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Dear California Department of Education Instructional Quality Commission,

I am an Associate Professor and Director of Ethnic Studies at St. Mary’s College of California,
and a Sotheast Asian American studies and social movements specialist. I write to you for two
purposes -
1. To urge you to protect the movement and progress of the Ethnic Studies Model
Curriculum, and
2. To provide comments on the Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum, specifically on the
Asian American history section to include a much more comprehensive curriculum of
the diverse Asian American and Pacific Islander communities in California.

I applaud the California Department of Education’s effort to implement AB 2016 (Alejo) in a
timely manner by convening a Ethnic Studies Advisory Committee and developing a draft of
the model curriculum. I urge you to protect and improve the Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum
despite uninformed opposition from some media and other specialized interest groups. For the
past 50 years, students, faculty, families, and communities have fought extensively for ethnic
studies to be a legitimate academic discipline. Research shows that taking an ethnic studies
course can increase school attendance, grade-point average, and the amount of school credits
a student earns.’

I believe that California’s Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum must be robust and reflect the
diverse populations that make up California, including the Asian American and Pacific
Islander communities, where school districts can pull curricula of relevant communities into
their classrooms. Unfortunately, I do not see that reflected in the current model curriculum.

I request that the Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum include the following critical content -
+ Include curriculum on the Third World Liberation Front (TWLF) in San Francisco
and Berkeley, as they were the pioneers of the ethnic studies movement.
« Include historical Asian American community activism organizations, such as Asian
American Political Alliance, Intercollegiate Chinese for Social Action, Red Guards, Wei
Min She/Asian Community Center, and Southeast Asia Resource Action Center.



+ Include curriculum covering the lu-Mien, Japanese, Korean, Lao, South Asian, and
Vietnamese American communities.

 There is very little curriculum that touches on Cambodian and Hmong American
communities. We need curriculum that explore the immigrant and refugee
experiences of the communities and discusses the discrimination and resiliency these
communities have faced as Americans.

« The Asian American curriculum lacks appropriate classes, as well as homework,
where students are able to digest information and deepen their understanding and
analysis of what they are learning.

«  Not only does ethnic studies require the learning of ethnic and racial groups, but they
should also discuss how systems, such as capitalism, white supremacy, etc., and the
multiplicity and intersectionality of our identities (i.e. race, gender, age, sexuality,
class, etc.), impact society.

« The appendices are not integrated into the curriculum. The curriculum needs to state
how to use the appendices appropriately.

«  There is not a uniform structure of each “lesson” in the curriculum.

Some units are developed, while others are less comprehensive and
thorough.

I urge the Instructional Quality Commission to protect the Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum,
carefully review the curriculum, and make the appropriate changes and additions we have
proposed above. These changes will be crucial to the success of the students from school districts
that will turn to this model curriculum for guidance. I am happy to provide consultation on my
area of expertise as requested to develop a richer, more accurate, and empowering academic
understanding of ethnic studies.

Feel free to contact me at 1td2@stmarys-ca.edu for further communication.

Sincerely,

Loan Thi Dao, Ph.D.

Associate Professor and Director
Ethnic Studies Program

St. Mary’s College of California
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