      again, you'll know who to go to if you have any



        21      questions specifically about the project.



        22               So I want to introduce the Metro team real



        23      quick.  You met Tito.



        24               But we also have Dolores Roybal-Sotelo in



        25      the back.  She is our deputy executive officer.
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         1               And we also have, Eve Moir, who is our



         2      deputy project manager.



         3               And we have our technical teams and Sara



         4      Schurtz, who is also from Metro.



         5               And so we have AECOM, CDM Smith.  They are



         6      here to answer any questions as it relates to the



         7      project or any impacts if you want a quick tutorial



         8      on our environment document.



         9               So you guys can raise your hands, those



        10      who are on the environmental team.  Great.



        11               And then also we have Cordova at HMTV who



        12      worked on the engineering aspects.  So there are



        13      specific design elements.  If you'd like to



        14      understand or have questions about, we have Melissa



        15      Pena from Cordova, and then we have Shereene from



        16      HMTV.



        17               So once again, if we have an opportunity



        18      to go back into the open house and you have those



        19      specific questions, feel free.



        20               And then also our great outreach team,



        21      Arellano Associates, are also very well-versed on



        22      the overall project and can help answer any of your



        23      questions.



        24               So I'm going to hopefully do this in a



        25      brief format, but I want to thank everybody for
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         1      coming out.  Definitely, this is a community



         2      process and an involved process, so we look forward



         3      to hearing your comments and questions during the



         4      public hearing.  And once again, those questions



         5      and comments will be answered in the final



         6      environmental document.



         7               So this project is a voter-approved



         8      measure and project, the Eastside Phase 2 and so



         9      per the Measure M ordinance, we are looking to



        10      receive funding for this project in 2009 [sic]



        11      right where you see construction.



        12               Now, there's still a lot of work that



        13      still needs to happen prior to getting to that



        14      year.  We're right now in the environmental



        15      document phase, which is -- we released a draft --



        16      environmental document out for public review.



        17               Then we'll go to the board for the board



        18      to select a locally preferred alternative, and then



        19      go into the final environment document, which will



        20      anticipate final environmental clearance for this



        21      project in 2023.



        22               From there, the current design that we



        23      have right now that's also included in the



        24      environmental document is about 15 percent design.



        25      So there's still a lot more design to happen before
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         1      we get to that 2029 date for construction.  But



         2      ultimately, the board needs to approve the project.



         3               This project is a high-priority project



         4      for our board.  Essentially, there's a list of 2028



         5      projects for the Olympics.  In particular, Eastside



         6      Phase 2 is one of the three rail projects that's a



         7      priority.  So the board could advance this project



         8      so that it could be opened by 2028.



         9               So the project alternatives -- these are



        10      the project alternatives being studied in the



        11      environmental document, including the no project.



        12               So the project -- currently, Alternative 1



        13      is the Washington full-proposed project, which is



        14      approximately 9 miles to the city of Whittier.



        15               And so what the project entails is at



        16      Atlantic and Pomona, we would relocate that station



        17      to be an underground station, and we have design



        18      options for that, either covered or open, meaning



        19      one that would be fully covered and then there --



        20      an example of an open station is Memorial Park in



        21      Pasadena.



        22               From there, the project travels



        23      underground to Atlantic and Whittier, to also the



        24      Citadel and Commerce.



        25               From there we go into an aerial
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         1      configuration.  What that means is that essentially



         2      the project would be -- the train would be on a --



         3      up in the air with columns, essentially.  And that



         4      would continue into the city of Montebello in an



         5      aerial configuration along with the Greenwood



         6      station.



         7               From there, it would proceed at grade to



         8      the city of Whittier with three stations, which is



         9      the Rosemead, Norwalk, and Lambert station.



        10               There are design options, as mentioned.



        11      Atlantic and Pomona, we're looking at a station



        12      design option.



        13               And then also we're looking at design



        14      options in the city of Montebello.  We will still



        15      maintain coming out of Commerce into an aerial



        16      configuration.  It would go at grade a little



        17      sooner, meaning street level, and including



        18      Greenwood station would be at street level as well.



        19               So that's a design option that's being



        20      studied in the environmental document, and as we



        21      select the locally preferred alternative, we'll



        22      look to see what that determination means and what



        23      we hear from the community as well.



        24               The other two alternatives is the IOS to



        25      Commerce, which is 3.2 miles.  Essentially, it
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         1      follows the same route, but would terminate there



         2      at Commerce and Citadel and also access to the



         3      Maintenance Storage Facility site, which I'll talk



         4      about in the next slide.



         5               Alternative 3 is IOS to Greenwood.  Again,



         6      that's approximately 4.6 miles to -- from the



         7      existing terminus at Atlantic and Pomona to



         8      Greenwood.  And once again, this is still



         9      considering the design options and also Maintenance



        10      Storage Facility site.



        11               Jaime will talk a little bit more about



        12      how the -- what alternatives are being studied as



        13      well, so he'll provide a little bit more detail on



        14      that.



        15               So the Maintenance Storage Facility site



        16      options -- these are site options that are being



        17      considered in the environmental document as part of



        18      a light-rail extension project.  We have to



        19      identify Maintenance Storage Facility sites.



        20               In this case, what we've identified are



        21      sites that are industrial, where the Maintenance



        22      Storage Facility site could blend in.



        23               The one that's being considered is one in



        24      Commerce, which -- this can store up to about



        25      100 light-rail vehicles.  Again, that's between a
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         1      DB, saber, fleet, and we would also have lead



         2      tracks, meaning tracks that would guide the train



         3      into the Maintenance Storage Facility site.



         4               The second option that's being considered



         5      is the Montebello Maintenance Storage Facility



         6      site, and that also is within industrial areas, and



         7      that's between Yates and, I believe -- and Vail.



         8               And so this is approximately about



         9      30 acres and would store about 120 light-rail



        10      vehicles.



        11               So once again, these are options that are



        12      being studied.  One or the other would be selected,



        13      not both.  So one would move forward into the final



        14      environmental document as well.



        15               So this -- June 30th, we released the



        16      Environmental Impact Report; basically, the draft



        17      EIR, and that is in compliance with the California



        18      environmentally -- Environmental Quality Act.



        19               So as I move forward, this is the state



        20      law that we call CEQA, and essentially, the project



        21      has been analyzed using CEQA law and the CEQA



        22      thresholds.



        23               So what it evaluates is long-term and



        24      short-term impacts.  So we look at construction



        25      impacts, which are temporary impacts.  And then we
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         1      look at operational impacts, which would be the



         2      long-term.  And then cumulative impacts.  We have



         3      to get an understanding of all the different



         4      projects that are also out there so that we can



         5      evaluate that and look at the nearby project



         6      impacts as well.



         7               So through the document, you'll see that



         8      we have to create what is a baseline to evaluate



         9      and do the analysis, and what we're doing is



        10      looking at what exists today.



        11               And so we use 2019 to ensure that we have



        12      something that is more of a typical day versus what



        13      the pandemic brought forward.  So we're using 2019.



        14               Another key thing that we reanalyzed in



        15      the draft environmental document, once again, is



        16      our grade-crossing policy analysis.  And I've been



        17      asked many questions in terms of why does a project



        18      go either at grade or underground or aerial?



        19               So we conduct a grade-crossing policy



        20      analysis across all of our projects to apply this



        21      equally, and that is for us to get an understanding



        22      of whether the project could go at grade or if it



        23      needs to be grade separated.



        24               So that analysis was redone once again for



        25      this draft environmental document.
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         1               Also, other items considered, which -- I



         2      see a lot of familiar faces here that were also



         3      involved in the scoping.  We did scoping, and we've



         4      held community meetings from here from 2019, when



         5      we reinitiated the environmental document, and



         6      those are also being considered as well.



         7               Key things that we also include are best



         8      management practices.  Metro has been building



         9      projects for quite some time, and we want to ensure



        10      that we're taking those lessons learned.  And also



        11      feasible mitigation measures.



        12               So just to provide a quick overview on the



        13      document itself, we know that it's a very dense,



        14      very voluminous document, but we want to ensure



        15      that through these meetings, these public hearings,



        16      you'll know where to go to find some of this



        17      information.



        18               So our document -- again, it's very



        19      lengthy, but it has quite a bit of information



        20      where you can go to look for specific items that



        21      you're most interested in.  So hopefully this slide



        22      helps you with that.



        23               So we have an executive summary, which



        24      basically summarizes the document itself, project



        25      description, which defines all the specific
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         1      elements.



         2               And then the key chapter is Chapter 3, the



         3      Environmental Evaluation.  This is where you'll see



         4      all the topics.  So if you have a specific interest



         5      in transportation, you can go to the Transportation



         6      Section, 3.14, and go through that.



         7               Also, if you have a specific concern about



         8      air quality or noise, in Chapter 3, that's where



         9      you will find the sections where you would want to



        10      look for information related to the impacts of the



        11      project.



        12               We also do other CEQA considerations and a



        13      comparison of alternatives for those that have a



        14      real interest in understanding the various



        15      alternatives, such as the difference between



        16      Alternative 1, 2, and 3.



        17               Also, the no project and why we did not



        18      study the transportation management systems



        19      alternative.  That information is covered in



        20      Chapter 5.



        21               And also the public outreach -- we have an



        22      extensive chapter there.



        23               One of the other key things that's also



        24      attached to this is our advanced conceptual



        25      engineering drawings.  That's where you can get to
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         1      know the project a little further in terms of



         2      design.



         3               So we want to break down a little further



         4      the section within Chapter 3, and that's because,



         5      once again, the information is pretty dense, but,



         6      again, we're hoping that these slides will help get



         7      a better understanding.



         8               So this is an example of the



         9      Transportation and Traffic section, and what we



        10      include there is a regulatory framework.  We



        11      identify specifically either the state laws or



        12      local ordinances.  We basically look at every



        13      aspect in terms of regulatory framework that we



        14      have to comply with.



        15               Then we have our Methodology section,



        16      which is how we looked at the data, how we analyze



        17      it, how we're going to analyze it, and how the



        18      impacts are identified.



        19               Then the Thresholds of Significance,



        20      that's the important piece.  That's where CEQA, the



        21      California state law, breaks down exactly each



        22      topic and what are -- does this project impact this



        23      resource?



        24               And so that's where we need to do the



        25      analysis and plug that in.  And that information is
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         1      clearly listed in our environmental document.



         2               And then the Existing Setting really



         3      speaks to what the local environment looks like in



         4      2019.  And then, again, if you're highly interested



         5      in the impact evaluation, that's in that section



         6      there where we do the analysis and make the



         7      determination of those impacts.



         8               After we've done the impact evaluation,



         9      then we move on to project measures and mitigation



        10      measures.  So these are applicable measures and



        11      mitigations needed for the project, should we



        12      need -- should we have to mitigate certain impacts.



        13               And then significance after mitigation.



        14      So, again, those are determinations that are pretty



        15      important.



        16               Another piece that we added to the



        17      environmental document is a quick summary table



        18      that lists out the -- on the left columns here on



        19      the side, that lists out the CEQA thresholds, those



        20      elements that we base our evaluation on.



        21               And then we have the rows, which shows all



        22      the different alternatives with the different



        23      design options.  And that will let you know of



        24      whether some of these have impacts or not.



        25               So this is a really great resource that's
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         1      included in every section that will give you an



         2      idea of which have impacts, which ones don't, which



         3      ones need mitigation measures, if you want to look



         4      at specific items.



         5               So you've heard me mention project



         6      regulations, project measures, and mitigation



         7      measures, and so as we look at project regulation



         8      standards, this is something that the project must



         9      comply with, which is either our Metro rail design



        10      criteria -- we also have the California Public



        11      Utilities Commission, who looks at all of our grade



        12      crossings to ensure safety.



        13               But also, our MRDC also does the same



        14      thing.



        15               And then Caltrans -- we also coordinate



        16      with Caltrans and the Army Corps of Engineers.  So



        17      there's a lot of regulation, a lot of design and



        18      guidelines that we look at to ensure safety for the



        19      project and overall, again, try to minimize the



        20      amount of impacts to the communities.



        21               And then a mitigation measure, what that



        22      means is essentially a measure or something that we



        23      can do to prevent, reduce, or, again, try to



        24      overall minimize that impact or the environmental



        25      effect that the project may have.
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         1               So some of these, you'll see mitigation



         2      measures, and Jaime will talk a little bit more



         3      about those, because we're going to share some of



         4      those areas where we saw significant unavoidable



         5      impacts.



         6               So going back to the summary table -- and



         7      this is, I think, a good way to understand exactly



         8      where are the significant and unavoidable impacts.



         9      But overall, it lists out all the impacts related



        10      to the project.



        11               Now, what you see here is very typical of



        12      a light-rail project of this size, where we will



        13      identify impacts.  But once again, we will have



        14      less than significant -- or less than significant



        15      with a mitigation measure.



        16               But to pay really close attention, where



        17      we have significant unavoidable are in the cultural



        18      resources.  And Jaime will talk a little bit more



        19      about that.



        20               But as you can see here, the alternative



        21      that is -- alternatives that are affected by the



        22      cultural resources with significant unavoidable are



        23      those that include the Commerce MSF option, because



        24      that's where we've seen some cultural resource



        25      impacts.  But Jaime will talk a little bit more in
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         1      detail.



         2               Then also we have significant unavoidable,



         3      and this is typical when we're going to use a



         4      tunnel-boring machine.  Essentially, it's that big



         5      drill that's going to drill our tunnels through the



         6      segment of the three miles where we go from



         7      Atlantic, Pomona, to Citadel.



         8               And essentially, the tunnel-boring



         9      machine, that's exactly what it does, is that it



        10      starts to drill through the soil, which makes it a



        11      little difficult for us to monitor any resources



        12      that are underground and we'd be able to stop the



        13      machine and look at that.



        14               So that is, essentially, why we have a



        15      significant unavoidable impact there.  But for the



        16      most part, as you can see, the majority is less



        17      than significant at this point.



        18               But this is a good table, again, another



        19      good resource for you.  This is included in the



        20      executive summary to take a look at, so please be



        21      sure that you have an opportunity to go through the



        22      executive summary.



        23               And so with that, I am going to turn it



        24      over to Jaime, because Jaime will go over, again,



        25      some of these significant unavoidable impacts, but
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         1      then also, he's going to speak to some of the



         2      topics that we heard during the community meetings



         3      that we hope we can address and if not, take a look



         4      at your comments through the final environmental



         5      document.  Thank you.



         6               MR. GUZMAN:  Thank you, Jenny.  I thank



         7      everybody, again, for coming out this morning.



         8               As Jenny mentioned, we have looked at the



         9      various topics that we're required to look at by



        10      law under the California Environmental Quality Act.



        11      These are the topics that are evaluated here.



        12               And what I wanted to talk with you about



        13      is some of the impacts that we found to be either



        14      significant and unavoidable, even after mitigation



        15      has been attempted, or other impacts that, as Jenny



        16      mentioned, we have heard the community talk to us



        17      about.



        18               So the first one that I'm going to talk



        19      about a little bit more in detail is the cultural



        20      resources.



        21               Cultural Resources is located in



        22      Section 3.4 of our document, and if you had any



        23      interest in understanding how we came about to this



        24      conclusion in more detail, that's where you would



        25      find this information.
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         1               Now, what -- the resource that we're



         2      looking at, what is the impact?  Well, there is a



         3      potential historic district that is part of the



         4      City of Commerce.  It's an industrial historic



         5      district, and the -- it is not an existing one, so



         6      meaning that it hasn't been evaluated before, but



         7      construction of the maintenance facility in the



         8      city -- in this area of the City of Commerce, would



         9      require acquisition of various properties that may



        10      not necessarily individually be significant, but



        11      they contribute to the overall historic aspect of



        12      this area.



        13               And what we looked at is, well, how --



        14      which alternative impacts this, and what kind of



        15      mitigation there could be to minimize this, if



        16      possible.



        17               So in terms of the alternative, all three



        18      alternatives would impact this resource if the



        19      Commerce yard is selected.  As we mentioned,



        20      there's two options for the maintenance facility



        21      yard, one in Commerce and one in Montebello, and



        22      the one in Montebello, we bypass this area so there



        23      would be no impact to cultural resources.



        24               What we can do in terms of what's legally



        25      required typically of a situation like this is that
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         1      you can document the resource.  You can put signs



         2      or a plaque or some kind of marker that this --



         3      that this district existed, if you do choose to do



         4      this yard.  But because you're still losing the



         5      resource, it's still an impact no matter what.



         6               So that's the conclusion, that it would be



         7      a significant unavoidable impact if the Commerce



         8      yard is selected.



         9               So the way that I've broken this down and



        10      presented it to you now is what we do for every



        11      single resource, for every single element of the



        12      project, and for all the different alternatives.



        13               Another topic that we looked at was the



        14      impacts to the river crossings.  This would be the



        15      river crossing over Rio Hondo and also on the



        16      San Gabriel river.



        17               The current engineering on this plan is to



        18      replace both bridges.  And so the construction of



        19      the new bridge and the footings for that have the



        20      potential to affect the hydrology of the river, and



        21      Hydrology is found in Section 3.9 of the document.



        22               What we looked at is what can we do --



        23      well, which alternatives would affect it?  And in



        24      this particular case, it would be just



        25      Alternative 1, since that's the one that crosses
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         1      both rivers.



         2               What can we do to reduce this?  There are



         3      some best practices, management practices that are



         4      available, just as a general construction, but we



         5      do have mitigation here that we looked at.



         6               We have mitigation for hydrology,



         7      basically, to make sure that the flow of the river



         8      is maintained whenever there is water that's



         9      flowing through it and to try to minimize the



        10      amount of construction that is done during that



        11      time.



        12               In addition to that, we have some



        13      hazardous materials mitigations because we want to



        14      make sure that whatever's being done, in terms of



        15      either too much soil being released, which



        16      increases the sedimentation or how much dirt there



        17      is in the water, doesn't affect the flow.



        18               And then also in case of any chemicals



        19      that are used for construction, that are typical



        20      for construction, that are stored correctly, and



        21      also there is ways to minimize how much get into



        22      the river.



        23               In addition to that, we also looked at --



        24      one of the things that people have asked us a lot



        25      in meetings is:  How is this going to be built?
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         1      Are you going to be closing down the bridges



         2      completely during construction?  And are you going



         3      to be demolishing both of them at the same time?



         4               The engineering on that is still being



         5      worked on, and obviously there's going to be -- at



         6      the end -- before this ever gets constructed, there



         7      are going to be traffic management plans in place,



         8      and we do have that mitigation in our document.



         9               But essentially the plan is to only close



        10      one side of the bridge and build it in sections so



        11      that access on Washington is always maintained.



        12      That does reduce the amount of lanes on the



        13      bridges, but that will still keep the access there,



        14      and they will not likely be constructed at the same



        15      time.



        16               Another big topic that we get a lot of



        17      questions about is noise, and in particular, you



        18      know, what is the noise going to be mitigated



        19      during construction, and also how the noise levels



        20      are going to be during operations.



        21               We've done the analysis based on the



        22      standard noise models and also the noise thresholds



        23      for what is considered severe and moderate impacts.



        24               According to the data that we used from



        25      existing conditions that we compared these
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         1      thresholds to, generally we find that there would



         2      be less than significant impacts.



         3               However, there are some parts of the



         4      alignment where the train will pass in front of



         5      residential uses, and so we looked at those to see



         6      if there could be potential, you know, impacts



         7      there, to those residences, or, you know, other



         8      sensitive areas, as well as schools and other uses



         9      like that.



        10               And generally, we found that based on the



        11      existing noise level, it would be less than



        12      significant.  However, there are portions of a --



        13      of the track work, particularly right before and



        14      after stations, where what are called crossovers



        15      are installed, which is the brakes between tracks



        16      to go from the one set of tracks to the other.  And



        17      those gaps tend to produce a little bit of noise



        18      and vibration that are above some of those



        19      thresholds.



        20               So what we've done -- and this applies to



        21      all alternatives, but in particular, Alternative 1



        22      is where it's going to be in front of some of these



        23      residences.



        24               What we've done as part of our process is



        25      to try to locate those as far away from the
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         1      residences as possible.  Where that wasn't possible



         2      due to engineering constraints, there are some



         3      mitigations that we've asked to be part of the



         4      project, and that includes to use some cushioning



         5      underneath those areas so that there's a reduction



         6      in the vibration and the sound that's produced



         7      there, as well as some of the track materials, to



         8      minimize that noise level from those gaps.



         9               Another very frequently asked question



        10      about the project is related to traffic and the



        11      access for emergency services, in particular, fire,



        12      police, especially during the construction, where a



        13      lot of streets might be detoured or where they may



        14      be down to a couple of lanes.



        15               Now, one of the things that -- and this is



        16      for all alternatives and really for any



        17      construction that happens -- the mitigation



        18      measures that we're looking at are similar to the



        19      ones proposed for traffic during construction, and



        20      that is that we expect that there will be detour



        21      routes.



        22               We're hoping that there won't be any



        23      long-term closures, but before any of that happens,



        24      Metro needs to provide a traffic management plan.



        25      That traffic management plan is run by the cities,
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         1      the individual jurisdictions.  It's run by the



         2      emergency services, as well as stakeholders, so



         3      people that live in the area.  They have a say into



         4      when things happen, how the detours are done.  And



         5      that is hopefully enough to try to mitigate some of



         6      the impacts that could be affected.



         7               But certainly with emergency response



         8      areas -- and this is a -- this graphic is something



         9      that is a detour route around Crenshaw -- a lot of



        10      this information is -- has to be approved by fire



        11      and police departments.  So they will do that in



        12      order to maintain the level of service and the



        13      response times.



        14               Obviously a lot of people are concerned



        15      about the traffic.  As I mentioned, we evaluated



        16      traffic for construction and operations.  Some of



        17      the traffic -- most of -- the majority of the



        18      traffic impacts would be during construction



        19      because of the detour routes.



        20               And as I mentioned, we have the traffic



        21      management plans that we try to utilize to minimize



        22      this that include public input, certainly input



        23      from the police and fire and obviously the



        24      individual councils and the planning departments



        25      that are involved in -- during the construction and
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         1      during operations.



         2               One of the key features of the



         3      Environmental Impact Report that we have is that



         4      the California Environmental Quality Act requires



         5      Metro to select the environmentally superior



         6      alternative that is not the no-project alternative.



         7               As we mentioned before, we are evaluating



         8      the three build alternatives, which are the entire



         9      alignment all the way to Whittier, the shortened



        10      one that goes to Commerce, and then the one that



        11      goes to Greenwood here in Montebello.



        12               As Jenny mentioned, we are not evaluating



        13      the TSM alternative.  The reason for that is



        14      explained in our Chapter 5, which is the



        15      alternatives comparison.  We also have an appendix



        16      that talks about the history of the alternatives,



        17      and that's explained there as well.



        18               But in essence, when the board decided in



        19      2020 to move the SR60 and the combined alternatives



        20      from further evaluation, they also decided to



        21      discontinue the federal process, which is under the



        22      National Environmental Policy Act.



        23               The TSM alternative that was evaluated in



        24      the 2014 document was done so for federal



        25      requirement.  It is not a state requirement to be
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         1      considered.  So once the federal NEPA process was



         2      removed from further evaluation, that was no longer



         3      required to be evaluated.



         4               So, again, the environmentally superior



         5      alternative -- it looks at the three build



         6      alternatives that we have in question.



         7               What that is is it looks at all of the



         8      impacts that have -- that occur for each



         9      alternative, all the old mitigation measures, and



        10      then weighs them against each other.  It



        11      automatically already assumes that all of these



        12      alternatives are going to meet the project



        13      objectives, and typically they do if they are being



        14      evaluated as a complete alternative like we have in



        15      this document.



        16               However, the environmentally superior



        17      alternative that was selected in this document,



        18      which is Alternative 3, which is the one that goes



        19      to Montebello, the shortened version that stops at



        20      Greenwood -- that does not mean that that is what



        21      is going to be selected as the locally preferred



        22      alternative, meaning that that's not the same term.



        23               The locally preferred alternative is



        24      something that the Metro board is going to be



        25      deciding next based on the evaluation of the
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         1      document, but they also take into consideration



         2      other aspects, such as all the comments that we



         3      receive on the document and all the public comments



         4      that we receive during this period, as well as any



         5      description of the project benefits and other



         6      aspects that the board is looking for.



         7               And so while it might be the same one, you



         8      know, for those concerned that it may not -- that



         9      it's not the full alignment, that still is up on --



        10      that's still on the table for the locally preferred



        11      alternative.  This is just a requirement that only



        12      looks at relative impacts and mitigation.



        13               Before we turn it over to the public



        14      hearing, I just wanted to touch base a little bit



        15      about what we're hoping to get from you in terms of



        16      your comments, and also give you some tips on some



        17      of the things that I think are very important to



        18      have comments on or provide us input in, whether



        19      it's today or further down the line.



        20               You know, what we look for, ideally,



        21      obviously, and what we're here for is the



        22      environmental document, so we would like, if you



        23      have any specific comments on the document, to be



        24      as specific as possible.



        25               If you haven't had a chance to look at it
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         1      yet, once you do, we would love to get additional



         2      comments, and we have here the ways that you can



         3      provide those comments.



         4               Also understand that every aspect of



         5      what's in the document is something you can comment



         6      on, and that includes the mitigation measures that



         7      are being proposed.



         8               A lot of times when we -- we don't get



         9      comments on mitigation measures, and I would say



        10      that for a lot of communities, that is the one



        11      place where they could actually have a meaningful



        12      impact on the document and how the project is



        13      constructed.



        14               So I would really look -- you know,



        15      encourage you to look at the mitigation measures at



        16      your leisure.  And once you have some comments on



        17      that, please provide that, because I think it's an



        18      important aspect of what we're trying to do with



        19      your community here.



        20               Once you provide the comments, we will be



        21      having this -- this period ends on August 29th.



        22      You will get the comments.  We will respond to



        23      them.  They will be -- each comment will be



        24      responded to individually, and the comments -- the



        25      responses of that will be placed in the final
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         1      document, which will also be available for review



         2      before the board takes any action on it.



         3               So there's still a lot of opportunities to



         4      make an impact on the project.  I encourage you to



         5      read the document.  I know it's very lengthy.  It



         6      took a while to write it, too.  But we have a lot



         7      of information in there, and we'd love to help you



         8      navigate it, to our staff that's here, after we're



         9      done with the public hearing.  And anytime that you



        10      have any comments on it, please let Metro know, and



        11      we can hopefully help each other out in trying to



        12      navigate the document.



        13               With that, I'll turn it over to you.



        14      Thank you very much.



        15               MR. CORONA:  Thank you, Jaime.



        16               So pretty much what's next after the



        17      meeting, Jaime gave a little bit of update on



        18      what's coming up next.  As he said, we're going to



        19      review the submitted comments and incorporate them



        20      into the public record, and responses will be in



        21      writing on the final Environmental Impact Report



        22      that will be produced, and will be also available



        23      for review once it is completed.



        24               So just like today, we have the draft



        25      Environmental Impact Report for review and comment.
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         1      When we come back -- conclude that part, we will



         2      have the final environmental document for you to



         3      review, and then we will take it to the Metro



         4      board, and that will be where it will be heard and



         5      voted on by the Metro board.



         6               But what is next immediately is to take



         7      the locally preferred alternative selection to the



         8      Metro board later this year.  And, again, that is



         9      not going to be the environmental record that we're



        10      discussing tonight, but more this is just what is



        11      the locally preferred alternative for this project,



        12      as how it will be running through the area.



        13               And then after that, as I said earlier, we



        14      will release the final Environmental Impact Report



        15      for review, and then it will go to the Metro board,



        16      and that will be where it will be decided upon.  So



        17      those are pretty much the next steps.



        18               But right now what we're doing is taking



        19      comments from you, and we will be taking comments



        20      from you both at the hearing here, and we will be



        21      having in person.



        22               You can also submit your comments in



        23      writing.  You can mail it to Jenny



        24      Cristales-Cevallos, the project manager, and



        25      there's a mailing address right there.  You can
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         1      also go online to our electronic public comment



         2      forum, which is metro.net/Eastside comments.



         3               You can also call the project hotline, and



         4      if you prefer to do that verbally not today, you



         5      can call (213)922-3012.  Bilingual staff will be



         6      receiving those e-mails, so if you prefer to leave



         7      your comments there in English or in Spanish, you



         8      can do it there as well.



         9               And we will be having our public comments



        10      today for this presentation.



        11               As I stated earlier in the presentation --



        12      again, some of you may not have heard that or



        13      caught that, this is number two out of four



        14      hearings that we are having.  Three of them are in



        15      person, this is the second in-person one.



        16               Last week we were here in East L.A.  Today



        17      we are in Montebello.  And then it will be online



        18      for meeting number 3 on August 11th.  And that will



        19      also be viewed in person, if you would like to do



        20      it in person, just like you're doing so here, at



        21      the Pico Rivera council chambers.  So where they



        22      are having council meetings in Pico Rivera, you can



        23      go there and view it as well, and that will be on



        24      Thursday, August 11th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.



        25               And then the final meeting, which will be
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         1      in person, will be in Whittier on Wednesday,



         2      August 17th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.



         3               That will be the last time to do it in a



         4      hearing setting.  That doesn't mean that that's the



         5      last of it.  You have until August 29th to provide



         6      the comments.



         7               Now, I must emphasize that the comments



         8      you've provided either here at the hearing or in



         9      writing, or if you call, they're all going to be



        10      weighed the same.  They have the same meaning.  So



        11      it's just a matter of how you feel comfortable and



        12      how you would like to provide your comments for



        13      this project.  So I want to emphasize that part.



        14               Again, if you would like to provide



        15      comments or speak today, make sure you submitted a



        16      speaker card and fill it out and hand it to one of



        17      our staff here, or just raise your hand with it,



        18      and we will pick it up from you.



        19               And as you are writing your comment -- or



        20      your name right now, I'm going to go on to the next



        21      phase of where we are, and we are going to get



        22      close -- we are pretty much going to start the



        23      hearing.  It is 11:05 on Saturday, July 30th, and



        24      we will begin with the hearing.



        25               And I'm going to introduce Genoveva
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         1      Arellano, who will be our hearing officer who will



         2      take you to the next steps.  And as I do that, I



         3      will hand this microphone over to Edna so we can



         4      line up for your comments.



         5               MS. ARELLANO:  Good morning, everyone.



         6      That was a lot of information, very important for



         7      us to all understand the information that is being



         8      provided and where we are in the process.



         9               It's my pleasure today to serve as your



        10      public hearing officer on behalf of Metro.  My name



        11      is Genoveva Arellano.  I'm a member of the outreach



        12      team working with Metro on this very important



        13      project.



        14               I'd like to welcome all of you here today,



        15      and thank you for your participation at today's



        16      public hearing.  It's my pleasure to serve as your



        17      public hearing officer.  My role is to formally



        18      receive your comments and ensure that they are



        19      included as part of our record.



        20               Before we get started with the public



        21      comment period during this hearing, a few



        22      additional reminders about this process.  It's very



        23      important.



        24               First, we are conducting this public



        25      hearing to receive your comments specifically on
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         1      the environmental analysis, alternatives, impacts,



         2      and mitigation measures presented in the draft



         3      Environmental Impact Report for this project.  It's



         4      very specifically on that document.



         5               Your input is very important to us and



         6      will help us continue developing the Metro Eastside



         7      Transit Corridor Phase 2 project.  Your comments



         8      will become part of the official record of the



         9      Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 draft



        10      Environmental Impact Report.



        11               As both Tito, Jenny, and the team have



        12      mentioned, your comments may also be submitted by



        13      mail, the online comment form, or on the help line,



        14      as you see on the screen.



        15               I want to emphasize that the team or I --



        16      we will not be responding to any comments during



        17      this comment period here today as part of the



        18      formal record.  It's a formal environmental



        19      process, and specifically it's done this way so



        20      that the team has an opportunity to read and



        21      understand your comment and respond to it



        22      thoroughly as part of the final Environmental



        23      Impact Report.



        24               As we mentioned, this is a draft document.



        25      We will get to the final later.  As part of that
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         1      document, that's where your comments will be



         2      responded to thoroughly.



         3               Responses to your comments will be



         4      provided in that final document.  Please visit the



         5      website for more information about the process or



         6      the project, and you see that here.



         7               Now, to get started on the comment period



         8      this morning, a few reminders:  We will continue to



         9      show this slide on the screen as a reminder of how



        10      you can provide your comment to us today, or



        11      anytime until Monday, August 29th.



        12               Please point that out in your calendar.



        13      Share that with neighbors and friends.  We welcome



        14      your comments anytime in any method until Monday,



        15      October -- excuse me -- Monday, August 29th.  That



        16      is a final cutoff date for the 60-day comment



        17      period.



        18               It needs to happen very specifically that



        19      way so that the team then can move forward with



        20      responding to comments.  So it's important that you



        21      do so by then.



        22               You can submit your oral comments today by



        23      completing the speaker card.  A few of you have



        24      already filled out the speaker card.  Please use



        25      this so that we can call on you in order, which is
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         1      what I'll be doing in just a moment.



         2               You will have 90 seconds to say -- state



         3      your verbal comment and no longer.  We are here



         4      today until 12:00 noon to provide plenty of



         5      opportunity for anyone else to provide verbal



         6      comment, or you can also do it directly with the



         7      court reporter, who is here today until 12:00 noon.



         8               The remainder of the day we would like to



         9      use -- if we have no further comments from anyone,



        10      is to resume the open house where you can actually



        11      talk to staff directly, if you have any questions



        12      or other concerns.



        13               Just as a reminder, your conversations



        14      with staff are not part of the formal record.  If



        15      you would like to submit a formal comment, you need



        16      to do so today verbally or through our court



        17      reporter or in a comment form.



        18               This is the comment form in writing



        19      (indicating).  Each of you received one when you



        20      came in.  So this is the alternative way if you are



        21      not interested in speaking verbally for you to



        22      provide your comment to us today.



        23               You may also provide oral comments



        24      directly to the court reporter, as I mentioned,



        25      again, until 12:00 noon.
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         1               We also have a Spanish interpreter who



         2      will provide translation of the comments during



         3      this hearing and provide any personal assistance in



         4      submitting an oral comment.



         5               Again, we are here to listen to your



         6      comments, but we will not be responding to them



         7      directly.  Again, oral comments will be limited to



         8      90 seconds, and we will have a timer on the screen



         9      and a little alarm that will go off to make sure



        10      that we all can know that the time has expired.



        11               We request that you please be respectful



        12      to us and to each other during this hearing and



        13      especially during your verbal comment.



        14               I will call on the first three speakers to



        15      give you some time to gather your thoughts.  And



        16      after every speaker, I will call on the next one to



        17      make sure that you're ready.  This will ensure that



        18      we go through the speakers in order and to give you



        19      enough time to go forward.



        20               I will be announcing -- actually, when you



        21      come forward, please state yourself, your first



        22      name and your last name and your zip code so we can



        23      identify you, and also share with us if you



        24      represent any organization.  That would be helpful.



        25               With that, I think we're ready to begin
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         1      receiving formal comments.  For your information, I



         2      have received three comments so far.  Again, if



         3      anyone has not submitted a speaker card, please do



         4      so.  Our staff will come around to pick those up.



         5               Great.  We have a few more.



         6               The first three speakers, in this order,



         7      are Jesse Garcia, Edmond Veloz, and Esther Selis.



         8               So if I can ask Jesse Garcia to be the



         9      first one up.  Edna will be handing you the



        10      microphone.  And if you can, again, state your name



        11      and your organization, if you have one, and we



        12      welcome you to give us your public comment.



        13               Thank you, Jesse.



        14               MR. GARCIA:  Thank you.  My name's Jesse



        15      Garcia.  I live at 90640 zip code.



        16               So presently you have a $3 billion



        17      project.  It is 9.4 miles, more or less, so I run



        18      to the office of 10 miles.  That's about



        19      $300 million per mile that will be spent.



        20               Now, the cost of ridership is $1.75.  Max



        21      occupancy is at 405 passengers, which will never



        22      happen.  So I rounded this to 250.  That's 125



        23      passengers per train.  That's roughly about



        24      $1,304.50 every hour.



        25               It says it's going to run for 24/7.  It's
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         1      not going to happen, so I rounded that to ten



         2      hours.  That's roughly $13,125 per day.  In a



         3      30-day time frame, that's $393,750.  In one year,



         4      that's 4,000,750.



         5               In order to pay back the principal of



         6      $3 billion, that's 52 years; okay?



         7               And, again, this is at the 10,000-foot



         8      level.  I didn't put in any other variables.  With



         9      something of the scope of this size, the nature and



        10      scope, it's a lot.



        11               So basically, if I were to present this to



        12      my manager, he would throw me out of his office.



        13      And I am a product manager, a program manager in my



        14      past life.



        15               So in order for this to be paid off in



        16      five years -- every company wants their principal



        17      to be paid back in five years, ridership would have



        18      to increase to $14 per head.



        19               Now, the reason we can do this, it's



        20      public money.  It is all public money.



        21               MS. ARELLANO:  Jesse, thank you for your



        22      comment.



        23               Next, we have Edmond Veloz.  Following



        24      Edmond, Esther Selis.  Following Esther, Sandra,



        25      who is a resident.  So hopefully, Sandra, you can
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         1      tell us when you come on up.



         2               Edmond, go right ahead.



         3               MR. VELOZ:  Okay.  I'm going to read



         4      something to you.



         5               My name is Edmond Veloz.  I live in 90640,



         6      Montebello.  I'm going to read something to you



         7      directly.  These are Jenny Cristales-Cevallos's own



         8      words from the Whittier meeting last -- in 2019.



         9      It says here:



        10                    "So all these elements need to go



        11               through the public review process and



        12               the elemental process down to when we



        13               identify the locally preferred



        14               alternative.  So this is currently the



        15               purpose and need of the project.



        16                    "Again, we are soliciting input



        17               to ensure this purpose meets the --



        18               meets the community's needs and



        19               concerns."



        20               We are local here.  These are the locally



        21      preferred alternatives.  TSM, electric buses.



        22      That's what we want.  There's 1,235 -- 1,250 names



        23      here, and we have over 1,600 now.



        24               This is the locally preferred alternative.



        25      This is what we want, not what they want.  This is
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         1      all they want.  We've never been involved in the



         2      project, whether you know it or not.



         3               The Montebello city council has this, and



         4      so does the Metro have this, yet they don't want to



         5      acknowledge any of this.



         6               Folks, you're being -- you're being --



         7      you're being robbed today, and they're filling you



         8      with 20 years full of cow manure today to tell you,



         9      oh, you matter.



        10               You don't matter.  Not one bit.  Thank



        11      you.



        12               MS. ARELLANO:  Edmond, thank you for your



        13      comments.  And if there's anything in writing that



        14      you would like to leave with us for additional



        15      comments, you are all welcome to do so with your



        16      comments.



        17               Next, we have Esther Selis.  Following



        18      Esther, Sandra.  And following Sandra, Jorge



        19      Martinez.



        20               MS. SOLIS:  Hello.  My name is Esther



        21      Solis.  I live in Pico Rivera.  I am very glad to



        22      be here for this presentation.  But they haven't



        23      even mentioned Pico Rivera.



        24               We are over 65,000 residents.  On the map



        25      top side, you see the stations.  You see all the





                                                                               47

�









         1      way coming down from East L.A. and Commerce.  They



         2      go all the way over to Washington and Whittier by



         3      the PIH hospital.  They don't show you the part of



         4      Pico Rivera.



         5               Pico Rivera starts on Rosemead, which is



         6      very important with all our commercial industries



         7      there.  We have all our shopping centers.  They



         8      would be affected.  They were affected all through



         9      COVID and lost so much money.  Now they're going to



        10      be affected by having all the construction on that



        11      street.  They're not going to allow the trucks to



        12      come through.



        13               We have many trucks, Commerce, going



        14      through.  Where are those trucks going to go?



        15      They're going to go on Slauson, which is going to



        16      impact Slauson.  We have Passons and Washington



        17      over there by Rancho High School and Rivera Middle



        18      School that has over 45,000 children crossing both



        19      ways.



        20               The safety of our children is in jeopardy.



        21      They're telling me they:  Oh, they can stop



        22      quickly.



        23               They cannot stop quickly.  When you stand



        24      there and look at them, you've got 100 to 200 kids



        25      crossing both ways.  It's a safety issue.
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         1               And we have homes, homes from Rosemead all



         2      the way down to the 65 Freeway.  The homes are



         3      there.  How are you going to affect them with the



         4      staging sections?  Where are they going to be?  How



         5      is our community going to be taken care of?  It's



         6      65,000 residents and we had to fight for the



         7      in-house meeting in the city council.



         8               MS. ARELLANO:  Esther, thank you very much



         9      for your comment.



        10               Next, we have Sandra.  Following Sandra,



        11      we have Jorge Martinez.  After Jorge will be Marina



        12      Martinez.



        13               Sandra, please go ahead.



        14               MS. SANDOVAL:  Hi.  My name is Sandra.  My



        15      zip code is 90022.  I'm from --



        16               MS. ARELLANO:  Excuse me.  Can you repeat



        17      your last name?



        18               MS. SANDOVAL:  Sandra Sandoval.  East L.A.



        19               My comment is that -- well, I have a



        20      question.  You mentioned the rail yard.  Could you



        21      please tell me where that rail yard is?  Is it the



        22      old train station?



        23               You probably can't answer my question, but



        24      I would hate to have those old historic trains torn



        25      down.  So if you're going to build a yard at the
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         1      old train station, I'd like to know where it's at.



         2      Is it in the City of Commerce, and which rail



         3      station is it?  Because I don't think you need to



         4      be tearing down our old historic buildings.



         5               And my only comment is you need to build



         6      subways.  I'm just against light rail.  The red



         7      cars, yellow cars, they've been gone for more than



         8      50 years.  You know, we've adjusted to cars.



         9      They've built freeways, so everybody's used to the



        10      cars.  People are not going to stop buying cars.



        11               So you if you want to build rail, you need



        12      to be underground.  So I am for subway.  If we need



        13      to wait 50 years -- because we already did -- wait



        14      another 100 years, then go ahead.  We may never see



        15      another subway all the way to Orange County, but we



        16      need subways.



        17               So I am all for the subways.  Please do



        18      not be creating more traffic, because I rode the



        19      Eastside Gold Line every day for work and it was



        20      empty.  I was the only person -- maybe two people



        21      on the entire train going to Pasadena alone at



        22      6:00 o'clock in the morning.  No one else was on



        23      the train other than me and one other person on the



        24      Pasadena Gold Line.  Thank you.



        25               MS. ARELLANO:  Thank you, Sandra.
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         1               Next, we have Jorge Martinez.  Following



         2      Jorge, Maria Martinez.  And then Mike Martinez.



         3               Jorge?



         4               MR. JORGE MARTINEZ:  Hello.  My name is



         5      Jorge Martinez, 90640 Montebello.



         6               I have a for-instance.  Say I live in



         7      Montebello south of the -- Washington Boulevard,



         8      and it's already constructed.  I'm diabetic.  I'm a



         9      cardiac patient.  And I know for a fact that



        10      there's going to be hampered emergency vehicle



        11      response times.



        12               So if I die on the way to the hospital or



        13      the ambulance or the paramedics don't reach me in



        14      time because the only north-and-south route is



        15      going to be Greenwood, I'm dead.  My family is



        16      going to sue the Metro.



        17               And you multiply this by thousands or



        18      hundreds of people that are diabetic and cardiac



        19      people.  Well, you've got your answer there.



        20      Mitigate that.  Thank you.



        21               And say no to the -- say no to the Gold



        22      Line.



        23               MS. ARELLANO:  Thank you, Jorge.



        24               Next, we have Marina Martinez, followed by



        25      Mike Martinez, and that will be the last speaker
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         1      card that I have here.



         2               So if anyone else is interested in



         3      speaking, please fill out your card now and raise



         4      it up and make sure we collect it so we can



         5      continue.



         6               Marina?



         7               MS. MARINA MARTINEZ:  Hi.  My name is



         8      Marina Martinez, and I live in Pico Rivera.  The



         9      zip code is 90660.



        10               And let me just point out that at the Zoom



        11      meeting on June 27th, I had to bring up the fact



        12      that Pico Rivera was not receiving a copy of the



        13      Environmental Impact Report, which -- thanks --



        14      afterwards, they did have it available, and also to



        15      the City of Commerce.



        16               And as far as the public meetings,



        17      originally scheduled, it was only three, and now



        18      they included Pico Rivera as well, and I think



        19      that's a good thing, but we shouldn't have to



        20      have -- we shouldn't have been an afterthought.



        21               But besides that point, if you looked at



        22      the data analysis for the ridership of the Gold



        23      Line back in 2019, it was very low.  It was the



        24      lowest of all the light-rail systems.



        25               It is not making money for Metro.  It is
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         1      considered -- many people cite safety reasons, and



         2      the fact that it is not -- takes them to where they



         3      want to go.



         4               So as far as the Washington Boulevard



         5      alternative, it's going to Washington and Lambert,



         6      but where will people get off if they want to go to



         7      work?



         8               I mean, I don't work at the hospital.  I



         9      don't work there at -- why would I take the Gold



        10      Line?  So, to me, it's a train that goes nowhere.



        11      For $3 billion, it goes nowhere.



        12               MS. ARELLANO:  Thank you very much,



        13      Marina.



        14               Next we have Mike Martinez.



        15               MR. MIKE MARTINEZ:  Hi.  Good morning,



        16      everybody.  My name is Mike Martinez, East L.A.



        17      resident.  I live literally in front of the Gold



        18      Line on Third Street.  I see the impact it has for



        19      our community, and we hate it.  It was -- nobody



        20      liked it, even after the fact.  It was just a bad



        21      idea overall for above-ground train.



        22               One thing I'd like to mention, the report,



        23      page 3.4-34, over on Washington Boulevard over



        24      Rio Hondo, they're going to change your -- three



        25      lanes on each side to two lanes, and that's going
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         1      to be across the board.  It's going to create



         2      congestion.  I've seen it in front of my house.



         3               They're going to work during the nighttime



         4      hours, so just imagine all the loud noise.



         5               And that's Section 3.8-60 of the



         6      Environmental Report.



         7               They're also saying in Section 3.4-14 that



         8      all the congestion from the trucks on Washington --



         9      that they're going to be going on Telegraph Road,



        10      Olympic Boulevard, and Whittier Boulevard.



        11               Section 3.4-29 of the report, they're



        12      thinking -- there's approximately -- they need to



        13      take off 10,000 cars off the street because of



        14      this.



        15               And let me tell you this much.  I live in



        16      front of the rail.  I count how many passengers



        17      ride that Gold Line.  Per cabin, a maximum



        18      occupancy of 75 people.  There's only six people



        19      riding it on average, and that's very generous.



        20      That's only 3.5 percent of occupancy.  That's



        21      $4 billion for 3.5 percent.  Think about that.



        22               MS. ARELLANO:  Mike, thank you very much.



        23               We do have an additional speaker, Eugenia.



        24               If I can ask you to please come up and



        25      speak your first and last name.
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         1               MS. REYES:  My name is Eugenia Reyes.  I



         2      do live on the south side of Maple.



         3               I do agree with everybody here.  I'm happy



         4      that somebody from East L.A. that was in Metro, in



         5      front of the Metro, you're here, because, to be



         6      honest, I used to go to the Santuario de Guadalupe,



         7      the church right there.  And you know what?  After



         8      that, you don't see no more cars.  Nobody wants to



         9      be nearby, barely, Third Street, et cetera.



        10               It's going to impact all those



        11      semi-trucks.  And they have to back up, unload.  I



        12      don't want it.  I already had enough, and I have to



        13      deal with this since I was born, because my parents



        14      have lived in that house since 1977.



        15               So I am already used to the noise of the



        16      trucks.  I don't want no more.  I don't want it to



        17      go under.  I don't want it to go on top.  We've



        18      already had enough with so much stuff going on,



        19      destroying our mother nature.



        20               And to top it off, when is it going to get



        21      fixed?  You already saw what happened to the bridge



        22      on Sixth Street.  People are going to be on the



        23      Metro and start destroying it (speaking in



        24      Spanish.)



        25               It's all trash.  People are going to,
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         1      little by little, start graffiti.  No, thank you.



         2      I don't want people from outside coming over here,



         3      and I don't want any people from here -- because



         4      I'm not saying that all the angels are here in



         5      Montebello.  There are some bad ones, too.  I don't



         6      want them to cause problems in other sides of the



         7      city.



         8               If you guys want a Metro, do it downtown.



         9      If you want that to look like New York, go for it.



        10      But not Commerce, not Montebello, not anything in



        11      this area.  I'm sorry.



        12               MS. ARELLANO:  Thank you for your



        13      comments.  That is our last speaker officially that



        14      we've received a request-to-speak card.  The public



        15      hearing is still open until 12:00 noon today.



        16               So as you continue to talk to our staff,



        17      view the information, have an interest in speaking



        18      verbally in front of the audience, please still



        19      fill out the speaker card.  Public hearing is still



        20      open, and we will be here until noon to receive



        21      your verbal comment.



        22               Of course, as we've already stated, if you



        23      prefer, you can speak directly to the court



        24      reporter and provide your verbal comment that way



        25      of any length, as well as the written public
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         1      comment card.



         2               Let me reemphasize that a public comment



         3      period is intended for anyone from the public to



         4      comment on this project until Monday, August 29th.



         5      That is a very specific public comment period where



         6      we are encouraging folks to come forward with your



         7      thoughts and opinions specific to this



         8      environmental document.  It's a very important part



         9      of the process.



        10               The speakers who have already spoken so



        11      far, we thank you for your comments.  We would like



        12      more of them in any way from anyone else as well



        13      today.



        14               12:00 noon is our cutoff time, so please



        15      feel free to roam around the room, talk to our



        16      staff.



        17               A couple of people had questions in your



        18      comment.  I would encourage you to go to the staff



        19      and ask questions.  It is not part of the formal



        20      record, but it would help your education of the



        21      project.



        22               Again, please fill out a speaker form if



        23      you are interested in still speaking until



        24      12:00 noon today.  Thank you very much.



        25               MR. CORONA:  Thank you, Genoveva.
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         1               So there is one other slide that I want to



         2      go over before we move on, but we do encourage you



         3      to please provide your comments here.  And, again,



         4      we want to ensure that you do have the ability to



         5      speak to folks.



         6               So, again, you can provide comments.  The



         7      way you can is listed up here, as we've been



         8      stating through the meeting.  You can do it in



         9      writing.  You can provide it to us.  You can go



        10      online to metro.net/eastsidecomments, and you can



        11      do it online and it will take you to an electronic



        12      comment form.



        13               You can call our phone number,



        14      (213)922-3012, or you can do so here in the public



        15      hearing.  Again, we're going to close this part.



        16      Again, you can go up to our court reporter.  Please



        17      speak loudly and clearly so she can take your



        18      comments down.  And you can do that until noon



        19      today.



        20               I do want to emphasize a couple of things.



        21      We do have stations back here for somebody who has



        22      specific questions you need answers to.  Station 2



        23      is an overview.



        24               Station 3, which is outside, is the



        25      environmental process with Station 2.
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         1               And Station 4 outside is a draft



         2      Environmental Impact Report information.



         3               And when you come back in here, Station 5



         4      has maps, and it provides that information



         5      available for you.



         6               And then Station 6 is an opportunity to



         7      provide comments.



         8               I believe if you have questions, you want



         9      to see -- zoom in on the maps, see where certain



        10      things are, like the maintenance and storage



        11      facility, we will have staff that can show you



        12      specifically where certain parts of the alignment



        13      are.  We want to make sure that you understand



        14      where each station is so that you can go get your



        15      questions answered.



        16               So with that, I'm going to close this part



        17      of the presentation, and I now invite you to go and



        18      speak to staff and we will be at each station.



        19               I also want to acknowledge and thank you



        20      again you for being here.  Mark Reyes is here, and



        21      Mr. Feldman.  So again, thank you both for being



        22      here and I thank you all for joining us this



        23      morning, and I hope you have a great rest of your



        24      morning.  Thanks again.



        25                       *    *    *    *    *





                                                                               59

�









         1               MS. CLIFT:  My name is Enerina,



         2      E-N-E-R-I-N-A Clift, C-L-I F-T.



         3               My question is:  Why don't let the



         4      residents of Pico Rivera knowing about this prior?



         5      It's only the people that live by Washington



         6      Boulevard and Pico Rivera.  Nobody else in the



         7      north of the city knows about this project.  That



         8      is my question.  Thank you for taking the time.



         9



        10                       *    *    *    *    *



        11



        12               ANONYMOUS SPEAKER:  I want to make a few



        13      comments about this.  As a resident of Montebello,



        14      I completely disagree with this project in every



        15      aspect of it.  Not because of the environmental



        16      impact it's going to have on our community, but the



        17      idea as -- they just selected Washington Boulevard



        18      instead of looking at alternatives off of the



        19      60 Freeway.



        20               That was already in place at one point in



        21      time.  There was a lot of protest that was done,



        22      and then that project stopped on that side.



        23               And this area -- the city council did not



        24      really take into consideration any of the



        25      residents' needs.  And to put this project on
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         1      Washington Boulevard, that's something that should



         2      have been done, and the city completely just



         3      disregarded the part of the city on the south side



         4      of Montebello.



         5               I haven't reviewed all the information,



         6      but I will review it and make additional comments



         7      as I review it.  That's very important.  I do not



         8      want to share my name at this point in time.



         9               Another thing that I just want to make, I



        10      notice that the gentleman, Mr. Avilos, he has a



        11      sheet that a lot of people have signed against this



        12      project.  Is that being considered as part of the



        13      no-project part of Metro?



        14               That's what I also kind of -- I also am



        15      not sure that -- he made a comment that the city



        16      knows about it.  Metro knows about it, and nobody



        17      really pays attention.



        18               Those are my concerns.  I've been



        19      listening to what's going on in the city.  Thank



        20      you.



        21



        22                       *    *    *    *    *



        23



        24               MR. VELOZ:  My name is Edmond Veloz.  I



        25      want to add that now -- we used to get three





                                                                               61

�









         1      minutes to speak.  Now it's down to a minute and a



         2      half, and that's corruption, just corruption, that



         3      they're causing that.  They're trying to close off



         4      people's ability to speak.  That's flat-out



         5      corruption, and it shouldn't be.



         6               They have plenty of time.  The speakers



         7      here have all the time in the world for them to



         8      talk, but they don't want the public to talk.



         9      They're saying that they're here for the public.



        10      They're not here for the public at all.  So, I



        11      mean, if they were, they'd allow us at least three



        12      minutes to speak.



        13               So that's about it that I have to say.



        14      But thank you for taking that from me.  I



        15      appreciate it.



        16



        17                       *    *    *    *    *



        18



        19               MR. MIKE MARTINEZ:  Mike Martinez.  All I



        20      wanted to mention under the environmental report,



        21      page 6-18, under the public outreach, it states



        22      here project awareness banners at highly visible



        23      locations along the project corridor were supposed



        24      to be put up.



        25               We have yet to see any of that, not in
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         1      East L.A., not in Montebello, not in Pico Rivera,



         2      and not in Whittier.



         3               Also, under that same section, public



         4      outreach, they were supposed to put up electronic



         5      signs to advertise this project.  That has yet to



         6      be done, and I have not seen any of that at all.



         7               That was it.  Thank you.



         8



         9                       *    *    *    *    *



        10



        11               MS. RUIZ:  My name is Lourdes Ruiz.  I



        12      belong to Montebello.  My address is 1201 Carol



        13      Way, Montebello.  And I'm here to support the



        14      Metro's construction because it seems to me that



        15      Metro is making progress.  It helps the people, the



        16      people that don't drive.  That way we can get home.



        17      It helps us to do our shopping.  That's the reason



        18      why I'm here.  I'm here to support the



        19      construction.



        20



        21                       *    *    *    *    *



        22



        23               MS. TEJADA:  My name is Ava Tejada.  My



        24      profession is a medical doctor.  I've been living



        25      here in Montebello, United States for a short time.
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         1      I've been here for, like, three-and-a-half years.



         2      But where I live at, it's my own home.  I live by



         3      Neil Armstrong, right in that area where the mall



         4      is, near to the mall.



         5               I do not use the Metro.  I do not use the



         6      bus.  But that does not mean that I do not support



         7      the construction, Metro's construction.



         8               But my sister-in-law -- I agree that there



         9      is progress.  It's all an issue of getting used to



        10      it, because people are used to being in their car,



        11      and that's it.



        12               We don't walk.  Here in this country, we



        13      don't walk.  We don't walk, and that's wrong.  Why?



        14      Because other examples from other countries, like



        15      Europe, small cities, large cities -- everyone has



        16      Metro.



        17               For example, the Asian countries -- for



        18      example, I've been to Korea.  Everything is with



        19      Metro, big cities, and it brings progress.  I don't



        20      know what else to say because I'm not really too



        21      familiar with the entire project, but I'm happy



        22      with the Metro, even though I may not use it.



        23



        24               (Meeting ended At 12:06 p.m.)



        25
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